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Jindong Cai
Director, US-China Music Institute
An orchestra conductor with a 
distinguished career, Jindong Cai spent 
many years at Stanford University 
before coming to Bard and founding the 
US-China Music Institute in 2017. Cai is 
a Beijing native with strong ties to his 
homeland, and a leading advocate of 
music from across Asia. He has conducted 
most of the top orchestras in China, as 

well as orchestras across North America, and has written extensively 
on music and the performing arts in China. 

蔡金冬
巴德美中音乐研习院院长
作为一名有着杰出职业生涯的交响乐团指挥，蔡金冬在斯坦福大学教
授多年之后于2017年来到巴德音乐学院并创办了美中音乐研习院。
蔡院长是土生土长的北京人，与祖国有着深厚的渊源，也是在西方推
动中国及亚洲音乐的主要倡导者。他指挥过中国大多数顶尖的交响乐
队，以及北美各地的交响乐团，并就中国的音乐和表演艺术写过大量
书籍和文章。

Tan Dun 
Dean, Bard College Conservatory of Music
The world-renowned artist and UNESCO 
Global Goodwill Ambassador Tan Dun has 
made an indelible mark on the world’s 
music scene with a creative repertoire that 
spans the boundaries of classical music, 
multimedia performance, and Eastern and 
Western traditions. At Bard, Tan Dun will 
further demonstrate music’s extraordinary 
ability to transform lives and guide 

the Conservatory in fulfilling its mission of understanding music’s 
connection to history, art, culture, and society.

谭盾
巴德音乐学院院长
世界著名艺术家、联合国教科文组织全球亲善大使谭盾在世界音乐界
中留下了不可抹灭的印记。他创作的曲目跨越了古典音乐、多媒体表
演和东西方传统的界限。作为巴德音乐学院院长，谭盾将进一步展示
音乐改变生活的非凡能力，并带领学院完成其使命，即理解音乐与历
史、艺术、文化和社会的联系。
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TIMELINE 

December
Virtual auditions and live 

auditions in China. 

January 1 
Both Conservatory and College 

applications and all materials for 

first-year applicants are due. 

Late February or 
early March 
Special auditions at the Central 

Conservatory of Music in Beijing. 

April 1 
Final admissions decisions and 

financial aid packages will be 

sent by email. 

Mayl 
Enrollment deadline. 

FOR FURTHER 
ASSISTANCE 
Please contact: 

In English: 

conservatoryadmission@bard.edu 

In Chinese: 

uschinamusic@bard.edu 

FOR MORE 
IN FORMATION 
uschinamusic.bard.edu 

barduschinamusic.org 

Application Process for Bard US-China 
Music Institute Double-Degree Program 
Applications are being accepted for erhu, yangqin, sheng, suona and dizi. Students of other 
Chinese instruments will also be considered. 

ADMISSION INFORMATION 

■ Please send us an email if you are interested in applying and tell us about yourself. Send emails in

English to conservatoryadmission@bard.edu or send emails in Chinese to uschinamusic@bard.edu.

• There are two applications for this double-degree program: one for the Conservatory and one for Bard

College. The Conservatory application is completed and submitted through our online system; to apply

to the College, go through the Common Application (see below).

REQUIRED MATERIALS FOR CONSERVATORY APPLICATION 

■ Prescreening recordings: Submit two pieces, one traditional and one contemporary. For more

information, visit bard.edu/conservatory/undergraduate/requirements.

• A musical biography or resume: Please prepare a short musical biography with information about past music 

studies and achievements. 

■ A recommendation from a professional musician (usually your private instructor): Please provide your 

recommender's email through the Conservatory application, and they will be emailed and asked to submit 

their recommendation on line. 

To open an account on our online application system, visit connect.bard.edu/apply. After opening an 

account, please email conservatoryadmission@bard.edu, so we can add your Conservatory application. 

REQUIRED MATERIALS FOR COLLEGE APPLICATION 

• The Common Application: commonapp.org

• Academic teacher recommendations: We prefer that one recommendation come from an English or

humanities instructor and one from a math or science instructor. Please provide the email addresses of

your recommenders through the Common Application, and they will be emailed and asked to submit

their recommendations on line.

■ School report: This form is generally completed by a high school counselor and includes a school 
profile.

■ High school transcript (Include midyear senior grades, if available at the time of application)

• TOEFL ( Test of English as a Foreign Language) or IELTS (International English Language Testing 

System) exam: We require all international students to take the TOEFL. Our test score guidelines 

are: TOEFL score of at least 600 (paper-based) or 100 (Internet-based test- iBT®). We also accept 

the IELTS in place of the TOEFL, with a band score of no less than seven.

• International students whose English language proficiency is below the required level may be 

granted "Exception Admit" status for their first year at Bard, with the understanding that by the 

start of the second year, their English-language proficiency has reached the necessary standard. A 

year-long intensive ESL (English as a Second Language) course is offered at Bard for Exception 

Admit students.

• For information about TOEFL or IELTS exams, visit ets.org/toefl or ielts.org.

• Duolingo English Test in place of the TOEFL or IELTS, with a test score of no less than 120.

■ Application fee ($50 or fee waiver)

■ Standardized testing: Please note that we do not require SAT or ACT scores, but if you submit your 

scores, we will consider them in making our admission decision. (Bard's CEEB code is 2037.)

All materials (recordings, recommendations, essays, etc.) should be submitted on line through the application 

system. However, if you prefer to mail recommendations and transcripts, they may be sent to: 

Bard College Office of Admission, PO Box 5000, Annandale-on-Hudson, New York 12504-5000 

To begin a Common Application, visit commonapp.org. 

FINANCIAL AID 

All Conservatory applicants are automatically considered for merit-based financial aid. International 

students and their parents are required to complete the following forms: 

• International Student Financial Aid Form

• Certification of Finances

These forms may be found at bard.edu/conservatory/undergraduate/financial. 




