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Major in Chinese Instrument Performance
at Bard College
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The Bard College Conservatory of Music and its US-China Music Institute, in partnership with the Central Conservatory of
Music in Beijing, offer a groundbreaking, undergraduate performance degree program in selected Chinese instruments.
This program builds on Bard’s existing five-year music and liberal arts and sciences double-degree program to combine the
professional study of traditional Chinese instruments with a Western-style, liberal arts education. Students graduate with a
bachelor of music degree, majoring in the performance of a Chinese instrument, and a bachelor of arts in a field other than
music. Future graduates will transform the development of Chinese music in the West and in China, not only as musicians
but also as leaders and thinkers.
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BARD COLLEGE CONSERVATORY OF MUSIC
DOUBLE-DEGREE PROGRAM
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ABOUT BARD COLLEGE CONSERVATORY OF MUSIC

Founded in 1860, Bard College is a four-year residential college of the liberal
arts and sciences located 90 miles north of New York City. Bard’s campus
consists of nearly 1,000 parklike acres in the Hudson River Valley. It offers
bachelor of arts, bachelor of science, and bachelor of music degrees, with
concentrations in more than 40 academic programs; graduate degrees in 11
programs; 10 early colleges; and numerous dual-degree programs nationally
and internationally. The Bard College Conservatory of Music, founded in
2005, has been recognized as one of the finest conservatories in the United
States. It is guided by the principle that young musicians should be broadly
educated in the liberal arts and sciences to achieve their greatest potential.
All undergraduates complete a double-degree program over a five-year

period: a bachelor of music and a bachelor of arts in a field other than music.
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ABOUT THE DOUBLE-DEGREE PROGRAM

The Conservatory’s five-year, double-degree program in Chinese instruments
admits exceptionally talented students of all nationalities. Graduates earn
a bachelor of music degree and a bachelor of arts degree. For their BA
degrees, students can choose from approximately 40 stand-alone programs
in the arts; languages and literature; science, mathematics, and computing;
social studies; and interdivisional programs and concentrations. Bard’s core
curriculum ensures that students receive a broad academic foundation
with particular emphasis on writing, the sciences, and mastery of the tools
of scholarly inquiry. Foreign students whose language is not English are
granted one year in the ESL (English as a Second Language) program before
being successfully promoted to their second year.
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THE CHINESE INSTRUMENT CURRICULUM
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STUDIO INSTRUCTION

Working with outstanding artist-teachers and their graduate assistants
from the Central Conservatory of Music, students benefit from face-to-face
instruction, along with video-conference sessions utilizing state-of-the-art
technology.
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CHINESE ENSEMBLE

Ensemble and chamber music performance play an important role at the
Conservatory. Students work closely with their studio teachers to develop
skills in ensemble playing, intonation, and musical expression through
practical playing experience, with numerous performance opportunities
throughout the year. Mixed ensembles with Western instruments are
encouraged. The Chinese Ensemble is further enriched by master classes
and concerts by guest artists.
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OTHER MUSIC COURSES

The Conservatory’s Core Chinese Music Sequence integrates the study of
music theory, analysis, and composition over 4 semesters with Harmony
and Counterpoint, Composition for Performers, and Conservatory
Seminar on Chinese Music. Aural Skills courses provide students with
expertise in sight-singing; harmonic analysis; and other requirements

of functional musical literacy. Required Music History courses include
Introduction to Chinese Music and 3 semesters of the Literature and
Language of Chinese Music.
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GRADUATION RECITAL

Students present a full-length recital in the fourth or fifth year of the
program. Selections are chosen to demonstrate the unique musical
strengths and artistic goals of each student.

ElFRE
FLEEENFRERFHET BN ELRET RS, HEFAFE
MEMARHE  RERTFENZIRER , RERREEZEME,



Work with World-Renowned Faculty of
the Central Conservatory of Music
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The faculty members of the Traditional Instruments Department at the Central Conservatory of Music in Beijing are
among the most accomplished and respected musicians of our time. Through our groundbreaking partnership with
the Central Conservatory, Chinese instrument majors receive studio instruction directly from a faculty member from
the Central Conservatory, in person and via video conference. In addition, regular lessons with Central Conservatory
graduate assistants will take place on the Bard campus each semester. The program includes travel to Beijing to work
with the master instructor in person while residing on campus at the Central Conservatory.
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Jindong Cai

Director, US-China Music Institute

An orchestra conductor with a
distinguished career, Jindong Cai spent
many years at Stanford University
before coming to Bard and founding the
US-China Music Institute in 2017. Cai is
a Beijing native with strong ties to his
homeland, and a leading advocate of
music from across Asia. He has conducted
most of the top orchestras in China, as

well as orchestras across North America, and has written extensively
on music and the performing arts in China.
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Annandale-on-Hudson, New York
bard.edu/conservatory

Tan Dun

Dean, Bard College Conservatory of Music
The world-renowned artist and UNESCO
Global Goodwill Ambassador Tan Dun has
made an indelible mark on the world’s
music scene with a creative repertoire that
spans the boundaries of classical music,
multimedia performance, and Eastern and
Western traditions. At Bard, Tan Dun will
further demonstrate music’s extraordinary
ability to transform lives and guide

the Conservatory in fulfilling its mission of understanding music’s
connection to history, art, culture, and society.
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conservatoryadmission@bard.edu
845-752-2409
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Bard College Office of Admission, PO Box 5000, Annandale-on-Hudson, New York 12504-5000
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TIMELINE

December
Virtual auditions and live
auditionsin China.

January1

Both Conservatory and College
applications and all materials for
first-year applicants are due.

Late February or

early March

Special auditions at the Central
Conservatory of Music in Beijing.

April 1

Final admissions decisions and
financial aid packages will be
sent by email.

May 1

Enrollment deadline.

FOR FURTHER
ASSISTANCE

Please contact:

In English:
conservatoryadmission@bard.edu

In Chinese:
uschinamusic@®bard.edu

FOR MORE
INFORMATION

uschinamusic.bard.edu
barduschinamusic.org

Application Process for Bard US-China
Music Institute Double-Degree Program

Applications are being accepted for erhu, yangqin, sheng, suona and dizi. Students of other
Chinese instruments will also be considered.

ADMISSION INFORMATION

m Please send us an email if you are interested in applying and tell us about yourself. Send emails in
English to conservatoryadmission@bard.edu or send emails in Chinese to uschinamusic@bard.edu.

® There are two applications for this double-degree program: one for the Conservatory and one for Bard
College. The Conservatory application is completed and submitted through our online system; to apply
to the College, go through the Common Application (see below).

REQUIRED MATERIALS FOR CONSERVATORY APPLICATION

m Prescreening recordings: Submit two pieces, one traditional and one contemporary. For more
information, visit bard.edu/conservatory/undergraduate/requirements.

® A musical biography or résumé:Please prepare a short musical biography with information about past music
studies and achievements.

= A recommendation from a professional musician (usually your private instructor): Please provide your
recommender’s email through the Conservatory application, and they will be emailed and asked to submit
their recommendation online.

To open an account on our online application system, visit connect.bard.edu/apply. After opening an
account, please email conservatoryadmission@bard.edu, so we can add your Conservatory application.

REQUIRED MATERIALS FOR COLLEGE APPLICATION

= The Common Application: commonapp.org

® Academic teacher recommendations: We prefer that one recommendation come from an English or
humanities instructor and one from a math or science instructor. Please provide the email addresses of
your recommenders through the Common Application, and they will be emailed and asked to submit
their recommendations online.

® School report: This form is generally completed by a high school counselor and includes a school
profile.

= High school transcript (Include midyear senior grades, if available at the time of application)

« TOEFL (Test of English as a Foreign Language) or IELTS (International English Language Testing
System) exam: We require all international students to take the TOEFL. Our test score guidelines
are: TOEFL score of at least 600 (paper-based) or 100 (Internet-based test— iBT®). We also accept
the IELTS in place of the TOEFL, with a band score of no less than seven.

- International students whose English language proficiency is below the required level may be
granted “Exception Admit” status for their first year at Bard, with the understanding that by the
start of the second year, their English-language proficiency has reached the necessary standard. A
year-long intensive ESL (English as a Second Language) course is offered at Bard for Exception
Admit students.

» For information about TOEFL or IELTS exams, visit ets.org/toefl or ielts.org.

« Duolingo English Test in place of the TOEFL or IELTS, with a test score of no less than 120.

® Application fee ($50 or fee waiver)

m Standardized testing: Please note that we do not require SAT or ACT scores, but if you submit your
scores, we will consider them in making our admission decision. (Bard’s CEEB code is 2037.)

All materials (recordings, recommendations, essays, etc.) should be submitted online through the application

system. However, if you prefer to mail recommendations and transcripts, they may be sent to:

Bard College Office of Admission, PO Box 5000, Annandale-on-Hudson, New York 12504-5000

To begin a Common Application, visit commonapp.org.

FINANCIAL AID
All Conservatory applicants are automatically considered for merit-based financial aid. International
students and their parents are required to complete the following forms:
® International Student Financial Aid Form
® Certification of Finances
These forms may be found at bard.edu/conservatory/undergraduate/financial.





