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From the Desk of the Execative Director

This suramer sawr a sad chapter unfold in the story of “%he
Ossuary of James” Events disappointed not oaly those who had hoped
this artifact might be anthenticated, but sverrone who wants to see pub-
lic scholasshiys in the field of meligion pusued at an appropriate stan-
dand.

Because the owner of the ossuary never specified whae it was
diseoversd and how preciselr he arquired it, the possibility of forgery
could not be excluded when the publicity campaign on behalf of the
insoription’s anthenticity was lauached last auturan . The Biblical As
chasoloay Society and several prominent scholas, some of ther ewpert
in epizraphy and some not, tred to t@lk thesr way amound this problem .
Their enthusiasm pot to the point, as [ have mentioned o this coluran,
that a few of them teied to deny thar thers wers inconsistencies in the
style of the inscription, that the patina on the ossuary seemed thiclky
and that for a Christian ossuary to call Jasaes “the boother of Jesus”
and not “boother of the Losd Jesus” seemed odd. But the principal
pooblem pemamined that any object whose provenance is unlmown
can’t be authenticated . The damape to the ossuary inflicted en route
between Ismel and the Royal Ontaro Museum did nothing to en-
courage confidencs in the poofessicmalism of those concemed. Still
advocates of the ossnary enjoyed prominent media coverage . Pechaps
that made them incantions in their jndements.

In any case, an mvestimating pane] of the Ismel Antiquities

as 3 matter of whatever people fael lile belisving .

In this, journalists nndemstand neither religion
nor their own function . A story that is aot followed wp is
just possip, aot news, and unsubstantiated rumor 5 the
stuff of supesstition, not faith . Until we can spealr about
religion openly, rlearly, and oo the basis of spacifisble and
specified evidence, our cultum will repmain at an immatre stage whes it
conceens dealing with ingpulses and actions that desive from faith |

Because that is the case, I am disappointed raost of all by the
silence of mlimions ompanieations ~ and of professional societies dedicated
to the study of the New Testament. Could they find 50 wonds to pootest
the ethical and scholarly and jonrnalistic sloppiness mvolved in this fi-
asco? The Society of Biblical Literatuee sponsored discussioas abont the

ossuary that claimed its authenticity, but

o it Thein. Beial

newer took a stand. The Roval Oatacio Mo
seum has prevancated ower the findings of
the Israel Antiquities Authority, evidently
embarrassed by its owa haste in the embrac-
ing the peauineness of the piece. Caly the
Antiquities Authority seems to hawe done its
fob

Just after the arrest of the owner, I
was dining in Colomne at a conference of the

Authority meported in June that the patina inside the inseeprtion
itself did not cosrespond to the patina around the inserption  Ia effect,
it appeared that the letrering had baen cut through the weathesing of
the stone . In July the owner was aemsted for frand. Undee the legal
powers of the Ismmel Antiquitiss Authority, his msidence and storage
facility had been searched, and sevaral ossuaries were discovensd, as well
a5 equipment for enpraving, stencils of ancient letters, and dict from
excavations. In a biracre twist, the “Ossnary of James” was fouad on a
plank atop a toilst, One headline writer could not resist seferring to its
being “dethroned ”

The story of this piece as told 'by its owaer and its apologisﬁ
has been baroque since the fist day. Now & has becomes sordid . Thes is
10 mom meason to prejudee a lepal matter than them was to poesjudes
the question of aur.henticity befom the N ECEEEACY data wems in. But for
the time being, “the Ossuacy of James” can 10 mom featume in disous
sion of the New Testament than the Pdtdown Man can be cited in a
course on human evolution .

The armest of the owner was seported at the timae by the Asso-
ciated Press, but the popular media in this countey—the same media thar
beat the drum for the autheatwity of the pisce—mostly lot the story pass |
How convenient for theta . Their newdound meticence permits them o
evade the issne of their own credibility in being len cver by a publicity
cangaign .

Major organizations for repo rting news have loft a huge mis
itnpression i the minds of the majority of their seaders and wiewerss .
Would they do the same if a politician they had backed was shown to
hawe lied about his qualifications? Why i it acceptable to let suspect
information stand in meard to seligion, but notpolities? This is whee I
arn especially disappointed: the fourth estate still tends to trear selipion

Causoy Zilmcd-drahidon Xominr

Studiorum Nowi Testaraenti Societas, at the
invitation of the Aschbishop of Cologne. Dusine his speech before dia-
ner, the Arxhbishop mentioned that the medieval cathedmal had beea
dedicated to house the semains of the theee wise raen of Matthew's Ges:
pel. In his formal seply, the president of our society, notnosmally kmowm
to jole a pmeat deal, observed that while many of our members raight
dispputs the identity of the bones in the cathedral, at least they had a
better claim to authenticity than  “the Ossuary of James ™

It is pood when scholas can langh a controversy into a healthy
pempective, but I hope to see 3 time when that is sot the preserve of
scholars alone . One funetion of the Instimte of Advanced Theology is 1o
enable all those interested in mining the soues of mlipion to distin-
guish fool's pold foora the mal thmp. Then we will all hawe the last
laugh m

Forere (Ulhenn

Bruce Chilton
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A Chat with the Chair

Wi

From the beginning, from the
very first dayof orpanimtion, owr objactrs
for the Irstitute was the dissemination of
teuth, honesty, and acowuracy. It vas, and
owr constant poal o reseacch ard publish
realities as we, and our associates, unfold
the historical facts abowt Biblical events in
the First Centuiry.

This is not alorays easy, as this
area of history is layered over by the worlk
of so many hards and minds, who often
have their owm versions, complets with
alterations ard bias, of the facts. In his-
tory, rot onlydo the Spoils™ balong to
the victors, butalo the franchise to write

about it. Truths are often like archacobgr-
cal finds—buried deep and needing ex-
perts to unearth and restore them to their
original basis.

Oune has to be lmovdedpeable
and bold, even brave, ro be willing to strip
back the imposed layers of historical de-
ceit to pet to the truth, This &5 what Brace
Chilton’s variowus luncheos lecture series
are all about. Often someone vrll raise
their hand during the discussios:, after the
lecture and say, “Tlat’s not what [ vas
taught.” Bruce exphins {urther and the

audience sees, as through a more power-

ful lens, why he & right.

t h
Yoo

Do rot miss
the luncheon lecture
series, which will appear
this year on different
days and under different labels. Theyall
bear a common thread. If First Centu'y

history and acmasacy are important to youw,
be there.

Frank Crohn
Chairman of the Board

News of the Institate

EXBCUTIVE DIRECTOR, BRUCE CHILTON
Inn the fall Rev. Chilton will be o~

ing a series of leotures on Mondav eve-
nings i1 October at the Howuse of the Re-
deemer in Manhatan The weelly lectiacss
will be pren from Ootober § througk 27.
A fae i5 required. For further information
contact tha House of the Redeemer at
212-289-0399;
info@houseoftheredeemer org; or wisit the
mrebsits houseoftheredeemer orp. Address:
T East 95thSt, New York, NY 10128,

e-mail:

SENICR FBLLOW, JACOE NEUSNER

Recent 2003 publications by
Jacob Newsner include, The Pefere Torak
and Rabdbimic Naratne: A Docionemtary
Perspertive, YVolumes [, 11, I and IV(E ..
Brill);, Undersdnding the Tatnead: A Dialogic
Approach (Kav Publishirey Howse); and
editor of CGeorpe H. E. Nickesbwy in Lo
spectie. An OnGoing Didlopee of Leaming
(with Alan ], Avery-Peck), i the fawenal for
the Study of Judaim, Volumes 1 and I, (E.

J. Beill), The thied edition of
World Religions in fonerica. £n
Introdiction, edited by Jaoob
Neusner (with a new introdue-
tion and several new chapters)
will be available from Westminster John
KonoxPress. m

A Member’s View

The Inssivate woald like a0 thaady Mc Hares, & charter memober af the Imsitate, uho somte the following essay for felow memben .
If yox. ave btevested. im s xlmeitsing am essay, pleare ¢ mad @hand adx or call the office 2 3 $5.738T 270,

8T, PAUL, THE MYSTERY MAN OF CHRISTENDOM

Afrer tvo thousand years, hovwr can it
be that one protal person can evole
surh heated and diverse discussion, not
only by the laity who are mught to re-
were his words, but by theolopians,
clerpy, the scholars of Chiristan history?
The answer 15 in Paul himself, What he
did and said was secondary to what he
became.

His mission and writings reveal a
man radically drsren to find his spiritual
identity. One has to put oneself in his
place to know the pressures under
which he svolved. At best, it mould be a
limited and superficial knowing. But by
grace alone, something happened be-
vond Pawl's wtellectial experience. He
found the Cosmis Christ. The spiritual
search that drove him so hard opened
in him a leve]l of unity with the Divine.

He did ot think him
self there: it was the fruut of what he
experienced. For Paul, his thirst for
Jesus vams so powerful that it brought
out a new entity. I am new in Christ”
sounds very much like Pawl
talking.

For any one of us who has
tried to understand Paul, the
teachings of Dr. Bruce Chilton
have been remarlable. It & said
that a pood teacher sets you
free. To be freed of the misunderstand-
ings resulting from the many levels of
Pawl has been a true gift. In the lecture/
husicheon series on St Paul, which oul
minated last spring with a final lanch-
ezon mesting in June, Dr. Chilton drevw
with certitude on historical fact. But like
Pawl it 55 Chilton’s spiritial insseht that

brings ws into the new Paul the one
who translated Jesus of Namreth into
the Cosmic Christ, teachines that ad-
vanced well beyond that of the other
early followers. Paul the outsider of all
the proups extolling Jesus's teachingps,
came forth with the plum. Without
question, Paul is known to have mught
that it is not by worls but by faith (the
inner experience) alone that we are
saved. We could deduce the simple in-
struction here—spirinual hunger expands
the soul, preparing it for the presence of
the D i,

Dr. Chilton: has domne an important

vork fnot to be lost by hearing alone.
His new book forthcoming in 2004,
entitled Rabbi Pawd An Ineellectatl Biagas

bhey, 15 the essence of this teaching. m
—Marpuerite Hayes, Red Hool:
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Aboat the Fall Institute Events

SEFTEMBER 23, TUESDAY
LECTURE. THE VISSONOF THE GOSMAEL OF TROMES
A talk by enowned author Andrew Harrey. Free and open to the
public. Bertelsmann Campus Center, Weis Cinema, 8:30p.m.

OCTOEER 3, THROUGH OCTOBER 31, FRIDAYS

Fiwa Friday luncheon lectuses by the Rev. Dr. Bruce Chilton on the
topic of “Mary Mapdalene: A Femin ist Biography.”

“Thooughout the history of the intempmetation of the New Testa
taent, Mary Mapdalene has emerged a5 a pivotal figue in the discussion
of mendar and semuality,” states Dr. Chilton . “During the 1&h century,
for cxarople, Protestants and Catholies disputed her place in the Gospels
as such as they did basic doctrines of the faith . She malkes the connee

tion of femininity and faith unarsidable, beranse she was the companion

of Jesus, a prinegpal witness of his resurmection and what it meant, and
one of those whese mmembmance of Jesus shaped the Gospel tradition ™

He continues, “Dm'i.ug the autumn lectume SEries, We will consider
those historical issues, but also the bmoader question of how historical
findings can be integpmted and gpplied . Because the literature of Cuostic
cism emabrazed Mary MMapdalens as a key exponent of Jesus' entice pes
spective, she has exemplified how knowing an historical firuee is not only
a matter of data, but alko of hermenecutics 7 A discussion led by waembars
of the Red Hool Ministesinen will follow sach lectuee.

Prepegistration and paymeant sequested. $12 for cach luscheon
lzcture, or §8 each for membess of the Institute . Multipumpose Room,
Bertelsmann Camgpns Center, 12 noon . For information or sesersrations,
call the Imstitute office at 345-758-7279, eanal wmt@bacd adu, or wisit
wew bard edu/fiat.

OCTOBER 4, BATURDAY
SYMEOSIURS: "NITACLES IV THE WORLD'S RELIGIOMNS "

Tha featured spealer is Kenneth L Woodwand, contabuting editor
of Weusueek and author of The Book of Meraeles: The Me iy of the Miracle
Seories &0 Chisticniey, Juddisrm, Euddbism, Hinduism, and Iien and Mdking
Saing: How the Catholic Chavrh Deterprgnes Wika Deeorews g Satine, Wio Dons
7', and Wy Fanelists include Bard professors the Rev, Dr. Bruce Chil-
ton (Christianity), Richard Davis (Hinduism), Tacobh Neusner {Judaism),
Merina Rustomji (5lasa), and Knstin Schieble (Buddhism).

WMultpupose mom, Bertelsmansn Campus Ceater, 3.00 pm. Free and
open to the public, no mesecrations necessary .

“Opinion polls tall us thar 84 percent of adult Armericans aot only
believe God works miracles, but 48 percent claim they hawe wimessed a
miracle in their owa lives or in the lives of someone they lmow,” sars
Woodward . “But what is a miracl: and how do we lmow whea a miracle
ocours? These are questions polls do aot answer”

Every selipions tradition containg miracle workess
and miracls stories . Woodward states that “although
miracle stogies can be found in all five traditions—
Puddhisra, Christianity, Hinduism, Islam, and Juda-
isrn—vwhat counts as a miracle differs within each teadi-
tion . It follows that when a miracle ocouss, it is recos-
nized as such because it replicates the classic miracle
stories as found in the sacred texts, and in the stories of
the preat saints, sages, and spiritual masters secopnized
by sach tradition Conversely, I would asgue, miracls
5tories in one tradition are usually not acceptad as
such by wmesabers of other selimious readitions . In this sespect, miracle sto-
ries pesemble family seorets or famuly photo albusms—things meant to be
shared, appreciated and undastood caly among those within the commu-
nity. In most mtedfaith dialosues, themfoms, mimcls stosies am excluded ”

Each of the panelists will relate whathe o she repacds as paradig
matic miracle stories froa his or her tradition by way of slucidating the
meaning and function of miracles within each tradition . Ther also wil
consider the extent to which the integeity and coherence of each tradition
depands wion the belief in miracles, at least in the classic miracls stogies .
“The aim of the syeposinm ™ says Woodwasd, “is to show how miracle
stogies reveal a worldwiew pacticular to a piven tmdition . This would be, I
beliewe, the first tisae the question of miracles and their mEan ings has been
addressed at an intermeligions formm 7

DECEMBER 7, TUESDAY

LECTURE: "MARGNG TIME HOLY IV JUDAIR T AND CHIGS TANITY"
A mlk by Jacob Hemsner and Brce Chibon . Weis Cingsna, 8:30p m.

Worlkshop on meditation in the Cheistian tradition led by Bruce
Chilton. For members oaly, limited space . Reservations sequired . Call
845-758-T279, eaail iat@bard adu, o visit www bard edu/iar.m

MEMBERSHI FORM: January 2004 — December 2004
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR! Lecture by Andrew Harvey

UPCOMING FALL 2003 INSTITUTE EVENTS The Vision of the Gospel of Thomas
{FOR FURTHER DETAILS ABQUTEACH EVENT, SEE BAGE 3) Tuesday, September 23, 6:30 p.m. in the Weis Cinema

e Harwey,at the age of 21, herame the youngest person
Fall Lunchean ever to be awarded the Fellow of All Souls Collepe, among
Enpland’s highest academic honors. He has written and ed-
) ! ited over 30 bools, including The Diece Parh: Crateing a Jowe
—, Mary Magdalenne: | 1 Die throsgh the Wnld's Mostic Tnediions; Mary'
i A Feminist Biograplly| Vieyed: Daily Readinp, Mediemions, and Rewelazions

Lecture Series:

on Fridnys in ! (photographs by Eryk Hanut), A Jowney In Ladakh:

L Ol t12 The Tibetan Book of Liing and Dying (comthomnd with Sogral Rinpochel);
Q | OISR E RN Didapes with o Modem Mysic; The Wy of Passion : A Celebaation of Reani;
- Five lectuses by the i Hidden Jownay; and Sox of Muer. He has written for publications such as the

Rev. DI;- Brice Chﬂ:rrl | New York Times Dok Review, Bady Mind Spint, and Qrast. Harvey bas taught
¥8 membecs, §12 ponmembes at Ordord, Cornell, and Hobart and Willlam Smith College, and was the

Thote by The Sexvices Formuarm ticns, mll M57587270 ¢ .
i subject of the 1993 BBC documentary The Muaking of ¢ Mytic. m

SYMPOSIUM: MIRACLES IN THE WORLD'S RELIGIONS ON OCTOBER 4, AT 3:00 P.M.
FEATURED SPEAKER: KENNETH L. WOODWARD, CONTRIBUTING EDITOR OF NEWSWEEK

5 alko the winner of a Natonal Marazine Award and the
author of The Book of Miracles and Making Saines (both pub-
lished by Simon and Schuster).

Panelists include Bard professors the Bruce Chilton
|Christianity), Richard Davis (Hindwism), Jacob Neusner
Judaism), MNerina Rustomji (Islam), and Kristin Schieble
'Buddhism). m

The aim of the symposium is to elucidate how

miracle stories reveal 3 morldviewr particular to a prven
religions tradition.

Kannath L. Woodward is a contributing editor
of Newsveeh, where he was the religion editor  for
thirtysipht years. His articles hawve appeared in the New
Yol Ttmes, Waskington Pose, Smithsonian, Comenomueal,
The Nation, and Awmerica, among other publications. He O 197 Yumsl Kt
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FOR FURTHER INFORMATICHN ON EVENTS

Tho diteintion of this vovelettor is undbnreitton by the Crofin Famil Tru. OR MEMBERSHIF OPFORTUNITIES, OOWTACT THE
The hutitute pratefully deknouledees sup pore provided by pxmden qf the hutitute, INSTITUTE OFFICE AT 84-5-758-7 279,
the Croler Bansly Trwse, and the Tisch Fansly Foundaion, o awll o grans from E-MAIL iat@hardadu,
The Lovy Econmwic Trutitute and Bard College. OR VISIT THE WEBSITE www.bar d.adufiat

Video and audio reooodings of Institute lectures and events ace avaihible fom The Secvices of Red Hook. For fucther inds pmation
visit www. thetacrioss ong /chilton htm, ecmail salex@theresvices ooy, oc @mll 845-758-1501.



