Phil 256 Syllabus, 8

Daniel Berthold
Office phone 7280

Aspinwall 109
Email berthold@bard.edu

Office hours: Tue, Thu 11:00-12:00 


and by appointment


Writing tutor: Ryan Gustafson (rg865@bard.edu)
PHILOSOPHY / ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES 256:

ENVIRONMENTAL ETHICS

Fall 2008 Syllabus

The course will explore a variety of ethical issues surrounding the relation of human beings to their environment. We will look at several far‑reaching critiques of the anthropocentric character of traditional moral paradigms by deep ecologists, ecofeminists, social ecologists, ecotheologians, and others who argue in different ways for fundamentally new accounts of the moral standing of nature and the ethical duties of humans to non‑human creatures and things. While we will concentrate on contemporary authors and debates, we will begin by looking at the precedents and origins of the contemporary scene in such nineteenth‑century writers as Henry Salt, Henry David Thoreau, John Muir, and E. P. Evans, and early twentieth‑century writers like Aldo Leopold, Joseph Wood Krutch, and Rachel Carson. Throughout our discussion of opposing theoretical constructs, we will give attention to the implications for social policy, legal practice, and political action.

This is a writing intensive course. Most Mondays we will meet for an extra hour, between 10:45-11:45, to focus on student writing. The general goals of these labs will be to help with the development, composition, organization, and revision of analytical prose; the use of evidence to support an argument; strategies of interpretation and analysis of texts; and the mechanics of grammar and documentation. 
· Regular short writing assignments will be required. Assignments are noted in the syllabus, but will be elaborated upon in class. The assignments on the syllabus are also subject to change, depending on the needs and desires of the class. If you miss a class, it is your responsibility to confirm the assignment with another member of the class.

· Assignments are due on Fridays by 5:00 p.m. They should be emailed to me in MS Word format. 

· These assignments are ungraded, but your final grade for the course will take into account my sense of your effort with these assignments, and missed assignments will detract from your final grade. 

Required Texts
1. Roderick Nash, The Rights of Nature: A History of Environmental Ethics
2. Aldo Leopold, A Sand County Almanac
3. Diana Hacker, A Pocket Style Manual, 5th edition

4. All other required readings exist as PDF files on the Library’s WebReserve.  Please print them out:

9/3 Donald VanDeVeer and Christine Pierce, “An Introduction to Ethical Theory.”  From VanDe Veer and Pierce, eds., The Environmental Ethics and Policy Book: Philosophy, Ecology, Economics, 3rd edition (Belmont, CA: Wadsworth, 2003), 1-42.

9/17  Peter Singer, “Animal Liberation,” and Tom Regan, “The Case for Animal Rights.” From The Environmental Ethics and Policy Book, 3rd edition, 135-42, 143-49. 
Also  Selections from Aristotle, St. Thomas Aquinas, René Descartes, Immanuel Kant, Jeremy Bentham, Charles Darwin, and Albert Schweitzer.  From Tom Regan and Peter Singer, eds., Animal Rights and Human Obligations, 2nd ed. (Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice Hall, 1989): 4-37.

9/22  Holmes Rolston III, “Beyond Ethics by Extension.” From The Environmental Ethics and Policy Book, 1st edition (1994), 88-93.

Also   Carol Adams, “The Feminist Traffic in Animals.”  From Kate Mehuron and Gary Percesepe, eds., Free Spirits: Feminist Philosophers on Culture (Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice Hall, 1995): 295-310.

9/24  Christopher Stone, “Should Trees Have Standing?” and Paul Taylor, “The Ethics of Respect for Nature.” From The Environmental Ethics and Policy Book, 3rd edition, 189-201, 201-15.
9/29  J. Baird Callicott, “Animal Liberation: A Triangular Affair.” From Pierce and VanDeveer, eds., People, Penguins, and Plastic Trees, 2nd edition (New York: Wadsworth, 1995): 237-254.

Also  Marti Kheel, “The Liberation of Nature: A Circular Affair,” Environmental Ethics 7, no. 2 (1985): 135-149.

10/20  J. Baird Callicott, “The Conceptual Foundations of the Land Ethic.” From The Environmental Ethics and Policy Book, 3rd edition, 224-38.
10/27  Lynn White, “The Historical Roots of our Ecologic Crisis.” From The Environmental Ethics and Policy Book, 3rd edition, 52-58.
Also  Selections from the Bible and the Catholic Dictionary.  From Regan and Singer, Animal Rights, 1-3, 132-133.

10/29  N. Scott Momaday, “Native American Attitudes to the Environment.” From The Environmental Ethics and Policy Book, 1st edition, 102-5.
Also  Po-Keung Ip, "Taoism and the Foundations of Environmental Ethics," Environmental Ethics 5, no. 4 (1983): 335-343.

11/3  “Karen J. Warren, “The Power and Promise of Ecological Feminism,” From The Environmental Ethics and Policy Book, 3rd edition, 282-96.
Also  Carolyn Merchant, "Ecofeminism and Feminist Theory.”  From Irene Diamond and Gloria Faeman Orenstein, eds., Reweaving the World: The Emergence of Ecofeminism (San Francisco: Sierra Club Books, 1990): 100-105.

11/5  Marti Kheel, "Ecofeminism and Deep Ecology: Reflections on Identity and Difference.” From Diamond and Orenstein, Reweaving the World, 128-137.

Also  Vandana Shiva, “Development, Ecology, and Women,” From The Environmental Ethics and Policy Book, 3rd edition, 296-303.

11/10  Victoria Davion, “How Feminist is Ecofeminism?” From The Environmental Ethics and Policy Book, 3rd edition, 303-10.
Also  Yaakov Jerome Garb, "Perspective or Escape? Ecofeminist Musings on Contemporary Earth Imagery." From Diamond and Orenstein, Reweaving the World,  264-278.

11/12  Martin Heidegger, “Building Dwelling Thinking.”  From Martin Heidegger: Basic Writings, ed. David Farrell Krell (San Francisco: Harper Collins, 1993), 347-63.

11/24  Readings on Deep Ecology (Devall and Sessions, Interview with Arne Naess, Naess’ “Self-Realization,” Dave Foreman’s “Strategic Monkeywrenching,” Rik Scarce’s “The Sea Shepherds”).  From The Environmental Ethics and Policy Book, 1st edition, 215-220, 220-22, 222-26, 603-6, 606-8.

12/3  “Searching for Agreement: A Dialogue Between Murray Bookchin and Dave Foreman.” From The Environmental Ethics and Policy Book, 1st edition, 238-46.

Also  Murray Bookchin, “Why This Book Was Written.” From Bookchin, Remaking Society: Pathways to a Green Future (Boston: South End Press, 1990), 7-18.

12/8  Bookchin, “Society and Ecology.”  From Remaking Society, 19-39.
Some Useful Web Sites

1. Index for the journal Environmental Ethics:

http://www.cep.unt.edu/index17.html
2. ISEE (International Society for Environmental Ethics) Comprehensive Bibliography:

http://www.phil.unt.edu/bib/
3. Environmental Inequality Homepage:
http://www.cruzio.com/~meuser/EI/index.html

Papers
Paper 1: 6 pp.


Rough draft due Monday, Oct. 6


Meetings with tutor: Tuesday, Oct. 7 – Friday, Oct. 10


Final paper due Friday, Oct. 17

Paper 2: 10 pp.


Rough draft due Monday, Dec. 8


Meetings with tutor: Tuesday, Dec. 9 – Friday, Dec. 12


Final paper due Friday, Dec. 19

Additional meetings with the writing tutor: Tuesday, Nov. 4 – Friday, Nov. 7: assignment TBD.

· NB: No extensions will be given for the paper except in cases of true emergency. Late papers will be marked off.

Class Presentations
Each student will be responsible for a ten-to-fifteen minute presentation of a specific reading. You should prepare a map or outline of the argument (or a sub-argument) of the reading to present to the class, along with two questions you would pose to the author if s/he were present, to serve as prompts for class discussion.

Presentations will begin September 22.
Reading and Discussion Topics
Sept 1
Introduction to the course

Writing lab assignment for September 8 (due Friday): Identify an argument from the Prologue to Nash’s The Rights of Nature. State the conclusion and the main premises of the argument. Say whether you find the argument to be valid (i.e., does the conclusion follow from the premises?); if not, what additional premises would be necessary to make the argument valid?

PHILOSOPHIC AND HISTORICAL BACKGROUND
Sept 3
ON ReserveWEB:



VanDeVeer and Pierce, “An Introduction to Ethical Theory,” 1-42 



(focus on 1-15).


Nash, The Rights of Nature:


Prologue, Ethical Extension and Radical Environmentalism, 3-13

Sept 8
Nash, The Rights of Nature:


From Natural Rights to Rights of Nature, 13-33

Writing lab assignment for September 15 (due Friday): (1) Imagine you are the professor for this course. List your instructions for writing a paper (i.e., what are the 6-8 things you expect to see in a paper written for this course?); (2) Read Hacker, Style Manual, 119ff, “MLA documentation style.” Be prepared to do exercises on works cited and in-text citation.

Sept 10
Nash, The Rights of Nature:



Ideological Origins, 33-55
Sept 15
Nash, The Rights of Nature:


Ecology Widens the Circle, 55-87

Writing lab assignment for September 22 (due Friday): Read Nancy Sommers, “Revision Strategies of Student Writers and Experienced Adult Writers” (handout). Write two paragraphs on what you’ve learned about revision from this article.

THE QUESTION OF ANIMALS
Sept 17
ON RESERVEWEB:



Peter Singer, "Animal Liberation," 135-42



Tom Regan, "The Case for Animal Rights," 143-49


ON RESERVEWEB:



Selections from Aristotle, St. Thomas Aquinas, René Descartes, 




Immanuel Kant, Jeremy Bentham, Charles Darwin, and Albert 


Schweitzer, 4-37
Sept 22
ON RESERVEWEB:



Holmes Rolston III, "Beyond Ethics by Extension," 88-93


ON RESERVEWEB:


Carol Adams, "The Feminist Traffic in Animals," 295-310

Writing lab assignment for September 29 (due Friday): Write the framing and thesis statement paragraphs for your (possible) first paper.  Extra credit: present and analyze one quotation from a text you will use to provide evidence to support your thesis statement.

FOUNDATIONS FOR AN ENVIRONMENTAL ETHIC
Sept 24
ON RESERVEWEB:


Christopher Stone, "Should Trees Have Standing?" 189-201


Paul Taylor, "The Ethics of Respect for Nature," 201-15

Sept 29
ON RESERVEWEB:


J. Baird Callicott, "Animal Liberation: A Triangular Affair," 237-254



Marti Kheel, "The Liberation of Nature:  A Circular Affair," 135-49

Writing lab assignment for October 6 (due Friday): (1) rough draft and cover letter for first paper due; (2) read Alex Johnson, “Why Isaac Bashevis Singer, Truman Capote, Joseph Conrad and Virginia Woolf (Among Others) Were Having a Bad Morning” (handout). Write two paragraphs about which is your demon.

THE QUESTION OF THE LAND
Oct 1, 6
Aldo Leopold, A Sand County Almanac:


Foreword, vii-ix



January Thaw, 3-5



Good Oak, 6-18



Sky Dance, 30-34



Prairie Birthday, 44-50



On a Monument to a Pigeon, 108-112

Oct 6
Rough draft of first paper due. Include a cover letter describing your writing process: what did you do from the time the essay was assigned to the time you handed it in?
No writing lab assignment for October 20; we will comment on selections from a few of your papers.

Oct 7-10
Meetings with writing tutor (Ryan Gustafson)
Oct 8
Thinking Like a Mountain, 129-33


Song of the Gavilan, 149-54


Manitoba, 158-62

Oct 13, 15
Fall break: no class
Oct 17
Final draft of first paper due
Oct 20
Aldo Leopold, A Sand County Almanac:


"The Land Ethic," 201-226


ON RESERVEWEB:





J. Baird Callicott, "The Conceptual Foundations of the Land Ethic,"

 

224-38

Writing lab assignment for November 3 (due Friday): Grammar lab. Read Hacker, Style Manual, 58-65 (comma usage), 43-46 (sentence fragments and run-on sentences), and handouts from the Owl at Purdue. Prepare a three to four minute “tutorial” on your assigned topic (see handout for individual assignments) (e.g., commas with nonrestrictive appositives): (a) briefly explain the rule; be sure to define key terms (e.g., “nonrestrictive appositives”); (2) give three examples of incorrect usage (make up your own sentences) for the class to correct; and (c) email these three examples to me by Saturday, November 1 at 5:00 p.m. You will be the instructor for this exercise, so know what you’re doing!

ECOTHEOLOGY
Oct 22
Nash, The Rights of Nature:



The Greening of Religion, 87-121

Oct 27
ON RESERVEWEB:





Lynn White, "The Historical Roots of our Ecologic Crisis," 52-58


ON RESERVEWEB:





Selections from the Bible and the Catholic Dictionary, 1-3, 132-133

No writing lab

Oct 29
ON RESERVEWEB:





N. Scott Momaday, "Native American Attitudes to the Environment," 


102-105


ON RESERVEWEB:


Po-Keung Ip, "Taoism and the Foundations of Environmental Ethics," 



335-43

ECOFEMINISM
Nov 3
ON RESERVEWEB:





Karen J. Warren, "The Power and the Promise of Ecological 



Feminism," 282-96


ON RESERVEWEB:


Carolyn Merchant, "Ecofeminism and Feminist Theory," 100-105

Writing lab assignment for November 10 (due Friday): Read Peter Turchi, “Maps of the Imagniation: The Writer as Cartographer” (handout). Write three paragraphs: what is Turchi’s main argument (conclusion and premises), and what can you apply from Turchi to your next paper?

Nov 5
ON RESERVEWEB:





Marti Kheel, "Ecofeminism and Deep Ecology: Reflections on Identity 



and Difference," 128-37


ON RESERVEWEB:


Vandana Shiva, "Development, Ecology, and Women," 296-303

Nov 10
ON RESERVEWEB:





Victoria Davion, "How Feminist is Ecofeminism?" 303-10


ON RESERVEWEB:


Yaakov Jerome Garb, "Perspective or Escape? Ecofeminist Musings




on Contemporary Earth Imagery," 264-78

Writing lab assignment for November 17 (due Friday): Context and Counterevidence: choose a 1-2 paragraph passage from Heidegger’s Building Dwelling Thinking for analysis. Write two paragraphs on one of the following: 1. Contextualization: what is the purpose of this/these paragraph(s) in the context of the developing discussion? (why is this passage important? how does it follow from what precedes it? how does it fit in to the overall plan of Heidegger’s essay?); or 2. Counter-evidence: propose an interpretation of what Heidegger is saying in this/these paragraph(s) and consider one plausible counter-reading.

Nov 11-14
Meetings with writing tutor (Ryan Gustafson): assignment TBD
MARTIN HEIDEGGER:  ON THE PATH TOWARDS 

DEEP ECOLOGY
Nov 12
ON RESERVEWEB:


Martin Heidegger, "Building Dwelling Thinking," 347-63

DEEP ECOLOGY
Nov 17
Nash, The Rights of Nature:


"Liberating Nature," 161-198

Writing lab assignment for December 1 (due Friday): Framing and thesis statement paragraphs for your final paper.

Nov 19
Advising: no class
Nov 24
ON RESERVEWEB:





Devall and Sessions, Deep Ecology, 215-220



Interview with Arne Naess, 220-222



Arne Naess, “Self-Realization,” 222-226



Dave Foreman, "Strategic Monkeywrenching," 603-606



Rik Scarce, "The Sea Shepherds:  Bringing Justice to the High Seas," 



606-608


Nov 24
No writing lab
Nov 26
No class
Dec 1
FILM  "Survival in the High North," Magnus Gudmundsson director 

(1989, revised 1993) — documentary exposé of the efforts of 


organizations like Greenpeace and Sea Shepherd to stop the traditional 

harvest of marine mammals in Greenland, Iceland, and the Faeroe 

Islands.  A Greenpeace spokesperson reportedly referred to Survival in 

the High North as "the worst crisis Greenpeace has ever faced."

Dec 1
Writing lab assignment for December 8 (due Friday): rough draft of final


paper for peer review.
SOCIAL ECOLOGY / ECOANARCHISM
Dec 3
ON RESERVEWEB:





"Searching for Agreement:  A Dialogue Between Murray Bookchin




 and Dave Foreman," 238-46


ON RESERVEWEB:


Bookchin, Remaking Society: "Why This Book Was Written," 7-18

Dec 8
ON RESERVEWEB:


Bookchin, Remaking Society: "Society and Ecology," 19-39

Dec 8
Rough draft of second paper due
Dec 9-12
Meetings with writing tutor (Ryan Gustafson)
Dec 10
Final meeting
Dec 19
Final draft of second paper due
1

