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x6 THE ACADEMY 

ception of the 'theoretical' life has helped to determine its 
features. Socrates had concerned himself solely with man, and 
not with that which is above the heaven or under the earth. 
The Theaetettts, on the other hand, speaks of the philosophical 
soul as 'geometrizing' and ' astronomizing '. 1 She is indifferent 
to what is near at hand; she despises precisely those practical 
activities that occupied the lives of Socrates' favourite hearers; 
and she roams in lofty distances, as is solemnly quoted from 
Pin dar. 

The Tlzeactetus unmistakably refers to the forthcoming 
appearance of the Parmenides. The latter was pretty certainly 
written before the former's sequels, the Sophist and the States
man; hence it was probably finished when Aristotle entered the 
school, and cannot in any case be much later. Those who suggest 
that Aristotle was the author of the objections which this 
dialogue raise5 to the theory of Ideas, are making the unlikely 
supposition that he took the initiative in a revolutionary manner 
while he was still extremely young and had only just entered the 
society. The dialogue shows that before Aristotle the Academy 
had already gone far in criticizing the hybrid character of the 
Ideas, half substances and half abstractions. It could not be 
long before the two ·were separated. Plato himself, indeed, 
thought that he could overcome the difficulties; nevertheless he 
prepared the way for \Vhat happened When he recognized it as in 
principle correct to make laborious logical and ontological exam
inations of the Ideas, as is done in this dialogue and in later ones. 
Aristotle's speculations cannot be linked up with the Phaedo 
or the Republic and the Idea-theory as it appears in them. 

In the Tlzeaetetus Theaetetus and Theodorus are opposite 
types. One represents the young generation of mathematicians, 
\Vho are interested in philosophy; the other the old, who will not 
hear of it, though they p.rc experts in their own subject. It was 
not an accident that Plato's relations to famous mathematicians 
found expression in a dialogue precisely at this time. For about 
the year 367 Eudoxus of Cyzicus brought his school to Athens, 
in order to discuss with Plato and his followers the problems that 
interested both parties.2 

1 Tlleaet. 173 E-174 A. 

• Tannery's conjecture (liistoire de l'astronomie, p. 296, n. 4) is confirmed by 
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This event attracted a good deal of attention, and from that 
time on we constantly find members of this school of mathemati
cians and astronomers in communication with the Academy. 
Helicon and Athenaeus are examples. As early as the Republic 
we can observe the effects of Theaetetus' discovery of solid 
geometry. After their intercourse with Eudoxus, Plato and his 
followers took a very great interest in the attempts of the Cyzi
cenian school to explain the irregular movements of the planets 
by simple mathematical suppositions. This was not the only 
way in which Eudoxus stimulated them. He tremendously 
enlarged their notions of geography and human culture by 
bringing exact reports of Asia and Egypt, and by describing from 
extended personal experience the status of astronomy in those 
parts. His contribution to ethical questions was also important. 
The problem of the nature and meaning of pleasure and pain, 
which was to be so central in Aristotle's ethics, led to one more 
great debate within the Academy in Plato's later years. Xeno
crates, Speusippus, and Aristotle contributed works On Pleasure 
to it; Plato contributed the Philebus. Many years afterwards 
Aristotle, who met Eudoxus right at the beginning of his stay in 
the Academy, could still speak of his personal impression with 
real warmth, when he was recalling the stimulus that Eudoxus 
gave. Eudoxus also raised difficulties about the Ideas and 
suggested an alteration of the theory.' In every field Plato's 
school began to attract more and more strangers, some of them 
of the most diverse types. His travels had brought him into 
close connexion with the Pythagoreans gathered round Archytas 
at Tarentum. Their influence reached as far as Sicily, and in 
Sicily at this time there flourished the medical school of 
Philistion, whose importance was so great that we must reckon 
the Life (Rose, p. 429, l. 1) according to which Aristotle entered the Academy 
under Eudoxus. Some excerptor must have misunderstood the statement and 
taken Eudoxus for an archon. What his authority told him was simply that 
Aristotle's entry coincided with Eudoxus' presence. Cf. Eva Sachs (who 
follows F. Jacoby), op. cit., p. 17, n. 2. 

1 For Aristotle on Eudoxus' character and theory of pleasure see Eth. Nic. X. 2. 

For the latter's proposed reformulation of the Idea-theory see Metaph. A 9, 
991a 17; and at greater length in the second book On Ideas (Rose, frg. 189), 
which has been preserved by Alexander in his commentary on the passage. 
Eudoxus proposes to regard participation as the immanence of the Ideas in the 
things, and to this Aristotle strongly objects. That participation was the most 
debated problem of the time is clear from Plato's later dialogues. 



22 THE ACADEMY 

of visual and aesthetic development in the Greek mind, and 
(3) the long-neglected study of ova{a or substance, to which Plato 
gave new material by the problem of the one and the many, and 
living and tangible content by the invention of the Ideas. The 
last element was (4) the dualism of the Orphic myth of the soul, 
to which his whole constitution inclined him, and which, watered 
by his fertile imagination, took firm root in the new conception 
of being. 

When we consider these four elements it is not difficult to 
suppose that he affected the ordinary educated person as a 
mixture of poet, reformer, critic, and prophet. {The strictness 
with which he imposed his new method on himself would not at 
first make any difference to this impression.) Hence it is not 
surprising that, in view of the gulf between him and all other 
science, both ancient and modern, he has been called a mystic 
and expelled from the history of thought. If this simple solution 
were right, however, it would be very hard to understand why 
he has had such a great influence on the destinies of human 
knowledge; and the fact that he was the sun around which 
revolved persons like Theaetetus, Eudoxus, and Aristotle, that 
is to say, the most talented pioneers of scientific research that 
the fourth century produced, is sufficient to condemn the cheap 
wisdom whose notion of the complexity of intellectual currents 
is so inadequate that it would strike the most revolutionary of 
all philosophers out of the history of knowledge, because he 
discovered not merely new facts but also new dimensions. 

Aristotle saw as clearly a~ Eudoxus that Plato, in his philo
sophical work, had welded together scientific discoveries, 
elements of myth, and mysterious spiritual realms to which the 
eye of knowledge had never penetrated. This weld was by no 
means the mere result of the creator's subjective inclination; it 
was necessarily determined by the historical situation, the 
elements in which were later analysed by Aristotle with a 
profound understanding alike of the creation and of its creator. 
At first, however, he abandoned himself without reserve to 
this incomparable and indivisible world, as is shown by the 
fragments of his early writings, and it was precisely the 
non-scientific elements in Plato's philosophy, that is, the meta
physical and religious parts of it, that left the most lasting 
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imprint on his mind. He must have been unusually receptive 
for such impressions. It was their conflict with his own scientific 
and methodical tendencies that later gave rise to most of his 
problems; and their strength is beautifully shown by the fact 
that he never sacrificed them, although in scientific matters he 
went beyond Plato at every point. In Plato he sought and found 
a man to lead him in a new life, just as in his dialogue Nerinthus 
he makes the simple Corinthian countryman, enthralled by the 
Gorgias, abandon his plough to seek and follow the master. 

Plato explains the connexion between knowing the good and 
following it in his seventh letter. The knowledge which according 
to Socrates makes men good, and that which is commonly called 
scientific knowledge, are distinct. The former is creative, and can 
only be attained by souls that have a fundamental affinity to 
the object to be known, namely, the good, the just, and the 
beautiful. There is nothing to which Plato right down to the end 
of his life was more passionately o_pposed than the statement 
that the soul can know what is just without being just. 1 This, 
and not the systematization of knowledge, was his aim in found
ing the Academy. It remained his aim to the end, as is shown 
by this letter that he wrote in his old age. Let there be a 
communion (CN3fiv) of the elect, of those who, once their souls 
have grown up in the atmosphere of good, are able by virtue of 
their superior equipment to share at last in the knowledge that 
is 'like a light kindled by leaping fire'. It seems to him, Plato 
says, that the search after this knowledge is a thing not for the 
mass of mankind, but only for the few who with a slight hint can 
find it for themselves.2 

' Ep. VII. 344 A. • Ibid. 341 c-B. 



CHAPTER II 

EARLY WORKS 

A RISTOTLE wrote a series of works in dialogue form. The 
£\.fragments that remain of them are not studied as much as 
they should be, partly because it is pleasanter to leave such 
troublesome work to philologists, but also because of the con
viction, which has always obtained in the Peripatetic school, 
that the true Aristotle is to be found in the treatises. Even if we 
only wish to understand the treatises, however, the fragments of 
the lost dialogues can teach us a great deal. If we knew nothing 
else about the relation between the two kinds of writing, it 
would be highly significant to be able to determine that the 
dialogues, modelled on those of Plato, belong almost entirely to 
Aristotle's early years, and that in his later period he practically 
abandoned literary activity (since the treatises are merely the 
written basis of his very extensive activitie~ as teacher and 
lecturer). There are indeed exceptions to this statement. 
Alexander or Colonization must, to judge from its title, have been 
a dialogue belonging to the time when Alexander's racial policy 
in Asia obliged Aristotle to make public announcement of his 
disapproval to the Greek-reading world. This straggler there
fore had a special reason in Aristotle's political position. Mutatis 
mutandis, the same is true of the collection of rs8 Constitutions, 
which was intended for publication and was written in a clear 
and lively style, as we can tell from that of the Constitution of 
Athens. In spite of these exceptions, however, it remains true to 
say that in the course of his development Aristotle radically 
altered his views about the necessity of presenting science in 
literary form, and about the relation between literary and 
truly productive work. 

With Plato the primary impulse was originally the formative 
one. He did not write in order to set out the contents of his 
doctrine. His desire was to show the philosopher in the dramatic 
instant of seeking and finding, and to make the doubt and con
flict visible; and that not in a mere intellectual operation, but in 
the fight against pseudo-science, political power, society, and 

EARLY WORKS zs 
his own heart; for the spirit of Plato's philosophy necessarily 
collided with all these forces. According to his original view of 
it, philosophy is not a sphere of theoretical discoveries b~t a 
reorganization of all the fundamental elements of life. Constder, 
for example, the paradoxical picture of the philosopher in the 
Theaetet~ts, or the duel between the Socrates of the Gorgias and 
Callicles, who represents the egoistical, might-is-right view of 
state and society. These dialogues have nothing but the name 
in common with the didactic conversations of Giordano Bruno, 
Hume, or Schopenhauer._ Plato was writing the philosoph~r's 
tragedy. Unlike his imitators he never gave mere theoretical 
differences of opinion under a stylistic veneer. 

The Theaetetus, which is contemporary with Aristotle's 
entrance into the Academy, is the first of a group of dialogues 
that are radically different from the earlier ones both in form 
and in content; and it ushers in the transference of Plato's 
main philosophical interests to methodological, analytical, and 
abstract studies. 1 In this group the equilibrium between the 
aesthetic and the philosophical elements in Plato's mind is 
destroyed for the sake of the latter. The discords, clearly 
perceptible to delicate ears, begin to appear in the T_hea~tetus. 
They are due not so much to the lack of out~va~d pohsh m th_e 
form as to the conquest of Plato's dramatic rmpulse by h1s 
abstract interest in method, to the consistent pursuit of a single 
question along a single level track. A man can indeed find Plato 
the dramatist even here, so long as he is able to detect reversal 
of fortunes (mpmhetcx) and complication (1TAoKi]) even in the 
development of methodological and abstract ideas. But in spite 
of the artistic elaborateness of its constmction it remains signifi
cant that this very dialogue seems to most modern philosophers 
Plato's 'greatest philosophical achievement'. It is in fact 
almost a treatise, positive though critical; and it is not an 
accident that in the introduction Plato refers to his previous 

• J. Stenzel was the first to give any thorough ~ccount of the ?onnexion 
between Plato's philosophical development and h1s form. .see h1s addre~s 
· Literarische Form und philosophischer Gehalt des platomschcn ~1alog~ . 
jahresbericht d. Schlcsischen Gesrllschaft jt4r vaterl. Ktcltttr, 1916; rrprmted m 
Sttcclim zur Entwicklungsgt'Schichtc der plalontscht11 Dtalek~tk .. &c., Bn.'Slau, 191 ~· 
pp. 123 ff. For the late di:.logucs sec thc chapter on D1e neue Methode , 
pp. 45 tf. 

B 
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method of writing dialogues, and announces simplifications the 
aim of which is to give greater scientific lucidity and directness 
to the exposition. I 

The Sophist and the Statesman, show more clearly the difficulty 
that Plato now has with the dialogue form. The application of 
the method of division to a particular conception, descending 
step by step from the universal tu the particular, is such an 
undramatic and monotonous procedure that at the beginning of 
the Sophist the leader of the discussion is obliged to tell his 
interlocutors not to interrupt him too often, or preferably to 
listen to a continuous speech. 2 This amounts to openly abandon
ing Socrates' 'obstetric' method of discussion, and announcing 
that from now on the dialogue form is nothing but an unessential 
stylistic ornament. The Timaeus and the Philebus are not 
exceptions; what they offer to the reader as dialogue is merely a 
transparent veil of style thrown over a purely doctrinal content. 
It is not any vivacity in the conversation that gives the Timaeus 
its tremendous effectiveness. The Philebus could be transformed 
without difficulty into a methodical and unified treatise much 
like Aristotle's Ethics. In the Laws the last trace of scenic 
illusion is gone. The delineation of character (i)6onot!a) is 
consciously renounced ; and the whole is a solemn address or 
proclamation, not by Socrates but by Plato himself, the stranger 
from Athens.J 

As was logical, the figure of Socrates, after having been rele-
1 Theaet. 143 B. The Theaetetus retains the outward form of a Socratic 

dialogue, and frequently makes express reference to Socrates' midwifery. But 
this very selfconscious reflection on the nature and limits of the Socratic 
method, which is strongly emphasized, shows that Plato is now purposely using 
the old form of cross-examination ({My)(os) merely to clear the ground for his 
question about the definition of knowledge. Stenzel rightly points out the close 
connexion between the Theaetetus and the Sophist; the latter solves the 
problems raised by the former, and it does not use 'midwifery'. Cf. Socrates' 
final words at Theaet. 210 c: 'These are the limits of my art; I can no farther go.' 

• Soph. 2I7 D. RTs true tli'at they are still going to give remark for remark 
(hros 1rp~ C1r<>s), it being assumed that the answerer will always say yes; but that 
is something quite different from the old 'obstetric' conversation 'by question 
and answer', where the questioner puts forward no views but only gets the 
answerer to do so. 

J The author of the Epin<>mis judges the real state of affairs correctly in 
980 D. He makes the Athenian remind the two others of a famous passage of 
the Laws in words that absolutely abandon all dramatic reality: 'if you 
remember; for, to be sure, you made notes (i.rnol.lvt'll.lcna) at the time'. Here we 
~e suddenly in the middle of a lecture. 

S I EVt!NSON Llt$KAHY ~AfitO eOllEGE 
Annandale-on-Hudson N y 12504 
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gated to minor roles from the Sophist onwards, is finally dropped 
in the Laws. In the Philebus he appears once more, for the last 
time, because this dialogue discusses questions that had been 
raised by the real Socrates. (The answers are obtained, however, 
by means of methods that would never have occurred to him.) 
In this last period the separation between the historical Socrates 
and Plato's own philosophizing is complete. And that is another 
sign that his general tendency towards science, logic, and dogma 
is seeking self-expression. The last fruit of the theory of Forms 
was the methods of classification and abstraction, which are 
what Plato means by dialectic in the narrow sense of his later 
works. These methods had revolutionized the form of the 
controversial dialogue that arose out of the Socratic cross
examination. They had made it psychologically meaningless and 
almost turned it into a treatise. No further progress was possible 
in this direction. It was only a question of time before the great 
art of the classical Platonic dramas died out, for its root was 
dead. This was the moment at which the young Aristotle began 
to take a hand. I 

All members of the Academy wrote dialogues, though none 
wrote more and weightier ones than Aristotle. This fact is 
significant for the relation of the new generation to Plato. They 
all used the dialogue as a ready-made form, without asking 
themselves how far such an imitation was possible. The Greeks 
naturally tended to imitate everything once it was 'discovered'; 
and they had not yet realized that Plato's dialogue in its 
classical perfection was something absolutely inimitable, the 
flower of a unique combination of historical necessity, individual 
creative power, and particular experience. His pupils regarded 
the dialogue as the established vehicle for giving living form to 
esoteric philosophy, and hence every one desired to see the 
master's effect on himself reproduced in such a mediu:!l. But 
the more they realized that, because of the intimate unity 
of his personality, life. and works, Plato was an indivisible 

1 No one has yet tried to connect Aristotle's dialogue with the development 
of ~Jato's form. R. Hirzel (DeY Dialog, p. 275) does not even put the question. 
Us~ng a .merely general impression of Plato's dialogues, he can only sec the 
Anst?tehan t:»:pe as opposed to it. He regards the two kinds as due simply to 
the d1fference m the characters of the two authors, and does not do justice to 
the factors inherent in the situation. 
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magnitude that could not be taken over as a whole without 
producing either a dead scholasticism or a literary dilettantism, 
the more they consciously set themselves to find fundamentally 
new forms for that which was scientific and objective in him 
and so could be detached. These attempts properly took their 
departure not from the dialogues but from Plato's oral teaching. 
It is significant both of the youthful Aristotle's natural affinity 
to Plato and of his inability to view him objectively that he did 
not at once take this way, but began by continuing the dialogue. 
Clearly he found the essential Plato more alive, more powerful, 
and more objectiYe, in the dialogue than in any other form. 

The remaining fragments of his dialogues, together with the 
reports of antiquity and the imitations of later writers (he had 
an especially powerful influence on Cicero), enable us to infer 
that Aristotle invented a new kind of literary dialogue, namely 
the dialogue of jCienti.fic discussion. He rightly saw that the 
shadow-existence of the 'obstetric' question and answer must 
be done away, since it had lost its real function by becoming a 
mere cloak for 'long speeches'; but, while Plato in his later days 
was tending to replace dialogue by dogmatic lecture, Aristotle 
set speech against speech, thus reproducing the actual life of re
search in the later Academy. One of the speakers took the lead, 
gave the subject, and summed up the results at the end. This 
naturally put narrow limits to the delineation of personality. 
The art of writing the speeches was taken over from rhetoric and 
developed in accordance with the precepts of Plato's Phaedrus. 
The dialogue now depended for its effect more on its character 
(fi6os) as a whole than on the ethopoeia of particular persons; and, 
while it lost in aesthetic objectivity, it presumably gained in 
unity of mood and tendency. It was, therefore, only logical for 
Aristotle finally to make himself the leader in his own dialogues. 

This alteration, while it did not restore the original Socratic 
purpose of the dialogue (that was irretrievably lost), gave it once 
more a real content, one that corresponded to the new form of 
the conversations in which it had always had its root. Instead 
of the arena of arguments, with the dramatic thrust and counter
thrust of eristical duels, there were long theoretical examinations 
and demonstrations, conducted according to strict method. 
The change may be deplored; but it was inevitable, as Plato had 
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recognized when he abandoned 'obstetric' conversation and the 
delineation of character. The historians of literature, who do 
not see what inner forces were at work, suppose themselves to 
have established that Aristotle brought about the decline of the 
dialogue. On the contrary, he merely performed the inevitable 
transition to another stage. The dialogue of discussion is simply 
an expression of the fact that the scientific element in Plato 
finally burst its form and remoulded it to suit itself. It was not 
a mere matter of aesthetics; it was a development of the 
philosophic mind, which necessarily produced its own new 
form. 

It is customary to apply the casual remarks of later writers 
about the characteristics of Aristotle's dialogue to alt of them, 
but the mere titles show that that is impossible. Eudemus or On 
.tlze Soul and Gryllus or On Rhetoric cannot have been very 
different from the earlier Platonic type of which the Phaedo and 
the Gorgias are examples. One of the fragments of the Eudemus 
still retains the Socratic technique of question and answer.I 
Whether Aristotle appeared as leader of the discussion in 
dialogues of this type is to be doubted. Those in which we are 
toid that he was the leader, the Statesman in two books and the 
Philosophy in three, were obviously almost didactic works, and 
thus entirely differenU Plato's example ought to be enough to 

' Frg. 44· (I give the numbers of the fragments according to the Teubner 
edition of Rose's AYistotelis Fragmtnta, 1886. They are different from those 
in the earlier Academy edition.) There is, however, no midwifery about this 
q~estion and answer. It is the learner who asks questions, while the other gives 
~1m systematic information. The conversation is reported by a third person, as 
m the earlier Plato. Aristotle thus docs not use the principle laid down at the 
beginning of the Theaetetus. 

• .Frgs. 8. 9, and 78. The last passage (Cic. Ep. ad Qttintum Jr. III. 5, 1) 
seems to refer not merely to the Statesman ('de praestante viro') but also to 
the books On justice ('de republica', cf. next note), which Cicero must have 
~nown. As soon as we look at the passages concerned without presuppositions, 
1t becomes obvious that there is no point in the attempts to explain the 'con
tradiction' in Cicero's statements about the mos AYistotelius. In Ad Att. XIII. 
19, 4, he says it is Aristotelian for the author himself to lead the discussion. In 
Ad.Jam. I. 9, 23, he calls the style of his books De Oratore Aristotelian, although 
he IS not himself the leader in them. In each place he is right. Aristotle did not 
t~ke the lead in all his dialogues; in the Gryllu.s and the Eudemt•s he certainly 
d1~ not appear at all. It is Aristotelian to have a series of long speeches; it is 
Ar~stotclian to have a special introduction to each book of a dialogue; it is 
Anstotel~an to put oneself into the dialogue. But there is no passage which says 
t.ha~ .a d1alogue is not Aristotelian unless it exhibits all three of these pecu
hantlcs at once. \Ve must not try to squeeze a single and constant type of 
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prevent us from supposing that Aristotle had a fixed form which 
he never changed. As a matter of fact, his development as a 
writer of dialogue includes all stages from 'obstetric' conversa
tion to the pure treatise. It runs parallel to his development as a 
philosopher, or rather is its organic expression. 

It is often possible to show that particular Aristotelian 
dialogues are modelled on particular Platonic ones, especially in 
their contents. The Eudemus is related in this way to the 
Phaedo, the Gryllus to the Gorgias, and the books On justice to 
the Republic. I The Sophist and the Statesman, like the Sympo
sium and the Menexenus, were naturally suggested by Plato's 
dialogues of the same name. The Protrepticus, which was not a 
dialogue, reveals the influence of the protreptic passages in 
Plato's Euthydemus, even to verbal echoes. Plato may have 
appeared as a speaker in the dialogues. 

The style also shows very close dependence. It seems indeed 
that Aristotle soon attained his own manner, a style whose only 
aim was to be pure and clear, such as naturally belongs to the 
pure scientist ;2 but the Eudem1ts, for example, contained myths; 
and it had other lively graces, such as frequent similes, partly 
based on well-known Platonic models, which were famous in 
later antiquity. In the simile of the subterranean men coming 
up into the light and seeing the heaven, the power of the 
language carries one away. The myth of Midas echoes the 
apocalyptic style of the Fates in the last book of the Republic. 
Cicero praises the golden stream of the prose in Aristotle's 

Aristotelian dialogue out of our authorities. The same is true of the statement 
that Aristotle attacked the theory of Forms 'in the dialogues'. 

1 That the books On Justice are modelled on the Republic can be inferred 
with certainty from (I) the existence of so many corresponding dialogues and 
(2) the fact that Cicero in his De Republica makes use of both works. In Plato's 
Republic the political philosophy develops out of the problem of justice, just as 
it must have done in the books 011 justice. The Republic must have already 
obtained the subtitle On justice by the time of Aristotle, a fact important for 
the history of the origin of the subtitles of the Platonic dialogues. 

~ The only mark of good style laid down by previous rhetoricians that 
Aristotle recognizes is lucidity (Rhet, III, 1404b I, 1414a 19; Poet. 1458a 18. 
Cf. J. Stroux, De Theophrasti virtutibus dicmdi, Leipzig, 1912, p. 30). Lucid•ty 
is said to include everything. This ideal is intended not so much for practical 
oratory as for the creation of a pure and scientifically accurate style. It was 
dropped again by Theophrastus and all later students of rhetoric. They bowed 
to the taste of the times, but Aristotle thinks of knowledge as a force that must 
alter everything, language included. 
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dialogues. Rhetorical affectations are entirely absent; clear and 
exact in thought, fine and moving in character, these writings 
appealed to the best men of later antiquity. It is evidence of 
their intellectual breadth that Crates the Cynic and Philiscus the 
cobbler read the Protrepticus together in the shop, that Zeno 
and Chrysippus, Cleanthes, Posidonius, Cicero, and Philo, were 
strongly influenced in religious considerations by these works of 
Aristotle's youth, and that Augustine, who came to know the 
Protrepticus through Cicero's Hortensius, was led by it to religion 
and Christianity. 1 The Neo-Platonists lived by Aristotle's 
dialogues as much as by Plato's; and the Consolatio of Boethius 
sounds the last medieval echo of the religious element in them. 
As works of art antiquity did not mention them in the same 
breath with Plato's, though it valued them greatly; but their 
religious influence on the Hellenistic age was almost more 
important than Plato's thoroughly distant, objective, and non
inspirational art. 

But what was Aristotle's philosophical relation to Plato in 
those works ? It would be strange if the influence of his model 
had been con1'ined to the choice of subject-matter, and to details 
of style and content, while the general attitude to Plato was one 
of rejection, as it later became. Symposiu,m, llt! enexenus, Sophist, 
Statesman-were they really written to outdo Plato's dialogues 
of the same names, and to show how the questions discussed in 
them ought to have been handled? Did the disciple obstinately 
and pedantically dog the master's footsteps in order to reduce 
each one of his works to shreds in turn ? Before ascribing to him 
such a malady of taste and tact men should have given more 
serious attention to the other possibility that the purpose of these 
dialogues was simply and solely to follow Plato, in philosophy as 
well as in all other respects. 

The understanding of the dialogues has had a curiously 
unfortunate destiny ever since the recovery of the treatises 
through Andronicus in the time of Sulla. At that time they 

1 ?"'or the Protrepticus in the cobbler's shop see frg. 50. For Augustine's con
versiOn by the Hortensius see Confess. III. 4, 7: 'Ille vero liber mutavit affe
ctum meum et ad te ipsum, domine, mutavit preces meas et vota ac desideria 
mea fec.it alia. Viluit mihi repente omnis van a spes et immortalitatem sapientiae 
concup•scebam aestu cordis incredibili et surgere coepcram, ut ad te redirem • 
(cf. also VIII, 7, 17). 
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were still much read and highly thought of; but they soon began 
to lose ground, when the learned Peripatetics undertook the 
exact interpretation of the long-neglected treatises and wrote 
commentary after commentary upon them. The Neo-Platonists 
made some use of them, in contrast to the treatises, as sources of 
uncontaminated Platonism ; but a strictly Peripatetic interpreter 
like the acute Alexander of Aphrodisias does not know what to 
make of them, though he must have read most of them. More 
naive in philological matters than was necessary at that time, 
he explained the relation between them and the treatises by 
saying that the latter contained Aristotle's true views, and the 
former the false opinions of other persons! 1 It was therefore 
recognized at that time that there were contradictions between 
the two kinds. The unsuccessful efforts of the later Peripatetics 
to explain this puzzling state of affairs can be detected in the 
notorious tradition about the difference between the exoteric and 
the. esoteric writings. Students naturally looked for an explana
tion of the dialogues in the treatises. They found it in the phrase 
' exoteric discourses', which occurs several times and in some 
instances can easily be referred to the published dialogues. In 
opposition to these exoteric discourses, which were intended for 
the outside world, they then set up the treatises as a body of 
secret esoteric doctrine, although there is no hint of any such 
notion or expression in Aristotle. Thus the relation between the 
contents of the dialogues and those of tlle treatises appeared to 
be like that of opinion to truth. In some passages, indeed, 
Aristotle must have been purposely deserting the truth, because 
he thought that the masses were incapable of grasping it. Even 
the difficulty of the technical terms in the treatises, which gave 
later scholars many headaches, was pressed into the service of 
this mystical interpretation, and a letter was forged in which 
Aristotle \vrote to Alexander that the terms were purposely 
made obscure in order to mislead the uninitiated. 

1 Elias in Arist. Categ. 24 b 33: 'Alexander explains the difference between 
the lecture-notes and the dialogues differently, namely that in the lecture
notes he gives his own opinions and the truth, while in the dialogues he gives 
the opinions of others, which are false.' In spite of the naivete of the expres
sion the commentator surely represents the essence of Alexander's view cor
rectly. Contradictions between the two kinds of writing were noted as early as 
Cicero (De Fin. V. s. 12). In those days they were ascribed to the literary form 
of popular writing. 

EARLY WORKS 33 
Modern criticism has been sceptical about. this mystification, 

which is obviously a late invention originating in the spirit of , 
Neo-Pythagoreanism.1 Nevertheless it has not got rid of the 
prejudice against the dialogues.2 This is, of course, more difficult 
for the moderns than it was for the ancients, because we now have 
only fragments to work with. Rather, therefore, than believe 
these few but precious remnants, scholars have relied on 'the 
authorities', and especially on two statements, one in Plutarch 
and one in Proclus, both coming from the same source, which 
speak of the criticisms of the Idea-theory that Aristotle made 
in his Ethics, Physics, and Metaphysics, 'and in his exoteric 
dialogues'.l These passages seemed to provide unshakable proof 
that in the dialogues Aristotle had already adopted the position 
jn which he stands in the critical works. It was therefore 
necessary either to put his 'defection' from Plato early during 
his stay in the Academy or to put the dialogues later. It was not 
difficult to find another 'authority' for the first supposition. 
Diogenes Laertius says that Aristotle fell away while Plato was 
still alive, whereat Plato remarked, 'Aristotle has kicked me, as 
foals do their mothers when they are born.'• Under the influence 
of these passages Bernays, in his colourful book on Aristotle's 
dialogues, made a determined attempt to explain away every 

1 It was Andronicus' revival of the study of the treatises that first raised the 
problem of the relation between these sources of 'pure' Aristotelian doctrine 
and the exoteric writings, which up to that time had been almost the only 
Aristotle read. This revival occurred during the full tide of Nco-Pythagorean
ism, which in accordance with its nature always looked for a special secret 
doctrine in all previous thinkers. This notion was then applied to Aristotle's 
wntings. 

1 Just recently two works have appeared in which for the first time it is 
recognized that the contents of the dialogues are Platonic. In 'Vber Aristo
teles' Entwicklung' (Festgabe fur Georg von Hertling, Freiburg, 1913), Dyroff 
has collected in a brief form numerous echoes of Plato in the dialogues. His 
point of view is mostly systematic. He does not go closely into the particular 
works, as indeed was impossible in his limits. His paper did not come into my 
hands until these studies had been written down. It confirms me in my view; 
yet we now need exact interpretation, as is shown by Dyrofi's view of the 
dialogue On Philosophy. A. Kail's dissertation for the doctorate at Vienna 
(Di~s. PMt. Vindob. XI. 67) also reached me subsequent to my own investiga
tions. He discusses the EudemHs and the dialogue On Philosophy only. His 
gen<:ral standpoints, which are von Arnim"s, are right, and he gets good results 
in detail, but philosophically he is not profound. Neither of these works has 
any not1on of linking up the problem of the dialogues with that of the growth of 
the trcatist·s. 

3 T•rg. >l . • Diog. L. V. 2. 
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something of the nature of an Idea. We are expressly told this, 
and it is now for the first time possible really to understand it.' 
Aristotle himself has left us an important piece of evidence that 
throws light on the facts of his development. When attacking 
the theory of harmony in his work on the soul he quotes his 
earlier writing. He takes from the Eu.demttS the second and 
scientific argument, which he develops somewhat, but he silently 
abandons the argument from the substantiality of the soul.2 

The second fact that we discover by our analysis is that the 
young Aristotle was completely independent of Plato in the 
sphere of logic and methodology. Though dependent on him for 
his view of the world, he is here quite free, and perhaps even has a 
slight feeling of superiority. His reduction of Plato's proof to its 
elements, and the technical excellence of the two proofs that he 
constructs out of them, reveal long experience in these things; 
and the knowledge embodied in the doctrine of the categories 
forms the presupposition of his corrections. It is nothing against 
this that the work which we have on the categories cannot have 
been written before the days of the Lyceum, and is not by 
Aristotle himself at all. (It is characteristic of the period of 
naturalism and empiricism, which arose in his school after his 
death.) The fundamental attitude embodied in the doctrine of 
the categories, and the main portions of the doctrine itself, had 
been developed before Aristotle dared to shake the metaphysical 
foundations of Plato's philosophy.J 

' Arist. frg. 46 (Rose, p. 52,!. 19) : 'And in the Eudemus he shows that the soul 
is a Form' (at~6s.,a). The important pointistheabsenceof any genitive such as' of 
a body' or 'of something'; and we must not follow Bernays (op. cit., p. 25) in 
sup~lying ~ne and then explaining that the expression was purposely made 
amb1guous m order to conceal a secret opposition to Plato. Simplicius thought 
it contrary to Aristotle's usual view. 

• Arist. De An. I. 4. 4os• 1 ff. 
3 The Categories cannot be an early work because the Lyceum is given as an 

example of the category of place; and this undoubtedly refers to the school. 
which also provided several other examples of logical conceptions. One need 
only think of Coriscus; the point of the frequent use of his name as an example 
becomes clear when one imagines the lectures in Assos, at which he was present. 
In the Categories Aristotle's doctrine of first and second substance is made 
nominalistic; this cannot be removed or explained away; and the very form is 
un-Aristotclian. The importance of these slight and unintentional verbal 
indications must not be underestimated. Moreover, the author assumes that 
the doctrine of the categories is already known; he takes up only a few qucs· 
tions. All this, however, does not prevent us from seeing that most of the 
details arc Aristotelian in content; the Eudenms shows how early in his develop· 
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This shows how weak was the original connexion between 
logic and metaphysics in Aristotle's mind, as opposed to Plato's. 
He is the real father of logic and devoted an immense amount of 
acute thinking to it. But he never recognized it as a part of 
philosophy and as having its own proper object; he always 
treated it merely as an art or faculty (:Awa~-tts) with special 
formal rules, more or less like rhetoric. He had already become 
the first specialist in logic before he deduced from his new doc
trine of abstraction consequences that ran counter to the theory 
of Ideas. 

The influence of his studies in logic can also be seen in some 
of the other fragments of the argument for immortality in the 
Eudemus, and especially in his fondness for what he called 
dialectic. By this word Aristotle means, in contrast to Plato, all 
those arguments that rest on merely probable premisses and 
have only subjective cogency. Plato himself makes exteQsive 
use of them in his dialogues. Alongside the strictly apodictic 
arguments they serve to support the proof as peltasts serve 
alongside hoplites. (The eristic side of Plato's and Aristotle's logic 
must always be kept in mind.) They do not possess complete 
scientific exactitude (&Kplj3eta). Nevertheless, who could despise 
the weight of the arguments for an after-life that Aristotle makes 
out of the religious beliefs of nations, the customs of ritual, and 
the most ancient myths ?1 Even in his treatises he usually starts 
·from the general view or from the opinions of great men. He 
tries to combine rational and purely philosophical knowledge 
with the kernel of truth that lies hidden in those sources. 
Because of this he has been accused of a tendency towards 
• common sense' by those who love the radical and the extreme 
(and since the Romantic revolution we have generally reckoned 
such persons as the most profound thinkers, at any rate in the 
intellectual sphere). As a matter of fact this dialectic conceals 
a peculiar theory of experience, in the historical and concrete 
sense of the word. In giving a hearing not merely to his own 

ment they must be placed. Ernst Hambruch shows in his 'Logische Regeln der 
plat. Schulc in der arist. Topik' that a large number of important items of 
logical knowledge contained in the Topics were discovered during Aristotle's 
time in the Academy (Wissenschajtliche Beilage rum ]ahresbericht des Aska
nischen Gymnasiums, Berlin, 1904). 

' Arist. frg. 44 (Rose, p. 48, II. II-22). 
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reason, but also to what has historically been believed, to the 
collective experience of men or to the ideas of famous persons 
Aristotle is not so much lazily relying upon the general opinio~ 
as displaying insight into the limitations of every merely 
intellectual argument about such matters. 

To sound the ~etaphysi~al depths of the Ettdemus we must go 
to the myth of .M1das and Silenu<;. When the king asks him what 
is the highest good (To 1rmnwv a:ipETc.:mrrov), Silenus unwillingly 
reveals the_ misery and wretchedness of man's estate. The style 
shows the mfluence of the speech of maid Lachesis, daughter of 
Ananke, in the tenth book of the Republic (617 D ff.). In word 
and shape Silenus breathes the melancholy humour of nature's 
earthbound stupor. A cleverly disguised Platonic terminology 
conveys the principles of the dualist philosophy. 'It is altogether 
impossible tha_t men should attain to the highest good; they 
cannot share m the nature of the highest (IJ.ETO:O)(eiv Ti)S ToO 
f'eATicnov <pvaews). For the highest good for all men and women 
is not to be born (To IJ.fl yeve<reat). But, if they are born, the best 
-and this men can attain-is to die as quickly as possible.'I 

The special attraction, the real oracle, of these elevated words 
lies in their intentional ambiguity. Popular wisdom recom
mended torpid resignation; the best thing is to die. In this 
naive pessimism there is no hope whatever of another and a 
perfect world, or of a higher existence beyond the grave. 
Aristotle, on the contrary, introduces into Silenus' words the 
fundamental conception of Plato's metaphysics. To IJ.fl yeve<reo:t 
is not merely 'not to be born'; it also means 'not to enter into 
Becoming'. To Becoming the Pltilebus (53 c ff.) opposes the 
pure Being of the world of Ideas as at once its complete opposite 
and its highest aim. All that is valuable, all that is perfect, all 
that is absolute, belongs to Being; all that is bad, imperfect, and 
relative, belongs to Becoming. Whereas Aristotle in his later 
ethics differs from Plato in that he seeks not for an absolute 
good but for the best for man ( &vepwrnvov &ycxe6v), in this dialogue 
he is completely on Platonic ground. It is still self-evident to 
him that when we discuss the highest value we must think of the 
transcendental Being or the absolute Good, and not of what the 
Greeks called happiness (ev:Ao:tl).ovio:). In the absolute Good no 

1 Arist. frg. 44 (Rose, p. 48, I. 23-p. 49. I. u). 
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earthly activity can share. We must get back as quickly as 
possible out of the realm of Becoming and Imperfection into the 
unseen world of Being. 

Aristotle's Platonism comes out most clearly in the main 
subject of the dialogue, the doctrine of immortality. Later on he 
held that the essential problem of psychology was the connexion 
between the soul and the bodily organism, and he claims to have 
been the first to recognize the psycho-physical natqre of mental 
phenomena. The first result of the discovery of these psycho
physical relations was inevitably to undermine the Platonic 
belief in the permanence of the individual soul, and the only part 
of his original conviction that Aristotle could retain was the 
belief that pure Nus is independent of the body. All the other 
{unctions of the soul, such as reflection, love and hate, fear, 
anger, and memory, involve the psycho-physical unity as their 
substratum and disappear together with it. 1 This disbelief in 
the immortality of' the whole soul' (this is the only historically 
accurate way of describing what moderns often anachronistically 
call individual immortality) appears quite early in Aristotle. 
Among the treatises Book 1\ of the Metaphysics tends to limit 
survival to Nus, and this was written soon after Plato's death.z 
And even in an excerpt made by lamblichus out of Aristotle's 
Protreptictts we read: '.Man has nothing divine or blessed except 
the one thing worthy of trouble, whatever there is in us of Nus 
and reason. This alone of what we have seems immortal and 
divine.'l This limitation causes him to value N1ts all the higher; 
it is actually God in us-which recalls the doctrine of 'Nus 
entering from outside'. His ethical doctrine of happiness and his 
theological doctrine of the thought of thought depend on this 
view. It is therefore comprehensible that as early as the Neo
Platonists men began to try to refer the arguments of the 
Eudemus to Nus alone. Themistius connects up this difficult 
question with the problem of how to understand the conception 
of the soul in the Phaedo, which likewise contains certain 
ambiguities. 

1 For the inseparability of the mental functions from the body see De An. 
l. r, 403 3 16, et passim. For tM differencll between the separate Nus' and the 
psycho-physical functions see L 4, 408 b 18-30. 

•. Arist. Metaph. A 3, 10708 24. 3 Arist. frg. 61. 
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Themistius indeed, or his source, ascribed to the Phaedo the 
secret intention of making only Nus eternal, but here he is 
confusing the intention of Plato's arguments with their conse
quences.1 The myths of the punishment of sins and of the 
rewarding of souls in the after-life inevitably involve the 
survival of • the whole soul', and lose all sense if applied to 
Aristotle's Ntts. Nevertheless, it cannot be denied that the 
more • earnest' of the proofs in the Phaedo (to use Themistius' 
expression) prove the eternity of reason only, for instance that 
from recollection and that from the soul's kinship with God. 
The fact is that Plato did not clearly distinguish the two 
problems in his dialogues; they were first mastered in the dis
cussions in the Academy, which gave rise to Aristotle's cautious 
later formula. In the Phaedo we can still clearly discern the 
original currents of thought that were united in Plato's religion 
of immortality. The one comes from the Anaxagorean specula
tions about pure Nus; this rested on an apotheosis of scientific 
reason, and constituted the philosophical high-water mark of 

,.. fifth-century rationalism. The other current is of opposite 
origin. It arises out of the Orphic oeliel in another life, out of the 
cathartic religion that preaches repentance and purification in 
order that the soul (~JNXtl) may not suffer the most frightful 
penalties on the other side. In this there is no speculation; it 
is the ethical and religious feeling of the independence and 
indestructibility of the soul's essence. In Plato these two 
currents coalesced into a seeming unity. This unity was based, 
however, not on a real kinship in its elements, but on the 
marvellous combination of rational clarity and fervent religious 
longing in Plato's own soul. Beneath the probe of the analytical 
intellect the creation breaks up again into its original parts. 

After all this it cannot surprise us that in the Eudemus Aris
totle follows the view of the Phaedo even in holding that • the 
whole soul' is immortal. z This realistic view is the only one 
that can give religious comfort to the heart of man, which cares 
nothing for the eternity of the impersonal reason, without love 

' Arist. frg. 38. 
• This is perfectly clear from Themistius' words, which imply that it would 

need ·interpretation' to apply the Eudemus' proofs of the survival of the soul 
to Nus alone. 
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and without memory of this life. But Aristotle has wrestled with 
doubts, and they have left traces in his notion of Platonic recol
lection. We know that in his psychology he rejects recollection 
along with the Idea-theory and the survival of • the whole soul'.1 

The Eudemus, on the other hand, is still based on this theory. 
But at the time of writing it Aristotle had already put to him
self, and attempted to answer by Plato's methods, the psycho
logical question whether consciousness is continuous in the life 
after death. This is the question on which immortality in the 
sense meant in the Phaedo later seemed to him to founder. The 
continuity of consciousness depends on memory. Whereas he 
later denies that Nus possesses this, in the Eudemus he tries to 
save it for the soul that has returned to the other world. He 
does this by enlarging Plato's recollection into a doctrine of the 
continuity of consciousness in all three phases of the soul's 
existence-its former existence, its life on this earth, and its 
life after death. Alongside the Platonic view that the soul 
remembers the other world he sets his thesis that it remembers 
this one. He supports this by an analogy. When men fall ill 
they sometimes lose their memories, even to the extent of 
forgetting how to read and write ; while on the other hand 
those who have been restored from illness to health do not forget 
what they suffered while they were ill. In the same way the soul 
that has descended into a body forgets the impressions received 
during its former existence, while the soul which death has 
restored to its home in the other world remembers its experiences 
and sufferings (1Ta6il~crra) here.z Life without a body is the 
soul's normal state (Kcrrex cpvow); its sojourn in the body is a 
severe illness. Our Lethe of what we beheld in our previous 
lives is only a temporary interruption and obscuration of our 
memories and of the continuity of our consciousness. Since 
nothing of this kind is to be feared when we grow well again, i.e. 
when our souls are freed from their bodies, this view appears to 
guarantee the immortality of • the whole soul'. The validity of 
the proof depends on the correctness of its presupposition, that 
man's knowledge is a recollection of 'the visions there' (Tex eKei 
6e6~crra). The personal immortality that the Eudemus teaches 
necessarily stands or falls along with this Platonic dogma. Plato 

' De An. III. 5. 4303 23; Meta ph. A 9, 993 a I. • Arist. frg. 4 r. 



CHAPTER IV 

THE PROTREPTICUS 

1. FORM AND PURPOSE 

N~XT to the Eudemtts the Protrepticus is for us the most 
rmportant work of all those written before Plato's death 

both because of the extent to which it is preserved and becaus~ 
of it~ actual ~ignificance. First, how~ver, we require a proof 
that 1t was wntten before Plato's death, for as yet scarcely the 
shadow of one has been offered. Even the problem of its literary 
form, though much discussed until recently, has not been 
completely explained. Still less has any attempt been made 
to determine its philosophical contents. 

The Protrepticus holds an exceptional position among Aris
totle's early writings. It is addressed to Themison, a prince of 
Cyprus. Although we know nothing further of this man and his 
circumstances, it is easy to imagine what sort of person a small 
enlightened despot would be at the beginning of the Hellenistic 
age. We know two other Cyprian princes from !socrates' enco· 
mium to Evagoras and his open letter to Evagoras' son Nicocles. 
The address to Nicocles is a protreptic; it prescribes to the young 
ruler the best principles of just and intelligent government. In 
the fo~th century the schools competed in this way for the 
attention of the temporal powers, in order to obtain influence in 
~litics. We do not kno\~ whether it was through his Cyprian 
fnend Eudemus that Anstotle came to know Themison. We 
must certainly suppose that the purpose which his letter served 
formed part of the far-reaching political activities of the 
Academy at that time. 

Aristotle addressed Themison in the introduction. He there 
sa~d that Th~on's wealth and position made him peculiarly 
su1table for phllos£Phy. 1 This is not a piece of flattery, as it 
seems at first sight. We must remember that on Plato's view 
the only persons who can hope to realize the greatest good in the 
state, and to give help to suffering humanity, are philosophers 
who obtain political power, or kings who devote themselves 

1 Arist. frg. 50. 
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seriously to philosophy. Thus Plato too holds that riches and 
power are indispensable instruments of the Idea. 1 Themison is 
to help to realize the political philosophy of the Academy. 

The form of the work is closely connected with this purpose, 
and this is one of the matters in which we suffer from having 
usually treated the two questions separately. The protreptic 
form took its origin in the new educational method of the 
sophists. It is not a development of the Socratic method. It by 
no means necessarily demands the dialogue dress, although that 
has often been regarded as the natural thing for Aristotle's 
exoteric writings.z When Cicero in his Hortensius put the ideas 
of Aristotle's Protrepticus into dialogue form, he thought it 
necessary to announce the alteration even in the title. And the 
form of the protreptics that are preserved, although they belong 
to the time of the emperors, allows us to infer that a protreptic 
was an exhortation, something like the Hellenistic proselytiz
ing sermon, which is connected with it in form and spirit, and 
which has been taken over by the Christian church. Probably 
protreptic ideas were often converted into dialogues, as has 
happened in the Tablet of the so-called Cebes. Whether this was 
so with Antisthenes' Protrepticus is not certain, but everybody 
knows that Plato did it with Socratic arguments in the Euthy· 
demtts. In that dialogue Socrates gives to the sophists who are 
taking part in the conversation examples of a protreptic discus
sion with a pupil, in his own peculiar form of question and 
answer, just as he often makes fanciful play with the sophistic 
forms of expression. Aristotle expressly follows this classical 
example of Platonic protreptic-but only in content. In form 
he here for once takes the path not of Plato but of !socrates. 

The form of a personal letter is not the only thing that Aris
totle borrowed from this source; for exhortation ('rrapaivEcrls) 

1 The author of the second Platonic letter is ~pressing a thoroughly Platonic /.. 
notion when he says (310 E): 'It is a natural law that wisdom and great power 
attract each other. They are always pursuing and seeking after each other and 1 
coming together.' 

1 In our catalogues of Aristotle's works, both in Diogenes and in Hesychius 
and Ptolemy; the Protrepticus is listed among the exoteric writings, which are 
given first. But this implies nothing about its form, since it is possible that 
other writings besides the dialogues were exoteric. The Protrepticus would be 
reckoned exoteric just as much if it were in the form of a speech or an open 
letter. 
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was a standing part of the lsocratean method of education. To 
address oneself to a particular person is a very ancient point of 
style in every kind of moral maxim and didactic speech. In the 
period during which the accepted means of exerting a spiritual 
influence on mankind was poetry, we can follow the address to 
an individual from Hesiod's exhortations to Perses down to the 
didactic poem of Empedocles and the maxims that Theognis 
addressed to Cyrnus; the schools were still using the latter for 
the moral education of boys at the time of Socrates and the 
sophists. The sophists replaced this old-fashioned maxim-poetry 
with a new prose form, which began to compete successfully 
with the traditional method. 1 The pattern of a prince that 
!socrates gives us in his Ad Nicoclem is the sophistic counter
part of the pattern of chivalry in Theognis. Both belong to the 
same genus. Aristotle's Protrepticus is, however, more than a 
philosophical pattern for princes. It proclaims the new ideal of 
the purely philosophic life, which Plato demanded from the man 
of action as much as from any one (for to exhort a practising 
politician to cultivate the 'theoretic life' is a Platonic trait , 
foreign to the later Aristotle). Incidentally this work is not, as 
is generally said, 'dedicated' to Aristotle's princely friend. The 
dedication of dialogues and treatises belongs to the literary 
customs of Hellenistic courtesy ; no such artificial usage was 
known to the better period. With Aristotle the address to a 
particular person is still the living expression of the mood of 
earnest ethical exhortation. It is organic to the protreptic style 
as such. 

There are other traces of the imitation of the Isocratean 
exhortation or 1rapaivEO"IS. It is true that even here we find 
the peculiar form that stamps everything coming from Aristotle, 
the predominance of the arrangement of chains of thought in 
apodictic syllogisms. It is true that precisely here this form 
could win easy and ingenious victories. ('Ought we to philo
sophize ? ' was the question that preoccupied every exhortation 
to the study of philosophy. Aristotle's answer came pat. Either 
we ought to philosophize or we ought not. If we ought, then we 

1 P. Wendland gives the true account of the development of the prose pro
treptic out of the maxim-poetry of the 'Y1To6fiKo:a in his Ana~imtmes von Lam
psakos (Berlin, 1905), pp. Sr fi. Cf. Isocr. Ad Nicocl. 3· 
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ought. If we ought not, then also we ought (in order to justify 
this view). Hence in any case we ought to philosophize. 1 Most 
of the remaining fragments have a similar syllogistic form.) 
Nevertheless, the ideas of the older exhortations often shine 
through this veil of dialectic. The interplay between the old 
store of ideas and the new and striking way of supporting them 
comes out particularly clearly in one of the longer fragments. 
This passage survived long enough to get into the Byzantine 
anthologies; its original, unabridged form has lately been dis
covered in a papyrus from Oxyrhynchus.2 

'Believe that man's happiness lies not in the magnitude of his posses
sions but in the proper condition of his soul. Even the body is not called 
blessed because it is magnificently clothed, but because it is healthy and 
in good condition, even if it lacks this decoration. In the S3me way only 
the cultivated soul is to be called happy; and only the man who is such, 
not the man who is magnificently decorated with external goods, but is 
himself of no value. \Ve do not call a bad horse valuable because it has a 
golden bit and costly harness; we reserve our praise for the horse that is 
in perfect condition.' 

Or again: 
·Just as a man would be a ridiculous figure if he were intellectually and 

morally inferior to his slaves, in the same way we must believe a man 
miserable if his possessions are more valuable than himself .... Satiety 
begets wantonness, says the proverb. Vulgarity linked with power and 
possessions brings forth folly.' 

These ideas are. not peculiar to Platonic wisdom, but the apo
dictic form of exposition is new. The frequent 'we must believe' 
is itself one of the technical devices of sophistic exhortation. 
!socrates in his address to Nicocles, and the author of the 
protreptic To Demonicus, begin their maxims in this way no less 
than fifteen times. Our philosophical analysis will show that 
Aristotle effectively transformed not merely the inexhaustible 
storehouse of ancient Greek proverbial wisdom, but also Plato's 
ethics and metaphysics. He makes the hortatory content of the 
Gorgias and the Phaedo coalesce with the uniform prose of the 
Isocratean protreptic. This synthesis is the fruit of the young 
Platonist's efforts to make technical rhetoric at home in the 
Academy, and to tum it into a scientific discipline. 

In this way the Protrepticu.s comes to be a manifesto on behalf 
of Plato's school and its notion of the aim of life and culture. 

' Frg. 51. • Frg. 57· Cf. Pap. Oxyrll., vol. iv, pp. 83 ff. 

c 
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!socrates had been combining mind-training, by means of formal 
exercises in \vriting and speaking, with instruction in the prin
ciples of ethics and of practical statesmanship. His circle now 
found itself publicly opposed by a new competitor. The Pro
trepticus showed that the Academy could hold its own in the 
sphere of rhetoric. Besides this, its contents must have seemed 
to the followers of !socrates an open attack on their ideal of 
culture. !socrates' polemical remarks on the Platonic ideal of 
educating the young by means of pure philosophy, and his 
recommendation of the banal viewpoint of utility in education, 
designed to suit the psychology of the average Philistine-these 
things had long called for an answer from the Academy. In the 
Protrepticus Aristotle refuted the trivial proposition that the 
value of knowledge is to be measured according to its utility in 
practical life. But what refuted banausic persons even more 
convincingly than the acuteness of his syllogisms was the 
demonstration, renewed in every line, of his own intellectual 
superiority. He showed that neither a good style of writing, nor 
a sensible disposition of one's life, nor a productive statesman
ship-the aims towards which !socrates professed to lead-is 
possible without solidity in the ultimate principles of human 
conviction. 

Jt appears that the school of !socrates did not fail to produce 
a rejoinder, and that an accident has preserved it for us among 
the speeches of !socrates. It is the anonymous exhortation To 
Demonicus, a wretched piece of work by an inferior mind, betray
ing the spirit of sheer envy and competitiveness. The author 
can be recognized as a pupil of !socrates by the arsenal from 
which he draws his intellectual weapons-the arrangement and 
the commonplaces of the speech show that it cannot have been 
\vritten appreciably later. Presumably it is preserved simply 
because it was commissioned by the school. In the introduction 
the author explains his intentions in the following manner. 1 

'Those who compose protreptic discourses addressed to their own 
friends are, no doubt, engaged in a laudable employment; yet they do 
not occupy themselves with the most vital part of philosophy. Those, 
on the contrary, who point out to the young, not by what means they 
may cultivate skill in mere dialectic (1u' &v 71\v :AetV6TT)Ta Tl)v tv Tois 

1 [Isocr.] Ad Demon. 3· 
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Myo1s CIC:JKf\aovcnv).' but how they may win repute as men of sound 
character, are rendering a greater service to their hearers. in that, 
while the former exhort them to proficiency in argument, the latter 
improve their moral conduct.' 

This appears to be directed against a protreptic addressed 
to a friend from a philosophical point of view, consciously 
theoretical, and calling for the study of dialectic. Surely no 
such work can have become sufficiently famous to seem 
dangerous to the Isocratean circle, except the Protrepticus of 
Aristotle. This fits in specially well with what the follower 
of !socrates says about his opponent's hostile attitude towards 
life and the world, as displayed in his view of the aim of 
education. It was the first philosophical protreptic, and so far 
as we know the only one, definitely to put the controversial 
question whether we really ought to educate merely for 'life'. 
Against the bourgeois world of !socrates it set up its bold 
demand for 'the theoretic life'. We need not, ho·wever, content 
ourselves with general considerations; it is possible to give more 
tangible proof of its influence on the Ad Demonicum.z 

Ad Demtm. 19: 'Do not hesitate 
to travel a long road to those who 
profess to offer some useful instruc
tion; for it were a shame, when 
merchants cross vast seas in order 
to increase their store of wealth, 

Arist. frg. 52 (Rose, p. 62, 1. 7). 
'We ought not to shun philosophy, 
if philosophy is as we think the 
possession and use of wisdom, and 
wisdom is one of the greatest goods. 
We ought not to sail to the pillars 

1
• The author's notion of philosophy is that of !socrates, which resembles our 

notion of general culture. The 'skill in argument • that he condemns, and the 
'cultivation' of this, is, as Wendland saw, not the cleverness of the rhetorician. 
H~ is not opposing protreptics on b<'half of rhetoric, but logical or dialectical 
philosophy: cf. lsocr. Hrl. z, where the same things are again described as 
exccsstve mtcrcst in arguments' (mplfpyla tv -.ois Myots). In the A11tidosis 

(258 ff.) dialectic, geometry, and astronomy are associated as forming the 
opponent's characteristic educational programme. As in the speech To 
Demcnucus, they are said to be useful indeed as intellectual disciplines (265), 
but not helpful for great actions and ideals. 

2 
In his excellent discussion of the Ad Dcmoniwm P . V'lendland (op. cit., 

pp. 92 fi.) calls attention to its relations to Aristotle's Pmtrcpticus, and points 
out ~he ~arallel given in the text. Although he does not draw it, it seems to me 
the_ mev1table consequence of these observations that the Ad Dcmoniwm is 
mainly. aimed at the Protrepticus, and was actually written with the intt'niion 
of settmg up another goal against the ideal of that work. It is not of course 
necessary t~1at the E'Cho followed immediately on the appearance of Aristotle's 
~ork, but 1t was certainly written whill! he was still alive. During the next 
At~ndrt'd years th~ influence of the Protrcptiws was constantly increasing (cf. 

liSt. frg. so), which makes such a criticism of it perfectly comprehensible. 
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that the young should not endure 
even journeys by land to improve 
their understanding.' 

Cf. the beginning of this section: 
· Believe that many precepts are 
better than much wealth; for 
wealth quickly fails us, but pre
cepts abide through all time; for 
wisdom alone of all possessions is 
imperishable.' 

of Hercules and run many dangers 
for the sake of wealth, while we 
spend neither labour nor money 
for wisdom. Verily it is slavish to 
long for life instead of for the good 
life, and to follow the opinions of 
the many instead of demanding 
that the many follow our own, and 
to seek for money but pay no 
attention whatever to the noble.' 

The correspondence between the two passages cannot be 
accidental, for the following reason. In Aristotle the picture of 
the sailors risking all dangers in their hunger for wealth provides 
a very good contrast to the men who must make sacrifices in 
order to cultivate the highest goods. The pupil of !socrates, on 
the other hand, brings it in loosely, just as a rhetorician would 
collect tricks of style in his reading and afterwards make use of 
them. He is unable to get the proper effect with it. His anti
thesis seems strained and frigid. To the borrowed image of the 
seafaring merchants he opposes the safe travel of the student 
overland, going to Athens to attend the university. His sur
prising admonition that 'many lectures' are worth more than 
'much wealth' is for once not altogether lacking in originality, 
for in the school of !socrates instruction was expensive. 

2. PRESERVATION AND RECONSTRUCTION 

In his penetrating book on Aristotle's dialogues Bemays 
directed the attention of philologists to the works of the Neo
Platonists, by giving some examples of their predilection for 
these dialogues. 

This brought forth excellent fruit in r86g, when Ingram 
Bywater showed that there are large portions of Aristotle's 
Protrepticus in Iamblichus' work of the same name, where they 
lie buried under numerous excerpts from Plato's dialogues.' 
As luck would have it, Bernays had by that time completed 
his researches; and his conclusion, that Aristotle never had a 
Platonic period, barred him from understanding the new dis
covery. Even Bywater himself remained entirely convinced by 
Bernays's argument. His delight at his find led him to hasty 

1 The Journal of Philology, voi. ii, pp. 55 fl. 
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publication, without any careful attempt to make sure of what 
he had got, or to establish the limits of the new fragments. 

The Protrepticus of Iamblichus is a reader for beginners in 
philosophy. It is put together out of such works as taught a 
genuinely Pythagorean doctrine according to the Neo-Platonists 
subsequent to Porphyry. These were (r) their own, (z) the 
writings, mostly spurious, of the older Pythagoreans whom they 
quote, and above all (3) those of Plato and the early Aristotle, 
who were regarded as genuine esoterics. The sacredness of these 
writings is an example of the tremendous power then exercised 
by tradition as embodied in books; we see it also in contemporary 
Christianity and Judaism, and later in Islam. Out of loosely 
connected passages from Plato's dialogues, mostly well-known 
ones, Iamblichus weaves a variegated carpet. The transitions 
are inadequate and stereotyped, so that the seams are every
where visible at first sight. The conversational parts are trans
formed into continuous prose, not without serious inaccuracies. 
Although it is not explicitly said that Plato and Aristotle are 
being quoted, there is no question of an attempt to deceive, for 
every scholar was familiar with the passages. Even so, it is a 
sorry piece of work, and gives evidence of the fact that literary 
culture and scientific independence were steadily declining at 
the time. Iamblichus took account of Aristotle's Protrepticus 
because it was the archetype of this form of writing, if for no 
other reason; and he got his excerpts from his own reading of it. 
The Neo-Platonists were attracted by the ascetic and religious 
character of the book. They considered it evidence of Aristotle's 
supposed Platonism, or at any rate a means of reconciling the 
contradictions between Plato and the Peripatetic doctrine. One 
may go so far as to say that the Neo-Platonists caused a revival 
of the book, for almost every one of them reveals traces of it. 

We now come to the determination of the extent of the 
excerpts in Iamblichus, a task already attempted by Bywater, 
Hirzel, and Hartlieb.' The main portion of his book, chapters 
5-rg, is made up of quotations from Plato's dialogues. In chap
ters 6-rz this series is interrupted by passages from Aristotle. 

1 li_irzcl, Hermes, vol. x, pp. 83 ff. Paul Hartlieb, 'De exhortationum a 
~raccts Romanisque scriptarum historia ct indole' (Leipz. Studien, vol. xi, 
'art :!, Leipzig, 1889). 
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principles and occupied in their realization (O:peni), or the life 
of the pure intellect (cppoVf}<ns). These three points correspond 
exactly to the sequence of the chapters: (1) chaps. 7-9, (2) chap. 
10, and (3) chaps. n-12. Now it is possible to doubt how far 
these chapters are copied from an Aristotelian source (it is 
shown below that as a matter of fact they are all excerpts from 
the Protrepticus) ; but no one is going to believe that in the order 
given to them in Iamblichus they constitute a single continuous 
fragment of Aristotle. Therefore Iamblichus himself must be 
responsible for the introductory words in which the scheme of 
the six following chapters is announced. What he does is to take 
this outline and fill it out with selected passages from his source 
(although no doubt the three divisions of the outline are them
selves copied from the same source). This is clear at the start; 
after announcing his plan he makes no attempt to smooth over 
the transition to verbal quotation, but begins with Aristotle's 
schematic phrase ITl To{vvv (p. 41, 1. 15)- The proof thus 
inaugurated extends down to p. 43, 1. 25, and forms on the whole 
a single train of thought, though p. 42, 1. 5, is undoubtedly 
abbreviated. At 1. 25 of p. 43 some more excisions begin, 
but the conclusion of the preceding part (p. 43, ll. 22-5) shows 
how close was its original connexion with the argument that 
follows (p. 43, 1. 27, to the end of chapter 7). It is obvious that 
all this consists of disconnected quotations from an earlier. 
author, and the style and the ideas reveal at every turn that 
that author is Aristotle. It was a very unmethodical proceeding 
to exclude these pages merely because there seemed to be no 
external evidence for them, when they are surrounded on all 
sides by demonstrably Aristotelian passages. 

The main thought of the first section (p. 41, 1. 15-p. 43, 1. 25) 
is specifically Aristotelian, and so is the way in which it is de
veloped. In order to determine what is favourable and advan
tageous for each nature, the author makes use of the notion of 
Tf;\os. The 'aim' of every nature must be sought in some 
significant activity, some living effectiveness that it has. In the 
mass of its effects or functions (epyov) one will stand out as 
its peculiar strength (olKe{o: O:peni) over against all other indi
viduals or species; this is the work that is essential to it and 
constitutes its TEAQS. The task of every nature ic; determined 
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by its inborn capacity. The scale of functions according to their 
value is given by nature, for the instrumental ones are always 
biologically the lower, and the governing ones the higher. Such 
is the relation, for example, of the bodily to the mental functions. 
In this sense the epyov of the mental capacities has greater 
value than that of the bodily. The highest of all is that capacity 
of the soul whose value does not lie in effecting a mere result 
(lpyov) distinct from its own activity (evepye1o:). This capa
city does not aim at the production of any external object, and 
in it activity and product are one. Its name isJl~ronesis, which 
is perhaps to be rendered as 'pure reason'. Phronesis has only 
itself for object and aim, and produces nothing but itself. It is 
pure intuition (6eu:>pio:). In the conception of intuition being, 
action, and production, are resolved into a unity. The highest 
form of life is neither ordinary production nor ordinary action, 
but the contemplative vision of the intellect, which is active and 
productive in a higher sense. The following elements in this can 
be seen at a glance to be Aristotelian in content: the comparison 
of the pleasures of contemplation with those of the disinterested 
use of the eyes; the importance of the notion of function 
and work (evepye1o:, epyov) ; the distinction between functions 
performed in activities and those that are merely performed 
t~rottgh them; the distinction between the productive, the prac
tical, and the theoretical activities; and the identity of subject 
and object in the active intellect. 1 In the doctrine of levels, 
which is presupposed here and receives express mention some
what further on, we have the fundamental principle of Aris
t~tle's teleology, namely that in every sphere of reality the 
htgher levels include the lower. Lastly, Aristotle was familiar 
with the doctrine of the three lives and three points of view, the 
hedonistic-sensual, the ethical, and the intellectual. 

Besides this internal evidence we have a convincing external 
proof. In the chapter on the original form of the Ethics it will 
be ~hown that large and connected portions of the Eudemian 
Ethtcs correspond exactly in content and language to the ex
cerpts that Iamblichus has preserved. Some of them are 

A ~ The conception of fpyov, which is one of the most important elements in 
t{ISftotle'~ theory of value, is present throughout the passage. It appears in 

e ollowtng places: p. 42,11. s. 15, 19, 20, 22 ~ p. 43. 11. 6, 9, z8, '!I. 
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passages of which the author of the Eudemian Ethics expressly 
says that he is taking them from 1 the exoteric works'. Now if we 
compare these passages with the excerpts in Iamblichus we find 
that the latter are the archetypes. It follows that the work from 
which Iamblichus took these quotations was one of those lost 
works of Aristotle the application to which of the word I exoteric' 
was so long in dispute, but is now beyond doubt. Now Iam
blichus' seventh chapter is one of these excerpts. Therefore it 
must be Aristotelian. It is equally certain that it must be from 
the Protrepticus, since this is true of the other passages in the 
Eudemian Ethics that are known to be borrowed, and since 
the whole train of thought is protreptic in tone. 

In his later lectures Aristotle frequently touched on the 
question of the value of the different kinds of life, and put the 
choice before his hearers. In such places he jnvariably dis
tinguished the life of pleasure and gain, the life of action, and 
that of the student and philosopher. The Protrepticus is the 
origin both of the question and of the answer, which is that the 
life of pure knowledge is preferable to all other modes of human 
existence, even from the ethical point of view. 

But the significance of the quotation in Iamblichus' seventh 
chapter is still not exhausted. 

Every reader of the Metaphysics has been carried away again 
and again by the force of its opening pages. Aristotle there de
velops with irresistible power the view that, far from its being 
contrary to man's nature to occupy himself with theoretical 
studies, the pleasure of seeing, of understanding, and of knowing, 
is rooted deep within him, and merely expresses itself differently 
at the different levels of his consciousness and culture. It is 
really the fulfilment of man's higher nature; it is not a mere 
means to the satisfaction of the rising standards of civilized life, 
but the highest absolute value and the summit of culture; 
and of all studies th~ highest and most desirable is the one 
that produces the most exact science, and realizes in its perfect 
fotm the disinterested vision of pure knowledge. The pro
treptic power of these ideas will be felt by all who have learnt 
through experience the supreme value of this activity when pur
sued for its own sake. Knowledge has never been understood and 
recommended more purely, more earnestly, or more sublimely; 

THE PROTREPTICUS 69 

and it is still a dead letter to-day for those who cannot pursue 
it in this spirit. Now to teach us to understand it in this pro
found sense was what Aristotle aimed at in the Protrepticus, 
and the famous introduction to the Metaphysics is in essence 
nothing but an abbreviated version of his classical exposition 
of the matter there. This is shown by a comparison of Iam
blichus' seventh chapter (p. 43, I. 20), which develops the same 
idea at greater length, and carries the argument into more 
detail. We find that the introductory chapter of theM etaphysics 
is simply a collection of material extracted from this source for 
the purpose of a lecture, and that it is not even quite firmly 
cemented into place. 

Protr., p. 43, I. 20 

Thought and contemplation ... 
is the most desirable of all things for 
men, as is (I think) ..!£e sense of 
sight, which a man would choose 
to possess even if nothi:rtg were 
going to come of it e:rctpt the sight 
itself. 

Again, if we love_sight jor itself, 
this is sufficient prooLtha.t allmcn 
love thought and .knowledge ex
ceedingly. . . . But what dis
tinguishes life from non-life is 
perception, and.Jife is determined 
by the presence of thiscij,.pacity .... 
The power of sight differs from the 
other senses by being the clearest, 
and this is the reaso" why we prefer it 

Metaph. A I, 980 3 2I 

All Jmen by nature desire to 
know. An indication of this is the 
delight we take in our senses; for 
even apart from their usefulness 
they are loucd for themselves; and 
above all others tile sense of sight. 
For not only with a view to action, 
but even when we are not going to 
do anytlzi11g, u•e prefer seeing (one 
might say) to_ eJJer.;'lhi:Jzg else. The 
reason is that this, most of all the 
senses, malles tts know and brings 
to light many differences between 
things. I3y nature animals are born 
with the faculty of sensation .... 

to all. If then life is to be chosen because of perception, and if perception 
is a kind of knowledge which we choose because it ennbles the soul to 
/mow, and if as we have said above the preferable 011e of two t!tiugs is that 
wlzich has more of tlze same thing, 1 it necessarily follows that sight is the 
most desirable and honourable of the senses, but that wisdom is more 
des1rable than this and all the other senses, and even than life itself, 
since it has a better grasp of truth.2 Therefore all men seck wisdom above 
all things; for they love wisdom and knowledge because they love l-ife. 

The meaning of the concise ·word &yarr1)CYIS in the second 
sentence of the Metaphysics, namely the love of an activity 
for its own sake, receives much clearer expression in the 

' Reading ern instead of oTnrrp. 2 Reading KVpac.ntpa ovacx. 

I 



70 THE ACADEMY 

corresponding passage of the excerpt from the Protrepticus, as 
was necessary in an exoteric exposition. Every word is obviously 
Aristotelian; but the excerptor has put together several distinct 
passages from the Protrepticus because of the similarity of their 
contents, and as the weld is pretty roughly made the whole gives 
a tautologous effect. It is, however, quite impossible to suppose 
that we have here a mere paraphrase of the passage in the 
Metaphysics. These excerpts definitely go beyond what is said in 
that work. This is especially clear in the emphasis put on 
correct logical reasoning, which corresponds to the picture of 
Aristotle's early manner that we have received from the 
Eudemus. Examples are the use as a premiss of the topical 
principle that of two objects that which possesses a valuable 
quality in a higher degree is itself valuable in a higher degree ;1 
and the use of definitions in order to prove that wisdom is good 
by means of the conception of life. Both in the Meta physics and 
in the Protrepticus the method of proof is dialectical, and this 
also agrees with what we observed in the Eudemus. 

The first two chapters are of this nature throughout, and since 
they teach the same fundamental principle as the Protrepticus, 
namely the self-sufficiency of pure theoretical knowledge, it 
is natural to suppose that they are substantially or wholly 
borrowed therefrom. This can easily be demonstrated in detail. 
In both writings the conception of pure knowledge is developed 
by contrasting it with the activity of the practical man, which 
rests on mere experience or routine. It is not the empirical and 
practical man who stands higher, but the theoretical and con
templative one; for empiricism nev~r attains that insight into 
the causes and reasons for phenomena which the theoretical 
man possesses owing to his mastery of the universal. The more 
empirical you are, and the more you rely on perception (np6a
eeats), the less exact your knowledge. The only truly exact 
knowledge is that of what is most knowable, namely those most 
general principles (Ta npC:mx) which form the subject-matter of 
the highest theoretical studies. It may well be that in practice 

' In the Eudemus the logical proposition that the identity of the object 
depends on the identity of the attributes was employed to refute the doctrine 
that the soul is a harmony of the body. In referring the greater value of the 
object to the presence (\nrapxuv) of more valuable attributes Aristotle is here 
proceeding in a similar manner. 
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the mere empiric will have more success than a theorist who has 
had no actual experience, but the former never attains to action 
that really depends on secure principles and on insight into the 
necessities of the case; he remains 'banausic '. The concealed 
polemic against banausic persons and their contempt for theory, 
which is continuous throughout the first chapters of the Meta
physics, was modelled on the Protreptict4S, in which Aristotle had 
refuted the attacks of the empiricists in detail. Fortunately we 
still possess a fragment that goes deeply into the arguments of 
the opposite side (frg. 52; Rose, p. 59, ll. 17 ff.). 

'That philosophy is useless in practical life may be seen in the follow
ing manner. The best example that we have is th~ rela.ti~n ?etween the 
theoretical or pure studies {hn<TTi'\~-tm) and the applied diSClplmes that are 
subordinate to them {\rrroKe!~-teval S6~a1). For we notice that the geo
metricians are quite unable to apply their scientific proofs in practice. 
When it comes to dividing a piece of land, or to any other operation on 
magnitudes and spaces, the surveyors can do it because of their experi
ence, but those who are concerned with mathematics and with the 
reasons for these things, while they may know how it ought to be done, 
cannot do it.' 

The demand for exactitude (Cn<pi!3eta) in scientific knowledge 
is another thing that is strongly emphasized in the Protrepticus. 
It is there brought into connexion with the doctrine that science 
is knowledge of reasons and first principles, for only the universal 
and the principles can be known with exactitude. In some 
passages there is even a verbal correspondence. The parallel 
between the two writings is equally complete in the derivation 
of the higher and the highest levels of knowledge from the lower 
and naive ones. But naturally we must not expect Aristotle to 
repeat himself mechanically page after page; verbal echoes 
remain the exception. The most decisive consideration is that 
these ideas were originally intended for the Protrepticus. They 
belong there by their essential nature, whereas in the lectures on 
metaphysics they are an external addition, arbitrarily tailored 
to suit the requirements of an introduction. 

Immediately after the long passages of Iamblichus' third book 
referred by Rose to the Protrepticus there follows a descrip
tion, also from the Protrepticus, of the gradual development of 
philosophy out of the other 'arts' (frg. 53). Presupposing 
Plato's theory of catastrophes, this work taught that after the 
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devastations of the great flood men were at first obliged to 
devote themselves to the discovery of the mere necessities of food 
and life (Ta mpl Tl)v Tpo<pl)v Kal To sfiv npc';hov TJVCX)Il<cXsOVTo 
<ptAocro<peiv). When things were going better they invented the 
arts that serve for recreation, such as music and the like. It was 
later still, when their need of necessaries was fully supplied, that 
they turned their attention to liberal studies and pure philo
sophy. Aristotle no doubt has the mathematical disciplines 
especially in mind when he speaks of the enormous advances 
made by the pure sciences in recent times (i.e. during Plato's 
generation). The same observation reappears in theM etaphysics 
(A I, g8rbi3-<)8zaz). There it is strangely out of relation to 
its context, whereas in the Protrepticus it served to show that, 
once the stimulus to philosophical studies has been given, they 
exercise an irresistible attraction over men's minds. The original 
reference to mathematics still obtains in the Metaphysics, where 
the mathematical inquiries of the Egyptian priests are cited as 
the beginning of the third era. The distinction between neces
sary and liberal arts also comes from the Protrepticus. In fact, 
everything in the first two chapters of the Metaphysics is taken 
therefrom. We must assume that this is true also of the out
standingly Platonic theological section g8zb 28-983• II, although 
our material fails us here. 1 

With regard to Iamblichus' ninth chapter, the end of it (p. 52, 
1. 16-p. 54, 1. 5, frg. 58) is recognized as certainly belonging to 

1 In two famous places where he is praising the divine blessedness of ~ure 
philosophical contemplation(Metaph. A :2, 98:2bz8, and Eth. Nic. X. 7, II77 31) 
Aristotle exhorts men not to be afraid of setting their thoughts on divine and 
immortal things, thus contradicting the ancient Greek precept. It is notorious 
that in both these passages he borrows a number of ideas and descriptive 
formulae from the P1'otrepticus; and his reversal of the ancient exhortation 
is protreptic in the highest degree. Now the author of the protreptic Ad 
Demonicum, who (as was shown above) made polemical use of Aristotle's 
work in several places,. writes in § 32 as follows: 'Think immortal things by 
being lofty of soul, and mortal things by enjoying in due measure the goods 
that you possess.' Although he here understands 'thinking immortal things' 
in a purely moralistic and non-speculative sense, he does at any rate allow 
it a certain value; and this shows that he has been induced by Aristotle to 
correct the traditional exhortation, which would hear nothing of such high 
thinking. Hence it is as good as certain that the famous call' to make ourselves 
immortal as far as we can' (Eth. Nic. r 177b 33) originally appeared in the 
Protrepticus, and was borrowed thence for the Ethics and the introduction to 
the Metaphysics. 
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the Protrepticus. In content it forms part of Aristotle's reply to 
the objection that philosophy is useless for life. We know from 
Cicero that he actually used the division of goods into necessary 
and valuable in themselves (avayKaia and :At' cx\rra &yam;,~J.eva 
or ~Aeveepa), and also the beautiful description of the isles of 
the blest, whose inhabitants, having no earthly needs, are wholly 
devoted to pure contemplation. 1 Nevertheless, Iamblichus has 
largely obliterated the force of the passage. Aristotle was not 
merely painting a pleasant picture. He also intended to show 
mankind isolated, as it were, from the needs (xpeia) of life. In 
using an image for such a purpose he was following Plato in the 
Republic, where the story of Gyges is employed in order to 
observe the behaviour of a man who can do whatever he likes, 
without having to take any account of other men and their 
judgements. It is commonly held that Iamblichus gives the 
original more truly than Cicero. This is wrong. Cicero says: 
supposing we were on the islands of the blessed, what need 
should we have of oratory, since there are no judicial proceedings 
there? What need should we have of the virtues of justice, 
courage, temperance, and even ethical prudence? Only know
ledge and pure contemplation would still be desirable. It follows 
that we love knowledge for its own sake, and not because of its 
usefulness or of any need of ours. Iamblichus omits all this, and 
thereby obscures the point of the picture. Cicero has preserved 
the tenor of the original on the whole pretty accurately. His 
only alteration is the addition of eloquence to the four cardinal 
virtues adduced in the Protrepticus. This was obviously done 
because of Hortensius, who reckoned not philosophy but 
eloquence the highest good. 

The proof of Cicero's superior accuracy is to be found in the 
tenth book of the Nicomacheatt Ethics. Here again a reminiscence 
of his early work has influenced Aristotle's pen.2 The subject is 
the same as that of the Protrepticus, namely pure contemplation. 
He contrasts it with the life of action. The latter requires many 
external aids for the realization of the ethical disposition (ti 
EKTOS xopl)yia i) fJ6tKf}). Generosity requires money. So does 
justice, if you wish to return equals for equals. Courage 
requires strength. Temperance can be tested only by the 

1 Frg. 58. 1 Eth. Nic. X. 8, II78* 24-b 5· 
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opportunity to abandon one's self-control. How else can a good 
disposition be exercised? And without exercise it never reaches 
fulfilment. The knower, on the other hand, needs no external aid 
in order to exercise his virtue; on the contrary, such aids could 
only be a hindrance to him. There, moreover, Aristotle repre
sents contemplation (6ec.op1a) as isolated and independent of 
the necessities of life. The idea is somewhat differently turned; 
Plato's doctrine of the four virtues is consciously rejected; 
through the inclusion of generosity the whole regains in effective
ness what it loses in enthusiasm through the suppression of the 
isles of the blest. In spite of retouching, however, the original 
picture is still recognizable, because the old method of present
ing the thought is retained. The essential point, both here and in 
Cicero, is the disappearance of the 'ethical virtues' in the state 
of pure bliss that belongs to intellectual vision. This proves that 
Cicero's version is the more complete. 

The first part of the ninth chapter also comes from the Pro
trepticus. This is as certain from the contents as it is from the 
style. Aristotle starts by dividing the causes of becoming into 
nature. art. and chance, a distinction that he makes in other 
places as well, though nowhere so pregnantly as here.1 lt is a 
characteristically Aristotelian view that nature is purposive in 
a higher degree even than art, and that the purposiveness that 
rules in handiwork, whether art or craft, is nothing but an 
imitation of the purposiveness of nature. The same view of 
the relation between these two things is often briefly expressed 
in the second book of the Physics, which is one of Aristotle's 
earliest writings. It is occasionally alluded to in other places 
also, but never so well developed and articulated as here. An 
expression like the following is strikingly original: 'Nature does 
not imitate art,z but art nature; and art exists to help and to 
make up what nature leaves undone' (p. 49. l. 28). The means 

1 We shall meet this tripartite division of the causes of becoming again in the 
dialogue On Philosophy. There its authenticity has been doubted, but in reality 
it is a part of the mechanistic physics that obtained before Plato. In Laws X. 
888 E, Plato had already used it precisely as Aristotle does in the Protrepticus, 
to show that nature (cpvoots) is not behind art (T!xlll'l) in intellect and resource· 
fulness, and t9 develop his new conception of cpvoo•s by this means. The realistic 
manner in which the idea is worked out in the Protrep#cus shows how closely 
Aristotle followed the later Plato even in his philosophy of nature. 

• That it did was the view of the Presocratic sophists, who were thoroughly 
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taken to recommend this view are again indubitably Aristo
telian. He offers examples from agriculture and from the care 
that the higher organisms require before and after birth. He 
establis;tes the proposition that there is a universal purposive
ness in organic nature by examples from the mechanics of the 
human body and its self-protecting devices.1 Everything comes 
into being for the sake of an end. An end is that which always 
appears as the final result of a development, in accordance with 
natural law and by a continuous process, and in which the pro
cess attains its completion. Thus in the process of becoming the 
mental is later than the physical, and in the mental realm the 
intellectual element in its pure form is again the later. There
fore Pythagoras was right in calling pure contemplation the end 
of man, i.e. the completion of human nature. To the question 
what we are born for he replied, 'to gaze upon the heavens'. 
Anaxagoras also expressed himself to the same effect. 

Anaxagoras' apophthegm reappears in the Eudemian Ethics, 

imbued with the rationalist spirit, and taught the existence of a mechanical 
adaptation of means to end in nature, and especially in the human organism. 
Traces of such a system are preserved in Xen. Mem. I. 4. 6 ff., and Arist. Part. 
Animal. II. I 5· Aristotle's philosophy of nature depends on an entirely different 
attitude, as he himself says here. It is teleological. Far from nature's exhibiting 
'incipient' tendencies to rival the art of our machines, all arts are merely man's 
attempt to compete with organic and creative nature; and this competition 
necessarily takes place in another medium (that of artificial construction), in 
which it is never possible to speak of an end {...0.~) in the highest or organic 
sense. 

1 Bemays (Gesamme/te Abhandlrtngen, vol. i, p. 23) believed Heraclitus to be 
the originator of the proposition that art is an imitation of nature, because the 
author of the De Mttndo (5, 396b 7 ff.) explains the process of natural becoming 
as being a harmonious amalgamation of opposites, and proves this from the 
example of the arts, which he declares to be nothing but imitations of nature; 
but what the De Mundo quotes from Heraclitus in this connexion ('that which 
agrees and that which differs, that which produces harmony and that which 
produces discord') shows no trace of such a view So far as concerns the 
inference from art to nature, and the conclusion that the latter is the arche
type, this view is Peripatetic and has nothing to do with the sage of Ephesus. 
D<:mocritus has a similar but distinct doctrine when he calls men the pupils 
of .the animals, of the spider in weaving and mending, of the swallow in 
bUtldmg, and of the songbirds in song (frg. 154). (With the last cf. 
Lucr~tius V. l379· Lucretius also derives cookery (1. 1102) and sowing and 
graftmg (I. 1361) from the imitation of nature, which he certainly got from 
Democritus by way of Epicurus). But Aristotle is concerned with something 
entirely new. He refers the proposition that art is an imitation of nature to the 
t<'lcological character of all human construction, and grounds it in the teleo
logrcal view of nature. 
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Plato, who strongly emphasized the element of intellectual know
ledge in it, and examined the special nature of this' knowledge'. 
It now took to itself the Form or standard as its object, and thus 
became the intellectual intuition of the good and the beautiful 
in themselves. The Form had first occurred to Plato in connexion 
with Socrates' problems, that is to say, in the ethical sphere; but 
as it widened its sway until it finally became the general principle 
of all being, phronesis received more and more content. It became 
the Eleatic science of being. It became the Anaxagorean Nus. 
In a word, it became pure theoretical reason, the opposite of what 
it had been in Socrates' practical sphere. At this point Plato 
divided his system into dialectic, ethics, and physics. From then 
on there were several phroneseis . . Frequently the word meant no 
more than 'special science'; gymnastics and medicine, and all 
disciplines whatsoever, were phroneseis. This development can be 
understood only by means of the development of Plato's philo
sophy as a whole, and its final division into three philosophies. 
At the same time a development took place in the theory of the 
first principles, in the course of which the Form became mathe
matical, and ended in a theology and a monadology. In the 
Protrepticus phronesis has this meaning almost exclusively. It is 
Nus, metaphysical speculation, that which is really divine in us, 
a power wholly distinct from the other faculties of the soul; as it 
is in the Timaeus and the Philebus, in the Laws or the Epinomis. 

Whereas the Protrepticus understands phronesis in the full 
Platonic sense, as equivalent to philosophical knowledge as 
such, when we come to the Metaphysics the conception has dis
appeared. The Nico·machean Ethics also presents a wholly 
?ifferen~ pictu~e. In this work the phronesis of the Protrepticus 
1s defimtely reJected. In the sixth book considerable space is 
devoted to the question of the position of phronesis among the 
intellectual faculties. Everywhere a polemical intention appears 
between the lines. Aristotle reduces the word to its meaning 
in ordinary usage, i.e. to the sense that it had before Plato. 
He deprives it of all theoretical significance, and sharply dis
tinguishes its sphere from that of sophia and Nus.1 In common 

1 Eth. Nic. VI. 5 ff. Ordinary usage is emphasized in I I40a 25 and 29; b 8, xo, 
and II; and I141a25, 27, and b5. [Tr.-Iocpla is practically identical with 
'wisdom'.) 
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usage it is a practical faculty, concerned both with the choice of 
the ethically desirable and with the prudent perception of one's 
own advantage. Such is Aristotle's later terminology. He is at 
the farthest remove from the standpoint of his early period 
when he concedes phronesis to animals. I In connexion with 
ethics it now means an habitual disposition of the mind to 
deliberate practically about everything concerning human weal 
and woez (e~ts 7rpcn<Ttt<f}). He insists that it is not speculation 
but deliberation, that it is concerned not with the universal but 
with the fleeting details of life, and that it therefore does not 
have the highest and most valuable things in the universe for 
object, and in fact is not a science at all.l What all this amounts 
to is the public recantation of the Platonic views in the Pro
trepticus. Whereas he there described metaphysics as 'the 
phronesis of the kind of truth that was introduced by Anaxa
goras and Parmenides and their followers', he here expre~sly 
lays it down that such persons as Anaxagoras and Parmemdes 
are not called phronimoi but sophoi, precisely because while they 
inquired into the eternal laws of the universe they did not under
stand their own advantage.4 

Beneath this change in terminology lies a change in the 
fundamental principles of Aristotle's metaphysics and ethics. 
To Socrates phronesis had meant the ethical power of reason, a 
sense modelled on the common usage that Aristotle restores to 
its rights in the Nicomachean Ethics. Plato analysed the nature 
of this ethical insight more exactly, and derived it from the con
templation of eternal Norms, and in the last resort from the 
Good. This changed it into the scientific apprehension of in
dependent objects; but Plato was justified in retaining the name 
pltronesis, in as much as the knowledge of true being was in fact 
a knowledge of the pure Norms by reference to which man 
should order his life. In the contemplation of the Forms being 
and value, knowledge and action, coalesce. When the theory 
of Forms was abandoned being and value fell apart, and dia
lectic thereby lost its direct significance for human life, which to 
Plato was an essential feature of it. The distinction between 

1 Eth. Nic. VI. 7. II4I 0 27. • Eth. Nic. VI. 5, II40b4 and 20: 

J Eth. Nic. VI. 8, II4Ib9 and 14; II4I 0 2I and 33 f!.~ II42°24. 
4 Frg. 52 (p. 59, I. 3, in Rose). Eth. Nic. VI. 7, II4I 3-5. 
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metaphysics and ethics became much sharper than before.t To 
one looking backwards from this point of view Plato appears 
'intellectualist', because he based ethical action entirely on the 
knowledge of being. Aristotle drew a line between the two. He 
discovered the psychological roots of moral action and evaluation 
in character (1j6os), and from then on the examination of 1j6os 
took the foremost place in what came to be called ethical thought, 
and suppressed transcendental phronesis. The result was the 
fruitful distinction between theoretical and practical reason, 
which had lain together as yet unseparated in phronesis. 

From this sketch of the historical development it follows 
necessarily that in the Protrepticus Aristotle based himself on 
a different metaphysics. It was the abandonment of the Idea
theory that led to the break with Plato's doctrine of the primacy 
of phronesis, and with his onesidedly theoretical derivation of 
the ethical life. Therefore the Protrepticus, which is still com
pletely dominated by the conception of phronesis in the old sense, 
must have been based on Plato's ethical metaphysics, that is, on 
the unity of being and value. All the essential parts of it are in 
fact Platonic, not merely in language but also in content. No
where else does Aristotle sanction the Academic division of 
philosophy into dialectic, physics, and ethics (except in the 
Topics , but there it is merely mentioned in passing. and the 
Topics is presumably one of his earliest efforts).2 Moreover, 

1 This is true of all specifically human values, but not of absolute value or 
good. Aristotle believed as much as Plato that being and value in the absolute 
sense coincide in the conception of God. In that respect he remained a Platonist 
to the day of his death. The highest being is also the highest good. At the point 
that is farthest removed from human affairs metaphysics penetrates into ethics 
and ethics. into metaphysics. The perspective, however, has shifted completely. 
It is only in the far distance that the motionless pole appears, an ultimate sign
post, on the horizon of existence. The connexion of this metaphysics with 
particular actions is too loose to justify its being called phro-nesis. 

2 In frg. 52 (p. 6o, I. I7, in Rose), in the course of a proof that we can attain 
to real knowledge, Aristotle clearly distinguishes knowledge (r) 'of the just 
and the beneficial', (2) of 'nature', and (3) 'of the rest of truth'. He docs not 
yet possess an expression for' first philosophy' (cf. p. 59, 11. 1-4, in Rose, where 
the conception of it is again linked with the knowledge of the just and unjust 
and the knowledge of nature, and again expressed by a periphrasis). At any 
rate, Plato's word 'dialectic' seems to him not to be characteristic enough; 
it fails to distinguish ontology from ethics and politics, and it does not con
tain any reference to an object. For the latter reason Aristotle limits it to 
formal logic, which has no object. In harmony with the tripartite division of 
philosophy is the proof (I) about substance (p. 6o, l. 21-p. 61,!. I, in Rose), 
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there is as yet no trace of what we find in the Ethics, the 
supplementation of the doctrine of virtue by psychological 
analysis; instead of that we have Plato's architectonic doctrine 
of the four virtues. 1 The decisive thing. however, is what the 
Protrepticus says about the method of ethics and politics. 

The opponents of philosophy are there made to describe 
ethics in accordance 'vith Plato's notion of it, as if the correct
ness of that notion were self-evident. It is a science of the just 
and unjust, of the good and bad, like geometry and its related 
sciences.2 Aristotle is here calling attention to a point that bad 
obviously aroused severe criticism, the view that ethics is an 
exact science. In another place he describes politics (which he 
considers inseparable from ethics) as a science that seeks for 
absolute norms (op01). To philosophical politics he opposes the 
'arts', which use merely second-hand knowledge. He reckons 
ordinary empirical politics as one of them, because its decisions 
are based only on the analogies of experience and it is therefore 
incapable of ever giving rise to creative action. Philosophical 
politics has 'the exact in itself' for object. It is a purely theo· 
retical science. 3 

This ideal of mathematical exactness is contrary to every
thing that Aristotle teaches in his Ethics and Politics about the 
method of those studies. In the Nicomachean Ethics he explicitly 
opposes the demand for an exact method, as being incompatible 
with the nature of the material. In this respect he equates ethics 
and politics with rhetoric rather than with mathematics.4 Their 
propositions are merely typical, never universal; their inferences 
are valid at best as a general rule. and not without exception. 
To the ideal of method that he stood for in the Protrepticus 
Aristotle here replies that the more general ethical propositions 
are the more empty and ineffective they are.s Virtually every 

(2) about the virtues of the soul (p. 61, II. 2-8, in Rose), and (3) about nature 
(p. 6I, ll. 8-17, in Rose). In Top. I. I4, 105b 20 ff., Aristotle distinguishes 
between ethical, physical, and logical premisses; here again 'dialectical' is 
avoided, cf. Xenocrates frg. I (Heinze). 

1 For the four Platonic virtues see frg. 52 (p. 62, l. r, in Rose) and frg. 58 
(p. 68, 11. 6-g). 

2 Frg. 52 (p. 58, 1. 23, in Rose). 
3 Iamb!. Protr., p. 55· 11. I and 6 ff., in Pistelli. 
4 Eth. Nic. I. I, 1094b II-27; I. 13, II02a 23. 
5 Eth. Nic. ll. 7, II073 29. 
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word that the Nicomacltean Ethics contains about this matter is 
written with a polemical implication, and we must learn to read 
it with this in mind. In the Prolrepticus it was said that the 
philosophical statesman is distinguished from the common run 
of politicians by the exactness of his knowledge of the norms . 
he beholds things in themselves, and does not rest content with 
their variegated reproductions in empirical reality. There is an 
intentional reminiscence of this passage, almost to the very 
same words, in the Nicomachean Ethics; but there the view is 
converted into its exact opposite. We read that one must dis
tinguish between the way in which a geometer and the way in 
which a carpenter (i.e. an empiric) measures a right angle. 
The former beholds truth itself; the latter inquires into the nature 
of rectangularity only so far as it is necessary for his practical 
purposes. And it is with the latter, not with the geometer, that 
Aristotle compares the science of ethics or politics! Plato's ideal 
of an ethics proceeding more geometrico is here emphatically 
rejected, whereas in the Protrepticus it still holds undisputed 
sway ;1 and when Aristotle here insists that for the statesman 
and even for the student listening to lectures on ethics, practicai 
experience is far more important than theoretical equipment, 
that also is polemic against his own earlier Platonic view.z Of 
late origin again is the declaration that philosophy is not neces
sary for a king, but rather a hindrance; he should, however, 
give ear to truly philosophical councillors. This appears to come 
from a work addressed to Alexander, and to refer to a particular 
situation, which may be dated during the Asiatic expedition.J 
Between the time of the letter to Themison, which invited him 
to theoretical statesmanship based on the Forms, and the time 
when Aristotle wrote this piece of advice, a change had occurred 
in the fundamentals of his thought. 

1 Elh. Nic. I. 7, zogS• 26: 'And we must also remember what has been said 
before, and not look for precision in all things alike, but in each class of things 
such precision as accords with the subject-matter, and so much as is appro
priate. to 7he inquiry. For a carpenter and a geomet«.:r investigate the right 
angle m d1fferent ways; the former docs so in so far as the right angle is useful 
for his work, while the latter inquires what it is or what sort of thing it is; for 
he is a spectator of the truth. We must act in the same way, then, in all other 
matters as well, that our main task may not be subordinated tominorquestions.' 
Cf. Iamb!. Prolr., p. 55. 11. z- 14, in Pistelli. 

2 Elil. N i c. X. 10, 1181 a 1 and 10; l. 13, 1102• 19 ff. J Frg. 647. 
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The ideal of geometrical ethics could have been conceived only 
on the basis of the later theory of Ideas. To Plato knowledge 
was measurement. By an exact science he understood one that 
measures things in accordance with an absolute and completely 
determinate measure. Hence the indeterminate (crrTEipov), the 
manifold of the sensible world, is never an object of pure science. 
The Philebtts shows how in his old age he tried to make ethics an 
exact science on the mathematical pattern by means of the 
principles of limit (nepas) and measure (1.1E-rpov). In that 
dialogue the notion of measurement is constantly recurring; it 
is the sign of the mathematical stage of the Idea-theory. Since 
all that is good is measurable and determinate, while all that is 
evil is immeasurable and indeterminate, both in the cosmos and 
in the soul, Plato's later politics and ethics are really nothing but 
a theoretical science of measure and the norm. In the second 
book of his lost Statesman Aristotle wrote: 'the good is the most 
exact measure' .1 The Platonist Syrian us quotes these words 
against their author, and argues from them that Aristotle under
stood Plato's doctrine better at other times. Aristotle meant 
precisely the same thing in the Protrepticus when he demanded 
exactness and described politics as a science of pure norms. 
This is the philosophy of the Philebt~s. which gives the first place 
in the table of goods to measure (1.1E-rpov), the second to the 
measurable (oVIJilETPOV), and the third to the reason that appre
hends measure (pltronesis).2 In the Republic the Form of the 
Good had been the ground of the being and knowability of the 
whole real world. According to the Philebtts and to Aristotle's 
Statesman the reason why it is so is that it is the highest and 
universal measure, the absolute unity that makes the world of 
Forms determinate,' symmetrical', and thereby real, good, and 
knowable. All that is indeterminate is excluded from it. We 
need not here inquire what part Plato's later view that the 
Forms are numbers has to play in this doctrine Aristotle men
tions it frequently in the Protrepticus. His later ethics is an in
tentional contradiction of the view represented there and in the 
Statesman; according to it there are no universal norms, there is 

1 Frg. 79· Syrian's remarks on this statement, which Rose docs not repro
duce, are important because they show that he was fully conscious of the con• 
tradiction between it and Aristotle's later view. .. Phil. 66 A. 
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no measure except the individual living measure of the auto
nomous ethical person, and phronesis is concerned not with the 
universal but with the particular.I 

'The good is the most exact measure' means precisely the 
same as Plato's dictum in the Laws, 'God is the measure of all 
things'. This pointed attack on Protagoras' statement that man 
is the measure of all things was intended to set the absolute 
norm on the throne of the universe ;2 God is the good in itself, 
the pure monad, the measure of measures. Thus politics and 
ethics become theology and take their stand at the head of 
theoretical philosophy; what is and what ought to be are 
identical in the absolute sense; and human action is done with 
immediate reference to the highest value and meaning in the 
world. In accordance with its principles the Nicomachean Ethics 
denies that politics has this leading position; politics can no 
more be the highest wisdom than the aims of human life can 
aspire to the highest good, which is glimpsed only by the wise 
man in his intuition of the divinity.J 

The view of the Philebus, that philosophy ought to be made 
an exact and mathematical science,4 did not influence the Pro-

• 'The good man judges each class of things rightly, and in each the truth 
appears to him. . . . And perhaps the good man differs from others most by 
seeing the truth in each class of things, being as it were a norm and meas«re of 
them', Eth. Nic. III. 6, I IIJ0 29 ff. 'The refined and well· bred man, therefore, 
being as it were a law to himself', IV. 14. I I28a 31. 'If virtue and the good man 
as such are the measure of each thing, those also will be pleasures which ap
pear so to him, and those things pleasant which he enjoys·. X. 5, u76• I S. 
Incidentally, these remarkable sentences prove once more, if only we look at 
them in the light of the Protreptictts, that Aristotle's ethical inquiries were 
originally entirely dominated by Plato's problem of the measurability and 
measure of moral phenomena; his change consisted simply in rejecting the 
universal norms, and recognizing no measure but the autonomous conscience of 
the ethically educated person ('the good man'), a measure which can claim no 
'exactness' in the epistemological sense. Thus he refers every man to himself, 
and recognizes the inexhaustible variety of the conditions of individual moral 
action wtthout undermining the inviolability of the inner norm. The famous 
notion of virtue as a mean between excess and defect is also treated as a problem 
in the measurement of continuous quantities (II. 5, uo6• 26); and it is this 
treatment that gives sense to the method employed, a fact which is usually 
completely misunderstood, because everybody ignores the actual historical 
connexions out of which Aristotle's problem arose. 

• Plato, Laws IV. 716 c: 'God ought to be to us the measure of all things, 
and not man as men commonly say.' 

3 Elh. Nic. VI. 7, II41•2o ff. 
4 For exactness (&Kp!~ua) as the sign of a discipline's being scientific in 

character sec Phil. 56 B--e. 57 c-F., 58 c, 59 A, 59 o, and so on. 
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trepticus merely with regard to the nature of ethics and politics. 
It is also the underlying reason for the account there given of 
the relation between empirical and pure science. Plato's later 
doctrine took from mathematics not merely the conception of 
measure and the ideal of exactness, but also the problem of 
drawing the line between pure and applied science. In the Pro
trepticus the opponents of pure philosophy and science are 
represented as coupling geometry and surveying, the theory of 
harmony and music, astronomy and the sailor's knowledge of 
sky and weather, in order to prove that theory is actually a 
handicap in any department of practical activity, because it 
prevents the student from getting practice and often even 
impairs the certainty of his natural instinct.I We should like to 
know how Aristotle replied to this criticism, but unfortunately 
his answer is lost. The idea of coupling together pairs of pure 
and empirical sciences was naturally not invented by his 
opponents; it was first used by Plato. The Philebus distinguishes 
an arithmetic of the philosophers from the arithmetic of the 
many ;z it is science in a greater or less degree according as the 
tmits with which it operates are like or unlike. Similarly there 
are two 'arts' of computation and two of mensuration; in fact, 
there are many 'arts' where such a twin brotherhood exists, 
without their being distinguished by name.J Those with which 
the true philosophers are occupied are incomparably superior to 
the others because of their exactness and truth in matters of 
measure and number. Presumably Aristotle's answer to the 
empiricists was similar to Plato's in the Philebus: it does not 
matter which 'art' is most serviceable and which is of the 
greatest use, but which aims at the greatest accuracy, clarity, 
and truth. 'A little pure white is whiter and fairer and truer than 
a great deal that is mixed', and the lover of pure colours will 
therefore prefer it unconditionally.4 This view, that knowledge 
ought to be made exact even if it thereby becomes useless, is 
also the conviction of the Protrepticus. It arises out of the 
artistic attitude to mathematics that is characteristic of Plato's 

1 Frg. 52 (p. 59, ll. 18 ff., in Rose). • Phil. 56 D. 
3 Phil. 57 o . Cf. Epin. 990 A, where the mathematical astronomer is con

trasted with the empiric and the man who is weatherwisc. 
4 Phil. 53 A. 

D 
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feel ourselves directly transported into the midst of Plato's 
community of students. In the Academy men felt that they 
were swimming in the main current of progress, in comparison 
with which the other 'arts' were stagnant water. Aristotle 
speaks of the pace of the movement, and he believes that the 
completion of knowledge is at hand. He shares in the confidence 
which his generation derived from the conviction that it 
possessed creative power and had made unexampled progress. 
Men believed that genuine inquiry can make men happy, and 
this belief arose not from any artificial arguments but from 
actual good fortune and intensified experience; if it ever has 
been true it was true then. The outsider may think it thankless 
work, exclaims Aristotle, but he who has once tasted of it can 
never be satiated.' It is the only form of human activity that is 
not restricted to any time or place or instrument. It does not 
require any encouragement from external gain. He who lays hold 
of it is laid hold of by it; thenceforward he knows of nothing 
pleasanter than 'sitting down to it' {npocre2pelcx). It was this 
circle of students that gave birth to Aristotle's ideal of 'the 
theoretic life '-not, that is to say, the animated gymnasium of 
the Lysis or the Charmides, but the cabin {Ko:Avi3TJ) in the 
secluded garden of the Academy. Its quietude is the real original 
of the isles of the blest in the Protrepticus, that dreamland of 
philosophical otherworldliness. 2 The new type of philosopher 
models himself not on Socrates but on Pythagoras or Anaxagoras 
or Parmenides. The Protrepticus names these three as founders. 

~ This change is important enough to require our attention a 
little longer. 

This seems to have been the moment at which the Academy 
first raised the problem of the historical and the Platonic 
Socrates, because the members were becoming more and more 
conscious of their distance from the Socratic type. In their 
earliest attempts to distinguish his share from Plato's they 
naturally denied to the historical Socrates almost every piece 
of philosophical knowledge that is ascribed to him in Plato's 

1 Frg. 52 (p. 62, I. 20, in Rose). 
2 Frg. 58 (p. 68,1. 3, and p. 69, I. x, in Rose). The literary model for this was 

Plato, Gorg. 526 c, and Rep. VII. 540 B. The Platonists referred these. two 
passages to life in the Academy. The Epinomis (992 B) takes ovcrthesamc 1dca. 
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dialogues. Later on this radicalism was followed by a reaction, 
so that Aristotle obtained the following result: 'Two things must 
in fairness be ascribed to Socrates, inductive arguments and 
universal definition.' 1 In any case there is no connexion between 
Socrates and the theoretical philosophy of the Protrepticus. In 
that work metaphysics, which has not yet received the name 
'first philosophy', is described as 'speculation of the type intro
duced by Anaxagoras and Parmenides ', and the ancestor of 
Plato's philosophy is considered to be Pythagoras.2 Even in the 
first book of the Metaphysics Aristotle still holds that Plato's 
doctrine was essentially Pythagorean in origin, though it added 
'some peculiarities of its own'. J This view, which must often 
have astonished the reader, is not intended to belittle Plato. It 
was the official view of the Academy; and Aristotle still held it 
when he wrote these words about 348/7. The Platonic Socrates 
had been the result of the artist's desire to mould and create; 
the Academy's cult of Pythagoras, one of the most remarkable 
examples of religious auto-suggestion there have ever been, was 
a projection of the Academy itself and its number-metaphysics 
into the half-mythical personality of Pythagoras, whom the 
Platonists venerated as the founder of 'the theoretic life', and 
whom they soon freely credited with the views of their own time 
and school. 

The tale about Pythagoras in the Protreptiws, unimportant 
as it is, enables us to see with our own eye::; how story-telling 
developed and came to have its fateful influence on the history 
of Greek philosophy. Pythagoras is asked what is the purpose of 
human life. He replies, 'to contemplate the heavens'. 4 In 

' Metaph. M 4• 1078b 27. This cautious f?rmula seems Y>. ~e to be still the 
fairest account of the historical facts. Mater (Sokratcs, fubmgcn, 1913, pp. 
77 ff.) was no doubt right in denying that Socrates had any logical theory of the 
universal and induction; it is high time that we ceased calling Socrates the first 
logician on the strength of Aristotle's statement. B~t his actual. words giv~ no 
sanction whatever to such a view; he merely dcscnbcs the log1cal operations 
that Socrates practised. He considers Socrates, however, from his own point 
of view. His aim is not in the least to give' a. picture of the l.na.n_'. but. t? dis
cover in him, as in Democritus and the Pythagoreans, the prumtive ongms of 
logical method {cf. 1078b 20). 

• Iamb!. Protr., p. 51, 11. 8 and II; frg. 52 (p. 59, I. 4• in Rose). 
3 Metaph. A 6, 987a 30. . . 
• lambl. Protr., p. 51,1. 8. The dictum of Anaxagoras at I. 13 1s a vanant of 

this. 
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answer to a second question he describes himself as such a con
templator (6ec.>p6s). With this story let us compare the classical 
account of the origin of the word 'philosopher' in Cicero's 
Tttsculan Disptttations, which comes from Heraclides of Pontus 
a fellow-student of Aristotle's. I Here again Pythagoras is bein~ 
questioned. He calls himself a philosopher, and to explain this 
new name he tells the following story. He compares human life 
with the great festival at Olympia, where all the world comes 
together in a motley throng. Some are there to do business at 
the fair and to enjoy themselves; others ·wish to win the wreath 
in the contest; others are merely spectators. The last are the 
philosophers, of whom there are but few. After reading the 
Protrepticus one recognizes in the first two groups the repre
sentatives of pleasure and virtue, that is of the 'apolaustic' and 
the 'practical' lives. The philosopher lives entirely for 'theory', 
for pure phronesis. Attractive as this story sounds it is neither 
a unity nor original. Heraclides, the most assiduously Pytha
gorean of all the Platonists, has obviously been stimulated 
by the Protrepticus. He projects the distinction of the three 
lives into the dim past. The kernel of the tale lies in the 
word 'theory', which inevitably suggests a double meaning. 
The Protreptictts had already drawn the parallel between the 
philosopher's contemplation of reality and the sacred spectacle 
of Olympia, and had done so in a passage close to that describing 
the answers of Pythagoras.2 Heraclides simply combined these 
two elements into a short story and gave it a little embellish
ment. What to Aristotle was merely a stylistic device now be
comes a simile of the three lives (since not every one who goes to 
Olympia is a spectator), and is ascribed to Pythagoras himself 
(cx\rros ecpa). In reality the tale presupposes the fundamental 
notions of Plato's later ethics and metaphysics. 

Lastly, we must consider wh~t the Protrepticus can tell us 
about Aristotle's early attitude towards life and relgion. In this 
respect it is supplementary to the Eudemus; it shows that the 
view that he had there established about the other world made 
a radical difference to his opinion of this one. In both works he 
is thoroughly pessimistic about earthly life and temporal goods 
and interests. He exhorts us to throw away life of our own 

1 Cic. Tusc. V. 3, 8. • Iamb!. Pl'otr., p. 53, I. 19. 
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accord, in order to obtain a higher and purer good in exchange. 
But whereas the Eudemtts, with its doctrine of the soul and 
immortality, is predominantly speculative, the Protrepticus 
introduces us to a more personal atmosphere. 

Following Plato's example and doctrine, Aristotle is con
vinced that there are higher, imperishable values; and that 
there is a truer world, towards which genuine knowledge leads. 
For the sake of that good he abandons all the seeming goods 
of power, possessions, and beauty.I The worthlessness of all 
earthly things has never been more contemptuously denounced. 
As to the dream of the aesthetic eighteenth century-harmony, 
cloudless serenity, and the enjoyment of beauty-the Protrepticus 
feels nothing but the profoundest disgust for it. Probably it 
never really appealed to the Greek spirit. There were moments 
as in the fourth century, when the aesthetic attitude seemed t~ 
be triumphant in life and in art; but they were soon overtaken 
by the reflection that 'strength, beauty and stature are but a 
laughing stock, and utterly valueless'. When these words were 
written the beauty of the body in its sublime austerity had long 
ceased to seem divine; and the art that should have interpreted 
it was living on a mere semblance, the empty cult of form. In 
the Protrepticus Aristotle lays hands on the beautiful Alcibiades, 
who was the idol of that age, and in whom it delighted to find its 
own image. He puts his finger on the weakness of the time when 
he says that if a man could see into the inside of that much
admired body 'with the eyes of Lynceus ', he would find a 
p~c.ture of ugliness and nausea. 2 He himself is using the Lynceus
v~s~on of another attitude towards life when he penetrates this 
VISible material partition that surrounds us and discovers 
behind the scenes of appearance a new and hitherto invisible 
world, the world of Plato. 
. On this view the perfection of all the imperfections of human 

hfe must lie in the transcendental world. Thus life becomes the 
de~th of the soul, and death the escape. into a higher life. 
Anstotle borrows the language of the Phaedo and declares that 
the life of the true philosopher must be a continual practice 
of death.3 He will find nothing harsh in that, for to him the 

: Iamb!: Protr., P: 53, I. 19. • Frg. 59 (p. 70, I. I 1, in Rose; cf. 11. 7 ff.). 
See DlC!s, Archw fur Geschichle der Philosophic, vol. i, p. 479· 
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A clever and cultivated scholar of imperial times, Aristocles of 
Messana, had the moral force to tear down this veil of legend. 
He put an end to the persistent tradition of the compilers by 
going back to the primary sources and demonstrating the miser
able insufficiency of the grounds on which tb.e gossip rested. 
Chance has kindly preserved to us the part of his critical inquiry 
where, after triumphantly destroying the threadbare tissue of 
lies, he shows that the rumours of a break between Plato and 
Aristotle rest on a crying misinterpretation of a passage in the 
latter's pupil Aristoxenus of Tarentum.' In all probability it was 
Aristocles who, after demolishing these apocryphal tales, restored 
to light that precious personal document which gives us Aris
totle's real attitude to his master better than all the hypotheses 
of alien malice, namely the altar-elegy dedicated to Eudemus.2 

The assertion, that the man to whom Aristotle is enthusiastic
ally testifying in this frag~ent is not Plato but Socrates (whom 
Aristotle had never seen in his life), is self-contradictory and 
psychologically improbable.l It would never have been put for
ward if scholars had kept steadily in mind the fact that this rare 
jewel owes its rediscovery solely to a critical biographer's search 
for first-hand information, and therefore must have contained 
Aristotle's own explicit a.ccount of his relation to Plato and his 
reply to the malicious critics of that relation. The later Neo
Platonists took the poem from a learned work on this subject, 
where it was quoted only so far as it threw a direct light thereon. 
It is therefore clear that by the man 'whom bad men have not 
even the right to praise' is meant in this elegy none other than 
Plato ; and that the 'bad men' whose praise Aristotle thinks 

I. 6, 10961 u-16, and frg. 8. Our information about the gossip in the schools 
has been critically examined by Stahr (Aristotelia, Halle, 1830, vol. i, pp. 46 ff.). 
He takes his material from Franciscus Patritius (Discussicmes peripateticae, 
Basic, 1581). The latter, a Platonist of the Renascence, was quite blinded by 
his hate of Aristotle; he put implicit faith in any accusation however absurd. 

1 Aristocles in Euseb. praep. ev. XV. 2, 3· 
1 This is the view of Immisch (Philologus, vol. lxv, p. u). It is rendered 

probable by the fact that, as Stahr has shown {ibid. vol. i, p. 6r), what the 
Ammonius-life of Aristotle tells us about his relation to Plato must be referred, 
on account of its verbal echoes, to the fragment of Aristocles preserved in 
Eusebius. 

3 Bernays, Gesammelte Abhandlungen, vol. i, pp. 143 ff. Rightly rejected by 
Wilamowitz (Aristoteles und Athen, vol. ii, p. 413), and more recently by 
Immisch (Joe. cit.). 
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damaging to the master are not just any misera plebs, but those 
mistaken admirers who thought it their duty to defend Plato 
against Aristotle's criticism of his doctrine. 1 A literal translation 
may be added here: 

Coming to the famous plain of Cecropia 
He piously set up an altar of holy Friendship 
For the man whom it is not lawful for bad men even to praise,. 
Who alone or first of mortals clearly revealed, 
By his own life and by the methods of his words, 
That a man becomes good and happy at the same time. 
Now no one can ~ver atta.in to these things again. 

The dedicator of the altar, here spoken of in the third person, 
is unknown to us. The statement that the poem was addressed 
to Eudemus is no help, because we cannot determine whether the 

. Cyprian or the Rhodian is meant. The latest Neo-Platonists, in 
their confused version of the life of Aristotle, professed to be 
able to describe the inscription on the altar; and according to 
them the dedicator was Aristotle. It is quite unsafe to make this 
the basis of an interpretation. Fortunately, the various remain
ing versions of the biographical tradition enable us to follow the 
growth of the legends so clearly that we can detect the stages in 
the gradual development of this supposed inscription.2 

Though there is some obscurity in the outward situation as 
depicted by Aristotle, there is none whatever in the inner, and 

1 Only so can we give concrete meaning to this passionate repudiation of the 
profane. In Aristotle's style an empty rhetorical hyperbole is unthinkable; and 
to refer it to Diogenes the Cynic (asjs done by Gomperz, Griechische Denker, 
vol. ii, p. 539; and by Immisch, loc. cit., p. 21), because he also taught the self
sufficiency of virtue, seems altogether too strained. Diogenes could perhaps 
have appealed to Socrates in support of his own doctrines, but never to a 
thinker so theoretical and so far removed from himself as Plato. 

• Immisch considers the inscription genuine (loc. cit., p. 12); but in the Vita 
lllarcia11a the spurious hexameter, 'Aristotle set up this altar for Plato', is 
quoted by itself, as is right (p. 432 in Rose); and then we read, 'and i?J another 
Place he says of him, "a man whom it is not lawful for bad men even to praise"'. 
This second line is a pentameter, and what happened is that the careless compiler 
of the so-called Life According to Ammonit~s put the pentameter and the hexa
meter together (p. 439 in Rose). supposing that 'man' was in apposition to 
'Plato', and that the two lines formed a single distich, although they were given 
separately in his source. It is inconceivable that things can have gone the other 
way, namely that the author of the Vita Marciana can have had the distich 
before him as a whole, and then broken it up and said that the pentameter came 
from another poem. Originally the quotation probably included the whole of 
the fragment of the elegy, for it is obvious that it was obtained from Aristocles 
(sec above, p. 106, n. 2). 
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present generation and the superhuman leader there is a tra · . t. . . gtc resigna Ion, m VIrtue of which this memorial poem is not a m . f . ere 
piece o ~xalted pr~Ise but a human and moving confession. 
The fact ~s that ~nstotle in his Ethics denies Plato's doctrine 
that mans happmess depends only on the moral power of h' 
s~ul. 1 

• He would prevent the chatterers from copying this su~~ 
hme d1~tum. But to Plato, its originator, it was absolute truth. 
Where 1s the man that can follow up his steep path? 

Earth's insufficiency 
Here grows to Event; 
The Indescribable, 
Here it is done. 

Ne~ertheless, Aristotle's departure from Athens was the ex
pressiOn of a crisis in his inner life. The fact remains that he 
ne~er came back to the school in which he had been educated. 
Th1s was presumably connected with the question of Plato's 
successor, which would inevitably determine the spirit of the 
Academy for a long time to come, and the decision of which 
cou~d not meet with Aristotle's approval in any event. The 
chmc~, whether Plato's own or that of the members, fell on 
P.lato s nephew Speusippus. His age made it impossible to pass 
him over, however obvious Aristotle's superiority might be for 
all w~o had eyes t.o see. The decisive consideration was perhaps 
certam external Circumstances, such as the difficulty of convey-
~~dv) · III. 1286b 7, 'aristocracy would be more desirable than monarchy 
1f 1t were possible to obtain many men of the same kind • (•-v "' , .... 1 · ' · t. · d S · J't u 'J "~I'E v, I.e. 0 

I ~o~er m .rea I y, o.r to make real). Objection has been taken to the juxta-
pOSition of ever agam' and 'now'. This manner of speech is due to the com
pactness that co~pres~es two possible expressions into one, namely 'never or 
at .least ~ot now and none of those now living' (oo:?.Evl Twv Y' vOv). Aristotle 
wntes h1s own ~anguage, and it cannot be reduced to a set of rules. He is in
terested solely 1~ the accuracy of the intellectual nuance that he wishes to 
~onvey, .a~d not m the s~~thness of the diction; e.g. the precise d1stinction of 
or first m the fourth hne IS more s~itable to a lecture than to an elegy. The 

master has shown us the, goal-such IS the meaning of the conclusion-but we 
men of the present cannot fly so high. It follows that the poem was written 
a~ter Plato's death, ~nd is addressed to Eudemus of Rhodes. The feeling is too 
d1rect, however, for~~ to have been written during Aristotle's latest period. It 
seems to be the offspnng.of strong emotion and inner conflict. If, as I believe, it 
was ~t Assos that both Thcophrastus and Eudemus became students of ,\ris
totle s, the elt>gy .may have been written shortly after Plato's death. At the 
~oment when Anstotle was ~bandoning the master in matters of doctrine, the 
1m pulse of ~IS heart drove h1m to declare his inner relationship to h1m in the 
form of an mhmatc personal confession. 

1 Immisch rightly emphasizes this, Joe. cit., p. 17. 
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ing the Academy to a metic, although this was afterwards over
come. The choice of Speusippus continued Plato's family in the 
possession of the property. Whether, in addition to such reasons 
of external expediency, personal antipathies also played a part, ' 
it is no longer possible to say; but on general grounds it is prac
tically self-evident that they must have done so. One thing, 
however, is certain; it was not Aristotle's criticism of Plato's 
fundamental doctrines that prevented him from succeeding 
to the headship of Plato's Academy. Speusippus himself had 
declared the theory of Ideas untenable during Plato's own life
time, and had also abandoned the Ideal numbers suggested by 
Plato in his last period; he differed from him in other funda
mental particulars as well. And that Aristotle was not meanly 
but highly thought of in the school when he left Athens is proved 
by the person who accompanied him, namely ~Xenocrates, the 
most conservative of all Plato's students with regard to altera
tions of the doctrine, but at the same time a thoroughly upright 
man. The departure of Aristotle and Xenocrates was a secession. 1 

They went to Asia Minor in the conviction that Speusippus had 
inherited merely the office and not the spirit. The spirit had 
become homeless, and they were setting out to build it a new 
place. For the next few years the scene of their activity was 
Assos on the coast of the Troad, where they worked in common 
with two other Platonists, Erastus and Coriscus from Scepsis 
on Ida. 

The importance of this period has not been recognized. 
Plato's sixth letter, the genuineness of which has been con
vincingly demonstrated by Brinckmann,2 is addressed to Erastus 
and Coriscus, two former students now in Asia Minor, and to 
their friend Hermias, lord of Atarneus. The two philosophers 
are to put themselves under the protection of Hermias, since, 
while persons of excellent character, they are devoid of worldly 

1 Strabo XIII. 57. p. 610. 
1 Rheinisches Museum, N.F., vol. lxvi, 191 I, pp. 226 fl. In our views of the 

external events connected with Hermias we agree almost entirely (see my 
Et~tstchungsgeschichte der Metaphysik des Aristoteles, 1912, pp. 34 ff.); and this 
is all the stronger evidence because Brinckmann started from a quite different 
point, and we reached the same conclusion independently of each other. 
Although my book was not published until 1912, it had already been submitted 
as a thesis to the philosophical faculty at Berlin when Brinckmann's miscellany 
appeared. 
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experience; Hermias on his part is to learn to appreciate th · 
steadfast and trustworthy friendship. This remarkable relati~~ 
between the two companions of Plato and the prince of At 
h b ·u · arneus 
. as e~n I ,umma~ed by an inscription first published by Boeckh, I 
m whtch Hermtas and the companions' (the formal ph 
'E ' ' 1 s - rase 

Pl.lla~ Kat o ."Tatpot occurs five times in the original) make 
an alha~ce wtth the people of the city of Erythrae. The 
newly discovered commentary of Didymus on Demosth • 
P ' ·z· · enes 

tt~ ippzcs leaves no doubt that the companions who h 
al .th H ere 

appear ong wt ermias as legal parties to the contract are 
none other than the two philosophers from the neighbo · 
town of _Scepsis, as was already probable from Plato's lett:ng 

Hermtas wa~ a man of lowly origin. That he was a eunuch is 
not to be demed. Even the story that in earlier years a b k 
had employed him as money-changer at the counter pres:~
ably ~ests ?n fact, although it is related by Theopompus, who 
descnb~s htm as unpleasant~y a~ possible. z He began by getting 
possessiOn of some mountam villages in the neighbourhood of 
Ida.~ _Later_ he obtained public recognition from the Persian 
admtrustratwn, and was allowed to adopt the title of prince, pre
sumably after the payment of an adequate sum. His residence 
was at Atameus. His steadily growing political influence ex
tended the area under his control to an astonishing size. In the 
end h_e must have maintained a substantial contingent of mer
ce?anes, for he reduced rebellious places to obedience by military 
raids, and he after~ards wit~stood a siege by the Persian satrap. 

Erastus and Conscus ha~ hved for a long time in the Academy, 
a~d. then returned to thetr native town of Scepsis. Hermias' 
ongmal rea~on for ente~ing into relati'Ons with them was certainly 
not theoretical enthustasm for Plato's philosophy. They must 

' Boe~kb,_'Her~as von Atarneus' in Abhandltmgen der Berli11er Akadtmie, 
1853. Histonscb-philosophische I<lasse, pp. 133 ff. (Kleinere Schrijten vol v 
p. •189). The insc~ption appears in Dittenberger's Sylloge, vol. P, p. 3~7. · ' 
. He '."'as certamly a Greek, or Aristotle in his hymn could never have repre
sented htm a~ the upholder of the true tradition of Hellenic virtue, in contrast 
to the barbanans who treachcrot•5ly killed him {cf. the epigram Ro f 6 ) 
1~ the letter to Philip Theopompus·says (Didymus in Demosthene::.'c~f5 .7:4: 
D1els-S_chubart, Berhn, 1904): 'Though a barbarian he philosophizes with 
Plat~mst~, though he has been a slave he competes with costly chariots at the 
meeb~gs. Here t~e first statement at any rate is either a lie for the sake of 
rh~tor~cal anbthcsts or merely a reference to his being a eunuch. 

Dtdymus m Demosthmem, col. 5, 27, Diels-Schubart. 
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have been persons of importance in that little city. The com
munity was proud of its two learned sons. It was not uncom
mon for small Greek cities to call for laws from citizens who had 
become famous. The mathematician Eudoxus, who returned to 
Cnidus as a great scholar, was highly respected there; he was 
voted an honorary decree and entrusted with the task of writing 
new laws for the city. 1 Erastus and Coriscus no doubt tried to 
introduce in Scepsis various political reforms that had been 
suggested in the Academy, as other Platonists did in other 
piaces, some as dictators or the advisers of princes, others as 
communists and tyrannicides. Presumably Plato wished to in
stitute a friendship between the two companions and their 
·neighbour' Hermias, because, while he recognized their noble 
~1isposition, he was afraid they might be somewhat doctrinaire. 
The letter that we possess is the solemn record of this peculiar 
pact between Realpolitik and theoretical schemes of reform. The 
spirit of Plato hovers over the institution, and, although he 
is not acquainted with Hermias,z whom he supposes to be an 
unphilosophical and purely practical man, he exhorts the 
three parties to read the letter in common whenever they come 
together; and, if there should be any disagreement, to have 
recourse to the arbitration of the Academy at Athens. The move
ment towards reform thus appears as the result of a philo
sophic political system, which is to be realized throughout Greece 
wherever the opportunity occurs, and in which the Academy 
intends to retain the lead. 

When this oligarchy of wise men was established the philo
sophers naturally demanded that Hermias study geometry and 
dialectic,J just as Plato had once demanded it of Dionysius, his 
pupil Euphraeus of Perdiccas king of Macedon, and Aristotle of 
Themison of Cyprus; and, like those other knowledge-hungry 
men of a busy and enlightened but inwardly vacillating century, 
Hermias applied himself to study with increasing zeal; and, what 

1 Diog. L. VIII. 88. 
• See Plato, Letter VI, 322 E. Strabo, on the contrary {XIII. 57, p. 610), 

wrongly makes Hermias a philosopher and one-time student of Plato's, in order 
to explain his connexion with the Academy. For some inexplicable reason this 
contradiction was formerly supposed to prove the letter spurious, although 
Strabo'saccount contains many other inaccuracies (Brinckmann,loc. cit., p. 228). 

l Plato, Letter VI. 322 D. 
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is more, directed his life on moral principles, which Theopompus, 
perhaps not without some justification, declares that he had not 
done during the first years of his rise. From the contradictory 
judgements of the Chian, who considered him absolutely un
scrupulous, and of the Platonists, whose honest admiration for 
him is reflected by Aristotle and Callisthenes,1 we may con
clude that he was an unusual person, a mixture of natural intel
ligence, enterprising energy, and great will-power, but at the 
same time full of unresolved contradictions. At any rate the 
benefit that he received from the men of Scepsis was not merely 
in regard to the health of his soul ; we now know from Didymus 
that they gave him correct political advice, for which he pre
sented them with the town of Assos. On their recommendation he 
voluntarily changed his tyranny 'into a milder form of constitu
tion'. This step conciliated the Aeolian peoples of the coast, and 
the consequence was that the territories from the Ida-range 
down to the coast of Assos came over to him of their own free 
will. In the milder form of constitution we may recognize the 
idea of Plato and Dion, who had intended to consolidate the 
Syracusan tyranny by the adoption of a constitutional form, 
and then to unite the city-states of Sicily, for purposes of foreign 
politics, under its strictly monarchical leadership. What could 
not be realized in Sicily became a political reality in miniature in 
Asia Minor.z 

• See the juxtaposition of favourable and unfavourable judgements in 
Didymus, col. 4. 6o fl. He quotes in tum Book XL VI ofTheopompus' Philippic 
Histories, his letter to Philip, Callisthenes' encomium on Hermias, Aristotle's 
poem to him, Hermippus' life of Aristotle, and Book VI of Anaximenes' 
Philippic Histcries. 

• Didymus, col. 5, 52, Diels-Schubart. I have added some tentative restora
tions at the beginning: 

Kal • )Is [ Tl)v 1T )lp•~· t
o-rpcrrfrr.[ 11<7£, ~(;l.M 2t.' rnon\ac:rro Koplcn<ov) Kal ·E
paO'Tov Kal 'Ap10'TOT[iA11v Kal %EVOo<pcl:n]vJ AIO Kal 
1TM(ES ov)TOI napa ('Ep~l<jt 2t.Ji)yov ..... J \io-re-
pov . . [. . . . ) 1\Ko[ vaev airrC.v. . . . . ). Uc:.>KEV 
airr(ots 2t.Jwpea(s.) .. [ ......... rniT1J2t.]ts :At Tl)v 
TVpav[vl2t.)a ~[ni)<;TTU(crtv ds npa1o)T~pav 2t.v
vao-rdav· AIO Kalna<7(11S TfiS crov)E(Y.Y.)~ rnf\p-
~EV [c.>S 'Aaaov, ~TE (2..1'! Kal lm£p11a]~!s Tots d
PI'I~tvots ~1;l.oa6~•s &[ niVEIJJ.EV) Tl)v 'Aaalwv 
n6;l.JV, ~a;l.1crra 2t.' airr[C.v emoA£~)*~1195 'Apt
o-roTI;l.l'lv OIKEt6TcrTa (2t.IIKEITO trp)Os TOVTOV. 

The text, together with the restorations,may be translated as follo~s: 'And into 
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The reforms of Erastus and Coriscus must have occurred 
before Plato's death, because, since in 347 Aristotle joined them 
not in Scepsis but in Assos, Hermias' gift must have been an 
accomplished fact at that time. Didymus expressly tells .us, 
what we did not know before, that Hermias heard the philo
sophers and lived with them for a considerable period; and, in 
fact, Plato could not have referred in his sixth letter to such 
purely theoretical questions as the doctrine of ~~rms (322 ~) 
unless he had known that each of the three rec1p1ents was m
terested therein. The language of Didymus compels us to 
imagine not merely casual philosophical discussions. but actual 
lectures. In this group the lead naturally fell to Anstotle, and 
the fact that Hermias felt specially obliged to him seems to 
show that he took the outstanding part in the lectures. Nothing 
less than a colony of the Athenian Academy was taking shape 
in Assos at this time, and there was laid the foundation of the 
school of Aristotle. 

It must have been here that Callisthenes enjoyed the instruc
tion of his uncle, for he did not hear him in Athens; in any case 
we have to assume that he was personally acquainted with 
Hermias because he wrote an encomium on him. In later days 
Xeleus, the son of Coriscus, was one of the most active and .im
portant Aristotelians; and Theophrastus came from the neigh
bouring town of Eresus on Lesbos. When, at the end ~f thr~e 
years, Aristotle left Assos and settled himself at :l\lyblene m 
Lesbos, it was probably the influence of Theophrastus that led 
to the decision.x He it was also, as is well known, who bequeathed 

the surrounding country; he made expeditions, and he made friends o.f Coris~us 
and Erastus and Aristotle and Xenocrates; hence all these men hv~d wtth 
Hcrmias ... afterwards ... he listened to them ... he gave them gifts · · · 
he actually changed the tyranny into a milder rule; therefore he a~so came to 
rule over all the neighbouring country as far as Assos, and then, ~emg exceed
ingly pleased with the said philosophers, he allotted th~m. the c1t:y of ~ss~s. 
He accepted Aristotle most of all of them, and was very mt1mate w1th h1m .. 

1 That Theophrastus joined Aristotle at least ~ early as the Macedoman 
period is proved by his personal knowledge of Stag1ra and by the fact that he 
owned property there (Diog. L. V. 52'; Historia Plat~~armn, Ill. I J ·.I; IV. 16. 3). 
This can have been acquired only by means of a fa1rly long stay m that pla.ce, 
and such a stay can have occurred only during the period p~ior to the foundmg 
of the school at Athens (335). when Aristotle, together w1th the httle group 
that had followed him to Macedon, was often away from th~ court for Ion~ 
intervals; and especially during the years immedia~ely p~ecedmg Alexander .s 
accession, when the latter was already takmg part m affa1rs of state. If th1s IS 
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Aristotle's papers and library to Neleus, who in turn left th 
to his relatives in Scepsis. The close conn ex ion between Aristo~~ 
and the friends in Scepsis and Assos, for the sake of studyin; 
philosophy, finally removes all appearance of romance from the 
oft doubted story of the rediscovery of his papers at Scepsis in 
the cellar of Neleus' descendants ;1 and it is now clear that the 
frequent use of the name Coriscus as an example in Aristotle's 
lectures goes back to a time when its owner was actually sitting 
on the bench of the lecture-room in Assos. In this connexion it 
is important to observe a tradition found in the Jewish writer 
Josephus (c. Apionem r76), which has apparently never received 
any notice. He mentions a work of Clearchus, one of the better
known earlier Peripatetics, on sleep. Aristotle himself appeared 
as a figure in this dialogue, and told of a Greek-speaking J ew 
who came to him during his residence in Asia Minor in order 
to study philosophy 'with him and some other members of the 
school'. Whether this story was Clearchus' own invention or an 
a~tual piece of tradition which he used for his own purpose, in 
e1ther case he must have been convinced that there had been a 
time when Aristotle was teaching in Asia Minor together with 
other Platonists, and that can only have been the time when he 
was teaching in Assos. In every respect the experiences of this 
stay in Asia Minor were decisive for Aristotle's later life. 
Hermias gave him Pythias, his niece and adopted daughter, to 
wife. We know nothing about this marriage except that of it 
was born a daughter who received the same name as her mother. 
In his will Aristotle directs that the bones of his wife, who had 

so, it follows that Theophrastus' acquaintance with Aristotle dates from the 
master's stay in Asia Minor, and that Theophrastus followed him thence to 
Macl'don. It is not indeed impossible that he had even heard Plato, gone 
through the same ~roce~ of de~el~pment _as Aristotle (Diog. L. V. 36), and 
left At~ens along w1th h1m; but It 1s very 1m probable. He died in the 123rd 
Olympiad. If he was twenty years old when he came to Aristotle at Assos in 
348/7. he would be at least eighty when he died, even supposing that it was the 
first ye~r.of the Olympia_d (288), and may have been anything up to eighty-four. 
Hence •t 1s sc~rcely possible that he was Plato's pupil for long. It is much more 
natural to th_mk that he was attracted from Lesbos to the neighbouring Assos 
b~ the te~chmg of Anstotle and the other Academicians there. His friendship 
wtth ~lhsthencs . (to whom Theophrastus dedicated Callisthenes, o,. On G,.ief 
after h1s death, D1og. L. V. 44) must also belong to a time before the founding 
of the school at Athens, since this man followed Alexander to Asia in 334 and 
never returned. 

1 Strabo XIII. 54, p. 6o8. 
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died before him, shall be laid beside his own, as was her last 
'wish. Strabo's account is as usual romantically exaggerated; he 
tells a sensational story of Aristotle's flight with the tyrant's 
daughter, which he supposes to have taken place after the 
capture of Hermias. Here as elsewhere the new Didymus dis
covery has corrected and enlarged our knowledge. After three 
years of activity at Assos Aristotle went to Mytilen~ in Le~~o~, 
where he taught until 343/2. He then accepted Kmg Philip s 
invitation to go to the court of Macedon as tutor of the prince. 1 

Soon after entering on this new work he received news of the 
terrible fate of ..Hermias. Mentor, the Persian general, after 
shutting him up in Atarneus and unsuccessfully beleaguering 
him there, treacherously enticed him into a parley and carried 
him off to Susa. There he was questioned under torture about 
his secret treaties with King Philip, and when he steadfastly 
preserved silence he was crucified. Under the torture the king 
caused him to be asked what last grace he requested. He 
answered: ·Tell my friends and companions (npos Tovs <piAovs 
TE Ked hcxipovs) that I have done nothing weak or unworthy 
of philosophy.' Such was the farewell greeting delivered to 
Aristotle and to the philosophers at Assos.1 Aristotle's attach
ment to his friend, and the deep emotion that he felt at his 
death, are still living to-day in the cenotaph at Delphi, for 
which he himself composed the dedicatory epigram, and in the 
beautiful hymn to Hermias. While the nationalist party at 
Athens, led by Demosthenes, was blackening the character of 
the deceased, while public opinion was dubious about him in 
Hellas and feeling ran very high throughout the land against 
Philip and his partisans, Aristotle sent out into the world this 
poem, in which he declared himself passionately on the side of 
the dead man. · 

1 Cf. my Ent. Met. At'ist., p. 35· For an exam pi~ of the wrong vi~':" see Gercke 
in Realenzyklopadie det' klassischen Altcrturnsw,ssenschaft, vol. u, col. 1014. 
He regards the fall of Hermias as the reason for Aristotle's 'flight', and hence 
assigns it to the year 345, since it is established that Aristotle spen~ only th~ee 
years in Assos (34S-5); but Didymus has shown that he_left Assos while_ Herm .. as 
was still alive and that the latter did not fall until 341. Some (mcludmg 
Gercke, Joe. cit.) have conjectured that Aristotle was in Athens for a short 
intervening period, during which he taught in the Lyceum; l>ut this rests on a 
rash misinterpretation of !socrates Xll. 18. 

• Didymus, col. 6. 15. 
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Virtue toilsome to mortal race, 
Fairest prize in life, 
Even to die for thy shape, 
Maiden, is an envied fate in Hellas, 
And to endure vehement unceasing labours. 
Such fruit dost thou bestow on the mind, 
Like to the immortals, and better than gold 
And ancestors and languid-eyed sleep. 
For thy sake Heracles the son of Zeus and Leda's youths 
Endured much in their deeds 
Seeking for thy potency. 
Through longing for thee Achilles and Ajax came to the house of Hades. 
For sake of thy dear shape the nursling of Atarneus also 
Has left the sun's beams desolate. 
Therefore his deeds sha11 be famous in song, 
And he shall be declared immortal by the Muses, 
Daughters of Memory, 
As they magnify the guerdon of steadfast friendship and the worship of 

Zeus the hospitable. 

The unique value of this poem for our knowledge of Aris
totle's philosophical development has never been exploited. For 
the most part it has been regarded merely as a human document, 
but it shows that when Aristotle had completed his destructive 
criticism of Plato's Idea, exact thinking and religious feeling 
went separate paths in him. To the scientific part of himself 
there was no longer any such thing as an Idea when he wrote 
these lines, but in his heart it lived on as a religious symbol, as 
an ideal. He reads Plato's works as poetry. Just as in the Meta
physics he explains the Idea, and the participation of the sen
sible world in its being, as the free creation of the contemplative 
imagination, so here in his poem it appears to him again, trans
figured into the shape of a virgin for whom in Hellas it is still 
exquisite to die. The words 'in Hellas' must not be overlooked. 
Callisthenes also, in the encomium which he wrote on him at 
this time, uses Hermias' brave death as a picture of Greek virtue 
{apETl)), in contrast with the character of the barbarians (6 Twv 
l3cxpl3afXA>v Tp61TOS) ;1 and Aristotle's dedicatory epigram at 
Delphi reveals hate and contempt for the 'Medes ', who did not 
overcome Hermias in open fight but craftily broke their word 
and cruelly murdered him. The juxtaposition of Hermias with 
Heracles and the Dioscuri, with Achilles and Ajax, is not a trick 

1 Didymus, col. 6. xo-13. 
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of the panegyric style; Aristotle does not intend to deck out 
his friend in the pathetic paraphernalia of Homer's heroes. On 
the contrary, all Hellenic heroism, from Homer's naive kind 
down to the moral heroism of the philosopher, appeared to him 
as the expression of one single attitude towards life, an attitude 
which scales the heights of life only when it overcomes it. He 
found the soul of the Greeks' power in this Platonic virtue or 
heroism, be it military prowess or steadfast silence in pain; and 
this he instilled into Alexander, so that in the middle of a 
century of enlightenment that proud conqueror long fought and 
carried himself as if he were Achilles. On his sarcophagus the 
sculptor represented the deciding battle between Hellenes and 
Asiatics as an example of the same contrast-on the visage of 
the Orientals the marks of deep physical and spiritual suffering, 
in the forms of the Greeks the original, unbroken, mental and 
bodily might of heroes. 

The unfriendly attitude of Aristotle and his companions to
wards Persia was at that time universal in the Macedonian 
court. Now that the testimony of Didymus has rehabilitated 
Demosthenes' fourth Philippic, we know for certain that as 
early as 342/I Philip was already seriously thinking of a plan 
for a national war against the hereditary foe, a war such as the 
Pan-Hellenic propaganda of !socrates and his circle had long 
been brewing. Only this could justify the brute force by which 
the king of Macedon was ruling over the free Greek cities. By 
means of his secret agents Demosthenes knew that Hermias had 
made agreements with Philip, and thereby put himself in a 
serious position as regards Persia. This military treaty opened 
the way for a Macedonian attack on Persia. Hermias, being a 
far-sighted politician, had been well aware that the time was ripe 
to invoke Philip's protection for his hard-won position in north
west Asia Minor. The clash between the Persian empire and the 
military power of Macedon seemed to him inevitable, and he 
hoped to preserve his independence by giving Philip the Asiatic 
bridgehead and assuring him of a strong base in Aeolia. We do 
not know who told the Persians of these plans. However that 
may be, when the Persian general had taken Hermias prisoner, 
Dcmosthenes rejoiced to think that the great king would soon 
extract from him, under torture, confessions such as to throw a 
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glaring light on Philip's plot, and to make Persia ready for the 
alliance with Athens on behalf of which Demosthenes had long 
striven in vain.t 

It is scarcely conceivable that Aristotle knew nothing of the 
high affairs of state which Philip, at whose court he was living, 
was arranging with his own friend and father-in-law. He re
moved to Pella in 342; Hermias fell in 341. We do not know 
whether the secret treaty was made during this year, or was 
already in being when Aristotle went to Macedon; but it is 
probable that it did not remain secret for long, and therefore was 
concluded not very long before the catastrophe. At all events 
Aristotle went to Pella with the approval of Hermias and not 
without some kind of political mission. The conventional tradi
tion has it that King Philip was searching the world for a man to 
educate his important son, and therefore lit upon the greatest 
philosopher of the age; but at the time when Aristotle was 
lecturing in Assos and Mytilene he was not yet the intellectual 
leader of Greece, and Alexander was not yet an historic figure. 
Nor can the choice have been decided by the fact that Aristotle's 
father Nicomachus had been the personal physician of Amyntas 
at the court of Macedon, for since then four decades had passed. 
Everything indicates that it was the connexion between Hermias 
and Philip that really suggested this remarkable symbolization 
of world-wide historical events, the association of the thinker 
and the great king. Merely to play private tutor would not have 
suited Aristotle's virile character, and there was never much 
outlook in Macedon for a part such as Plato had taken at the 
court of Dionysius and Aristotle himself towards his princely 
friend in Atameus. Hence it is important that when we analyse 
the Politics we observe a gradual transition from Plato's ethical 
radicalism, and from his speculation about the ideal state, to
wards Realpolitik; and that we are led to the conclusion that 
this change was accomplished mainly under the influence of the 
experienced statesman Hermias. Aristotle did not recommend 
to Alexander the Platonic ideal of the little city-state, such as it 
is preserved in the oldest portions of his Politics; although this 

1 Demosthencs, Orations, X. 31. Cf. the scholia ad Joe. They refer the 
mysterious hints of the fourth Philippic to Hermias, and this has been confirmed 
by Diuymus' commentary. 
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ideal still had its importance for the Greek cities, which had re
mained formally autonomous, and although he afterwards re
cognized it again when he lectured at Athens. He was well aware 
-and that he undertook the work is more significant of his 
character than all his political theories-that he was forming 
the ideas of the heir of the leading state in Greece, the most 
powerful European kingdom of the age, and that he was at the 
same time a diplomatic link between Philip and Hermias. The 
death of the latter gave an unexpected turn to everything, but 
the anti-Persian sentiment of the coalition thus destroyed be
came a part of Aristotle's emotional life, and in that atmosphere 
Alexander grew up. 

It was a matter of faith with Aristotle that Greece could rule 
the world if it were politically united. As a philosopher he re
cognized the cultural leadership of this people, which, wherever 
it found itself, penetrated and dominated the surrounding 
nations with astonishing power. No race could vie with the in
tellectual compactness of the urban Greek; both in war and in 
commerce he conquered by his mere technical superiority and 
personal self -reliance. On the other hand, the traditional narrow
ness of political life in the autonomous city-state put in the 
way of any organic union difficulties that Aristotle, born in Chal
cidice, was unable to appreciate with the Attic democrat's long
standing passion for freedom. Being the son of a family that had 
lived at the Macedonian court, it was easy for him to accustom 
himself to the thought of Greece united under Macedon ian leader
ship. But in such an unstable form of state there would inevit
ably be an antinomy between the patriarchal or agricultural 
kingship on the one hand, and the freedom of the city-demo
cracies on the other. This would make for inner disunion and 
could be overcome only by the outstanding personality of a real 
king, in whom Greece could see its own embodiment. Aristotle 
knew that such a man is a gift of the Gods. He was not a sup
porter of monarchy at all costs; Greek thought in fact never 
possessed-or at least that of the fourth century did not-the 
juris tic insight necessary to appreciate the value of legitimacy and 
a fixed succession. The less, however, that the Greeks regarded 
a monarch as ruling by legal right in our sense, the more ready 
they were, even in the century of the greatest enlightenment, 

E 



CHAPTER VI 

THE MANIFESTO ON PHILOSOPHY 

T HE history of the most productive epoch in A~stotle's li~e 
has previously been a blank sheet. Of the penod from h1s 

thirty-seventh to his forty-ninth years, that is, from the time 
when he left the Academy to the time when he returned to 
Athens from Macedonia and founded the Peripatetic school 
(347-335), nothing has been known. No essential connexion 
could be traced between his' travels • and the secluded life in the 
Academy that had preceded them. In any case they seemed to 
have no special importance for the understanding of Aristotle as 
a thinker. Since his writings could not be accurately dated there 
appeared to be a complete vacuum between his Academic and 
his Peripatetic periods, it being supposed that the treatises were 
all written during the latter. Since nothing precise was known 
about his teaching and writing previous to the foundation of his 
school, it is not surprising that scholars imagined his thought as 
having reached a final shape, and regarded the treatises as its 
systematic and definitive expression. Within this system the 
highest place appeared to belong to metaphysics, the study of 
pure being, an overarching dome beneath which all depart
mental sciences were included, presupposed, and thereby can
celled. 

We now know from the newly discovered work of Didymus 
that Aristotle resumed his teaching immediately after 347. and 
that his first independent appearance occurred while he was still 
at Assos. What we hear of his activity during these years shows 
that it had come to be his desire to exert a widespread public 
influence. At the same time, everything points to the conclusion 
that his close affinity with Plato and Plato's preoccupations 
continued undisturbed. He went on living and teaching among 
Plato's pupils. As we have seen, his departure fr~m the sch?ol 
at Athens was in no sense a break with the Academ1c commumty 
as such· and it would be an intolerable contradiction to suppose 
that, after having remained a true disciple throughout his 
master's life, he broke away from him the instant he was dead. 
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On the contrary. his development took on more and more of the 
public character that had always determined Plato's personal.ity 
and influence. He founded schools and sowed the seeds of philo
sophy in various places. He took part in political affairs, as 
Plato had done, and came to have influence at the courts of the · 
most powerful rulers of the age. For the first time he began to 
number important men among his pupils. 

It is a priori probable that this was also the time of his first 
appearance before the general public as a critic of Plato, since 
he now had to explain the Platonic philosophy on his own re
sponsibility and according to his own conception of its nature. 
Starting from this reflection, we must try to penetrate farther 
into the mysterious darkness of these decisive years, during 
which he reached the first comprehensive formulation of his own 
point of view. We discover that between the early, dogmati~
ally Platonic, stage of his development, and the final form of h1s 
thought in its maturity, there was a period of transition whose 
nature can be definitely ascertained in many particulars; a 
period when he was criticizing, rearranging, and detaching him
self; a period, previously wholly overlooked, which was clearly 
distinct from the final form of his philosophy, although it reveals 
the entelechy of the latter in all essential points. The advantage 
of examining this situation is not merely to obtain a picture of 
the gradual growth of his principles. Only when we know what 
he emphasizes as time goes on, what he suppresses, and what he 
introduces, can we form a clear conception of the determining 
forces that were working to bring about a new W eUanschattung 
in him. 

At the head of this development I place the dialogue On 
Philosophy. It is generally reckoned along with the earlier 
writings,I but its doctrine is obviously a product of the transi
tion. The numerous fragments remaining, some of them quite 
substantial, make the attempt at reconstruction more hopeful 
than it is with any of the other lost works. Here again we shall 
have to go into the minutiae of interpretation in order to extract 

' Bernays and Heitz see no difference between this and the other exote1·ic 
writings, because they assume that Aristotle attacked Plato in all of them. 
Dyrofl, on the other hand (op. cit., p. 82), universalizes his correct view that the 
contents of the dialogues and the Protrepticus were mostly Platonic, and 
assumes that the same was true of that On Philos()/'hy also. 
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Metaphysics. One of the few points that can be firmly estab
lished about the chronology of the treatises is this: shortly after 
Plato's death Aristotle produced a happy sketch of the main 
results of the mass of discussion that had been going on about 
the Forms within the Academy, in which he attempted to out
line his new system of improved Platonism; the introduction to 
this early sketch is contained in the first book of the Meta
physics.1 Now it is inconceivable that the criticism in the 
dialogue On Philosophy, which was addressed to the public and 
cast in literary form, came before this esoteric discussion; that 
criticism was not the first but the final step For the sake of the 
Academy Aristotle would avoid as long as possible a public 
examination of the internal controversies of his school on logical 
and metaphysical questions, which few persons were capable of 
judging; and the remaining fragments prove that he did so only 
when self-defence obliged him. It follows that the dialogue was 
written at the same time as the criticism of the Forms in the 
first book of the Metaphysics, or slightly later, and certainly 
after Plato's death. Aristotle enters the lists armed not merely 
with destructive criticisms but also with a view of his own. 
Until Andronicus published the Metaphysics this dialogue re
mained the chief source of information about Aristotle's general 
philosophical opinions in the ancient world, and from it the 
Stoics and Epicureans took their knowledge of him. It was, 
however, an undeveloped Aristotle with whom they had to 
content themselves. 

He began with the historical development of philosophy. He 
did not confine himself to the Greek philosophers from Thales 
onward, who display a real continuity, and who were pure 
inquirers, proceeding without presuppositions along definite 
lines. Contrary to his procedure in the Metaphysics, he went 
back to the East, and mentioned its ancient and tremendous 
creations with interest and respect. In the first book of the 
M etapltysics he touches o.nly on the Egyptian priests and their 
services to mathematics, for the sake of the example of philo
sophic leisure and contemplation that they gave to the Greeks. 
In his dialogue, however, he penetrated to the earliest times-if 
we follow his own chronology-and spoke of the Magi and their 

' See Ent. Met. Arist., pp. 28 if., esp. p. 33· 
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teaching. 1 Then came the venerable representatives of the 
oldest Hellenic wisdom, the theologians, as he calls them; 
then the doctrines of the Orphics, and no doubt Hesiod, 
though he does not appear in the fragments ; and finally the 
proverbial wisdom traditionally ascribed to the Seven Wise 
.Men, the preservation of ~~ich was specially cared for by the 
God of Delphi. This gave occasion to mention the old Apolline 
worship. It is worth noticing that Aristotle was the first suc
cessor of Plato to rid himself of Plato's contemptuous opinion of 
the Sophists. He restored the name to its rightful meaning as a 
title of honour; and he had the historical insight to put the 
Seven Wise .Men at the head of this succession of commanding 
intellects, whose influence on the development of Greek thought 
seemed to him so important that he included it in the history of 
philosophical wisdom.z 

This mass of facts was critically sifted and reduced to order. 
Aristotle raised the question of the genuineness of the remaining 
Orphic poems. He denied that Orpheus wrote verse; and he 
distinguished between the religious ideas and the form in which 
they were handed down, correctly assigning the latter to a fairly 
late period, about the end of the sixth century. This is the origin 
of the view, which still holds the field, that the mystification of 
the Orphic poem was invented by Onomacritus, theologian to 
the Pisistratids, who were interested in Orphic mysticism.J 
Aristotle also inquired into the antiquity of the proverb 'Know 
thyself', which was inscribed over the entrance to the temple at 
Delphi. He sought to determine its date by means of the history 
of the building.• Similarly, instead of naively admiring the 
hoar antiquity of Egyptian wisdom and of Iranian religion, he 
attempted to assign to them the most definite possible dates.s 

This strict chronology is the result not of a mere antiquarian 

'Frg. 6. 
a The evidence for these details in the dialogue On Philosophy is as follows. 

Ap~rt ~rom the dating of the religion of the Magi, only the calculation a bon t the 
anttqutty of the Delphic proverb' Know thyself', which led on to th~ question 
of ~he date o~ the Seven Wise Men, is de1initely ascribed to this dialogue (frg. 3). 
Anstotle asstgned the proverb to a time prior to Chilon. It follows that frag
ments 4 and 5 come from the same context. That the theologians must have 
bet;n men~ioned is obvious from the fact that in the Metaphysics too he makes 
philosophtcal reflection begin with them. 

3 
Frg. 7· • Frg. 3· 5 Frg. 6. 
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interest but of a philosophical principle. His doctrine was that 
the same truths reappear in human history, not merely once or 
twice, but indefinitely often.1 He therefore laid the foundation 
of a collection of Greek proverbs, on the ground that these 
laconic and striking empirical precepts are the survivals of a 
pre-literary philosophy, and have preserved themselves by word 
of mouth, through all the changes in the nation's spirit, in virtue 
of their brevity and pregnancy. His keen eye perceived the 
value of proverbs and proverbial poetry in the study of the origins 
of ethical reflection. To the educated Greek the detailed labour 
of making such a collection seemed banausic, and Aristotle's 
attempt evoked open scorn from Isocratean circles.z In examin
ing the antiquity of the Delphic maxim' Know thyself' he tried 
to determine the question from which of the Seven Wise Men it 
came. By means of his deductions from the building he settled 
this rather empty controversy with a judgement of Solomon; 
since the maxim is older than Chilon it comes from none of the 
Wise Men, but was revealed by the Pythia herself. The point 
of the argument becomes clear when we consider Plutarch's 
statement, according to which Aristotle 'in the Platonic works' 
held that 'Know thyself' is the most divine of the precepts at 
Delphi, and that it was this same precept that gave Socrates his 
problem. The peculiar phrase 'in the Platonic works' (~v Tois 
ma-.-wVll<OiS) is parallel to 'in the Socratic works,, which 
means Plato's Socratic dialogues; it must refer to the form, not 
the content, and it must mean Aristotle's Platonic dialogues. 
The relation here established between the old Delphic maxim 
and the new Socratic search for ethical knowledge fits better 
into the dialogue On Philosophy than into any other. It is an 
example of the doctrine that philosophical truths are redis
covered throughout the course of history. Thus Socrates became 
the restorer of the ethical principle of Apolline religion; in fact, 
as Aristotle tried to show by the tale of the visit to Delphi, it 
was from this ancient centre of revelation that he received the 

1 De Cae!o I. 3. 270b 19; Meteor. I. 3. 339b 27; Metaph. II 8, 1074b 10; 
Pol. VII. 10, 1329b25. 

1 For Aristotle's interest in proverbs see napot11la in Bonitz's Index Aristote
licus. For the view that proverbs are 'remnants of ancient philosophy' see 
frg. 13. For collections of the proverbs see Diog. L. V. 26 and Athenaeus 
II. 6o D. 
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external impulse leading to those questions that agitated all the 
ethical problems of his age.t 

The connexion thus discovered between religion and philo
sophy extends throughout the dialogue. Socrates' Apolline 
mission had already been touched on by Plato in the Apology; 
here the doctrine of cycles is used to broaden it into a renascence 
of Delphic wisdom. Apollinism and Socraticism are the two foci 
in the development of Greek ethics. The inquiry into the date of 
the origin of Orphism must have been part of the same idea. 
Aristotle never doubted the historicity of Orpheus; he em
phasized the lateness of the literary formulation solely in order 
to replace the Pisistratid versifier and oracle-monger with a 
genuine prophet of Greek antiquity. He was certain that the 
Orphic poems were late; there was nothing, however, to prevent 
the religious teaching itself from being of great antiquity. What 
led him to inquire into the date of its origin was doubtless its 
recent return in a more spiritualized form in Plato's doctrine of 
the after-life and the soul's progress. 

Another example of this method is to be found in the follow
ing fragment. InhisNaturalHistory Pliny says (30. 3): 'Eudoxus, 
who wished it to be thought that the most famous and most 
beneficial of the philosophical sects was that of the Magi, tells 
us that this Zoroaster lived 6,ooo years before the death of 
Plato. Aristotle says the same.' We know that Eudoxus, the 
astronomer and friend of Plato, interested himself in Oriental and 
Egyptian learning during his stay in those parts. He brought 
with him to Greece the lore that he had gathered from the repre
sentatives of a world still more or less closed to the Hellenes. 

At that time the Academy was the centre of a very strong 
interest in the Orient. As an omen of Alexander's expedition 
and the consequent rapprochement between Greek and Asiatic 
this interest is of great and by no means sufficiently recognized 
significance. The channels through which the Eastern influence 

' -:r:hat fragments r and 2 belong with 3 cannot be doubted, as soon as it is 
percetved that the key to the whole is the theory of the periodic return of all 
knowledge. We are not concerned here with the question whether the Delphic 
pre~pts really belong to the ethics of Apollo, or are pieces of foreign wisdom 
ava1hng themselves of the god's protection. The parallel between Socrates and 
the Delphic maxim also appears in Ps.-Plato, A lcib. I. 124 B: 'taking the advice 
of myself and of the Delphic maxim" Know thyself".' 
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forced its way can be traced only to a small extent. From a 
fragment of the Academy's list of students, preserved on a 
papyrus from Herculaneum, we happen to know that a Chaldaean 
was a regular member of the school. 1 This appears to have been 
during Plato's last decade. Other signs of Oriental influence 
point to the same period. Such are the parallel in Alcibiades I 
between Plato's four virtues and the ethics of Zarathustra, and 
the astral theology put forward as the highest wisdom by Plato's 
pupil and secretary, Philip of Opus, in his postscript to the Laws. 
To recommend the new religious views which he is earnestly 
proclaiming 'to the Greeks' Philip openly appeals to Oriental 
sources. z These tendencies undoubtedly originated during the 
time when Eudoxus was present in the Academy, although our 
material unfortunately does not permit us to evaluate to its full 
extent the tremendous influence exercised upon the Platonists 
by this man. They are connected in part with the Academy's 
admiration for Chaldaean and 'Syrian • astronomy, from whose 
ancient empirical acquaintance with the heavens it had ob
tained its reckoning of the times of revolution and its knowledge 
of the seven planets, a knowledge that appears in Philip of Opus 
for the first time in Europe. In part, again, these tendencies are 
connected with the appeal of the religious dualism of the Parsees, 
which seemed to lend support to the dualistic metaphysics of 
Plato's old age. The bad world-soul that opposes the good one 
in the Laws is a tribute to Zarathustra, to whom Plato was 
attracted because of the mathematical phase that his Idea
theory finally assumed, and because of the intensified dualism 
involved therein.l From that time onwards the Academy was 
keenly interested in Zarathustra and the teaching of the Magi. 
Plato's pupil Hermodorus discussed astralism in his Mathe
matics; he derived the name Zarathustra from it, declaring that 
it means 'star-worshipper' (&o-rpo6\rrr}s).4 

• Index A cad. Herculan. col. iii, p. 13 (Mekler}. 
2 Epin. 986 E, 987 B, and 987 D-988 A. Ps.-Plato, Alcib. I. Ill E-122 A. 
3 J.aws X. 896 E. 'Ath. And as the soul orders and inhabits all things that 

move, however movipg, must we not say that she orders also the heavens? 
Cle. Of course. A th. One soul or more? More than one-I will answer for you; 
at any rate, we must not suppose that there are less than two-one the author 
of good, and the other of the opposite.' 

. • For Hermodorus On Mathematics, used by Sotion in the Dia4oche, see 
D1og. L. I. 2 and 8; cf. Schol. on Ps.-Plato. Alcib. I. 122 A. 

THE MANIFESTO ON PHILOSOPHY 133 

These influences gave rise to Aristotle's interest in the Magi in 
the dialogue On Philosophy. Even the attempt to determine 
Zarathustra's date had already been made by other Academics. 
Hermodorus, for instance, had put him s.ooo years before the 
fall of Troy. The researches of this P~atonist were still the main 
authority on the matter when the' learned Alexandrian Sotion 
wrote his history of the philosophical schools. Besides Hermo
dorus he mentioned the suggestion of Xanthus, according to 
which Zarathustra lived 6,ooo y.ears before the invasion of 
Xerxes. 1 The date given by Aristotle and Eudoxus, as reported 
by Pliny, differs from the other traditional dates in its peculiar 
point of reference. When we compare' 6,ooo years before Plato's 
death' with figures reckoned from the fall of Troy or from the 
expedition of Xerxes (which later gave way to that of Alexander), 
it becomes obvious that this manner of statement is due not to 
chronological convenience but to the desire to connect Zara
thustra and Plato as two essentially similar historical pheno
mena. The point of the comparison, and of Aristotle's interest 
in the round thousands of the interval, is clearly the view put 
forward in On Philosophy that all human truths have their 
natural and necessary cycles. Now in a fragment that is known 
to belong to the first book of this dialogue Aristotle speaks of the 
teaching of the Magi, namely the Iranian dualism, according to 
which there are two principles, a good and a bad spirit, Ormuzd 
and Ahriman; and these he identifies with the Greek divinities 
Zeus and Hades, the god of heavenly light and the god of 
chthonic darkness. Plutarch, also, compares Plato's doctrine of 
the good and the bad world-souls with the dualism of the 
Chaldees and Magi. It is natural to suppose that the same con
sideration was actuating Aristotle in the fragment where he 
draws a parallel between Zarathustra and Plato.z This supposi
tion is rendered certain by the only other passage where he men
tions the Magi, namely one of the oldest parts of theM etaphysics, 
which must be assigned on other grounds to the time when On 
Philosophy was being written. Here again the subject is Platonic 
dualism. As the earliest forerunners of this view Aristotle men
tions in Greece Pherecydes, in Asia the Magi.l The Academy's 

1 Diog. L. I. 2. 
3 Metaph. N 4, 1091 b 8. 

• Frg. 6. Plutarch, Is. et Osir. 370 E • 
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wrote copiously about all that art, 
and commented on two million 
lines written by Zoroaster, affix
ing an index to every book, says 
. . . that his teacher was Agonaces, 
and that he himself lived five 
thousand years before the Trojan 
war. 1 

Theopompus in the eighth book 
of his Philippica. 

It is evident that Hermippus used the same sources for both 
these accounts of the Magi, namely the dialogue On Philosophy 
and the Voyage of Eudoxus. He must have quoted them exactly 
each time. Diogenes preserves his quotation in full; but Pliny, 
as often, names only the authors without the books. Pliny's 
fragment fits excellently with the theory of cycles, and with the 
chronological discussions in the first book Ott Philosophy, which 
contained other statements about the Magi; in future, therefore, 
it is to be included among the fragments of this dialogue. The 
parallel position of Plato and Zarathustra in the cycle does not 
give the impression of having been invented during Plato's life. 
It was certainly not to be found in the Voyage of Eudoxus, who 
died long before him. The originality of Eudoxus lay solely in 
putting Zarathustra '6,000 years ago'. It was Aristotle who, 
led by his doctrine of the periodical return of all human know
ledge, first specifically connected this figure with the return of 
dualism, and thereby put Plato in a setting that corresponded to 
his profound reverence for him. There can be no doubt that the 
dialogue in which he thus directed the light of the centuries upon 
his master was written after the latter's death.z 

1 On the correct form of the name' Agonaces' see Fr. C. Andreas in Reitzen
stein, 'Die Gottin Psyche', Sitzungsberichte der Heidelberger Akademie tkr 
Wissenscluzften, Philosophisch-historische Klasse, vol. viii (1917), Abh. 10, p. 44· 
On the significance of the above discussion of Aristotle's statements about 
Zarathustra's teaching'for the oriental tradition and its chronology see Reitzen
stein-Schaeder, Studien zum antiken Synkretismus aus Iran und Griechenland 
(Leipzig, 1926), p. 3· 

~ If Pliny's words 'sex milibus annorum ante Platonis mortem' do not come 
from the intermediate source Hermippus-it is true, as Eduard Fraenkel has 
pointed out to me, that in technical chronology • ante mortem .. .' sometimes 
means no more than' ante aliqucm '-but from Hermippus' authority, they can 
only be from Aristotle, since Eudoxus died before Plato. (It is impossible to 
follow Gisinger, op. cit. p. 5, n. 1, in supposing on the basis of the passage in 
Pliny that Eudoxus died later than Plato.) Merely on internal grounds, how
ever, it seems to me certain that such a comparison could never have arisen 
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The doctrine that truth returns at certain intervals assumes 
that men are incapable of pennanently retaining it once it has 
been discovered. It was not supposed, however, that humanity 
cannot maintain itself for long upon a high spiritual level, and 
for that reason continually loses again even truths that have 
been known for a long time. The theory was that the tradition, 
and in fact civilization as a whole, is periodically destroyed by 
violent convulsions of nature. In other words, Plato's doctrine 
of catastrophes was applied to the history of philosophy. By
water has given convincing reasons for believing that this 
doctrine occurred in Aristotle's dialogues.I In the Timaeus it is 
suggested that all the more ancient traditions of the Greeks have 
been annihilated by overwhelming natural events. Such myths as 
those of Phaethon and of the flood are there interpreted as traces 
of these events in human memory. The same method of inter
pretation is applied to the oldest records of culture in the Laws, 
just as Aristotle in the Metaphysics explains the stories of the 
Gods as remnants, distorted by tradition, of an early stage of his 
own theory of the movers of the spheres. z This rationalizing 
procedure certainly cannot have originated in Plato's imagina
tive brain. It bears the stamp of Ionian science, and presum
ably it comes from Eudoxus himself, together with the theory of 
catastrophes. Aristotle made free use of it. In the M eteoro
logica, for example, he argues from the mythical tradition to the 
prehistorical existence of the hypothesis of ether, which as a 
matter of fact was invented by himsel£.3 On the other hand, 
Eudoxus is certainly not the author of the view that all intel
lectual things recur. This, however, only brings out more clearly 
while Plato was still alive, and the same is true of the attitude of the dialogue as 
a whole to Plato and his philosophy. 

1 Bywater Uourn. of Philology, vol. vii, p. 65) assigns to the On Philosophy 
portions of Philoponus In Niccm. arithm. The theory of cataclysms is there 
connected with the growth of knowledge, and this is an idea that Aristotle took 
~>Ver from Plato and developed. The form of the theory that Bywater analyses 
IS, however, Stoic, especially the notion of the development of the arts, and of 
the continual change that this causes in the meaning of • wisdom'. See my 
Ne~esios von Emesa, Quellenjorschungen zur Geschichte des alteren Neupla
tomsmus und zu Poseidonios (Berlin, 1914), pp. 124 ff. See also Gerhausser, 
Der Protreptikos des Poseidonios (Heidelberg thesis, 1912), pp. 16 ff. 

• Plato, Timaeus 22 A-C, Critias 109 D ff., Laws III. 677 A; Arist. Metaph. 
1\ 8, 1074b 1-IJ. 

3 Meteor. I. 3, 339b 20 ff., De Caelo I. 3, 27ob 16 ff., De Animal. Mot. 3, 
699• 27, Pol. VII. xo, 1329b 25. 
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the effect of contemporary natural science on men's thought about 
the history of culture, on their use of the myths, and on their 
conception of the human spirit, which, like nature with her forces, 
is ever bringing forth anew that which lies hidden within itself. 

By representing Plato in the first book as a man of the ages, 
out of the reach of every petty contradiction, and as the cul
mination of all previous philosophy, Aristotle gave the proper 
perspective to the criticism that followed. The second book was 
a destructive criticism of the Ideas. The third gave his own view 
of the world; it was a cosmology and a theology; like the second, 
it took the fonn throughout of a criticism of Plato, for the simple 
reason that it was dependent on him at every step. Its general 
contents are described by the Epicurean in Cicero's De Natura 
Deorum. In essentials Aristotle adopted the stellar theology of 
Plato's later days. This, it seemed to him, must be the point of 
departure for metaphysics now that the theory of Forms had 
collapsed. Plato conceived that behind the sidereal story of his 
later years there lay the supersensible world of Ideas, of which 
the visible heavens were a copy. Aristotle, however, was con
cerned exclusively with the cosmological side of this dual world. 
(So, though in a different manner, was that other pupil of Plato's, 
Philip of Opus, in the Epinomis.) In this way he became the real 
founder of the cosmic religion of the Hellenistic philosophers, 
which, emancipated from popular beliefs, sought its objects of 
worship solely in the heavenly bodies. The threads connecting on 
the one hand Aristotle's stellar religion with the Academy, on 
the other Stoic theology with Aristotle's early views, have not 
yet been laid bare. In particular, the importance of Aristotle in 
this connexion has not been clearly recognized, because scholars 
have taken their start too exclusively from the treatises, which 
were totally unknown to the Hellenistic age. 

According to the unfavourable account in Cicero, which comes 
from some Epicurean source also used by Philodemus, Aristotle 
in his third book On Philosophy declared now that God was 
mind, now that he was the world, now that he was the ether, 
and now that he was some other being, to whom the world was 
subordinated, and who guided its movement by a kind of back
wards turning (replicatione quadam).1 By applying the dogma of 

' Frg. 26 (Cic. De Natura Deorum I. 13, 33), 
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the Epicurean school the critic discovers gross contradictions in 
these statements; but, however superficial his judgement of 
them may be, the correctness of the account as such cannot be 
doubted. The God to whom the world is subordinated is the 
transcendental unmoved mover, who guides the world as its 
final cause, by reason of the perfection of his pure thought. This 
is the original nucleus of Aristotelian metaphysics. Besides this, 
Aristotle described the ether as a divine body, or as a more 
divine body, as he does in the treatises; he certainly did not call 
it God.1 The divinity of the ether does not seem to fit very well 
with a strict transcendental monotheism, but below the un
moved mover were the stargods, whose matter was ethereal. 
There is no real contradiction in the fact that Aristotle called 
now the world and now the ether God, i.e. first the whole and 
then the part. 'World' here does not mean what the Epicurean 
takes it to mean. It is not the Hellenistic conception of the 
cosmos filled with living creatures and containing all things, but 
the heavens, the mere periphery. This was the way in which the 
old Academy used the word, as the Epitwmis also shows. In this 
work it is said to be indifferent whether we call the highest God, 
who is the heaven, Uranus or Olympus or Cosmos. In another 
passage we read that the truest description of him is Cosmos.z 

The influence of the later Plato on the dialogue On Philosophy 
was not confined to terminology. In the main features of thea
log?'• also, it corresponds almost perfectly with the Epinomis. 
It IS noteworthy that the Epicurean, who is looking for points 
of attack, says nothing whatever about the fifty-five sphere
gods of the later metaphysics. In this dialogue Aristotle 
obviously had not yet adopted that view. 

This is confirmed by a statement of Pseudo-Philo's in the work 
On the Eternity of the World. Aristotle is there said to have im
puted terrible atheism (:Aetvl)v &ee6Tt)TCX) to the philosophers 
who declared that the world had a beginning or an end, because 

'. Cicer? ~ra~slates 'ether' by caeli ardor. This is usual. and the description 
of It as d1vme IS further evidence that what is meant is Aristotle's hypothesis 
of ether as the fifth element (cf. Cic. De Natura Deorum I. 14 37 · ardorem qui 
aetlt · · . • • • 

. cr nonanetur, to wh1ch Plasberg refers 10 commenting on our passage). 
Anstotle must therefore have put forward the hypothesis while he was still in the 
Academy. It became fairly general there, though it suffered some excisions 
~:dpm~difications. Its first presentation to the public was no doubt that in the 

htlosopky. • Epin. 977 A, B and 987 B. 
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unity of the world is anchored in that Form. The stars and the 
heavens, however, have souls within them and follow their own 
inner laws spontaneously and consciously. This theory of im
manent star-souls excludes the other method of explanation. 
The causes of the heavenly motions had long been discussed in 
the Academy. In the Laws Plato mentions three hypotheses as 
reasonable, without definitely deciding in favour of any one. 
They are to be valid for all heavenly bodies without distinction. 
Either we must think of the stars as bodies with souls inside them 
(to Plato the soul is the principle of spontaneous movement), or 
the soul, not being inside the star, makes itself an external body 
of fire or air and therewith propels the star, or finally the soul 
has no body at all, but guides the motion of the star 'by some 
extraordinary and wonderful power'.1 Plato's own theory is 
probably that of the immanent souls, for this fits best both with 
his view that the soul is the principle of all movement and with 
the plastic simplicity and vitalizing power of his thought. He 
describes the second as 'the view of certain persons' (Myos 
·nv&v), presumably astronomers; one thinks of the spheres of 
Eudoxus, although he is almost certainly too early to have be
lieved that the spheres had souls. The bodiless soul of the third 
hypothesis is obviously a transcendental Form, moving the star 
as final cause, as the beloved moves the lover. It is the principle 
of the unmoved mover. The wonderful power of which Plato 
speaks may be imagined as similar to the longing of sensible 
things for the Idea, or to Aristotle's orexis. 

It will presumably always remain impossible for us to deter
mine whether it was Aristotle himself or some other Academic 
who first conceived the theory of the unmoved mover and 
applied it to the problem of stellar motion. The communal 
nature of their studies prevents us from distinguishing the 
precise share of each person. The spirit of the idea is Platonic; 
that is to say, it is one that could not have arisen by itself, but 
only within the Platonic universe of thought, whoever its acute 
inventor may have been. Aristotle used it only for the highest 
principle, which is distinct from the world and has absolutely no 
motion; the stars and the heavens, on the other hand, were 
moved by immanent souls. We know this not merely from the 

1 Laws X. 898 E. 
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assage in Philo, but above all from the Aristotelian arguments 
~reserved by Cicero, which must now be examined. According 
to Plato one of the three hypotheses had to be true .of all 
heavenly motions without distinction. The fact that Anstotle 
combines the first and the third perhaps indicates that he was 
not the originator of either. 

In the second book of his work on the Gods Cicero gives us 
proofs of their existence from Cleanthes, from Chrysippus, from 
Xenophon, and several from Aristotle, which he obviously ob
tained not from his own reading but from a ready-made collec
tion.t Many of the arguments simply repeat what has already 
been said. Even the collection itself did not derive everything 
from the originals, any more than Sextus, who also made a 
collection of arguments for the existence of Gods, largely 
similar to this one in content.z Hence Cicero's account must be 
used critically. Nevertheless, it is authentic in essence. Both 
points can be demonstrated from the very first argument. All 
elements give rise to living things, earth to some, .water to 
others air to others. Hence it seems absurd to Anstotle to 
suppo~e that there are no living things in t~e element ~hat by its 
purity and power of movement is most sUited for therr produc
tion namely the ether. Now in the region of the ether we find 
the ~tars. Presumably, therefore, the stars are living beings of 
keen intelligence and extremely rapid motion. 

This argument has been correctly assigned to th.e d!alogue On 
Philosophy, but it cannot have appeared t~ere m 1ts present 
form. We have seen that in that work Anstotle was already 
maintaining the doctrine of ether as a fifth element. The argu
ment preserved by Cicero presupposes only four. It cannot be
long to a period prior to the introdu~tion of the fi~h, an~ t~~r~
fore cannot be assigned to any earlier work of Anstotle s, 1t 1s 
an adaptation of his argument to the Stoic theory ~f.the elements, 
the latter being a compromise between the trad1tlonal and the 
Aristotelian view, by which fire and ether were regarded as a 
single element. The only thing that Cicer~'s Stoic authority 
correctly reproduces is the formal analogical na~u:e of the 
reasoning. Aristotle began with the universal vahd1ty of the 

1 Cic. De Natura Deorum II. 15, 42-44 (partly reproduced in Rose as frgs. 
23 and 24). • • Sext. Emp. Adv. Phys. I. 49· 
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the vision of true being by which the philosopher is separated 
from his brothers and rendered lonely. Aristotle's simile also 
breathes a new attitude towards the world. His men, however 
have not lived in caves. They are modern, cultivated, satiated' 
miseducated persons, who bury themselves like moles in th~ 
sunless and comfortless splendour in which they are seeking 
their dubious happiness. He makes them ascend one day into 
the light, there to perceive the drama that he himself sees, the 
immeasurable marvel of reality, the divine structure and motion 
of the cosmos. He teaches them to contemplate, not a super
natural world, but that which is visible to all and yet seen of 
none. He is conscious of being the first Greek to see the real 
world with Plato's eyes, and his intentional alteration of Plato's 
simile is a sign of this view of his historical mission. What he 
gives us instead of the Ideas is the contemplation of the wonder
ful shapes and arrangements of the cosmos, a contemplation 
which, intensified until it becomes religion, leads up to the in
tuition of the divine director of it all. 

By means of the Epinomis, which is equally emphatic in 
assigning to theology the central position in philosophy, we 
know that these lofty speculations met with energetic opposi
tion from the Greeks. According to the popular Greek view the 
knowledge of the divine, the Gnosis of the Orientals, is a thing 
that must be for ever unattainable to mortals; and unhappy is 
the man who plagues his head with the search for the forbidden 
fruit. Aristotle himself, at the beginning of the Metaphysics, 
deprecates the deeply-rooted Hellenic dislike of extravagant 
(mp1epyla) and high-flown audacities of thinking. He often 
opposes the ancient wisdom according to which a mortal should 
think mortal things; and he earnestly invites us to live in 
eternity.1 Theology became possible to the Greeks only when 
the discovery of laws in the heavenly motions had led to the 
assumption of star-souls, and when assured knowledge of the 

1 Epin. 988 A: 'Let none of the Greeks fear that it is not right for mortal 
men ever to busy themselves with matters divine; they must hold entirely the 
opposite view'; 988 B, the divine power is free from jealousy. The same ideas 
reappear with verbal echoes in Aristotle's Metaph. A 2, 982b 28 ff. Cf. also 
Eth. Nic. X. 7, 1 177b 31; 'we must not follow those [e.g. Epicharmus (frg. 20 in 
Diels), and Euripides (Bacchae 395 and 427 fi.)) who advise us, being men, to 
think of human things, but must, so far as we can, make ourselves immortal.' 
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'visible Gods' had brought within measurable distance the 
possibility of an exact and astronomical theology based on ex
perience. To this we must add the influence of the East, as the 
Epinomis tells us and other evidence confirms. The Socratic 
'know thyself', the quintessence of Apolline wisdom, was now 
converted into its opposite. In his Life of Socrates Aristoxenus 
the Peripatetic related that an Indian, meeting Socrates in 
Athens, asked him about his philosophy. When Socrates 
answered that he was attempting to understand human life, the 
Indian represented to him the hopelessness of such an under
taking, since man cannot know himself until he knows God. 1 

This sounds apocryphal, but it is simply the legendary formula
tion of the view, universal in the later Academy and summed up 
in the Epinomis as a programme for religious reform, that in 
future Oriental astralism and theology would have to be com
bined with the Delphic religion of Hellas, if the Greeks were to 
make religious progress.2 In the opinion of the author, who gives 
us the ruling tendency in the Academy (he could hardly repre
sent merely personal preferences as the conclusion of Plato's 
Laws), the way to this combination is through mysticism. Aris
totle shares with him, and with all Academics whatever, the 
view that cognitio dei is conceivable only if it is God Himself 

' Aristoxenus, frg. 31 in Mueller. The visit of the Indian to Athens is also 
mentioned in the fragment of Aristotle (frg. 32) preserved in Diogenes Laertius 
II. 45· If this were genuine it would presumably have to be assigned to the 
first book of the dialogue On PhiUJsr>f>hy; but Rose was probably right in in
cluding it under the remains of the spurious Magicus, since its contents do not 
accord with Aristotle. The nearest parallels to the theology of the supposed 
Indian (it is really that of the later Plato) are Aristotle's Protrepticus (whose 
demand that human action be based on the knowledge of God reappears in Eth. 
Eud. VIII. 3, 1249b 13-21) and the Alc1biades Major, which Friedl:!.nder has 
recently attempted to rehabilitate, and has assigned to Plato's early period 
(Der grosse Alcibiades ein Weg zu Plato, Bonn, 1921). This dialogue cul
minates in the thesis, elaborately and somewhat pedantically developed, that 
the Delphic maxim 'know thyseli' can be realized only through the self
contemplation of Nus in the mirror of the knowledge of God (132 E-133 c). 
The attainment of this thereby becomes the real focus of all the ethical, 
political, and educational problems that Plato's school inherited from Socrates. 
The Epinomis also stands for this reduction of all ethical questions, both of 
happiness and of virtue, to the question of the knowledge of God. The Alci
blades is obviously an attempt, undertaken by some disciple at the same time 
as the above-mentioned works, to apply theology to the problems of Plato's 
early. days, and to anchor them in a firm dogmatic principle, to wit, the 
mysbctsm of Plato's later doctrine of Nus. 

• Epin. 987 1>-988 A. 
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knowing Himself. He pictures this activity as something tran
scendental and beyond the merely human standard. The self is 
the Nus, which is said to 'come in from without' and to be 'the 
divine in us'; and it is through Nus that the knowledge of God 
enters into us. The author of the Epinomis goes so far as to 
speak of the participation of the one contemplator in the one 
phronesis, whereas Aristotle never emphasizes God's unity with 
human Nus more than His transcendence. 1 In any event it is 
impossible to understand Aristotle's influence on posterity 
unless we realize that he breathed this atmosphere for many 
years, and that his metaphysics is rooted in it, however far it 
may have developed beyond it on the logical side. The estab
lishment of the worship of the stars, which are confined to no 
land or nation but shine on all the peoples of the earth,z and of 
the transcendental God who is enthroned above them, inaugu
rates the era of religious and philosophic universalism. On the 
crest of this last wave Attic culture streams out into the Hellen
istic sea of peoples. 

1 In Metaph. A 2, 983a 5-II, the knowledge of God is identified with God's 
knowledge. For the union of the human spirit with the divine seeEpin. 986 D. 

2 Epin. 984 A. 

CHAPTER VII 

THE ORIGINAL METAPHYSICS 

I. THE PROBLEM 

T HE importance of the dialogue On Philosophy is not ex
hausted by the light it throws on the period between the 

Academy and the Lyceum. It gives us for the first time a fixed 
point in the development of Aris~otle's opinions, and a ~istoric
ally accurate starting-place from which to analyse hts meta
physical treatise. The earlier works obviously rest on an e~tirely 
different basis; but what is the relation between the doctnnes of 
this classical dialogue, in which he made it public that hence
forth he dissented from Plato's views, and the traditional Aris
totelian metaphysics? Naturally, we must not take what we 
have learnt from the fragments and read it into the text of the 
treatise-itself, indeed, fragmentary, but still incomparably 
fuller. Our recovered picture of the lost work would, however, 
become important, if analysis of the Metaphysics were of itself 
to lead us along the same lines. 

The fundamental conceptions of the Metaphysics were un
doubtedly already determined when Aristotle wrote the dialogue. 
Even if we knew nothing else but that it contained the doctrine 
of the unmoved mover, we should thereby be assured that he 
had already established the conceptions of matter and form, of 
potency and act, and his own conception of substance. More
over, the three separate inquiries of which the dialogue was 
composed, the historical, the critical, and the theological, have 
their counterparts in theM etaphysics, the first in the first book, 
the second in the concluding books and throughout, the third in 
Book 1\. A more difficult question is how far the dialogue con
tained any parallel to the so-called central books of the Meta
physics, those which develop the theory of substance and of 
potency and act. We may say either that Aristotle considered 
these investigations too hard and too esoteric for publication, or 
that it is simply an accident that no fragment of this portion 
remains. In any event it cannot have occupied so large a space 
as in the Metaphysics, where it outweighs everything else, 
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especially if we omit the introduction (A-E). Theology, on the 
contrary, was developed much more thoroughly than it is in 
Book A, for our accounts tell us much of which the Metaphysics 
by itself would have given no inkling. With the doctrine of 
star-souls we are transported into a distinctly earlier stage of 
Aristotle's development, and there is much to indicate that, if 
we had more of the dialogue, its divergence would probably 
appear still greater. That would seem to be a proof of the late 
origin of the Metaphysics, which would thus have to be assigned 
to Aristotle's last period; and this would agree thoroughly with 
the view that has obtained up to now, for ever since the Roman 
empire it has been a widespread opinion that the Metaphysics 
was written late and left unfinished. 

This picture alters entirely, however, as soon as we analyse 
the Metaphysics. The origin of the book bearing this name now 
becomes important for the origin of Aristotle's metaphysical 
speculation itself.1 It is totally inadmissible to treat the elements 
combined in the corpus metaphysicum as if they were a unity, 
and to set up, for purposes of comparison, the average result of 
these entirely heterogeneous materials. As I have shown in 
another place, internal analysis leads to the view that various 
periods are represented; and this is confirmed by the tradition 
that the collection known as the Metaphysics was not put 
together until after its author's death. Previous investigations, 
however, have concerned only the history of the text subsequent 
to Aristotle's death, i.e. the history of his literary remains. The 
clarification of these matters was undoubtedly the first step; 
but it was directly important only for the history of Aristotle's 
in1iuence, and the labour expended was out of all proportion to 
the advance made in knowledge of his own thought and person
ality. Criticism did not regain its meaning and importance until 
it sought to understand the actual state of the text as the organic 
result of the inner forin of its author's thought.z This at once 
led away from the question of the external literary unity of the 
surviving metaphysical papers to that of their inner philo
sophical unity, and thus to chronology and the analysis of de
velopment. I took the first steps along this road in my Entste-

' See my Entstehungsgeschichte der Metaphysik des Aristoteles, Berlin, 1912. 
1 Cf. Ent. Met. Arist., pp. 150, 161. 
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htmgsgeschichte der Metaphysik, but at that time I was too much 
under the in1iuence of the old philological attitude (whose pro
blem is, 'In the Metaphysics as we have it, can we justify the 
divisio'n into books and the order of the parts?') to pursue my 
own findings to their logical conclusions. The question of 
chronology, on one point of which I had already reached an 
assured result at that time, must now be taken up again in the 
light of Aristotle's philosophical development. This will neces
sitate some repetitions in detail, which the course of the inquiry 
itself must justify. 

Before beginning to discuss the chronology we may once more 
briefly remind ourselves what, in the present condition of the 
Metaphysics, is to be ascribed to the editors of Aristotle's 
literary remains. Here it will be best to omit all arguments and 
rely on the results of the previous investigation. 

The aim of the modern philologist, to make the external order 
reflect the order of composition, even at the cost of the general 
impression, was quite foreign to ancient editors. Aristotle's 
literary executors were philosophers. They would have given 
much to be able to construct, out of the precious papers that 
they found, as true a picture as possible of the whole intellectual 
system of 'first philosophy' as Aristotle had intended it to be ; 
but their desire was thwarted by the incomplete and disparate 
character of the material. For one thing is certain; the editors 
themselves did not believe that with the order which they 
established they were giving posterity the complete course of 

. lectures on metaphysics. They realized that they were offering 
an unsatisfactory makeshift, which was all that the condition of 
their materials allowed. The postscript to the introductory 
book, the so-called little a:, comes after big A simply because 
they did not know where else to put it. It is a remnant of notes 
taken at a lecture by Pasicles, a nephew of Aristotle's disciple 
Eudemus of Rhodes.t ABr belong together; A, on the other 
hand, was still known as an independent work in Alexandrian 

1 Asclepius, in his commentary on the Metaphysics_(?· 4· 1. 20, in Hay~uck), 
refers this information, which reached him as a tradttion handed down m the 
Peripatetic school, to A; but this is a confusion. His account must come from 
notes taken at a lecture by Ammonius, and obviously he misheard. The true 
account is given by the scholiast on little a in the codex Parisinus (cf. Ent. Met. 
Arist., p. 114). 



170 TRAVELS 

times, as a sound bibliographical tradition informs us. E is a 
short transitional passage leading to ZHB. These three form a 
whole, but their connexion with the previous books seems to be 
problematical. I, a discussion of being and unity, stands entirely 
alone; and from this point onwards all inward and outward con
nexion disappears. K simply contains another form of BrE, to 
which are appended some excerpts from the Physics, in them
selves just as Aristotelian as any other part of this collection of 
manuscripts, but out of all relation to their surroundings. 
Similarly, a passage from the Physics has been inserted into 6.. 
A is an isolated lecture, giving a general view of the whole meta
physical system, entirely complete in itself, and presenting no 
trace of connexion with the rest. The concluding books M N 
have no relation to the preceding; this was remarked even in 
antiquity, and has led to their insertion before K/\ in many 
manuscripts, which, however, does not produce a more plausible 
train of thought. Their closest relationship is to the first two 
books. 

Nothing but exact inquiry can determine in detail at what 
time and in what connexion this material arose, and how it is to 
be used in reconstructing Aristotle's philosophy. On no account 
must we, by assuming that it is philosophically homogeneous, 
cover up the problems which its content as well as its form pre
sents at every step. We must reject all attempts to make a 
literary whole out of the remaining materials by rearranging or 
removing some of the books, and we must condemn the assump
tion which overhastily postulates their philosophical unity at 
the expense of their individual peculiarities. Each of these 
papers is the result of decades of untiring reflection on the same 
questions; each is a fruitful instant, a stage in Aristotle's de
velopment, an approach to the solution, a step towards new 
formulation. It is true that all the details are supported by that 
potential unity of the whole system which is active in every 
particular utterance of the philosopher; but no one who is con
tent with that has the right to call himself familiar with the 
Aristotelian temper in its actuality. Aristotle has a dour, austere 
form; no wide-ranging survey, no genial, comfortable intuition, 
can really understand him. Rarely does he offer us a whole on 
which the eye can rest with pleasure. Only in the concrete 
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details, only by intensive concentration, can his essence be 
grasped. 'For the actuality of Nus is life.' 

II. THE INTRODUCTION AND THE EARLIEST DRAFT 
OF THE CRITICISM OF IDEAS 

The piety of the editors has preserved the famous criticism of 
Plato's doctrine of Ideas in two versions, one in the ninth 
chapter of Book A, and the other in chapters 4-5 of M. These 
two versions, which correspond almost letter for letter, cannot 
both have been intended for the same draft of the Metaphysics. 
If the version in M, which fits perfectly into the whole argument 
of that book, was meant to remain where it is, this can only 
have been because Aristotle intended either to write a new in
troduction, or at the least to omit the partly duplicated chapters 
at the end of the introduction as we have it (A 8-Io). Now M 
frequently refers to the first two books1 and this shows that 
somehow and somewhere it was meant to follow them. Hence 
Aristotle must have intended to detete the critical matter at the 
end of. the first book. This proves that he used parts of Book A 
as raw material for a subsequent reconstruction. 

This conclusion, that the two versions differ in date, is con
firmed by the few respects in which their language disagrees. If 
we exclude a new argument which the later passage introduces 
against the Ideas,z their only difference lies in the systematic 
removal of the first person plural, which the earlier version con
sistently uses to represent the supporters of the theory of Ideas. 
This characteristic 'we' shows that the first book was written at 
a time when Aristotle could still call himself a Platonist and a 
recent supporter of the theory.l Hence the interval between the 
two books must have been considerable, for in M his separation 
from the Platonic community is an accomplished fact. More-

• M 2, ro77a I ( = B 2, 997b 12-34); M 9, ro86a 34 ( = B 6, 10031 6); M 9, 
ro86b 2 ( = A 6, 987b r); M ro, ro86b 15 ( = B 4. 999b 24, and B 6, 1003• 6). 

1 M 4, 1079b 3-11; cf. Ent. Met. Arist., pp. 29-30. 
3 The result of our inquiry into the doctrines of the Eudemus and the 

Protrepticus is thus placed beyond all doubt; up to the moment when he first 
made such a criticism of the Ideas Aristotle himself supported the theory. 
The passages are collected in Ent. Metaph. Arist., p. 33· 'We' also occurs in the 
first book outside the duplicated section, wherever the doctrine of Ideas is 
mentioned. Thus A 9, 992• II, 'we state', 25 'we have given this up' and 'we 
say', 27 'we assert', 28 'our account', 31 'we assert'. 
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over, in contrast to the considerate treatment of the first book, 
the tone of the later polemic is often sharp or positively con
temptuous. 

As the date of the earlier version only one single fleeting in
stant in Aristotle's life can be suggested. Plato himself was dead; 
this is the unmistakable meaning of the imperfect tense in which 
he is spoken of, and which appears several times. 1 In general, 
this criticism does not give the impression of having been Aris
totle's first utterance on the subject in the Academy. The means 
by which Plato's arguments for the existence of' separate' Ideas 
are here referred to-mostly abbreviated terminological de
scriptions-presuppose that the hearers were constantly occupied 
with them. Aristotle even assumes that they are acquainted 
with the objections to them. We should scarcely be able to 
understand his account, or to infer from his words exactly what 
argument he is criticizing, if the commentary of Alexander of 
Aphrodisias had not preserved their meaning for us from Aris
totle's lost work On Ideas.z He is using mere formulae when he 
refers to 'the arguments from the sciences', 'the "one over 
many" argument', 'the third man' (a counter-argument that 
does not come from himself at all, but from Polyxenus the 
sophist,J and that Plato himself had already puzzled over in the 
Parmenides) ; also to 'the more accurate arguments', some of 
which assumed Ideas of relatives, and to 'the argument that 
there is an object for thought even when the thing has perished'. 4 

Thus the original form of the criticism presupposes a group of 
Platonic philosophers, for whom Aristotle once more sums up, 
in a rapid survey, all those objections to the doctrine of the now 
dead master that had occupied the Academy in the course of 
the years, in order to infer the necessity for a complete re
organization of Platonism on the basis of these criticisms. The 
bereaved school is now standing at a decisive turning-point of 
its career. Outside of Athens, which he very soon left, Aristotle 
was surrounded by such a group of Platonists, after Plato's 
death, only in Assos, and then never again. In Athens he can 

1 A 9, 992a 20 'he used to object', 2 I ·• he used to call', 22 'he often posited'· 
• Frgs. 187-189. 
3 According to Phanias • in the speech in reply to Diodorus' (frg. 24 in 

Mueller), quoted by Alex. Aphr. In Arist. Metaph., p. 84, I. 16, in Hayduck. 
4 A 9, ggoh 12 fl. 
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scarcely have been sufficiently composed in mind to work out, 
before his departure, a new lecture embracing all the criticisms 
of Plato's doctrine and all his own reflections on the problems of 
metaphysics. In Assos, on the other hand, he had not merely 
the necessary leisure, but also an audience of sound philosophical 
judgement, including Plato's best-known disciples, men who 
were either objective enough to listen to an opponent's reasons, 
like Xenocrates, or themselves full of doubt about Plato's 
doctrine, as Erastus, Coriscus, and their convert Hermias, seem 
to have been. At any rate Plato himself, in his letter to them, 
had thought it necessary to explain that 'even in his old age' he 
could not give up the theory of Ideas. He assumes that the men 
of Assos also have their controversies about 'this noble lore'; 
perhaps they had consulted him on some point. He exhorts 
them to have recourse to the Academy in every difficulty; if 
dissensions threaten he will exorcize them.1 After his death the 
men of Assos invited the two representatives of the conservative 
and the critical tendencies respectively to visit them, and this is 
the group to whom the earliest version of the Metaphysics was 
read. It was contemporary with the dialogue On Philosophy. 

We can still detect that the first book is a boldly sketched im
provization. The famous opening chapter is borrowed in all 
essentials from the Protrepticus, as our examination of the latter 
showed ; 2 in other words, Aristotle's fundamental attitude to 
knowledge had not changed. The aetiology which follows it, the 
doctrine of the four causes, is taken, along With the other main 
conceptions-form, matter, potency, act-from the Physics; 
Aristotle expressly refers to that work as the foundation of what 
he says here. It is new, however, when he develops his doctrine 
of causes genetically out of the history of earlier philosophy, as 
the completion and fresh beginning of which he represents Plato. 
The criticism of the Ideas, itself also hastily thrown together, 

1 Plato, Letter VI, 322 D: 'In addition to the love of Ideas (a noble lore, as 
I maintain, even in my old age) Erastus and Coriscus have need also of the lore 
of self-defence against the base and wicked, and of a sort of faculty of self
preservation.' (The words 'Til KW.~ Tc:x\m;l qn'111' tyC:, Kalmp ytp«)v c:>v go together. 
The usual view, that 'PTlll( goes with npoci.Oltv, makes nonsense of the intervening 
concessive participle. Hence we must emend npoa:Attv to npoa:Aet.) Thus this 
statement, when we restore its original meaning, becomes highly significant for 
the controversies about the Ideas within the Academy during Plato's last years, 
and for his own point of view. • Above, p. 6g. 
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then paves the way for his own formulation of the problems in 
the second book, which is equally conditioned by the situatio 
that we _hav~ de~cribed, and cannot be fully understood apa~ 
f~om this hi~ton~ back~ound. This result completes the 
pict~re of Anstotle s relatiOn to Plato and his school that we 
obtamed from the dialogue On Philosophy. It confirms the view 
that the publication of his criticism was the very last step in a 
long process, the beginnings of which are lost in the darkness of 
the ~soteric c~~u~al stu~ies of the Academy. It is no longer 
possible to distmguish Aristotle's own special objections from 
tho~e of other criti:s, for what he gives us in the Metaphysics is 
obvt~u.sly a collection of all the essential arguments, irrespective 
of ongm. At the same time as he publicly attacked the official 
Academic doctrine, he attempted, by means of an esoteric 
lecture on metaphysics in Assos, to convert such of his fellow
students as were more favourable to his critical attitude to a 
certain conviction, namely that the essence of Plato's legacy 
could be preserved only by the absolute abandonment of dualism 
and of the .'separateness' of the Ideas. What he proposed 
seemed to htmself to be pure Platonism, and was meant to be 
nothing else; it was to be the philosophical consummation of 
what Plato had aimed at but failed to attain. The most re
markable _thing about this estimate of his own position, which 
enabled htm to preserve his reverence in spite of violent altera
tions of P!ato's doctrine, is his feeling that he is responsible for 
the orgamc development of the doctrine, and his determination 
to acqu_it himself well. His contemporaries, however, judged him 
otherwise. Beneath the conservative covering they recognized 
a new and revolutionary attitude towards the world, and hence 
they no longer considered him a Platonist. He himself, however, 
was ~ot yet sufficiently detached from his own development to 
perceive the truth of this opinion. Only in his latest period did 
he become wholly free and independent. Whether his earlier or 
his later estimate of himself seems truer to us, will depend on 
w~ether we look more to the historical presuppositions of his 
philos~phy, or t~ his individual way of regarding reality and 
refiectmg upon 1t. We must call to mind how difficult Plato 
~ound it to distinguish his own identity from that of Socrates, 
If we are to understand, from the irrationale of his discipleship 
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with Plato, Aristotle's modest repudiation of all and every claim 
to originality. 

The next question is how far this earliest version of the Meta
physics extends anci what its members are. In the first place, 
it includes, besides the criticism of the Ideas (where the' we' very 
clearly denotes the transitional period), the complete first book; 
for, since the unity of this book is above suspicion, the chrono
logical inferences that can be made about a part of it must apply 
also to the whole. It appears that Aristotle's frequent reference 
to himself as a Platonist was already a stumbling-block in the 
days of antiquity. Alexander of Aphrodisias and Syrian tell us 
that some ancient scholars rejected the book. According to a 
remark of Albert the Great the Middle Ages sometimes ascribed 
it to Theophrastus, and apparently it was lacking in the Arabic 
translations. 1 Both facts are to be explained as the result of a 
tradition among learned persons in antiquity; obviously some 
late editor actually omitted the book because of the assertion 
that it was spurious. A comment of Alexander's on the second 
book shows that this assertion was suggested precisely by the 
objectionable 'we' of the first, which seemed to mark it off from 
all the others. Aristotle says (B 2, 997b 3): 'It has been explained 
in the introduction that we hold (Myo~Jev) the Ideas to be both 
causes and self-dependent substances; while the theory presents 
difficulties in many ways, the most paradoxical thing of all is 
our statement that there are certain things besides those in the 
material universe, and that these are the same as sensible things 
except that they are eternal while the latter are perishable.' 
From this passage Alexander infers that it is '\\Tong to reject the 
first book, since it is here expressly referred to, and since its 
'ethos' agrees precisely with that of this passage; in both places 
Aristotle treats the theory of Ideas as his own. This argument 
presupposes that it was that 'ethos' which had rendered the 
first book suspicious. At that time no one understood how 
Aristotle could call the Ideas his own doctrine, and even Alex
ander can only suppose that it is a device to give vividness.z 

.' Albe~us Magn. I. 525b: 'et hanc probationem ponit Theophrastus qui 
etta~ pnmum Iibrum qui incipit "omnes homines scire desiderant" meta
ph.ystcae Aristotelis traditur addidisse; et ideo in Arabicis translationibus 
pnmus liber non habetur.' 

• Alex. Aphrod. In A1'. Metaph. B 2, 997b 3 (p. zg6, 1. 19, in Hayduck): 
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The rejection must therefore be due to the orthodox Peripatetic 
scholars of the empire, who erased all signs of connexion between 
Aristotle and Plato because the theory of Ideas was a heresy in 
which the master could have had no part. To us this kind of 
criticism simply shows, once more, how little we can trust the 
Peripatetic tradition when it comes to the question of Aristotle's 
development. The fact is that this, our chief witness, is through 
and through a biassed source of information. We have already 
seen (p. 32 above) how the dialogues, which protest loudly 
against this distortion of the truth, were reduced to silence. As 
a matter of fact, the passage in the second book, which Alexander 
brings into play against the rejection of the first, shows how 
close is the genetic relation between the two. To this quotation 
from the beginning of the second book he might have added a 
similar one from the end, which also has not yet been used in 
the inquiry into chronology, incomprehensible as that may 
seem (B 6, rooz b rz): 'In general one might raise the question 
why after all, besides perceptible things and the intermediates, 
one should have to look for another class of thing, i.e. the Forms 
which we posit.' These two passages allow us to assign the 
whole second book with certainty to the earlier version of the 
Metaphysics. It was written in the same breath as the first. 
Later on we shall find that its content also leads to this conclusion. 

III. THE EARLIER AND THE LATER CRITICISM OF THE 
ACADEMIC THEORY OF NUMBERS 

Books M and N are usually considered a unity, mainly be
cause of the uniformity of their content, the criticism of the 
Academic theory of Ideas and numbers. In the opening chapter 
(M r) Aristotle explains the purpose of the inquiry. He raises 
the question whether, besides the things of the phenomenal 
world, there is another kind of being, unmoved and eternal. 
He proposes to begin by examining the thinkers who have main-

• Being about to speak of [the Ideas] he begins by referring to what he said in 
the first book to remind us what the doctrine was. Hence it is plain for many 
reasons that this book is also Aristotelian and belongs to the same treatise. 
Moreover, the "ethos" with which he spoke of them there is the same as that 
with which he reminds us of them here. In both places he writes as if he him
self held the theory of Ideas.' Cp. Syrianus, CQmm. in Metaph. ad Joe. (p. 23, 
I. 9, in Kroll); he, however, is probably merely following Alexander. 
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tained such a kind of being, namely Plato and his school. He 
lays down a fixed plan of procedure, the mere ~ang~ment and 

thod of which would invite the closest attention. Frrst we are me . . 1 h. t consider the constructions of mathematics, srmp y as sue , t.e. 
:ithout reference to the metap~ysical doctrines that have been 
attached to them, such as the vtew that the!' are Ideas, or that 
they are the principles and essence of all th~ngs. In the sec?nd 
place we must examine the Ideas,: here a~am we m~st consider 
them not with reference to Plato s later mte:pretabon of ~hem 

numbers, but in their original and genume form. Thirdly 
:~ere must be a critical study of the mathematical philosophy of 
Speusippus and Xenocrates. 

In this scheme the first two parts, the discussion of the being 
(ovalo:) of mathematical objects and the criticis~ of the origin~l 
theory of Ideas-with both of which we ar~ fa.mibar from Plato s 
dialogues-have really no indepen?ent sigm.fi:ance. They ~re 
simply stages in Aristotle's methodical exposthon ~f that which 
was their historical consequence, namely the doctrmes of Speu
sippus and Xenocrates. The latter· are the main objects of 
interest in the inquiry, as would be clear merely from the length 
f their treatment. They obviously constituted the actual 

~roblem at the time when M was in the writing, whereas the 
Platonic Ideas are mentioned only for the sake of completeness. 
Aristotle definitely tells us this in the passage where he is ~vi~g 
the Idea-theory its place in the book. Not be:ause It. st~ll 
has supporters in the Academy is ~e going ~o mcl~~e It m 
this discussion but merely 'for form s sake as It were . Speu
sippus aband~ned the Ideas entirely, replacing them .with 
numbers as a higher kind of reality. Xenocrates, conservatively 
attempting to save Plato's later the~ry, identified the mathe
matical ·essences' with the Ideas whtch Plato had regarded as 
numbers; that is to say, he compromised between Plato and 
Speusippus. Aristotle calls this the 'third mode' of the theory, 
and naturally it must have been the last to appear . 

This shows that M was written much later than the first 
books. It is true that Aristotle mentions speculation about 

• ·0oov vOIIOV xap1v, Metaph. M 1, 1076& 27. [W. D. Ross translates: '~nly as 
far as the accepted mode of treatment demands.' Tr.) For the expresston see 
Bernays, Die DialQge des AristQieles, p. 150. 
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sidered later. But as regards those who believe in the Ideas we 
can survey at the same time their mode of thinking and the 
difficulty into which they fall.'1 The preface in M I is far more 
careful in the arrangement of the same matter. Aristotle there 
enumerates not merely Ideas and numbers, but also their sub
divisions, and before both of them he places mathematical 
magnitudes as such; thus the introduction displays the same 
gradual and cautious method as we have seen to permeate the 
book as a whole. In the preface in M g, on the other hand, the 
inquiry is in a somewhat more inchoate stage, and what is lack
ing is precisely this distinctive detail in the differentiation of the 
problem. 

We have here, therefore, not a merely verbal variant, but the 
introduction to an earlier criticism of Academic number-meta
physics, in which the subject was treated according to a distinctly 
less developed method.2 As already suggested, there are pre
sumably other portions of this older writing also embedded as 
raw material in the new construction, the present Book M, but 
we are no longer able to separate them. 

In order to determine the date of the earlier version we must 
make a detour, which will involve the interpretation of an 
obscure passage that has not yet been rightly understood. Here 
again the opportunity which the passage offers for exact dating 
has been overlooked as completely as in the decisive portions of 
Books A and B. 

In M ro, ro86h 14, Aristotle begins his refutation of the Idea
theory with a difficulty which he had formulated in 8 6, 1003 a 6. 

'Let us now mention a point which presents a certain difficulty both to 
those who believe in the Ideas and to those who do not, and which was 
stated before, at the beginning, among the problems. (x) If we do not suppose 
substances to be separate, and in the way in which particular things are 
said to be separate, we shall destroy substance, as may be admitted for 
the sake of argument; (2) but if we conceive substances to be separable, 
how are we to conceive their elements and their principles? 

1 M 9, xo86a 29. 
a In my Ent. Metaph. A•ti.st., pp. 42 ff., I recognize that the passage from 

M 9, xo86a 21, to the end of the book is a subsequent addition, which the editors 
attached to the complete discussion M 1--9, xo86a 20. Strangely enough, how
ever, I failed to see that M x and M 9, xo86a 21 ff., undoubtedly form a doublet, 
the two parts of which must have arisen at widely separated times. This dis
covery alters my whole treatment of Books M and N, as the following pages 
will show. 
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• (A) If they are individual and not universal, real things will be just of 
the same number as the elements, and the elements will not be knowable .... 
(B) But if the principles are universal, [either the substances composed 
of them are also universal, or) non-substance will be prior to substance; 
for the universal is not a substance, but the element or principle is 
universal, and the element or principle is prior to the things of which it is 
the principle or element.' 

Immediately before this passage Aristotle has explained the 
difficulties involved in the Idea-theory by means of its origin 
(1086a 35-b 14). The main difficulty arises from the fact that the 
Ideas are regarded both as universal {Kcx66t.ov), and at the same 
time as existing independently and hence to a certain extent as 
a new kind of particular (Tc;)v Kcx6' eKaCTTov). The cause of this 
peculiar duality in their nature was the fact that Plato had 
asserted the unreality of phenomenal things, because he had 
been led by Heraclitus to the view that all per.ceptible things, all 
sensible particulars, are in continual flux and have no permanent 
existence. On the other hand, the ethical inquiries of Socrates 
had indirectly given rise to the new and important discovery 
that science is of the universal only, though he himself had not 
abstracted conceptions from real objects nor declared them 
separate. Plato then went further-according to Aristotle's 
retrospective account-and hypostasized universal conceptions 
as true being (ovcria). 

Then follows the important passage. Aristotle here develops 
the question whether the principles are universal or in some 
sense particular. This is difficult both for the supporters of the 
Ideas and for their opponents. He tries to show that either 
answer seems necessarily to lead to absurdities. If the principles 
are particular they are unknowable, since only the universal is 
knowable. If, on the other hand, they are universal, not-sub
stance would be prior to substance, and we should have to de
rive substance, whose principles they are, from the universal; 
which is impossible, since the universal is never a substance. 
These are the logical consequences, Aristotle continues, of de
riving the Ideas from elements, and of assuming alongside things 
of one kind a transcendental unity like the Ideas. This summary 
would by itself suffice to show that what he has in mind is really 
the theory of Ideas, and not specially its opponents, in spite of 
his introductory words; only, he needs them both in order to 

G 



CHAPTER VIII 

THE GROWTH OF THE METAPHYSICS 

T HE prevailing view that the Meta physics is a late work has 
been rendered untenable by our discovery that it contains 

large portions of an earlier version belonging to the fi~st_ half of 
the forties. The doctrine that we must now hold-and 1t 1s really 
obvious in itself-is that even during the years immediately 
before and after Plato's death metaphysics was the true centre 
of Aristotle's critical activity. On the other hand-and this is a 
no less important result-he returned to the matter again during 
his last period and undertook a reorganization that introduced 
fresh ideas into the old material, excising parts of it and reshaping 
others to fit their new surroundings. The traces of this last 
alteration enable us to guess the direction in which he wished to 
develop his philosophy. The individual peculiarities of the 
earlier artd later portions cannot be clearly grasped, naturally, 
except through the knowledge of their 'alternating harmony' 
within the final structure that includes them both. 

Our analysis must start from that purified torso of the M e~a
physics which we have obtained by exa~ining the _history of 1ts 
origin, and the inner relationships of wh1ch, as Anstotle _meant 
them to be, we have rendered more visible through removmg the 
loose pages appended by the editors. This is th~ co~pact bo~y 
of books down to I, excluding ex and !::. ; Bomtz h1mself dts
entangled it correctly in the main. 1 He also established the fact 
that the series is unfinished-in particular, the theology as we 
have it (/\) is not the intended conclusion-and this statement 
needs to be emphatically asserted in view of recent attempts ~o 
throw doubt on the convincing arguments in its favour. Only m 
the account of the last two books does Bonitz require suppl~
menting; he obviously took less interest in them, because his 
attention was directed mainly to the doctrine of substance. We 
have shown that Book M was meant to replace N in the la_ter 
version; it therefore belongs to the torso established by Bomtz. 

• See the introduction to his Komtmnlar zuy Metaphysik d. Ar., vol. ii. He, 
in turn, was following Brandis (cf. Ent. Metaph. Arist., pp. 3 ff.). 
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The metaphysics that Aristotle here offers us in sweeping strokes 
is the famous doctrine of substance in general, the philosophy of 
substantial forms, which served so many later centuries as the 
framework of their views of nature and being. To discover how 
this incomplete but mighty structure grew up we must start 
from its centre, that is from the doctrine of substance. 

In Book 8, which develops the problems of 'the science that 
we are seeking', Aristotle is aware of the problem of substance 
only in the specialized form of the question whether the super
sensible world is real. After four introductory problems con
cerning the nature of the new science he places this qu~tion, 
like a 'far-beaming countenance', at the head of the eleven 
problems that carry us into the real arena of the discipline. Thus 
he emphasizes its fundamental importance by the position he 
assigns to it. 1 Ever since Plato created the Ideas it had been 
absolutely the problem of philosophy. In formulating the task of 
metaphysics as he does, therefore, Aristotle starts directly from 
Plato's fundamental question. He expresses it, in fact, precisely 
as a Platonist would: the transcendental realities that we believe 
to exist in separation from sensible phenomena, such as the Ideas 
and the objects of mathematics-do they truly exist? And if 
not, can we posit, over and above sensible things, any other kind 
of supersensible reality? About the sensible world (cxla6T]Ti) 
ovalcx) he says nothing whatever. The very first sentence goes 
straight to the central question, that of transcendence; the 
succeeding problems rise out of this root like trunk, boughs, and 
branches. A mere glance will show that they too originated 
without exception on Platonic territory. What are the first 
principles? Are they the genera, as Plato maintains, or, as 
natural science teaches, the elements of visible things ? If the 
former, are they the highest or the lowest genera? What is the 
relation between the universal, which Plato regards as sub
stance ( ovalcx), and Being or Reality ? Is the 'truly real' the 
most abstract of abstractions, or do we approach the real more 
nearly the more we descend from the heights of abstraction to 

1 The four introductory problems are treated in Metaph. B 2, 996• IS-9971 33· 
The problem of the supersensible follows in 997a 34· For the distinction 
be_tween essential problems, and those which merely introduce and define the 
SCience of metaphysics, see Ent. Metaph. Arist., p. 100. 
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reader's eyes. In the second version of the Metaphysics he 
applied this method to the conception of 'being' in its widest 
sense; and 'substance' now became just one of a whole series of 
meanings of 'being' in this broad sense. To the theory of pure, 
immaterial form he prefixed that of form in general, as the true 
reality and substance; in front of this again he put the doctrine 
of the various senses of 'being', from which he selects 'sub
stance' as the only one that affects metaphysics. The selection 
consists in starting with the senses that signify nothing existen
tial or independent, but only the accidental modifications of 
being or the attitudes of consciousness to being. In view of its 
merely preparatory nature this part is given very summarily 
(E 2-4). In the present version of the Metaphysics it forms the 
connexion between the earlier introduction (A-E I) and the new 
body (ZH61M). Leading up to the main discussion, and sketch
ing the structure of what is to follow, it was naturally the last 
part to be inserted. Its introduction converted the list of the 
senses of 'being' into the outline of the whole composition. We 
must realize, however, that this composition is the final stage in 
a long process of development-incomplete and provisional, in
deed, even in .this last version, but nevertheless bearing all the 
marks of the determination to make a great synthesis. The 
additions, insertions, and excisions, which originated mostly in 
this final stage, evince a unitary aim that was perfectly foreign 
to the original version-the construction of a theory of the mani
fold senses of 'being', a sort of ontological phenomenology, 
within which the old Platonic doctrine of transcendent and im
material Form still remains as conclusion, but no longer holds 
the centre of interest. 

I may here introduce a paragraph on the last chapter of 
Book e, which I have discussed in detail in a previous work.I 
This passage deals with the two meanings of truth; first, truth 
and falsity in the ordinary sense, when we call a judgement true 
or false according as it joins the predicate to the right subject or 
not; and secondly the truth of metaphysical statements of being, 
which do not arise from discursive thinking and hence are never 
true or false as discursive judgements are. The truth of meta
physical statements expressing a being that is not an object of 

1 Ent. Metaph. Arist., p. 49· 
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experience rests, according to Aristotle, on a special intuitive 
form of apprehension, which resembles sense-perception more 
than discursive thinking in that it is a sort of intellectual vision, 
a pure 'contact and assertion'. This is the only remnant of 
Plato's contemplation of the Ideas that has survived in Aris
totle's metaphysics. Why he discusses it here is explained by 
himself in E 4, where he shows that being in the common sense 
of the truth or falsity of a proposition is not part of the meta
physician's problem about being. Into this passage he inserted 
a later reference, which can be very simply recognized as such 
by the disturbance of the sentence-construction to which it has 
given rise; there is also, he says, a second kind of truth, intuitive 
apprehension, on which all general views of the universe depend, 
and this he is going to discuss later. The discussion is the final 
chapter of Book e. I have shown in my earlier book, following 
Schwegler, that this chapter is a subsequent addition to Book e, 
and that the reference to it in E 4 must have been inserted at the 
time when the chapter itself was attached. Aristotle introduces 
his account of intellectual intuition, and of the metaphysical 
sort of truth, at a fitting place, namely between the end of the 
doctrine of potentiality and the beginning of that of the reality 
of the supersensible, which was intended to follow immediately. 
This insertion, which must also have been made on the occasion 
of the introduction of ZHe, shows once again the attempt to 
arrange a gradual ascent up the scale of being to immaterial 
essence, and to make the whole work single in its aim, though 
constructed of such disparate materials. That was the spirit of 
Aristotle's final recension. 

By good fortune our discovery of two separate versions of the 
preface to the theory of the supersensible, the earlier in M g, and 
the later in M I, enables us to test our hypothesis that the Meta
physics originally did not contain the doctrine of material sensible 
form.x If this supposition be correct, the later version must pre
suppose the books on substance, with their detailed analysis of 
sensi~le being and of immanent form (gwAov el:Aos) ; whereas the 
earlier must proceed directly to the problem of transcendental 
being, as we should expect according to the early plan in Book B, 
and regard the world of sense (al~Tt) ovcrla) as in no respect an 

1 See pp. 182 ff. above. 
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r. THE PHILOSOPHICAL RELATION OF THE EUDEMIAN 
ETHICS TO THE PROTREPTICUS 

The Nicomachean Ethics begins its inquiry into the aim of 
human life with a bold sketch of the system of ends. Thus from 
the start the problem is put into relation with Aristotelian 
teleology as a whole, and the nature of what follows is indicated. 
The beginning of the first book of the Eudemian Ethics intro
duces the same inquiry in a much less systematic, but more 
vivid and personal, form. On the propylaeum of the temple of 
Leto on Delos, the lecturer begins, these lines appear: 

Most noble is that which is justest, and best is health; 
But pleasantest is it to win what we love. 

To this apodictic expression of popular Greek sentiment he 
opposes, not ·without feeling, his own thesis. 'But for ourselves, 
let us not agree with this author; fo~ happiness is the noblest 
and best and at the same time the pleasailtest.' This places the 
question of 'happiness at the summit of ethics, and the whole of 
the first book is concerned with it. The connexion between 
ethics .!!l<!.Jla.I>.Piness had been traditional since Socrates and 
Plato, and the Nicomachean Ethics also retains it as starting and 
closing point. But the latter work is much more modern in pre
fixing to the discussion of happiness a chapter which derives 
from the general system of ends the formal conception of a neces
sary supreme end of all human effort. Not until the beginning 
of the next chapter is this equated with happiness. 

The second point that Aristotle deals with in the Nicomachean 
Ethics before entering on the discussion of happiness is the ques
tion of method. Our study of the Protrepticus has shown that in 
the Nicomachean Ethics he had arrived at a view about method 
diametrically opposite to that of his early days. As early as the 
proem he gives it clear formulation. 1 Here again the Eudemian 

1 For the contrast between the Protrepticus and the Nicomachean Ethics in 
point of method see above, pp. 85 ff. The application of the name' proem' to 
the part which in the Nicomachean Ethics precedes the place where the 
Eudemian begins (i.e. Eth. Nic. I. 2) comes from Aristotle himself: 'These 
remarks about the student, the sort of treatment to be expected, and the 
purpose of the inquiry, may be taken as our proem.' He then returns to the 
idea of the supreme end, using almost the same words as in the first chapter, 
and declares it, as in the Eudemian Ethics, to be happiness. The emphasis on 
the contrast with Plato's and with his own earlier method, and its insertion 
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Ethics is less definite. It contains no reflections on the peculi
arity of ethical method. Instead the author discusses the differ
ence between the philosophical and the unphilosophical treat
ment of ethical and political questions, a point that had already 
received detailed examination in the Protrepticus. 1 In that work 
empiricism was sharply opposed to the rational knowledge of 
the pure norms, and to dialectic as the only philosophical method. 
The Eudemian Ethics does not, like the Nicomachean, meet this 
view with an absolute repudiation of the demand for exact geo
metrical treatment; on the contrary, it smoothes over the con
trast on which the Nicomachean version purposely throws a 
bright light. 'One must try to obtain conviction from reasoning 
(Myo1), but to use the phenomena as evidence and as examples.' 
Further, it is necessary to bring the philosophical norm into 
harmony with the prevailing ethical views by revealing their 
underlying kernel of truth through conceptual manipulation. 
Thus the conceptual analysis of experience replaces the soul's 
spontaneous knowledge of the Ideas as we find it in the Pro
trepticus, although emphasis is still laid on the fact that experi
ence by itself is 'confused', that only the Logos can lead to a 
clear insight into the causes of things. The contrast between the 
philosophical and the unphilosophical treatment is no longer the 
same as that between the normative or logical and the empirical. 
It now corresponds to two species of concern with experience: 
a lower one that merely ascertains facts, and a higher that seeks 
for the reasons of the facts. The way in which the standpoint 
of the Eudemian Ethics has been influenced by the Protrepticus 
can also be seen in its attitude towards the assertion that the 
politician needs theoretical knowledge of the ethical norm. It 
sounds almost like the defence of a half-abandoned doctrine 
when we hear that such a knowledge is 'not superfluous' even to 
the politician, because he must understand the reasons of ethical 
and political facts. On the other hand, however, the Eudemia1~ 

before the beginning of the inquiry proper, is therefore wholly intentional in 
the Nicomachean Ethics. 

1 Von der Mtihll (op. cit., p. 21) suggests that Eth. Eud. I. 6 is directed against 
Plato and the Academy; Kapp doubts this. The truth is that Aristotle is here 
referring to the remarks on method in his own Protrepticus (Iamb!. Protr., c. x), 
which were Platonic in essence, and is partly emending and partly rejecting 
them. Cf. above, pp. 85 ff. 
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topic, whereas the other work lays great weight precisely on 
the systematic derivation of them from· the three conceptions 
of phronesis, virtue, and pleasure. This derivation reveals the 
origin of the theory of the three lives; it arose out of Plato's later 
ethics. The PMleln4s begins by asking what is the highest good for 
man, and makes the two lives of phro11.esis and pleasure compete 
for the position. 1 The Protrepticus adds virtue, and declares 
the best life to consist in the correct admixture of the three. 
The Eudemian Ethics takes its start from this stage of the 
development. 

The fundamental reason why the Nicomachean Ethics, while 
retaining the lives, abandons the derivation of them from the 
trichotomy phronesis-virtue-pleasure, lies in the change in Aris
totle's attitude towards phronesis in this work.2 We need men
tion this point only briefly, since we have already discussed the 
contrast between the notion of phronesis in the Protreptic~ts and 
in Plato, and that in the Nicomachean Ethics. The two formula
tions of this notion express the two answers that Plato and 
Aristotle gave to the question of the ultimate standard and 
sanction of morality. In the Protrepticus, phronesis retains the 
full Platonic sense of the Nus that in contemplating eternal 
being is at the same time conteiliplating the highest good. There 
only the philosopher lives the life of phronesis. The Nico
machean Ethics, on the other hand, does not make moral insight 
dependent on knowledge of the transcendental ; it looks for a 
'natural' foundation of it in practical human consciousness and 
in moral character. Phronesis and the whole trichotomy of the 
Protrepticus are accordingly deleted from the first book. The 
Eudemian Ethics, on the other hand, not only retains it in the 

1 Plato, Phil. 20 B. 

• In Eth. Nic. I. 2, 1095b 14, the three lives are no longer derived from the 
three goods. On the contrary, we are supposed to learn from the lives what 
men think good. In the fife of enjoyment this is pleasure; in that of politics it 
is honour (not virtue). When he comes to the contemplative life Aristotle is in 
a difficulty (rog6a 4). since he cannot mention phronesis. He therefore refers to 
the account to be given later: 'Third comes the contemplative life, which we 
shall consider later.' To this he adds the life of money-making, the aim of 
which is wealth. He thereby purposely removes all trace of the old trichotomy. 
The new lives are simply the result of the psychological observation of life, 
whereas the old ones were ideal points of reference. We have already noticed 
this procedure of obliteration in the treatment of the four Platonic virtues of 
the Protreptict~s in Etll. Nic. X. 4· II78a 24 (above, pp. 73-74). 
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earlier sense, as we have shown, but develops the outline and 
plan of the whole ethical system from it. 1 

It announces the plan in the following way: 'Let us first con
sider virtue and phtonesis [notice the order; it corresponds to the 
actual order of treatment in the Ethics], inquiring into the nature 
of each of them, and whether they are, either themselves or the 
actions that proceed from them, parts of the good life.' Pleasure 
is to be dealt with later. 2 Since the central books of the Eudemian 
Ethics are lost, we must use the Nicomachean to see whether this 
proposal is actually carried out. The later version has preserve? 
the original construction, although the role played by phrones1-s 
in it is essentially different from that assigned to it in the former. 
The first part, 'on virtue', is contained in Books II-V. Book VI 
follows with the theory of reason and knowledge, which the 
Eudemian Ethics would describe as 'on phronesis'. The nomen
clature used in.theNicomacheanis 'moral' and 'intellectual virtue' 
(which also occurs in the earlier work), 'moral virtue' being 
equated with the part 'on virtue', and 'intellectual virtue' with 
that 'on phronesis'; but in spite of the change of name in the 
latter version phronesis still remains the chief subject of the 
part. Book VII discusses pleasure, which is also treated of in X. 
In the last part of X Aristotle performs the synthesis of the three 
lives. The intervening books on friendship (VIII and. IX), 
though found in the Eudemian Ethics too, cannot have been 
originally intended for this place, since they go beyond the 
original conceptual structure of the Ethics.3 Without the 
Eudemian version it would now be impossible to see that the 
system of Aristotle's Ethics is an organic development, in three 

1 In Aristotle Niromachean Ethics Book VI (Cambridge, 1909) Greenwood 
points out that with regard to the meaning of phronesis there is the same con
trast between the Nicomachean and the Eudemian Ethics as we have shown 
(pp. 8r ff. above) to exist between it and the Protrepticus. Kapp makes use of 
this observation (op. cit., p. 48). 

• Eth. Eud. I. 5, 1216a 37· 
3 I have shown in my Ent. Metaph. Arise. (pp. 150 ff.) that Aristotle's 

treatises arose by the combination of isolated and self-contained monographs 
(Myot, lli6o:Oot, &c.) This does not mean that there is never an idea uniting a 
large group of such monographs, or that their relationship is one of loose juxta
position in thought as well as in expression. It is simply an aid to the under
standing of the way in which Aristotle's 'works' were composed, and it enables 
us to explain their incoherences and apparent irrelevancies by recalling the 
philosopher's manner of working and teaching. 
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Eudemian Ethics there is a long discussion of the norm by refer
ence to w~ich the good man recognizes and pursues the morally 
good .. This passag~ enables us to see how Aristotle originally 
conceived the relatiOn between theoretical and practical reason, 
and what he understands by 'right reason'. The physician also 
makes use of a norm, we read, in order to determine what is 
healthy for the body and what is not. It is possible to say, there
fore, that the healthy is that which medicine and the reason 
employed in medicine prescribe; but this is as indefinite as it is 
true. The conception of the reason employed in medicine must 
take its content from the objective principle to which it is rela
tive, namely health and its unalterable law. Thus medicine is 
on the one hand the knowledge of health and on the other the 
application of this knowledge to the particular case. In the 
same way moral reason is partly the knowledge of an objective 
value {6ewpT)TtK6v), and partly the application of this knowledge 
to human behaviour, the moral imperative (rntTCXKTtK6v). Now 
the absolut~ value or highest good, which reason thus grasps, is 
God.' God,1s to be thought of not as issuing laws and commands 
not as duty or will, but as the highest Being, sufficient to Him: 
self. W~ and command arise only when reason or phronesis 
devotes Itself to the contemplation of this Being. Hence our 
rational princ~ple~ a.nd by that principle by which the man of practical wisdom 
would determme 1t. Here, for once, the idea of the norm reappears. This is the 
mos~ pre~ant expression. that could possibly _be found of the change in Aris
totle _s attitude towards thlS problem. The fact IS that there is no universal norm 
~or h1m ~ny more. ·.s.tate of _character in accordance with right reason • was 
mcluded m the dc:£rution of virtue by a_ll Platonists (see VI. 13, 1 , 44b 21). In 
V~. I, 1I38b 25, Anstotle declares that this, though true, is anything but clear; in 
this !>OOk, ~erefore, he ~ves ~more accurate account of the share that phronesis 
~as m _cho1ce. Its fu~ctlon IS no !onger to apprehend the universal norm, as 
1t was m the Protreptacus, but to d1scover the right means of attaining the end 
(TO.~. 01<o1r6s) determined by the moral will (VI. 13, II44a S and 20, n 45a s). 

I Et~. Eud. VIII. 3. 1.249a 21. ~o the end. Here too he is objecting to the 
ob.sc~nt~ of the AcademiC defirution of the norm as 'determined by a rational 
p:mc1ple (1249b 3), as in Eth. N1c. VI. I, II38b 25. The problem remained with 
h1m throughout his life, but the solution here is different from that in the later 
Ethics. The comparison between phronesis and medicine had been used in the 
Acade~y. Aristotle modifies it in his earlier Ethics by distinguishing between 
theoretical and pra~ti~al medicine. Phronesis apprehends the norm (h.ealth or 
~) and then apphes 1t. In Eth. Nic: VI. 13, 1144a 4, he calls the first process 
;-v1sdom and only the second phronens. As early as the Protreptictts we find: 
Moreover what canon of goods have we, or what more accurate norm, than 
~he ~an who has fhronesis?' (frg. 52 •. p. 61, I. 25, in Rose). But here phronesis 
IS still a general kmd of knowledge w1thout any differentiation at all. 
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most pressing duty is to choose all the occupations and activities 
and goods that further the knowledge of God. !heoretical p~ilo
sophy is the means to man's moral education. Everyt~g, 
whether possession or action, is morally bad and reprehensible 
if it hinders a man from serving and knowing God (Tov 6eov 
eepall"MIV Kai 6ewpeiv).' We know that deHm colere et cog~scere 
is still a common definition of religion. The conclusiOn of 
the Eudemian Ethics is the locus classicus for theonomic ethics 
as taught by Plato in his later days. God is the measure 
of all things. In preserving this much from the wreck of the 
Idea-theory Aristotle believes he is retaining the abiding essence 
of Platonic morality, the notion of the absolute norm and of the 
metaphysical transcendence of the Good, which had given to 
the Platonist a new experience of God. No wonder that Eude
mus, the supposed author of this Ethics, has always been lo~ked 
on as a pious man! All this was incompatible with men's Idea 
of Aristotle. This first lecture on ethics exhales the religious 
fervour of his youthful Platonic faith. Against such an ethics 
of pure devotion to God the famous picture of the contemplative 
life in book ten of the Nicomachean Ethics fades, and becomes 
little more than an objective if idealized description of the life 
of the scholar devoted to research, rising at the end to the intui
tion of the ultimate force that guides the spheres. Some of the 
old notes sound again in this picture, but not quite with their 
old power. The strength of the later Ethics lies rather ~ ~ts 
parts, with their analysis of concrete moral types, and m Its 
rich and humane urbanity. 

The contemplation of God was originally closely connected 
with the theory of friendship, which in the Nicomachea1~ Ethics 
is expanded into a general sociology of the manifold form~ of 
human relationship. In this complex phenomenology of society 
we should be hard put to it to detect the close connexion between 
Aristotle's philosophy of friendship and Plato's theory of Ideas, 
had we not the older Ethics to give us a clear picture of the method 
that Aristotle originally had in mind. He here replaces the trans
cendental and universal Idea of the Good with ideal types, as he 
does throughout his earlier ethics and politics. These ideal types 
are immanent in experience, and yet they are normative and not 

• Eth. Eud. VIII. 3. 1249b 20. 
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mere descriptive averages simply read off from experience. The 
most important of them is 'first friendship' (TTpOOTT) q>tAia), from 
which in the Eu.demian Ethics all forms of friendship are' derived'. 
This .arises .d~rectl~ out of the conception of the 'first principle 
of fnendship {npc.vTov q>IAov) as developed in Plato's Lysis.t 
But whereas the latter was the highest metaphysical value (a\no 
To aya66v), in contrast with which all that seems dear on earth 
is nothing but a shadow, in 'first friendship' Aristotle is construct
ing the picture of the ideal friendship. He retains the kernel of 
Plato's notion-the basing of friendship on the ethical principle 
of the Good-but he makes the Good a concrete moral value 
developing within the character of the man himself. The supra
p~rsonal grou~d of the value of the human relationship no longer 
diverts attention from the personality of the friend; on the con
trary, it is concentrated and incarnated therein. Aristotle's idea 
is therefore not just another way of referring all social values to 
the general problem of value; its aim is rather to establish the 
independent worth of the moral personality, and in the last 
resort of human morality in general, as opposed to the cosmic 
Good that is based on the idea of God. 

The derivation of the various forms of friendship from 'first 
friendship' is accomplished in the earlier Ethics by means 
of purely Platonic conceptions. The distinction between will 
(J3ovAl:~at) and desire (hn6v1Jeiv) corresponds to Plato's dis
tinction between the absolute Good, which is the natural goal 
of the will, and the apparent good, which is the goal of the 
desires. Plato is also the origin of the separation of the good 
from the pleasant, and of the doctrine that the good without 
qualification is identical with the pleasant without qualification, 
so that the friendship of the really good man is at the same time 
pleasant. The main part of the discussion in the Eudemiatt 
l!thics is devoted .to showing that 'first friendship' combines in 
Itself all the marks that have ever been declared· characteristic 
of the essence of friendship, even those that seem to be mutually 
exclusive-a classical example of early Aristotelian dialectic. 
The Nicomachean Ethics, on the other hand, writes 'perfect 
friendship' instead of 'first friendship', because the latter expres-

• Plato, Lysis, 219 c. For the development of the ideal of 'first friendship' 
see Eth. Eml. VII. 2, and for 'the first friend' VII. 2, 1236b 28. 
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sion clearly recalls the theory of Ideas, and leads one to expe~t 
a purely deductive method.1 It retains, indeed, the Pla~omc 
doctrine that the other kinds of friendship are not co-ordi~ate 
and can be called 'friendship' only per accidens, an.d the ?enva
tion of them from the ideal conception of perfect fnends~Ip ; but 
tM important thing for Aristotle now is the psychologi~al and 
sociological analysis, which far outweighs the other even I~ bulk. 
We shall see later that a similar development occurs m the 
Politics also. A mass of facts gathered from experience, governed 
essentially by their own laws, and becomin~ more and ~ore an 
independent object of interest, has been mtro.duced mto .the 
framework of what was previously an ideal Platomc constructl.on. 

If the basis of true friendship is personal goodness, the ethical 
relation of the ego to the non-ego must be determined by that of 
the ego to itself. By distinguishing the rational part of the soul 
from the inferior parts, which nevertheless can be moved by 
reason, Aristotle is able to represent the ethical relation of the 
ego to itself by means of the conception of self-love {q>tACXVTia), 
by which he understands not selfishness, which popular morality 
rightly condemns, but the kindred affection of the lower P~· 
which is spoken of as if it were actually a second ego, for mans 
higher self (a\IT6).z By the self the Protrepticus meant !'Ius, the 
'divine in us' in accordance with Plato's later doctnne; and 
Plato's view ~f the right relation of the sbul that is ruled by 
Nus towards itself can be learnt from the Timaeus (34 B), where 
the highest visible God is said to be 'able tOconversewrth itself, 
and needing no other friend~hip or acquaintance'. Thus t~e 
selfishness of the natural man is cancelled and made to serve hts 
will to be his true self. The psychological problems connected 
with this view are not formulated sharply enough for our 
requirements, but this objection applies to the whole of Aris
totle's theory of Nus, which is in fact a legacy from Plato's la~er 
speculations. In the religious atmosphere of the Eudem~an 
Ethics the mysticism of the doctrine of self-love, from which 

1 Eth. Nic . VIII. 4· 1 t· 
• Eth. Eud. VII. 6, and Eth. Nic. IX. 4 and 8. We here have sp~cu a ·~n 

developing a piece of popular Greek wisdom that often found expressiOn, as m 
Soph. O.C. 309, 'What good man is not friendly to himself?', Eur. Med. 86, 
frg. 46o, and Men. monost. 407. For Nus as man's self see Iamb!. Protr., P· 42, 
11. 3 and 14, and Eth. Nic. IX. 8, u68b 35, and X. 7, I178a 2. 
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from the exoteric discussions-and not merely the division as 
such, but also its application to the inquiry concerning the best 
life, for the passage expressly refers to 'exoteric discussions 
concerning the best life', the fundamental notions of which are 
to be adopted in the present discussion. 1 

Zeller, who supposed Eudemus to be the author of the 
Eudemian Ethics, tried to explain this reference to the exoteric 
discussions by saying that Eudemus is really only reproducing 
the passage of the Nicomachean Ethics in which it is said that we 
must consider happiness in the light of 'what is commonly said 
about it', and that in changing this vague phrase to 'this distinc
tion we make even in our esoteric discussions' he was copying 
the passage in the Politics.2 This interpretation leaves it obscure 
how Eudemus could come to speak of pne of Aristotle's writings 
in the first person ('we make'). 

We can now see, as earlier scholars could not, that so long as 
they assumed Eudemus to have been the author of the Eudemian 
Ethics it was simply impossible to solve the problem of the 
exoteric discussions. For either they followed a sound philo
logical instinct for style and understood by these discussions 
actual works of Aristotle, as did Bernays (and then they came 
into irreconcilable conflict with the reference to exoteric discus
sions in the Eudemian Ethics3) ; or else they started from this 
passage and constructed with reckless logic as empty a sense as 
possible for 'exoteric', which was not so much an explanation as 
a way of escaping the dilemma, and which violated all the laws 
of philological interpretation.4 Now that we have restored the 

1 The Oxford translators sometimes render ~~Co>T£p1Kol Myo• by such phrases 
as 'discussions outside our school', thus implying a view different from that 
maintained in this book. While preserving their versions as much as possible, 
for the sake of easy reference, I have been obliged to bring them into line with 
the theory of this chapter. Tr. 

a Hermes, vol. xv, p. 554· 
' Oddly enough Bel;llays took no notice of this passage (Eth. Eud. II. I), 

so far as I can see, although he systematically examined all the places where 
Aristotle mentions exoteric discussions. On the presuppositions o{ those days 
it would have toppled his whole edifice. 

• H. Diels, ''Ober die exoterischen Reden des Aristoteles ', Ber. Bert. A kad., 
z883, pp. 477 ff. (the passage in the El«iemian Ethics is discussed on p. 481). His 
arguments appear to have found general approval, which is comprehensible in 
view of the situation. To-day there is nothing for it but to admit that his trail 
was the wrong one. The sincerity of his work, however, has prevented it from 
being useless. 

THE ORIGINAL ETHICS 249 

Eudemian Ethics to Aristotle there is no longer anything against 
Bernays' conjecture that the exoteric discussions were definite 
writings, and in fact the literary works of Aristotle. It is con
firmed by the new material, without which it would have remained 
a mere hypothesis. The only alteration required is that in the 
present case we are concerned not with a dialogue, as Bernays 
supposed, but with the Protreptictts. 

Protr., p. 52, l. 12. Eth. Eud. II. I, rzr8b 32. 
So other things [that is, external 

things] should be done for the sake 
of the goods that have their seat in 
the man himself; and of the latter 
those that are in the body should 
be done for the sake of those that 
are in the soul, and virtue for the 
sake of phronesis. Phronesis is the 
supreme good. [Then comes a 
definition of goods.) 

Protr., p. 59, 1. 26. 
We assume that happiness is 

either phronesis and some kind of 
wisdom, or virtue, or the greatest 
possible amount of pleasure, or all 
three. [Then follows a more de
tailed account.) 

r Protr., p. 41, 1. 20. 
One part of the soul is reason. 
This is the natural ruler and judge 
of things concerning us. The 
nature of the other part is to fol
low it and submit to its rule. 

~ 

All goods are either outside or 
(in the body or) in the soul, and of 
these those in the soul are more de
sirable; thili distinction we make 
even in our popular discussions. 

For phrotlesis, virtue and pleasure 
are in the soul, and some or all of 
these seem to all to be the end. 

Eth. Eud. I2I9b 28. 
Let it be assumed that the parts 

of the soul partaking of reason are 
two, but that they partake not in 
the same way, but the one by its 
natural tendency to command, the 
other by its natural tendency to 
obey and listen. 

Elements that have been taken over ready-made into the 
Eudemian Ethics, and somewhat hastily put together, are to be 
found in the Protrepticus not merely in a form that for the most 
part verbally echoes them, but also, which is more important, 
in the context to which they were originally organic. 

Protr., p. 41, 1. 22. Eth. Eud. II. I, I2I8b 37· 
The good state of everything is Let this then be assumed, and 

that which is in accordance with also that virtue is the best state or 
its proper virtue. To attain to one's condition or faculty of all things 
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proper virtue is good. A thing is 
in a good state when its most essen
tial, commanding, and valuable 
parts have their virtue. From this 
it follows that the natural virtue of 
a thing is better when the thing itself 
is better by nature. The better by 
nature is that which has more of 
the commanding and leading ele
ment in itself, as man has com
pared with the other animals. Now 
the soul is better than the body (be
cause it is more commanding), and 
within the soul itself the rational 
and intellectual part is better than 
the rest .... It 11ecessarily follows, 
therefore, that the virtue of this part, 
whatever it is, is the most desirable 
of all things, not merely for us but 
also absolutely or for everyone; 
and everyone would hold, I pre
sume, that we are constituted, 
either wholly or chiefly, by this 
part. Furthermore, when a thing 
accomplishes its work as well as 
possible, then, provided that it is 
its work essentially and not just 
accidentally, we must declare that 
such a state of affairs is also good, 
and that this accomplishment is the 
most perfect virtue, i11 accordance 
wtth which it is the tlature of each 
thing to perform its work. 

A complex and divisible thing has 
several different activities; but if a 
thing is naturally simple, and is not 
relative in essence, it must have 
only one true and proper virtue. If 
therefore man is a simple animal, 
and if the essence of his substance is 
reason and intellect, his work can be 
nothing whatever but perfect truth 
-the discov'ery of the truth about 
things; but if his nature is com
pounded of several faculties, it is 
clear that when a thing naturally 
fulfils more than one function its 

that have a use and work.ll This 
is clear by induction; for in all 
cases we lay this down: e.g. a gar
ment has an excellence, for it has 
a work and use, and the best state 
of the garment is its excellence. 
Similarly a vessel, house, or any
thing else has an excellence.ll 
Therefore so also has the soul, for it 
has a work. And let us assume that 
the better state has the better work; 
and as the states are to one another, 
so let us assume the corresponding 
works to be to one another. And 
the work of anything is its end; it 
is clear, therefore, from this that 
the work is better than the state; 
for the end is best, as being end ; 
for we assume the best, the final 
stage, to be the end for the sake of 
which all else exists. That the 
work, then, is better than the state 
or condition is plain. 

Eth. Eud. II. I, I2I9b 32. 

It makes no difference whether 
the soul is divisible or indivisible, 
so long as it has different Jaculties, 
namely~se mentioned above, 
just as in the curve we have un
separated the concave and the con
vex, or, again, the straight and the 
white, yet the straight is not white 
except incidentally and is not the 
essence of the white.' We also 
neglect any other part of the soul 
that there may be, e.g. the vegeta
tive, for the above-mentioned parts 
[i.e. the rational ones] are peculiar 

1 Omitting -roO. 
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work is always the best of these to the human soul; therefore the 
functions; for example, health is virtues of the nutritive part, that 
the work of the doctor and safety concerned with growth, are not 
that of the navigator. Now it is those of man. For, if we speak of 
impossible to mention any better him qua man, he must have reason 
work of the intellect, or of the think- and moral action as governing prin
ing part of our soul, than tntth. ciples .... And just as general good 
Truth is therefore the essential condition of the body is com
work of this part of the soul. pounded of the partial excellences, 

so also the excellence of the soul, 
qua end. But of virtue or excel
lence there are two species, the 
moral and the intellectual. 

The Ethics considerably alters the order of the ideas. The 
logical structure is more luminous and more systematic in the 
Protrepticus. For good measure the Ethics adds examples 
explaining 'by induction' the connexion between virtue and 
work. The application of all this to the soul is performed in the 
Protrepticus with exemplary lucidity, beginning with the words 
'now the soul'; but the Ethics merely indicates it with 'therefore 
so also has the soul', and leaves all details for oral elaboration. 
Possibly, indeed, Iamblichus found the examples in his source 
but left them out; yet since they are extremely trite and peda
gogical it is more probable that Aristotle did not cite them at 
all in his literary work, but introduced them only when he came 
to write his lecture. We must say the same of the examples of 
convex and concave by which the inseparability of the parts of 
the soul is explained in the second paragraph. There, incidentally, 
the difference in man's aim as envisaged by the two works comes 
out clearly. In the Protreptic-t~s the sole aim of human life was 
the theoretical knowledge of reason (phronesis). The theoretic 
life hung high above all other aims and was sharply sundered 
from them. The soul, which was described as man's essence, 
was there conceived as the indivisible unity of the pure rational 
soul (after the manner of Plato's later theory of Nus), which has 
rid itself of animal and vegetable existence as well as of will and 
desire. In the lectures, on the other hand, we read that it makes 
no difference whether the ·soul is a unity or has parts, and prac
tice (npcx~ts) now takes its place beside thought (AoytaJJ6s) as 
equally worthy. Aristotle now holds that happiness depends upon 
the interaction and equilibrium of the rational and irrational 
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powers in the soul. In saying this he is not merely paying 
attention to the claims of ordinary life; he is establishing a new 
ideal, and seeking to overcome the harshness of his previous 
purely intellectual attitude (see especially I2I9b 39-I220a 5). 
He was therefore obliged to suppress the passage in which the 
Protreptictts had represented pure contemplation as the only 
valuable and essential occupation of the human soul (p. 42, l. 22-
p. 43, 1. 25). All the alterations that he introduces in the Ethics 
are logical consequences of this fundamental change in his ideas. 

The Protrepticus is also the root of what we read in the first 
book of the Eudemian Ethics. We have already shown this of 
the first four chapters by analysing the train of thought in them. 
The sixth discusses the new method in ethics, and we have seen 
that it is throughout directed against the Protrepticus (above, 
p. 233). That the greater part of the fifth also comes directly 
from this work is clear from the following juxtaposition. Aris
totle is here giving the proof that life by itself is not the greatest 
good, but receives its value from phronesis. 

Protr., p. 45, 1. 6. 
It is obvious to everybody that 

no one would choose to live, even if 
he had the greatest wealth and 
power that man has ever had, if 
he were deprived of his reason and 
mad, not even if he were going to 
be constantly enjoying the most 
vehement pleasures, as some insane 
persons do. It seems therefore that 
everyone shuns folly as much as 
possible. Now the opposite of 
folly is phronesis, and of opposites 
one is to be shunned ana the other 
to be desired. As disease is to be 
shunned health is to be desired. 
According to this argument too, 
therefore, it appears that phronesis 
is the most desirable of all things . ... 
For if a man had everything, but 
the thinking part of him was cor
rupted and diseased, life would not 
be desirable for him. The other 
goods would be no benefit to him. 
This is why all men belittle all 

Eth. Eud. I. 5, I2I5b IS. 
About many other things it is 

difficult to judge well, but most 
difficult about that on which judge
ment seems to all easiest and the 
knowledge of it in the power of any 
man-viz. what of all that is f ound 
in living is desirable . ... For there 
are many consequences of life that 
make men fling away life, as disease, 
excessive pain, storms, so that it is 
clear that, if one were given the 
power of choice, not to be born at 
all would, as far at least as these 
reasons go, have been desirable. 
Further, the life we lead as children 
is not desirable, for no one in his 
senses would consent to return again 
to this. Further, many incidents 
involving neither pleasure nor pain 
or involving pleasure but not a 
noble kind are such that, as far as 
they are concerned, non-existence 
is preferable to life. And generally, 
if one were to bring together all 
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other goods so far as they know 
what reason is and are capable of 
tasting it. This is also why none 
of us could endure to be drunk or 
to be a child throughout life. This 
again is why sleep, though extremely 
pleasant, is not desirable, even if 
we suppose that the sleeper experi
ences all the pleasures. · 

Cp. Protr. p. 40, 1. 6: 'It is 
thoroughly slavish to long for 
mere life instead of for the good 
life', a favourite position of Aris
totle's. 

that all men do and experience but 
not willingly because not for its 
own sake, and were to add to this 
an existence of infinite duration, 
one would none the more em account 
of these e~peri.ences choose e~istence 
rather than non-e~istence. But 
further, neither for the pleasure 
of eating alone or that of sex, if all 
the other pleasures were removed 
that knowing or seeing or any other 
sense provides men with, would a 
single mat: value existence, unless he 
were utterly servile, for it i.e; clear 
that to the man making this choice 
there would be no difference 
between being born a brute and 
a man .... We may say the same 
of the pleasure of sleeping. For 
what is the difference between 
sleeping an unbroken sleep from 
one's first day to one's last, say 
for a thousand or any number of 
years, and living the life of a plant? 

It is not chance that these parallel trains of thought are so 
like each other. It is inconceivable that Aristotle unconsciously 
formulated a view that was familiar to him in the same way in 
two different places. All doubts are removed by the quotation 
from the Protrepticus that follows a few lines lower. 

Protr., p. SI, 1. II. Eth. Eud. I. 5, I2I6• II. 
They say that when Anaxagoras 

was asked why one should choose 
to be born and live he answered the 
question thus, 'for the sake of 
viewing the heavens and the things 
in it, stars and moon and sun', 
implying that everything else is 
worthless. 

And so they tell us that Anaxa
goras answered a man who was 
raising problems of this sort and 
asking why one should choose 
rather to be born than not-'for 
the sake of viewing the heavens ) 
and the whole order of the uni
verse'. 

Since the Eudemian Ethics connects this representative of the 
theoretic life very closely with those of the two others, and since 
this passage is dependent on the Protrepticus almost to the very 
words, we are justified in also ascribing what follows to the same 
source, down to I2I6• 27. WeherefindSardanapallussetagainst 
Ana:xagoras as the representative of the life of pleasure, along with 
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Aristotle used to refer to his exoteric dialogues for the matters 
now treated there, namely slavery and the doctrine of the 
three forms of _rule obtaining within the household (master, 
husband, and father). They were fully treated in those works 
a~d. so :'e. read in II!. 6, r.278b 30: 'There is no difficulty i~ 
distmgu1shing the vanous kinds of authority; they have often 
been.de~ed already in the exoteric works.'z He then gives the 
classdicabon exactly as we find it in the first book: the kinds of 
au~hority are master and slave, husband and wife, father and 
child. That he nevertheless refers to a dialogue for this classi
ftcat.ion .can f~il to b.e surprising only if Book III belongs to a 
verswn m wh1ch I d1d not occur. In the final version he con
ceived the plan of filling up this gap by giving a full discussion 
of the matter in an introductory book. It then became neces
sary to insert in the passage quoted a reference to the fact that 
the subject had already been treated in the first book. But the 
old~r. reference to th~ dialogues was not removed, and the juxta
position of the two IS a strange contradiction.2 Aristotle intro
duced another reference to I at a passage in VII where he 
touches on the subject of master and slave ;3 and the remarkable 
relation obtaining between the references in II, III, VII, and 
VIII, and those in IV-VI, already discussed, can also be satis
factorily explained if we bear the development of the work in 
mind.• The reason why II, III, VII, and VIII, the books con-

exclude the possibility that the reference here is to III. 4· Newman (The 
Politics of Aristotle, vol. iv, p. 155) suggests III. 12, 1283a 14 ff. See the next 
note but one. 

1 The ?"ford translation, 'in discussions outside the school', presupposes 
another v1ew of the meaning of 'exoteric', but seep. 249 above. Tr. 

a. Po_l. III. 6, 1~78b 17. If this reference to Book I had been present from the 
begmw~g, and I 1tself ther~fore were as old as III, it would be impossible to see 
why Anst?tle here finds 1t necessary to repeat all over again what he had 
already satd there abo?t the forms of authority, and to appeal to the exoteric 
works for support. It 1s clear from the other references to exoteric works that 
we have here an extract from a dialogue, and that Aristotle introduces it for the 
want of anything better; but this presupposes that at the time of writing III was 
not preceded by I. 

3 Pol. V~I. 3, 1~25,a 30: 'abo~t which I have said enough at the commence
ment. of thts treatise. Here, as m III. 6, 1278b 18, 'the commencement of this 
treatise' does not mean Book III, which is its usual sense in the Politics but 
:Sook I. That is to say, it presupposes the latest revision .. Both references ~ere 
mtroduced on that occasion. That the Politics contains any references not 
inserted by Aristotle himself I cannot admit. 

• See p. 267 above. 
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taining the account of the ideal state, are tied together with a 
network of mutual references, while they do not mention the 
intervening Books IV-VI, is that they were written as one and 
at an earlier time. The same fact also explains why the latest 
and empirical part, and especially IV, frequently takes account 
of the old. 

Let us now attempt to determine more exactly the date of the 
sketch of the ideal state, as against that of the later books and 
of the collection of constitutions. As with the Ethics and the 
Metaphysics, we must start from its connexions with Aristotle's 
early writings- and it is significant that only the older part of 
the Politics shows any such connexions; the later books, IV-VI, 
evince not the ·slightest trace of a relation to the dialogues. 
Unfortunately the material at our disposal for comparison is 
extremely poor. The Protrepticus, the only work that we can 
use, helps us solely in matters where the Politics is directly based 
on the Ethics. The surviving remains contain little that is wholly 
politicaL This misfortune is to some degree counterbalanced, of 
course, by the fact that the connexion between the Politics and 
the Ethics was much closer in the early period than afterwards. 
Later on, while Aristotle still formally preserved the unity of 
the two disciplines, and even systematized them externally into 
one great whole, the ethics of the individual had nevertheless 
been practically completely separated, beneath the surface; from 
its traditional Platonic yokefellow, and a way was already open 
to the independence that it obtained in Hellenistic times. 

We start with the beginning of Book VII, which lays the 
foundation of the ideal state. It is thoroughly Platonic in 
identifying the end of the state with the ethical end of the 
individual; for this is the meaning of the proposition from which 
the inquiry proceeds, that the best state is that which assures 
its citizens of the best life (atpcroo-rcrros, O:punos j3los). In say
ing this Aristotle is by no means subordinating the state to the 
welfare of the individual, as a liberal would do, but is deriving, 
as Plato does, the categories for juc_!ging the value of the state 
from the ethical standards that apply to the soul of the indi
vidual. To say that the 'best life' of the state and of the individual 
are one and the same does not mean for him that things are well 
with the state if everybody has good food and feels comfortable, 
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sacrifice his dearest friend for the sake of half-a-farthing, and 
is as feeble and false in mind as a child or a madman.' The age 
of this passage is clear from its mention of the four Platonic 
virtues, including ihronesis_which is substitutedJOJ: .. s.ophia in 
accordance with Plato's late view. We have seen the same four
fold scheme in the Protrepticus. 1 The importance assigned to it 
is shown by the four examples. That given for the value of 
phronesis can still be found in our fragments of the Protrepticus. 
'No one would choose to live, even if he had the greatest wealth 
and power that man has ever had, if he were deprived of his 
reason and mad, not even if he were going to be constantly 
enjoying the most vehement pleasures.' And later on we read: 
'If a man had everything, but the thinking part of him was cor
rupted and diseased, life would not be desirable for him. The 
other goods would be no benefit to him. This is why all men 
belittle all other goods so far as they know what reason is and 
are capable of tasting it. This also is why none of us could 
endure to be drunk or to be a child throughout life.'2 

This, however, is universally acknowledged, the Politics con
tinues. Men differ only about the degree, that is, about the 
question which sort of good we need most of. 'Some think that 
a very moderate amount of virtue is enough, but set no limit 
to their desires of wealth, property, power, reputation, and the 
like.' Yet 'happiness, whether consisting in pleasure or virtue 
or both [this was the problem of the Philebus and the Protrep
ticus],3 is more often found with those who are most highly 
cultivated in their mind and in their character, and have only a 
moderate share of external goods, than among those who possess 
external goods to a useless extent but are deficient in higher 
qualities.' These words reproduce ideas and phrases charac
teristic of the Protreptict'"s. The man 'most highly cultivated in 
mind' is the counterpart of the man in the ProtreptictlS who is 
'decked in shining raiment' but whose soul is 'in evil state'.• 

I Frg. 52 (p. 62, 11. 2-4 in Rose) and frg. 58 (p. 68, 11. 6-9 in Rose). Compare 
Pol. VII. I, 1323b 33-6, and 15, 1334a 22. 

2 Frg. 55 (p. 65, 11. 4-7 and 15-21 in Rose). 
3 Iamb!. Protr., p. 41, I. 12, and p. 59, I. 27, in Pistelli. 
4 Pol. VII. I, 1323a 36 ff.; cp. frg. 57· The method of determining the parts 

played in happiness by external possessions and by the state of the soul is the 
same in both passages. 
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Aristotle mentions this inner 'state' a few lines lower down in 
the Politics. 'The best state of one thing in relation to another 
corresponds in degree of excellence to the interval between the 
natures of which we say that these very states are states.' 1 The 
Protrepticus expresses the same thing more simply. 'If the state 
of a man's soul is bad neither wealth nor strength nor beauty is 
a good for him. On the contrary, the more the excess in which 
these states are present the more and the greater the harm 
they do to the man who possesses them without phronesis' 
(frg. 57 end). 

External goods must have a limit (1r£pas) ; for they are means, 
and every means is useful for something. Treated as an end in 
itself, a means becomes harmful to the man who makes him
self its slave, or at the least it becomes useless. The more we 
increase inner goods, however, the more useful they are, if the 
epithet 'useful' as well as 'noble' is appropriate to such subjects.z 
Here again the Protrepticus is the source. In that work we read: 
'To look for some result from every piece of knowledge, and to 
demand that it be useful, is to be absolutely ignorant of the 
fundamental difference between goods and necessities, and this 
difference is very great. Such things as we desire for the sake 
of something else, and without which we could not live, should 
be called necessary conditions (avcxyKaia Ka\ owahta); while 
what we desire for its own sake, even if nothing else comes from 
it, is good in the strict sense. For it is not the truth that one 
thing is desirable for the sake of another, and that for the sake 
of another again, and so on to infinity; there is a stop some
where' (cp. Pol. I323b 7, 'external goods have a limit'). In 
general one must not be always asking 'What use is it?' or 'How 
does that help us?'; there is an ideal ('the noble and good') that 
stands above base usefulness.J 'Each one has just so much of 
happiness as he has of virtue and phronesis' -the formula of the 
Eudemian Ethics. 'God is a witness to us of this truth, for he is 
happy and blessed, not by reason of any external good, but in 

1 For Aristotle's tendency in the Protrepticus to express conclusions in the 
manner of formal logic see Iamb!. Protr., p. 43. I. 28, and p. 44, I. 21. Both of 
these examples also refer to the eligible and the more eligible. 

2 Pol. VII. I, 1323b 7-12. 
3 Frg. 58 (p. 68, 1. 19, in Rose). At I. 1 of p. 6g in Rose three lines have 

fallen out after M)'OjllV through a printer's error, cp. Iamb!. Protr. p. 52, 11. 28 ff. 
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constitutions are not lifeless products of chance, which most of 
them are, they are without exception of this character accord
ing to him. I Now his n~eal is constructed as a mean between 
these two radical extremes. The boundless individualism of the 
thoroughgoing Platonist, who prefers absolute freedom to tak
ing part in a despotic state, and wishes neither to rule nor to 
be ruled, is indeed ethically better than the modern state's 
ideal of power, he says, but rule is not necessarily despotism, 
and a large number of men are simply born to be dependent. It 
is also unjustifiable to condemn action and praise inactivity. 
He is incomparably Greek when he declares that there must be 
truth in the view that 'he who does..nothing cannot do well'. 
To the Hellenic mind this was a certainty that required no 
discussion. Clearly Aristotle can combine the philosopher's 
ideal life with this view of the purpose of state and society only 
by representing philosophic contemplation as itself a sort of 
creative 'action'. Here again he is opening up new roads, and 
making a new tie to replace Plato's shattered mythical synthesis 
of knowledge and life. The activity of the creative mind is
building. Aristotle has abandoned the lonely heights of the 
Protrepticus. He now places himself in the midst of active life, 
and comes forward as an architect of thoughts (6 Texis 21tcxvo{cxts 
&px~TEKT(.o)V), to build a state in which this intellectual form of 
action may obtain recognition and become effective as the crown 
of all the human activities that further the common good. z Thus 
he wrestles with the reality, whose nature he now sees more 
clearly, and preserves his youthful ideal. His criticism of the 
fundamental ethical and political principles of the Protrepticus, 
and of its theory of the best life, is as much to the fore in his 
early account of the ideal state as we have found it to be at every 
step in the original Ethics ; and this fact not only proves the 
early date of that account, but also allows us, for the first time, 
to give it its right place in the history of his development. The 
original Politics comes, in fact, at the same stage as the original 
Ethics and the original Metaphysics.3 

1 The two types are described in Pol. VII. 2, 1324a 35 fi. 
~ Pol. VII. 3, esp. 1325b 15 fi. -
' The dependence of Book VII on the PYotrepticus is by no means confined to 

the first three chapters, which are analysed above. For example, it can be 
clearly detected in chapter 15 also. The mention of the four Platonic virtues 

THE ORIGINAL POLITICS 

This gives a fresh meaning to the numerous passages where the 
old sketch of the ideal state refers to the Ethics. They have 
usually been supposed· to apply to the Nicomachean version, 
even when the Eudemian was perfectly possible. There remained, 
indeed, the peculiar fact that some of the chief ones would fit the 
Eudemian only, which was supposed to be by Eudemus ;1 but 
since in these passages the Ethics is not expressly quoted but 
tacitly made use of (which is the ordinary thing), it was possible 
to maintain that it was Eudemus who had the Politics before 
him while writing, and not the other way about. Now that 
we have disproved his authorship and determined the age of 
the Ethics called after him, the real relation becomes clear. If the 
sketch of the ideal state must, in view of its close relation to the 
Protrepticus, have been written during the forties of the fourth 
century, it is self-evident that it cannot have used any Ethics 
but the original one. In VII. 13, for example, it quotes a long 
account of the right relation between means and end.2 The 
source of this admittedly cannot be the Nicomachean Ethics. 
Nor is it possible to suppose that these ethical reflections first 
appeared in the Politics, where they are only mentioned in pas
sing, whereas the Eudemian Ethics gives them in their original 

there (I334a 2z ff.) is sufficient to show that tl)is whole sketch of the stat«.> 
belongs to a very early date, and the topic on the necessity of philosophy and 
of the moral virtues upon the islands of the blest is directly borrowed from the 
Protyepticus (frg. 58). Thence comes also the invective against persons who 
are unable to use the goods of life (frg. 55), which follows this topic. So do the 
statements at the end of the chapter about the relation between body and soul, 
and about the parts of the soul (Iambl. PYotY. p. 51, 1. x8-p. 52, I. 2). 'The 
deficiencies of nature are what art and education seek to fill up' (VII. 17, 
1337a 2) is verbally copied from Iambl. Pl'otY., p. 50, 11. 1-2. • Nature has given 
older men wisdom' (VII. 9, 13293 15) comes from p. 51, 11. 24 ff. 

1
• Bendixen was the first to point out (Philologus, vol. xi (1856), pp. 575 ff.). 

agamst Spengel's view that the Eudemian Ethics was written by Eudemus, that 
t~ere are several passages where the Politics shows a remarkable connexion with 
tne Eudemian Ethics. He did not, however, venture to infer definitely that 
Speng_el's declaration of spuriousness was untenable. In the GOttingen dis
sertation (1909) that I have already mentioned Von der MUh11 reopened the 
dtsc~ss10n of Bendixen's observations (p. 19), but did not examine them in 
de_t~tl. Now, however, that we have adequately established the Aristotelian 
on!:l'tn of the Eudemian Ethics by another path, and determined that it was 
w_ntten while he was moving away from Plato, it is necessary to take a new 
vtew of Bendixen's material. 

• Pol. VII. IJ, 1331b 26. Cp. Eth. Et4d. II. II, 1227b 19. That the passage is 
borrowed from the Ethics is rendered certain by the fact that this chapter 
expressly refers to • the Ethics • in two other places (I332a 8 and 2 I). 
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followed by his friends throughout Greece. Alexander's prompt 
suppression of the 'rebellion' seemed to have restored peace and 
obedience, until the report that he had been killed while cam
paigning on the Danube caused the nationalist party to rise 
once more (335) and proclaim freedom and autonomy.1 Once 
again they were very quickly sobered. Alexander stormed 
Thebes and razed it to the ground, a warning to the other Greeks. 
Only with the utmost difficulty did Athens escape the degrading 
order to deliver up Demosthenes and all the nationalist leaders. 
These persons now disappeared from the public scene. The feeling 
against Macedon grew considerably less tense. Alexander with
drew in October, 335· In May, 334, he crossed into Asia Minor 
and defeated the Persian satraps on the Granicus. 

About this time Aristotle came to Athens as the flower of 
Greek intellect, the outstanding philosopher, writer, and teacher, 
the friend of the most powerful ruler of the time, whose rapidly 
rising fame raised him with it even in the eyes of persons who 
stood too far from him to understand his own importance. His 
intention to return to the place of his growth may have been 
developed during his last years in Macedonia, when he was living 
in the retirement of research. It was his recollection of Plato 
that made him see in this return something more than a mere 
outward condition of any really wide influence. He thereby 
announced himself publicly to all the world as the successor of 
Plato. It is true that the Academy was estranged from him. 
After the death of Speusippus (339/8) the members had chosen 
Xenocrates as their head.1 For Aristotle it was out of the ques
tion to re-enter a society now led by a former companion of such 
different intellectual interests, anxious though he was to pre
serve a good external understanding with that venerable man. 
We do not in fact hear of any qucrrrel (probably many persons 
attended lectures in both places), but from this moment the 
Academy surrendered the lead to the new school, which Aris
totle opened first in the corridors of the palaestra in the Lyceum, 
and afterwards plcsumably outside it in a nearby space, with 
suitable rooms, in front of the gate of Diochares in the east 
of the town, a spot that had been a meeting-place of sophists 

1 Arrian I. 7, z: 'promising freedom (and autonomy), ancient and noble 
names.' • Ind. Acad. Hercul., col. vi, p. 38 (Mekler). 
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for decades. So long as Aristotle remained within the walls of 
Athens that dethroned queen of cities was once more, and for 
the last time, the intellectual centre of the Hellenic world, the 
metropolis of Greek learning. When he and Theophrastus died 
it was all over. Thereafter the centre of gravity lay in Alex
andria. Aristotle the non-Athenian in Athens, at once the intel
lectual leader of the nation and the stronghold of Macedonian 
influence in what had formerly been the leading city of the Attic 
empire-that is the symbol of the new age. 

Aristotle founded his new home of learning under the protec- ,. 
tion of his powerful Macedonian friend Antipater, whom Alex
ander had left behind as regent and commander-in-chief in 
Macedon and Greece. It is much to be regretted that we have 
lost his correspondence with this important man, who seems to 
have been more intimate with him than any one else after the 
death of Hermias. Since Antipater came from a totally different 
environment, and was no scholar, their friendship must have 
been based on some profound kinship of character. This explains 
how a relationship that began in the court of Philip, at a time 
when Aristotle was in high favour with the king and with 
Alexander, could outlast Alexander's fickle kindness and forge 
a lifelong bond that did not let Antipater go even when his 
philosophical friend was dead. Aristotle appointed him the 
executor of his last wishes in his will. The few remaining frag
ments of their letters speak the language of unhesitating mutual 
trust. We may infer that Aristotle and his circle were at one 
with the political intentions of Macedon, since during the years 
334/23 Antipater was governing the domestic affairs of Greece 
with authority virtually absolute. 

The Macedonian party at Athens, which was particularly 
strong among the rich, could now come forth into the open with
out danger. Mutual distrust had assumed frightful proportions 
among the citizenry, and it was still easy for the nationalists 
to stage and win oratorical contests like that between Demo
sthenes and Aeschines about the crown, and thereby to get the 
masses temporarily on their side. They were powerless, however, 
against the Macedonian lances, and they no longer had the sup
port of the educated, to whose indifference, in fact, the shipwreck 
of Demosthenes' efforts was mainly due. To the intellectual 

L 
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during the following months until his own death. An affection 
of the stomach from which he suffered put an end to his life 
shortly afterwards, in his sixty-third year. It seems that he was 
aware of the approach of death, for the will that we possess was 
drawn up in Chalcis. 1 He was not spared the news that the 
Delphians, who had accorded him honours for his list of Pythian 
victors, were revoking them now that his royal patron was dead; 
but even the confusions of this time could not permanently 
disturb the peace of his soul, specially sensitive though he was 
to man's misfortunes.z 

A word about his private life during these last years. His 
guardian Proxenus and his fostermother had long been dead. 
He had adopted their son Nicanor and made himself a father 
to him. Nicanor was an officer on Alexander's staff. In the 
year 324 the king sent him to Greece as the bearer of an important 
message. He it was who had to announce to the Hellenes 
assembled at Olympia for the national festival that Alexander 
claimed divine honours. By his will Aristotle bequeathed to 
Nicanor the hand of his daughter Pythias, who was still a minor, 
a child of the long dead Pythias. After the death of his wife he 
had taken a certain Herpyllis into his house, by whom he had 
a son called Nicomachus. In his will he is careful to provide 
faithfully for them all, and also for his students. There is some
thing affecting in the spectacle of the exile putting his affairs 
in order. He is constantly calling to mind his home in Stagira 
and the lonely house of his parents far away, the figures of his 
foster parents, his only brother Arimnestus, whom he lost early, 
and his mother, whom he could picture only as he had seen her 
when a child. His desire is that his mortal remains be not 
divided from the bones of his wife Pythias, as was also her last 
wish. Between the lines of the sober practical dispositions in this 
last document we read a strange language, such as is not to be 
found in the wills of the other heads of the Peripatetic school, 

J It speaks of Chalcis and Stagira as being the only possible places for 
Herpyllis to live, and does not mention Athens (Diog. L. V. 14). It also regards 
as uncertain where Aristotle is to be buried (V. r6), which would undoubtedly 
have been different if the arrangements had been made at Athens during quiet 
times. 

z Frg. 666 in Rose (letter to Antipater): 'About the voting at Delphi and 
their depriving me of my honours my feeling is that I am sorry but not 
extremely sorry.' The tone of this fragment is very genuine. 
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which are also preserved. It is the warm tone of true humanity, 
and at the same time the sign of an almost terrifying gulf 
between him and the persons by whom he was surrounded. These 
words were written by a lonely man. A trace of this remains in 
an extremely moving confession that he makes in a letter of this 
last period, words that have an inimitably personal fragrance. 
'The more solitary and isolated I am, the more I have come to 
love myths.' Within the noisy house there sits an old man living 
entirely to himself, a hermit, to use his own expression, a self 
withdrawn into itself, a person who in his happy moments loses 
himself in the profound wonderland of myth. 1 His austere and 
reserved personality, carefully hidden from the outside world 
behind the immovable ramparts of learning, here reveals itself 
and raises the veil of its secret. As with most ancient person
alities, we know just enough of Aristotle's to realize that we 
cannot really know anything about it. So much, however, we 
do see, that this full life was not exhausted, as a superficial eye 
might suppose, by all its science and research. His 'theoretic 
life' was rooted in a second life, hidden and profoundly personal, 
from which that ideal derived its force. The picture of Aristotle 
as nothing but a scientist is the reverse of the truth. This was 
precisely the age in which the self began to be emancipated from 
the chains of the objective side of life, when it felt more con
sciously than ever before that it could not be satisfied with 
external creation alone. At this time the private side of life 
withdrew from the turmoil of action into its quiet corner and 
made itself at home there. The private side of individuals 
also awoke and locked the door against uninvited guests. The 
absolutely objective form in which Aristotle always presented 
himself to the outside world was already based on a conscious 
separation of personal from externalized activities. Only a little 
later the rapidly swelling torrent of subjectivity burst its dam 

1 Frg. 668 in Rose. According to Aristotle myth and philosophy are closely 
connected. This was a problem that he took over from Plato. Metaph. A 2, 
98zb 17: 'A man who is puzzled and wonders thinks himself ignorant. Hence 
even the lover of myth is in a sense a lover of Wisdom, for the myth is composed 
of wonders.' It is of course one thing to see elements of philosophy in the 
love of myth, and another when the philosopher, as Aristotle does in this 
fragment, indulges himself by returning at the end of his long struggle with 
the problems to the half-hidden, illogical, obscure, but suggestive, language 
of myth. 
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which is thereafter pursued through all its characteristic mani
festations. All sorts of traces indicate that the series only 
gradually attained to its present completeness.I The conjunc
tion of these more general physiological preliminaries with the 
zoological works to form a comprehensive picture of the organic 
world, as we now have it, gives us an artistic pedagogical struc
ture which did not appear in this form until the last period. 
The question is how far the psychology itself shares in the general 
development that we have already sketched, and whether we can 
discover any data for the construction of a chronology of this 
work and of the so-called Parva Naturalia. 

In this connexion the third book Qn the Soul, which contains 
the doctrine of N1ts, stands out as peculiarly Piatonic and not 
very scientific. Thisdoctrine is anolm permanent element 
of Aristotle's philosophy, one of the main roots of his meta
physics. The treatment of it in this work goes deeply into 
metaphysics. On and around it the psycho-physical theory of 
the soul was subsequently constructed, as it appears, without, 
however, bri<;lging the gulf between the two parts whose intel
lectual heritages were so different. It might be objected that 
this twofold character pervades Aristotle's whole philosophy 
and must have been inherent in it from the beginning. Against 
this view it must be said that the doctrine of Nus was a tradi
tional element inherited from Plato, who, however, had no 
psycho-physics or only slight beginnings of one, and that, while 
we find a developed theory of Nus even in the earliest works of 
Aristotle of which we can have exact knowledge, as is consistent 
with the general speculative tendency of his first Platonizing 
philosophy, we do not find any trace of empirical psychology in 
those works. The latter pursuit is entirely his own invention. 
Hence it is certainly not an accident that his ethics, for example, 
is built on a very primitive theory of the soul, namely the 
division of it into a rational and an irrational part. This vener
able doctrine, appearing in Aristotle as early as the Protrepticus, 
is simply Plato's. For practical reasons he left it undisturbed 
in later days, although his psychology had advanced a long way 
in the meantime and he no longer recognized parts of the soul 

1 See Brandis, Griechisch-romische Philosophie, vol. ii b 2, pp. II92 ff., and 
my article 'Das Pneuma im Lykeion', Hermes, vol. xlviii, p. 42. 
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t all. In ethics it remained convenient to work with the old 

:deas, and no errors followed serious eno~gh ~o vitiate the 
thical result; Plato's old system was ingramed m the founda

~ions of his ethics for good and all. Nevertheless he thinks it 
necessary to apologize for thus simplifying his probl.em.1 T~e 
structure of his ethics would probably have been d1fferent 1£, 
when its foundations were being laid, his psychology had already 
reached the level at which we know it. This contrast of levels 
can still be pointed out in definite details. The way in which the 
Eudemus develops Plato's theory of Recollection, and the belief 
in personal immortality as we find it there and even in the 
dialogue On Philosophy (that is, even at the beginning of 
the middle period), are incompatible with the psycho-physics of 
the work On the Soul as it has come down to us. They presuppose 
t~e persistence after death of precisely that part of human 
consciousness which according to the philosopher's later view 
is bound up with the body.2 Moreover, we have to recognize 
that the ethics of the middle period, with its theological notion 
of clairvoyance and of prophecy, is still on the same level as the 
dialogue On Philosophy, whereas the work On the Interpretation 
of Dreams, which belongs to the series of physiological inquiries 
attached to the books On the Soul, represents a complete break 
with this Platonizing view. The state of mind here is completely 
non-ethical and purely scientific; and more important than the 
fact that Aristotle rejects his previous view is the method on the 
basis of which he rejects it. He even introduces considerations 
drawn from the psychology of animals, a clear sign of the changed 
spirit of this new and completely unmystical attitude.J Now the 

' In the Eudemian Ethics Aristotle is still confidently basing his doctrine 
of virtue on the old schematic division of the soul into 'two parts that share 
in reason' (II. 1, 1219b 28), just as he does in the Protrepticus, which he is here 
following word for word (see above, p. 249). On the other hand, the corre
sponding passage of the later version (Eth. Nic. I. 13, noz• 23 ff.) apolo
getically insists that the statesman and the practical man, in order to judge 
questions of virtue correctly, need a minimum (only that!) of psychological 
knowledge. 'To refi!le further is perhaps more laborious than the matters in 
hand demand. Moreover, some points concerning virtue are sufficiently 
explained in the exoteric works, and they should be consulted.' Then comes 
the doctrine, traditional at this point, of the rational and the irrational parts 
0 .f the soul, but with a short reference to the problematic nature of the concep
tion of 'parts of the soul'. Accordingly this phrase is purposely avoided in what 
follows. 1 See above, pp. 50 ff. 

3 In this extremely interesting essay Aristotle tries to give a natural explanation 
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that could be exerted on civic reality by this exclusive ideal of 
intellectual aristocracy. The attempt to impose it on the whole 
life of the nation could only lead to a complete renunciation of 
reality, since reality showed itself unable to adopt it. The 
tendency to renounce the world, together with a pitchblack 
pessimism about its goods and a pitiless criticism of its un
intellectual society, is strikingly obvious in Aristotle's early 
work. Against this foil his metaphysico-religious optimism 
stands out all the more clearly, shining over all the worthlessness 
and all the misery of this world, striving with the pure intellect 
beyond this realm of appearances towards the beckoning goal of 
immortal life. The lasting impression that Aristotle received 
from this Platonic view of things cannot be doubted by any one 
who has followed its influence through his later development, but 
we must also bear in mind the background that is hidden from 
us by this typical Academic view. In this school began the move
ment that culminated in Aristotle's ethics, and even his dialogues 
betray something of the penetrating conceptual analysis that 
brought it into being. Men sought to understand the high ideal 
of the philosophic life by means of the nature of the human spirit 
itself, and in so doing, although they might at first, owing to the 
lack of analytical psychology, seem to find confirmation of their 
belief in the primacy of the knowing mind over the other parts 
of the soul, they at any rate stumbled on the problem of the 
different 'parts' of the soul, and on the task of doing justice to 
the irrational parts also, that is to say, of including them in the 
process of assimilating the spirit to God. In the Philebus as in 
the Protrepticus other 'lives' appear besides the philosophical. 
and an attempt is made to relate them. A question like that of 
the part played by pleasure in the pure philosophic life leads 
to the investigation of the motives of moral action; and the 
pedagogical idea of Plato's old age, which was to train up the 
young to the good by accustoming them early to feel pleasure in 
the good and displeasure at the bad, is already close to Aristotle's 
ethics, according to which an act is good only when accompanied 
by joy in the good. The problem of character must also have been 
worked out in the Academy, since Xenocrates divided philosophy 
into logic, physics, and ethics or the study of character. Plato's 
later dialogues show signs of a theory of the will and of moral 
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responsibility, which proves that Aristotle was not the first 
person to attain a philosophical mastery of this question so 
much discussed in Greek criminal law. When Aristotle examines 
and rejects definitions of such words as choice, happiness, and 
pleasure, he probably takes them all from discussions in the 
Academy. The intellectualization of Plato's early metaphors 
and the inauguration of ethics as a separate study were already 
in full swing in that school. Aristotle is merely the Platonist who 
carried out these tendencies with the greatest definiteness. 

Aristotle was not a moral lawgiver in Plato's manner. This 
was neither within the compass of his nature nor allowed by the 
advance of the problems. Though his ethics was at first saturated 
with the idea of the divine norm, and regarded all life as the 
service and knowledge of God, even in his earliest work the new 
element reveals another direction, namely the analysis of the 
forms of the moral life as they actually are. He abandons Plato's 
theory of virtue for a theory of living types, adequate to the rich 
variety of the moral life in all conceivable manifestations, in
cluding economics, society, class-relationships, law, and business. 
Between this realistic study of civic life, and the lofty ideas 
handed down from Plato's religious philosophy, which form the 
framework of the whole, there is great tension. Although 
Aristotle explains the types of the just man, the brave, the proud, 
the liberal, and the magnificent, by means of a single formal 
conception of virtue, the principle of the proper mean, and 
although he develops his types not by pure description but by 
a dialectical construction in which every feature is logically 
connected with the others, the content is taken from experience 
and the types themselves arise from factual relationships as they 
are actually given. The introductory discussion of the funda
mental nature of virtue is orientated with regard to the ques
tion of moral intention and its cultivation. This was a decided 
step forward; the essence of moral value is now developed out 
?f the subjective self, and the sphere of the will is marked off as l, 
Its peculiar realm. This really gives the virtue of character ; 
pre-eminence over that of the intellect, and hence the larger part 
of the discussion is devoted to it, although Aristotle is still far 
from making a fundamental division between the two. The 
theory of ethical virtue now becomes to a certain extent an 



APPENDIX II 

ON THE ORIGIN AND CYCLE OF THE PHILOSOPHIC 
IDEAL OF LIFE 

THE memory of the earliest Greek thinkers lived on in the literature 
of the succeeding centuries through the permanent association of 
their names with particular opinions and questions, while their 
writings, in so far as they left any, went early to destruction. But 
besides this doxographical tradition, as it is called, which was com
mitted to writing and sifted in the works which Aristotle's school 
devoted to the history of philosophy, and above all in Theophrastus' 
great Opinions of the Physicists, there survived also another sort of 
remembrance of them, sprung from an entirely different source. 
From this point of view -the earliest figures in the history of philo
sophy were not persons who held more or less primitive and long 
superseded views on all sorts of strange questions, but the venerable 
archetypes and representatives of the form of intellectual life that is 
characteristic of the philosophic man in all ages, and ~hat seemed to 
be incorporated with special purity and impressiveness in its earliest 
pioneers. This tradition had only general and typical traits to tell 
of those old thinkers, and therefore found expression characteristically 
in the form of anecdotes and apophthegms. But, as these typical 
traits became connected with the names of individuals who were thus 
known and identified, there arose alongside the impersonal tradition 
of their opinions a picture of the earliest philosophers that com
pensated the later centuries for their lack of all information about 
their human personalities, and was often taken for genuine historical 
tradition. These stories are related to us by later philosophers, from 
Plato on, with reverence and wonder. 

Originally, however, they certainly arose in part from a wholly 
different motive, namely the people's amazement at a new type of 
man, the unworldly and withdrawn student and scholar who expresses 
himself in these anecdotes with paradoxes and freakish peculiarities. 
Such is Plato's story of Thales falling into a well while observing the 
sky, and being mocked by a witty Thracian servant-girl-that is to 
say, by the most uneducated sort of person a Greek could imagine
because 'he wants to discover what there is in the sky, but he doesn't 
even see what is lying at his own feet' .1 Herds of cattle devoured the 
crops of Democritus, says Horace in his Letters,2 while his quick mind 
roved far away from his body. In the division of his rich patemal 

1 Plato, Theaet. 114 A (Diels, Vors.s II, A g). 
2 Horat. Ep. I. 12, 12 (and the parallel passages in Diels, Vors.6 68, A 15). 
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inheritance his brothers led him by the nose, because he wished to be 
paid in cash in order to make long journeys. He was not given the 
full worth of his share, and what he did receive he spent on his travels 
to Egypt and to the Chaldees. While his father was alive he used to 
shut himself up in a little garden-house that was sometimes also used 
as a stable. He entirely failed to notice one day that his father had 
tied up an ox for sacrifice there, and remained peacefully under the 
same roof with it until the beast was fetched to the slaughter and 
Democritus' attention was drawn to his remarkable society.' 

That stories of this sort were by no means merely the expression 
of a deep and sympathetic admiration of unusual intellectual con
centration, but also give the folk's mocking view of absentminded 
scholars, is sharply brought out in the case of Thales by the comple
ment that Aristotle gives us to the anecdote of the astronomer who 
pitched into the well. This is the tale of a smart business manceuvre 
that Thales carried through with brilliant success in order to show 
those who despised science that one can make a lot of money with 
·meteorology if one sets one's mind to it. Expecting an unusually 
good olive harvest, he hired all the presses in the country round; 
when the great harvest arrived and no one had a press, he leased 
them to their owners at a high price.2 Aristotle, with his usual keen 
critical sense, remarks that this is obviously a typical story, attributed 
to Thales merely because he was known to be wise. He also correctly 
describes the purpose of the attribution: to make it palpably evident 
that the truth is not that science is useless but that scientists are not 
interested in using it to enrich themselves. The typical character of 
many of these stories comes out above all in the fact that they are 
told of several persons. Thus Anaxagoras is also supposed to have 
neglected his inheritance, like Democritus; when his relatives called 
him to account, he replied: 'Look after it yourselves', and with these 
words he freely handed over to them all his goods and chattels, in 
order to be able to live for study alone.3 Here the anecdote has taken 
on a more affecting character, instead of the good-humoured mockery 
that colours the Democritean version. The distracted philosopher, 
absentmindedly letting his cattle devour his grain, has become a 
great and independent spirit who consciously despises external goods 
~nd h~roically rejects them. The same spirit informs an apophthegm 
m whtch Anaxagoras, asked what he lives for, gives the proud answer: 
'To observe and study the sun and the moon and the sky.'4 Equally 

68
1 

Demetrius, in Men of the Same Name, according to Diog. IX. 35-6 ( V ors.' 
, A I). 
2 A. 
, nst. Pol. I. II, 1259• 6 (Vors.s II, A xo). 
4 D~og. II. 7 (Vors.s 59, Ax). 

D!og. II. xo (Vors. 6 59, Ax). The utterance occurs in another form in 
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heroic are the utterances that tradition ascribes to him when he was 
condemned by the Athenian court and when his son died. They are 
meant to show that the heart of the true student is not in perishable 
things, not even in the highest human goods, in civilized life and wife 
and child.' The anecdote that Anaxagoras, when accused of not 
caring for his country, pointed to heaven and cried: 'I care greatly 
for my country', is intended to bear witness to the complete with
drawal of the philosopher from that political life in which the Greek 
of the classical period was wholly absorbed.2 

The time and place at which these stories arose are obscure. For 
those which, like the anecdote of the absentminded astronomer, 
express the feeling of the masses rather than the opinion of an indi
vidual, we have absolutely nothing to go on. With the last mentioned 
tales, however, the situation is somewhat different. These owe their 
coinage entirely to men of a definite class, men who were themselves 
full of the ethos of what was later called the 'theoretic life', and made 
themselves a sort of symbol for it in the striking utterances of the 
wise men of old. And this implies that, at the time when these 
anecdotes arose, the 'theoretic life' was not merely being lived by 
isolated exceptional men following their natural instinct, but had 
already become a conscious philosophical ideal. But this can cer
tainly not be said of the earlier Pre-Socratic philosophers of nature. 
The ideal of the 'life' dedicated to knowledge was created by Plato, 
whose ethics describes several opposed types of 'life' and culminates 
in the 'choice of the best life'. 3 In itself, indeed, it is perfectly pos
sible that a student like Anaxagoras, living in such an exclusively 
political society as the Athens of Pericles, should come to realize the 

Arist. Eth. Eua. I. 5. 12168 II. We are to understand in the same way the 
purposely obscure answer of Anaxagoras to the question: Who is the happiest 
man ? : 'None of those whom you suppose, but someone who would seem 
absurd to you.' Cf. Arist. Eth. Eud. I. 4. 1215b 6 (Vors.• 59, A 30). 

1 Diog. II. 13 (Vors.• 59, A 1). 

• Diog. II. 7 (Vors.• 59, A 1). 
3 In an Academy address that is charming and full of feeling (Vita Ccm

templaJiva, Ber. Heidelb. Akad. 1920, 8), Franz Boll has set down a series of 
representatives of this 'life', beginning with Thales, Heraclitus, and Anaxa
goras. Plato and Aristotle are merely touched on. Their influence on later 
men receives more of its due. Boll was far removed from the question that 
forms the starting-point of our examination: How far are our reports of the 
earlier thinkers and their 'life' a real historical tradition ? When they ascribe 
the conscious ideal of the 'theoretic life' to Pre-Socratic philosophers, is that 
historically credible or is it a mere reflection of a later 'life' ethics ? The whole 
tradition needs to be re-examined from this point of view, now that the develop
ment of philosophical ethics and 'life' doctrine from Plato to Aristotle and his 
pupils has been put in the right light. This gives us a fixed point that is also a 
focus for the history of the origin of the tradition concerning the history of 
philosophy. This, then, must be our starting-point. 

THE PHILOSOPHIC IDEAL OF LIFE 

separateness of his detached existence. Euripides already com
mended the quiet life of the student of nature, removed from the 
political machinery/ and depicted in his Antiope the tragic conflict 
between the 'musical' and the practical man.1 But Plato was the 
first to introduce the theoretical man as an ethical problem into 
philosophy and to justify and glorify his life. Seen from Plato's 
position, the existence of this type in earlier times either had to 
appear as a mere paradox, a curiosity of human nature lacking all 
moral basis, or else the early representatives of this type, like Thales 
and Anaxagoras, had to be posthumously provided with Plato's 
legitimation and Plato's moral and emotional views of the' theoretic 
life'. The latter can be shown to have been what occurred. All stories 
that make the older philosophers conscious followers of the ideal of 
the 'theoretic life' either come directly from Plato's school or arose 
soon afterwards under the influence of the Platonic ideal. The effect 
of the Platonic philosophy in forming tradition, and of its direct heir 
the Peripatetic school, would repay a connected examination. But 
the result is a foregone conclusion: the whole picture that has come 
down to us of the history of early philosophy was fashioned during 
the two or three generations from Plato to the immediate pupils of , 
Aristotle. Along with the philosophy of these two schools it has 
remained a foundation-stone in the historical structure of our culture. 
And one of the most instructive examples of this rule is the reflection 
of the idP.al of life as conceived during this flowering of Greek philo
sophy in the picture of the old Pre-Socratic thinkers and their 'life'. 
We are even still in a position to see that the great and apparently 
irreconcilable contradictions in the traditional account of the early 
thinkers are a necessary consequence of the fluctuations to which 
men's views of the 'best life' were subjected in the time from Plato 
to Aristotle and his pupils. To understand the development of the 
ethical problem, and of the 'life' problem in particular, during this 
~riod, is to clear up the creation of our tradition concerning the 
lives of the earliest philosophers. The present inquiry must therefore 
begin with the significance of the 'life' problem for the Platonic 
philosophy, and follow its development in some detail. First I must 
recall certain fundamental points from my Aristotle and carry them 
farther. 

' Eur. frg. 910 Nauck. 
1 

Plato in Gorgias, 484 E and 485 E ff., makes Callicles quote lines from 
Ant10pe as part of his campaign against a onesidedly philosophical life. It is 
true that Euripides depicts Amphion as a musical rather than as a scientific 
man. But the similarity lies in their being both unpolitical, and so Plato could 
make Callicles use against Socrates the lines of Zethus against Amphion. (Plato, 
although he believed in the political mission of Socrates, never denied that his 
teacher was an unpolitical man in the sense of ordinary party politics.) 
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The pure &ooplfl or 'theory' of the early physicists arose in Ionia. 
It was one of the most remarkable flowers of that late Ionian culture 
which was rendered increasingly unpolitical by the predominance 
of the mercantile atmosphere and later by foreign rule, and which 
by its great individual freedom facilitated the appearance of the type 
within the civic community of the polis. The down-to-earth Attic 
mentality with its tight political organization of life left no room for 
such special activities of individuals. Down to Plato's day and beyond 
it remained as unfriendly and reserved towards pure science as did 
later the Roman senatorial class. This hard earth was bound to give 
rise to the social tragedy of the' unpolitical person', which Euripides 
first brought to light. The tension between the duties of a citizen and 
the leisure of a student, between action and knowledge, was here 
logically bound to increase into an enmity towards science on the 
part of the pure political man and a flight from politics on the part 
of the philosopher. Here alone, too, on Attic soil could Plato venture 
his profound attempt to reconcile the theoretic life and the political 
life without compromise, by giving science and philosophy a new 
subject, namely the state, and by making the highest norms and laws 
of social action their chief problem, on whose solution hung the 
welfare of the 'state itself'. In his earliest writings, where he pre
sented Socrates to his contemporaries as the one true statesman 
whom they needed, because he had turned their eyes to the decisive 
question of the knowledge of the highest norm, 1 we find admittedly 
as yet no trace of the ideal of the theoretic life as Plato later pro
claimed it. In those days his ideal both of logos and of 'life' was still 
embodied exclusively in Socrates; and there is the most obvious 
contrast between Socrates and the type of the unworldly pure 
scientist, the 'mind astronomizing and geometrizing', as set up for 
model in the famous digression in Plato's Theaetetus.: But Socrates' 
moral problem was for Plato a problem of knowledge from the begin
ning. Within the question of the right moral insight, of phronesis as 
Socrates had said in accordance with the prevailing Greek usage, was 
hidden the still deeper question of the essence of knowledge in 
general and of the true nature of being; and the detour through these 
fundamental questions, which Plato believed he must take in order 

1 See my Platos Stelltmg im Aufbau der griechischen Bildung (Berlin, 1928), 
p. 40 of the separate edition. . 

• Socrates is by no means lacking in 'theoretical' traits, although he hkes 
most to be where people are thronging, in the wrestling-school or the mark~t
place. But though Boll, op. cit., p. 9, refers to his neglect of his domestic affa•rS 
and his withdrawal from common politics, or to his 'I shall not cease from 
philosophizing' in the Apology (29 o), there is a great gulf between Socrates' 
sort of reflective concentration and the type of scholar depicted in Theaetetus 
(173 E). See above, p. 15. 
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to answer the Socratic question, led him more and more into a general 
doctrine of knowledge and being, and compelled him to add to his 
structure of theoretical science even the branches of mathematics and 
astronomy that he found existing. So phronesis was filled with the 
contents of this sophia, and out of the Socratic aporia and elenchus 
there grew a 'theoretic life' devoted to the purest research. In 
Theaetetus, where the alliance between philosophy and mathematics 
is specially prominent, Socrates sings a veritable hymn to the life of 
the student, and paints an ideal picture of this life in colours bor
rowed from the type of the astronomer and mathematician. That is 
the context in which Thales is cited as the perfect example of a 
philosopher unconcerned about practical and political life, and the 
story is told how he fell in the well while observing the stars. It is 
strange that this praise of geometry and astronomy is here sung by 
Socrates, whom Plato had once in the Apology made to say that of 
such high matters he understood neither much nor little but just , 
precisely nothing.• It is clear that Plato himself was aware that with 
this latest picture of Socrates in Theaetetus he had reached the limit 
of what artistic freedom could justify in the way of transforming the 
historical Socrates. The new ideal of the theoretic life, and the type 
of pure speculative science on which it was based, demanded some 
other symbol, some other archegete than Socrates, who had hitherto 
been the leading figure in Plato's dialogues. And so in the Sophist 
and the Statesman, the two works written after Theaetetus and linked 
therewith, the leaders of the discussion are the two venerable repre
sentatives of Eleatic dialectic, Parmenides and Zeno; and Socrates 
has to be content with a subordinate role. Similarly in Timaeus the 
figure of the Pythagorean of that name is made the spokesman of 
Plato's cosmology. The ideal of the theoretic life, as realized in 
Plato's Academy at that time, was proclaimed in a work by the 
young Aristotle, the Protreptict4S, which I have assessed in detail in a 
previous chapter.: It shows the changed attitude of the Academy to 
Socrates and his problems, that 'metaphysics', which was then for 
Plato's school the central question, and which had not yet obtained 
a precise name of its own, is indicated in the Protrepticus by the 
following circumlocution: 'the science of truth, as introduced lzy ......._ _ 
Anaxagoras and Parmenides '. Evidently the names of the old 
thinkers are here used simply as a substitute for pure theoretical 
philosophy, as whose representatives they were reckoned in this 
circle.3 As I showed, too, the Academy also gave rise to that picture 
of Pythagoras, so determinative for later antiquity, which first takes 

1 Plato, A pol. 19 D. 
• See the chapter on the ProlrepliCitS, above, pp. So ff. 
3 Arist. frg. 52 (p. 59, 3 Rose). 
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form for us in the well known story told by Plato's pupil Heraclides 
of Pontus. He said that Pythagoras was the first to use the words 
'philosophy' and 'philosopher' and to explain the nature of the 
philosopher by means of the famous comparison with the 'pure' 
spectators of the games at Olympia. The comparison depends on the 
ambiguity of the word 6ewpeiv, which means both watching a 
spectacle and contemplation and research in the 'theoretical' sense. 
Since Aristotle in the Protrepticus also compares the activity of the 
student absorbed in pure science to the gaze of the 6ewpo! or on
lookers at Olympia, it is clear that this analogy for the theoretical 
life had become classical in the Academy. The retroactive attribu
tion of this ideal of philosophic life to Pythagoras as its founder is con
nected with the high esteem in which the Academicians held this man 
and the Pythagoreans ; for they came more and more to see in them 
the real historical pattern of their own mathematicizing philosophy. 
It is a useless labour of love to want to save this pleasant story for 
the historical Pythagoras, to whom at just this time an abundance 
of apocryphal traits and anecdotes was attributed, and about whose 
life and utterances a whole literature of a purely legendary character 
arose in a short period. 1 We do better to follow the example of Aris-

' See my Aristotle, above. p. g8. Burnet, Early Greek Philosophy•, p. 98, 
seems inclined to consider Heraclides' story historical, and to carry back to 
Pythagoras the doctrine of the three 'lives' (the 'apolaustic ', the 'political', 
and the 'theoretic') which it presupposes, and which we find in Aristotle's two 
Ethics. But neither the name of Heraclides, who was a byword for romancing, 
nor the story itself speaks in favour of this. The doctrine of the 'lives' is found 
in Aristotle as well as Heraclides, and they both owe it to the Academy (see 
Plato's Republic IX, 581 c ff.). X or does the tale contain any other 'Pytha
gorean' element that points at all beyond the Platonic doctrine. \Vhen Cicero 
(Tusc. V. 9; other accounts in Diog. VIII. 8, Iamb!. l-'it. Pythag., p. 58) tells us 
that Heraclides' account included the feature that, as celebrants come from 
various cities to take part in the great Greek panegyris, so men have wandered 
into this life from another one, that is nothing but Plato's well known doctrine 
of the soul. We cannot infer from it that the doctrine of the three 'lives' was 
Pythagorean, on the ground that the transmigration of souls is a demonstrably 
Pythagorean view. Certainly there was a 'Pythagorean way of life', in the 
same sense as there was an 'Orphic way of life'; but that is something quite 
different from a division and classification of 'lives' such as we find in Plato 
and Aristotle. The 'lives' are three because there are..i}u:ee TiA'l or purposes 
in life in which according to Plato and Aristotle various men place their happi
ness, namely either pleasure or virtue or phronesis. It is therefore not an acci
dent that they are three, and not an accident that they are precisely these 
three. They correspond to the three systematic foundation-pillars of Platonic 
Aristotelian ethics. This is very clearly expressed in Aristotle's Eudemia11 
Ethics I. r, 12141 30: 'Happiness and blessed living would reside in three things 
most, the three that seem to be most desirable. For some say that phro1zesis is 
the greatest good, some virtue, and some pleasure. • (The same in Aristotle's 
Prolrepticus in Iamb!. Protr., c. vii ff.; see my Aristotle, above, pp. 65 ff.) On this 
trinity of the objects of choice Aristotle then expressly proceeds to construct 
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totle, who avoids using the name of Pythagoras and prefers merely 
to speak of the contemporary 'so called Pythagoreans ', because he 
believes that it is no longer possible to obtain trustworthy informa
tion about the real Pythagoras. On the other hand, he himself, in his 
dialogue On Philosophy, made use of the seven sages for the prehistory 
of philosophy-for we can hardly interpret otherwise the report that 
he there regarded them as 'sophists', naturally in the good sense of 
the word. • Indeed, the Academy even extended the conception of 
the' theoretic life' to the Egyptian priests. Aristotle says in the early 
first book of his Metaphysics that they were the first to devote them
selves to pure science, because their profession gave them leisure. 
And the Epinomis of the Platonist Philip of Opus, which undertakes 
to fit the 'theoretic life' as an appendix into the political structure 
of the Laws, sees the direct predecessors of this ideal in the astrologers 
of the Chaldees. Thus did the Academy during Plato's last decades 
create the historical framework that fitted its 'life'. 1 

There runs through the Epinomis a deep resignation that this 
'life' is reserved for a very few exceptional persons. The same mood 
informs the but little earlier seventh letter of Plato, that great mani
festo of his old age in which he for the last time took a stand on the 
question that had concerned him all his life, the question of the 
relation between politics and philosophical knowledge. The funda
mental inner readiness to convert the thoughts of philosophy into 
creative action, and to take part in the life of the state, remained even 
in these last years of Plato's the same as it had been at the beginning 
of his intellectual course, notwithstanding the shipwreck that his 
favourite pupil Dion had suffered in Syracuse in the first serious 
attempt to realize the Platonic Ideas. But it was now impossible not 
to notice a strong tension between this originally all-controlling aim 
the three 'lives' (Eth. Ew:l. I. 2, 1215• 35). l'he trinity of pleasure, virtue, and 
phronesis, is in him connected with Plato's doctrine that the soul has three 
parts, from which he derives the three 'lives' and the three sorts of pleasure 
(Republic IX, 58o o ff.). Apocryphal Pythagorean literature later naturally 
attributed the trichotomy of the soul also to Pythagoras or the Pythagoreans 
(along with nearly everything else), and even people like Posidonius, not to 
mention uncritical believers like Iamblichus or Porphyry, took such forgeries 
for genuine. Had I possessed a complete view of this sort of literature when 
I wrote my Nemesitts (pp. 63 ff.), I should have treated these 'testimonies' to 
the Pythagorean origin of the trichotomy of the soul with less ceremony. I am 
glad, however, that even then I did not blindly trust them. Recently A. E. 
Taylor, in his commentary on Plato's Timaeus, p. 497, has come out again for 
a Pythagorean ancestry of this doctrine. 

' According to Arist. frg. 3 Rose, the seven sages occurred in the dialogue 
On Philosophy. Rose is therefore probably right in referring to the same 
dialogue the statement, in Etymol. M. s.v. aoq>~crn\s, that Aristotle called the 
seven sages 'sophists •. 

2 Arist. Metaph. A 1, 981b 23; Epin. 986 E. 
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of his philosophizing• and the actual dedication of his old age entirely 
to pure theoretical study. Thus gradually arose a set of problems 
which were inherited by Aristotle in their full gravity, and which 
threatened the essential unity of scientific knowledge and practical 
action that had been since Plato's Socratic period the presupposition 
of his research and therefore a foundation-pillar of his idea of the 
'theoretic. life': Plato's perso~al developme':t ~d the inner tendency 
of Platomc sctence worked m the same direction. The passionate 
Socrati; ~~ve for knowledge was aimed, to speak Platonically, purely 
at the VISion of the Idea of the Good' ; and action was to Socrates 
identical with the k~owledge of the Good. Plato's early philosophy 
had then pressed still more determinedly towards participation in 
actual life and in the state. But in the course of Plato's development 
the drive towards knowledge had immeasurably extended its range. 
Late Platonic science did indeed appear to have developed quite 
organically out of the Socratic seed, by a process of constantly incor
porating richer theoretical content; but its field was no longer 
exclusively political ethics as it had been in the writings down to the 
Republic. Ethics had become a mere 'part' of philosophy, co-ordinate 
with logic and physics ;2 and when Plato in his old age lectured • on 
the Good', he understood by that mathematics and metaphysics and 
beaven knows what else, but definitely not a doctrine of the goods of 
human life, as Aristotle used afterwards to tell his students accord
ing to the well known report of Aristoxenus, who heard hi~. That 
Plato's philosophy, originally very close to life, had changed into 
pure theory is symbolized by the story that the announcement of the 
old subject 'On the Good • attracted great crowds of hearers, but that 
general disappointment reigned as soon as Plato began to lecture on 
numbers and lines and the highest One which is the Good. 3 

The ideal of the theoretic life did not at first appear to be threatened 
by this development. On the contrary, it seemed that pure science, 
as the late Plato understood it, was triumphing over the onesidedly 

' See my address 'Die griechische Staatsethik im Zeitalter des Plato', in 
Huma!'ist~sche Re~en und Vortrage, p. 105; and 'Platos Stellung im Aufbau 
der gnech1schen Btldung', op. cit., p. 158. 

•. It was so in Xenocrates' well known division of philosophy (frg. x Heinze), 
which held for the later Plato too. Aristotle was not the first to differentiate 
philosophy in this way. 

3 Aristoxenus Harmon. 30 Meibom (p. 44, 5 Marq.): 'as Aristotle always used 
to tell happened to most of those who heard Plato give his lecture on the Good: 
everyone came expecting to learn something about those recognized human 
goods such as wealth, health, strength, and in general some wonderful happi
ness; but when it became plain that his discussion was about mathematics and 
numbers and geometry and astronomy and finally that Good is One, I think it 
seemed an absolute paradox to them. Thereupon some of them despised the 
matter and others condemned it. • 
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practical tendency of Socrates. Aristotle was the first to bring this 
tendency to complete victory; he enlarged Plato's' doctrine of Ideas' 
into a universal science of being founded on experience. In a certain 
sense he is an even purer representative of the theoretic life than 
Plato. The difficulty for this new science was to take care that it did 
not, in the course of its unimpeded development on the theoretical 
side, lose its root connexion with Socratic-Platonic ethics; for it was 
precisely its services to actual living that had given the theoretic life 
according to Plato its moral dignity and its sacred rights. Aristotle's 
philosophic being was rooted, even after he had given up the doctrine 
of Ideas, far too firmly in the ethos in which he had grown up in the 
Academy for him to sacrifice one jot or tittle of Plato's belief in the 
educational and moral mission of science, and he had himself pro
claimed it in the Protrepticus. Though he separates ethics from 
metaphysics and makes it a special discipline, at the decisive point 
he connects the two together as Plato did: he holds fast to the signi
ficance of intellectual cultivation and knowledge for the moral culture 
of the personality. He assigns the theoretic life the highest rank both 
in the state• and in the orders of the moral world; and the individual 
human being's happiness, the aim of human striving, is achieved on 
his view not in moral perfection or at any rate not in that alone, but 
only in the full development of the intellectual powers of human 
nature.2 In the end, indeed, exactly like Plato, he makes specifically 
moral insight dependent on the knowledge of the ultimate source of 
reality. The primacy of the theoretical over the practical reason is 
his enduring Platonic conviction. And this is not only because intel
lectual activity (vov wepyela) is independent of the sensuous side 
of human nature and of our external needs, and constitutes a portion 
of the eternal blessedness of God carried within ourselves, of the 
omniscience that timelessly knows itself; it is also because moral 
knowledge is also positively imbued and coloured with the meta
physical world-view of the scientifically thinking man.3 

' Aristotle, Pol. VII. 2-3, discusses the aim of the best state and the educa
tion of its citizens, and adopts a position on the question whether the best life 
is the political and practical or another (meaning the theoretic life). He rejects 
each of the extremes, both the view that only the political life is manly and free, 
and also the withdrawal from politics on principle and the complete rejection of 
every sort of rule as mere tyranny. To him the' theoretic life' is by no means 
synonymous with the 'xenic life' or life of the alien, but is at the same time 
'practical' in the highest sense Philosophers and men of knowledge are creative, 
for him, in that they are' architects with their thoughts' (see esp. 1325h 14-23). 
. • Happiness in the highest sense is secured only by the theoretic life, accord
mg to Eth. Nic. X. 7, 'and in secondary degree the life according to the other 
sort of virtue'. In the next chapter this subordination of ethical to intellectual. 
virtue is established in more detail. 

3 The independence of the mind from man's sensuous nature, in contrast to 
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But at this point there arises for Aristotle a problem that did not 
exist for Plato in such sharpness. It throws an abrupt light on the 
inner difficulties that Aristotelian Platonism has to contend with 
here. Although the moral and scientific spheres touch each other, 
and the latter leads into the moral, this happens only at one point, 
whereas in Plato the moral was still completely contained in the 
scientific. Science has now separated itself into numerous disciplines ; 
and each one of them is striving for independence from the whole. 
Metaphysics or ontology has also separated itself, once in Plato the 
totality of the philosophic consideration of the world, but now only 
the queen of the sciences, also called 'theology'. And it is this science 
that is pre-eminently intended, science as world-view, wherever Aris
totle lets the ethical sphere come into contact with the theoretical. 
Nowhere else is this so clearly expressed as in the earliest form that 
we possess of Aristotle's Ethics, the version edited by Eudemus, at 
the end of which we read that the natural goods of life are moral 
goods for man only so far as they help him to serve and know God. 
The knowledge of God is thus the way to the true service of God and 
the criterion of earthly values, which hold their value in fee from its 
value.' But now does this mean that the whole gigantic structure of 
particular theoretical knowledge, built up by Aristotle in his system 
and culminating in theology, is presupposed here and is therefore an 
indispensable condition of the correct moral conduct of life? To put 
the question is to perceive that, while this is in a certain sense so for 
the philosopher, who in his metaphysical survey of the whole can fit 
the totality of knowledge into a unity, it can hardly be so for the 
mere specialist with his gaze fixed only on a limited area, and the 
man morally active in the affairs of life can absolutely not be thought 
of as depending on such a condition in his decisions. Every attempt 
to determine the power of theoretical reason over moral insight, of 
sophia over phronesis, more exactly in detail than is done in that 
decisive passage of the E1ulemian Ethics, must inevitably lead to a 
weakening of this power and a strengthening of the relative indepen
dence of the moral sphere from 'theory'. 
ethical virtue, whose whole sphere is nothing but the relation of the impulses 
to reason, is emphasized in Aristotle's Eth. Nic. X. 8, II78• 16-22. From this 
it follows that the theoretic life is also less dependent on • external provision • 
than the practical; see from 1178• 24 to the end of the chapter. With regard 
to practical and moral thought and action being shot through with sophia and 
'theory', compare the differences between the two Ethics in what follows. 

' Arist. Eth. Eud. VIII. 3. 1249b 16: 'Therefore whichever choice and pos
session of natural goods will produce the most contemplation of God, whether 
goods of the body or wealth or friends or any other, that is the best and this is 
the finest standard; and whichever either by defect or by excess prevents one 
from serving and contemplating God, that is bad.' See my AYistotle, above, 
p. 243 and the whole preceding section. 
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Plato had attached moral insight, the phronesis of Socrates, to the 

contemplation of the Idea of the Good. They were confiated to such 
a degree that the concept of_phronesis, which in ordinary usage was 
purely ethical and practical, came in Plato always to include the 
theoretical knowledge of the idea, became, in fact, finally synonymous 
with expressions that had long meant nothing but pure knowing 
and contained no relation to the practical, such as sophia, t£US, 

episteme, theory, and the like. This Platonic sense of the word 
phronesis is still to be found in the early Aristotle. It appears in his 
Protreptictts, where it means the theoretical science of being, or meta
physics, and where Anaxagoras and Parmenides are named as typical 
representatives of ' this phronesis '. 1 In theE 1tdemian Ethics, phromsis 
is still often the name for the intellectual organ of the theoretic life; 
and Anaxagoras is cited as the prototype of a life of pure phronesis 
because he devoted himself entirely to the astronomical study of the 
sky.2 On the other hand, in the sixth book of the Nicomachean 
Ethics, the later version of Aristotle's ethics, we find this Platonic 
conception of phronesis critically broken up into its original elements; 
the expression is narrowed to mean only practical moral insight, and 
all theoretical content is removed from it. Aristotle now recommends 
sophia as the proper word to indicate theoretical knowledge of reason; 
he explains that phronesis concerns only human affairs, but sophia 
also divine affairs and the whole cosmos; that is why we call Anaxa
goras, Thales, and such people, sophoi, but Pericles and people of his 
sort phronimoi. 3 Sophia, he says, studies only the general, like all 
true science. Phromsis, on the other hand, concerns itself also with 
the application of general moral knowledge to the particular practical 
case.4 Thus politics, which once in Plato had not merely been the 

' On the development of the conception of phYonesis see my Aristotle, above, 
pp. 83 fi. 

• See Eth. Eud. I. 4, 1215b I and 6; I. 5, 1216• 1 I fi. On the conception of 
Phronesis and its significance in the Eudemian Ethics see my Aristotle, above, 
pp. 236 fi., 239 ff. 

J Eth. Nic. VI. 7, 1141° 2: • From what has been said it is clear that s&phia 
is both science and intuition of the things that are most valuable by nature. 
Hence men say that Anaxagoras and Thales and such persons are sophoi but 
not phl'onimoi, when they see them ignorant of their own advantage, and they 
say that the things which these men know are exceedingly marvellous and 
difficult and divine, but useless, and that they do not seek human goods. But 
PhYonesis concerns human affairs and matters that can be deliberated. For 
good deliberation is, we say, the most essential function of the phro11imos.' 
l 140° 7: ·Hence we think that Pericles and such men are pliYonimoi, because 
they can see what is good for themselves and for men; and we think that 
household-managers and statesmen are persons of this sort.' Clearly Aristotle 
is here arguing against his own earlier and still purely Platonic statements in 
the Protrepticus and the Eudemian Ethics. 

• Eth. Nic. VI. 7, u.pa 9 fi., and 5, II4o• 24 ff. 
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than the conception of intellectual 'virtues' is naturally Aristotle's 
view that there are 'virtues' not only of the rational and irrational 
parts of the soul but even of the 'nutritive' part. The tradition of 
the school and the wording of Aristotle's Ethics compel him to men
tion th~s peculiar view; but he obviously expects no sympathy for it 
from h1s hearers or readers, and declares that the question whether 
sue~ a kind .of virtue is to be assumed had best be dropped from 
eth1cs.' As httle as he grasps the culmination of Aristotle's ethics in 
metaphysics when he asks what sophia is doing in morals, does he 
understand its anchoring in the teleological system of nature when 
he can no longer grasp human virtue as the next level above the 
virtue of plants and animals. 

One get~ definitely the impression that the Great Ethics is tacking 
apprehensively between the steep contradictions that rent the Peri
patetic school asunder during the generation of Aristotle's earliest 
pupils. They concerned precisely the point on which we have found 
~he ~uthor vacillati.n~ between independent criticism and pupillary 
tidehty to the trad1t10n, namely the determination of the value of 
t.he theoreti~ life an.d the.' intellectual virtues· in elevating human 
h~c. ~nd the1r place m eth1cs. We still know the name of the enemy 
w.1thm ~he ~ates who attacked Aristotle strongly and rejected his 
h1gh esttmabon of the theoretical life; it was Dicaearchus of Messene. 
Tradition makes him in this matter the polar opposite of Theo
phrastus, who, as Aristotle's successor in the direction of the school 
and ~is. truest adherent, but also undoubtedly out of his innermost 
conv1ctwns a~ a ~esearcher, held fast to the doctrine of the primacy 
of the theoretic hfe. The controversy between him and Dicaearchus 
must have been celebrated, for in Cicero's time the contention 

rate denied that they were praiseworthy. It is believed that the influence of 
t?is man is also to be traced in the avoidance of the Aristotelian technical term 
: mtellectual virtues' in the Great Ethics (ct. the Peripatetic writers on ethics 
m ~tob. II. 137. 19; but to the contrary 118, 1, and 145, 17). Later Peripatetic 
eth~cs, ~f. cour~, regards the intellectual. 'virtues' as not properly. and the 
ethtcal v1rtu~s as properly so called. Thts departure from Aristotle begins in 
the Great.Eihtcs; or at least that is where we can first demonstrate it. 

1 
Gr. Eth. I. 4. 11~5a23: 'What, then, someone may say, does this part of 

the soul also have a virtue?' And a 26: 'Whether or not there is a virtue of this 
part is anot?er ques~ion.' On the contrary, Eth. Nic. I. r 3, u 02b 2 ff.: 'The 
VIrtue of th1s part (t.e. of the nutritive faculty of the soul] seems to be not 
h_uman but co~mon.' Eth. Eud. II. 1, 121gb 38: 'Hence the virtues of the nutri
tive and growmg part are not virtues of man.' In both places Aristotle is 
work1.ng o.n the_ assumption that the view that the nutritive part has its own 
pect~har VIrtue IS perfectly current. The astonished question of the Great Ethics 
remmds one in its Epigonic nature of the author's astonishment at the intro
d~ctl~n ~f s.ophia into ethics (I. 34. 1 197b 28). His way of putting the question 
as1de IS s1mtlar to his way of putting aside the problem whether God thinks of 
himself, II. 15, 1213• 7· 
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between the theoretical and the p~acticallives for the first rank was 
still attached to these two names. . 

Dicaearchus was the Peripatetic who declared that not sophta but 
ph onesis is the ruling power in the human soul; that follows neces
sa:ilv from the fact that he found the essence of man. in action, n?t 
·n c~ntemplation.2 He must have severed the connextons that Ans
~otle following Plato, had held to exist between moral action and the 
kno~ledge of the highest questions, and reached the logica~ conclu
sion of which we hear the echo in the author of the Great EthJcs: 'One 
must wonder what sophia has to do with ethics •. since the latter 
concerns character and action.3 He must have put logos after charac
ter in significance; and we can also be confident that he completely 
denied the quality of virtue to the intellectual powers and confined 
this conception to ethical and political action. And who but he can 
have been capable of that argument, most heretical for a Peripatetic, 
which the author of the Great Ethics cites as very remarkable: the 
famous conclusion (of Aristotle) must be false, to the effect that God 
can have no other object of thought than himself, because he can 
think onlv the most perfect and there is nothing more perfect than 
he. Since-even a man who was entirely occupied in the contemplation 
of himself would be blamed as a heartless being, the idea of a God 
who contemplates himself is absurd.4 

The dissolution here proclaimed of Aristotle's conception of the 
world and of God is based on an argument at the bottom of which 

1 Cic. Ep. adAtt. II. 16: 'Now I have definitely decided that, since there is 
such a controversy between your associate Dicaearchus and my frien~ Theo
phrastus, yours far preferring the practical life to everything and mtn~ the 
theoretical, I will appear as having paid my dues to both of them. I think I 
have adequately satisfied Dicaearchus, and I am now turning to the school 
that not only allows me to rest but rebukes me for not always resting. So let 
me address myself, dear Titus, to those famous studies, and return at last to 
what I should never have left.' 

• Above, pp. 446-8. 
3 Above, p. 446. 
4 Theophrastns, of whom one might think in this connexion, appears •. how

ever, to be out of the question. In his metaphysical fragment he obv10usly 
regards God's activity, and his influence on nature and on the motions ?f the 
spheres in particular, exactly as Aristotle does in Metaph. 1\ 7· The highest 
principle is 'immovable in itself·; it causes the motion of other beings through 
another sort of influence, namely their 'appetite' for the best. For this they 
need soul and thought, from which appetite takes its start. All the more, 
therefore, is the primary being to be conceived as mind, and as the tho_ught and 
will for the most perfect, which, however, it itself is in its perfection .. Th; 
expression, 'the primary and most divine being, desiring all the best things • 
does not in my opinion contain anything that goes beyond Aristotle's doctrine. 
God thinks himself as the best there is, and he must also will this goodness of 
his. On the other hand, if we do away with God's thought of himself we alter 
the object of the divine will also and give it another direction. 
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lies the ultimately indemonstrable value-equation: Life is action. 
The selfcontemplation of the Aristotelian Ntts had to cease being 
the most sublime ideal of human and divine life as soon as its earthly 
model, the theoretic life of the philosopher, was no longer capable, 
in the actual feeling of contemporary persons, of justifying this high 
claim against other ways of life. Aristotle himself had already taught 
that the theoretical life has pre-eminence over the practical only 
because the philosopher at the same time occupies the highest level 
of creative activity: he is the' architect' of the intellectual and social 
world.' 
- The more theoretical, in our sense of the word, science became in 
the course of this development, the more it turned away from life, 
the less could it wholly appropriate Aristotle's ideal of the theoretic 
life. Through its onesidedness it gave prominence to the antithesis, 
the ideal of the practical life. Dicaearchus showed the followers of 
Aristotle that they were definitely not the highest flowering of 
humanity, and that history nowhere offers us such a supremacy of 
mere intelligence above creative action. 

At this point our inquiry turns back to its beginning, the ancient 
tradition about the 'life' of the earliest philosophers. Owing to the 
radical change in the philosophic ideal of life they suddenly appeared 
in a wholly new light. Dicaearchus himself wrote Lives of the Philo
sophers. Isolated fragments of them are preserved, concerning pre
ciseTy the earlier thinkers; a?ld they show clearly how the author's 
ethical view is everywhere reflected in his view of the past. The 
earliest representatives of philosophy are obviously for him, too, the 
representatives of an ideal by which to measure the philosophers of 
his own time. Whoever, like Dicaearchus, saw the end in active living 
for human society would inevitably come either to despise all study 
altogether, or to oppose to the onesided life of contemporary philo
sophy the picture of a greater past in which thought had really still 
possessed the power of constructive action. When one looked at the 
scanty accounts of the earlier thinkers from this point of view, there 
appeared, in addition to that devotion to pure contemplation 
which Plato and Aristotle had emphasized exclusively, a close con
nexion with public life, which was strange to contemporary thinkers 
and had not been called attention to. These men had really fulfilled 
in their 'lives' the ideal of Aristotle that the bearers of the highest 
thought should be at the same time the 'architects' of active life. 
It was clearly incorrect of Aristotle in the dialogue On Philosophy to 
interpret the seven sages in modem guise as 'sophists'. Precisely 
these revered personages, who had continued to live in the mind 
of the Greek folk down to the present time, incorporated the most 

1 Pol. VII. 3, 1325b 23. 
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mplete unity of thought and action. They were lawgivers and men 
~~politics, soDicaearchus declared;' and he must have found his view 
onfirmed not merely by Solon and Pittacus, but also by Thales, for 

c ample whom Plato had made a pure representative of the thea-
ex ' fr h b eticallife. Evidence for his view was easy to collect om t e est 
~istorical sources, and also from the realm of anecdotes. Tradition 
connected Thales with the greatest technical achievements of naviga
tion and astronomy. According to a report preserved in Herodotus, 
he was an engineer in the service of King Croesus when the latter led 
his army against the Medes; and by a spe~ial devi~e was able to show 
how to divert the river Halys and lower 1ts level, m order to put the 
Lydian army across it without bridge or boat.Z 

Though Herodotus as a rationalistic critic doubted the trust
worthiness of the report, Thales obviously was to the Greek people 
in general a practical man rather than an. otherworld!~ sch?~ar. As 
statesman, too, he had taken part in the hfe of the loman c1t1es; for 
Herodotus has heard of his advice to the Ionians to make a common 
parliament and place it on the islan~ of Teos, whi~h lay i~ the middle 
of the Ionian cities, and to subordinate the previOusly mdependent 
cities to this central control as members of a unified state. This 
tradition gives him a political reputation reaching far beyond his 
own city; and it is certain, though not expressly handed down to us, 
that Dicaearchus did not let this and similar traits escape him.3 

In the tradition of late antiquity concerning the earlier thinkers 
we find reports of this kind, and completely opposite traits intended 
to prove that the great sages were absorbed in science and unint7r
ested in practice, occurring side by side, for the most part qwte 
peacefully, as befits the compilatory character of Diogenes and the 
sources akin to him.• 

1 Fragm. Hist. Graec. vol. ii, p. 243 Mueller (frg. 28). Diog. I. 40: 'Dicaearchus 
says they were neither wise men nor philosophers, but lawgivers and men of 
understanding.' . 

• The crossing of the Halys, Herod. I. 75 (Vors. 6 II, A 6). That the Penpatos 
adopted the tradition of Thales' astronomy is shown by Eudemus frg. 94 
Spengel. It occurs already in Herod. I. 74· 

3 Herod. I. 170 (Vors.' II, A 4). Diog. I. 25 (Vors.' II, A 1) ascribes to Thales 
also the political advice to the 1\'lilesians to reject the alliance offered to them 
by Croesus, which saved them later when Cyrus was at war with Croesus. 

• Thus immediately after the story of Thales' political advice (see the pre
vious note) we read that Heraclides of Pontus (frg. 47 Voss) made Thales, 
obviously in the same sort of way as he made Pythagoras himself tell of his 
previous incarnations (Diog. VIII. 4). say of himself that fe was an individualist 
and lived for himself (~ov~p1\S Kat 12.ta(7\~S). That, of course, fits only the 
theoretic life. One is reminded o(Aristotle's descrij?tion of himself as 'solitaty 
and isolated' (avrlTT)S Kat 11ov.;nn~ frg. 668 Rosel. on which Demetrius re
mailcs in interpretation: 'the isolation indicates a more individualistic habit', 
&c. (To ~ev yap 11ov.;n1\5 12.t(o)TtK(o)Tipov l6ovs 1\'211\ t<TTI KT>..). That explains the 
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We may with great probability suppose, what we can still directly 
prove in the case of the seven sages, that the reports which make the 
early philosophers lawgivers, politicians, and practical men, were 
first introduced into the stream of the tradition by Dicaearchus. 
Such are the accounts emphasizing the active part taken in political 
life by Anaximander, Parmenides, Zeno, Melissus, and especially 
Empedocles. 1 

Thinkers of the type of Anaxagoras and Democritus naturally fell 
into the background for Dicaearchus as definitely as they had occu
pied the middle position for the adherents of the contemplative life. 
Their practical cosmopolitanism made them necessarily unattractive 
to him. For Heraclitus it was not difficult to reveal the political side 

association of IJOVfiP'1S with IAtaOTf\S in Heraclides. Perhaps Aristotle actually 
had the latter in mind. To Heraclides Thales was just as selfevidently a 
typical representative of the theoretic life as was Pythagoras, of whom he 
relates the conversation with the tyrant Leon of Phlius (see above, p. 432). 

• Anaximander led a colony from Miletus to Apollonia on the Pontus ( Vors.• 
12, A J). Parmenides gave laws to his fellow-citizens (ibid. 28, A I =Diog. IX. 
23). Zeno was a fanatical partisan of freedom and a member of the conspiracy 
against the tyrant Nearchus (others give the name as 'Diomedon' or 'Demy
lus'); he maintained his political attitude on the rack (Vors.5 29, A x = Diog. IX. 
26; 29, A 6-7). Melissus was a statesman and led the Samians in the war against 
Pericles as naval commander (Vors.• 30, A 1-2). The tradition is particularly 
detailed about Empedocles' political activity (ibid. 31, A I, Diog. VIII. 63 ff.) . 
This goes back to the historical activity of Timaeus, whom we shall meet below 
as the transmitter of the Dicaearchan tradition about the political activity of 
Pythagoras. The accounts themselves are certainly in part older than Dicae
archus. Thus the one about Parmenides' lawgiving is quoted £rom the Ot~ 
Philosophers of Speusippus, who was probably looking for a precedent for 
Plato's similar efforts. But there must once have been some individual hiS
torian of philosophy who presented the thinkers systematically in the light of 
their political and practical life and collected the reports of this kind ; and such 
an interest in the practical life of the philosophers in particular is not likely to 
have existed in any one but the man who found the greatness of the earlier 
thinkers in thetr practical inftuence above all, and dealt with them only for this 
reason-Dicaearchus. It is not for nothing that we find this member of t he 
earliest Peripatos not, like Theophrastus, Eudemus, and Meno, among the 
doxographers, but interested only in the lives of the philosophers. But what 
is called 'biography' did not arise out of mere interest in individuality as such. 
It sought in the life of the individual representatives the expression of the type, 
of that which philosophical ethics understood by ~los or 'life •;and the varieties 
of which it developed. Whether, and how far, the collection of politically active 
philosophers and their deeds in Plutarch. A dv. Colot. c. 32, goes back directly or 
indirectly to Dicaearchus cannot be determined. The list embraces the philo
sophers down to Aristotle and Theophrastus, but it lacks precisely the seven 
sages and Pythagoras, who are known to have been important for Dicaearchus. 
And that he would have mentioned Theophrastus as a representative of the 
political life is improbable, especially as the reason that Plutarch gives for him 
as for Aristotle proves little, and both of them seem to be added more for the 
sake of completeness. 
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in his thought, and to show that he was not a pure physicist, although 
he felt himself detached from the political life of his own city. The 
philosophy of Socrates and Plato had a directly political intention. 
Dicaearchus seems, however, to have regarded the ideal type of 
philosophical reformer and lawgiver as being realize~ in P~hagoras 
rather than in Plato. Through the work of the Penpatehcs and of 
the Academy Pythagoras had long been in the centre of philosophical 
interest; and concerning him there flared up now an all the more 
vivid strife of opinions, the more vaguely and ambiguously his image 
flickered in the oral tradition. 

In the middle and the second half of the fourth century B.C. the 
name' Pythagorean' referred to two entirely different groups of men. 
When Aristotle speaks repeatedly of the 'so called Pythagoreans' 
he means the scientific circle of Archytas of Tarentum, with whom 
Plato had had personal intercourse. He seems, however, to have 
possessed no definite indications as to how far back this tradition 
went in southern Italy, still less to have considered it permissible to 
refer its beginnings to Pythagoras himself, after whom the circle 
named itself. But another sort of men also called themselves' Pytha
goreans ', men whose peculiar way of living is often mocked in the 
Middle Comedy, and must therefore have been known to the people 
at that time. This was a strictly ascetic and pious order that derived 
its religious symbols and ideas from Pythagoras and honoured him 
as the founder of a religion and a worker of miracles.1 

Quite early, in the fourth century at latest, we find these two con
ceptions of Pythagoras at war with each other; and naturally the 
two groups, which then, at any rate, had nothing in common and 
therefore might have existed peaceably side by side, were driven by 
their description as 'Pythagoreans' or ' Pythagorists' into contro
versy as to which were the descendants of the g~nuine Pythagoras 
and whose attitude was the truly Pythagorean one. Archytas' 
mathematical and astronomical school appears not to have followed 
that commandment to abstain from meat and some other foods that 
was sacred to the other party; and presumably it wa.S they who intro
duced the version according to which Pythagoras did not preach 
abstinence. To them also must be due the assignment of certain of 
their fundamental scientific notions and of particular mathematical 
and physical propositions to the person of Pythagoras.z 

' See the fundamental discussions of Erwin Rohde in his classical article 'Die 
Quellen des Iamblichus in seiner Biographie des Pythagoras' (Kleine Schrijten, 
vol. ii, pp. I02 ff.). Rohde explains the existence of the two movements as due 
to a split in the school, and thus makes them to have been both united in the 
personality of Pythagoras. Similarly J. Burnet, Early G!'eek Philosophy', p. 86. 
The evidence of the Comic poets is collected in Diels's Vors.6 58, E, p. 478. 

2 The representative of this worldly conception of Pythagoras is Aristoxenus; 
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These scientific students could not but find it distasteful to think 
of their founder as a wandering medicine-man and miracle-worker. 
Their conception was best suited by the picture of..fythagoras as the 
founder of the theoretic life, a picture which we first came acros!i in 
Heraclides of Pont us. But how was one to explain the fact that men of 
such different types derived their ideals of life from one and the same 
founder? This problem was by no means solved by the two conflict
ing conceptions of Pythagoras' personality. Not until Dicaearchus 
put forward his point of view did it seem to clear up. To Dicaearchus 
it was easy to see in the archaic thinker not a mere theorist in the 
modern style, but a lawgiver and founder of states, who made both 
religion and knowledge serve creatively in the establishment of life. 

We do actually find in our late and entirely legendary tradition 
about the life of Pythagoras, whose chief representatives, the Neo
Platonists Iamblichus and Porphyry, reproduce at second or third 
hand old sources like Aristoxenus, Heraclides, and Dicaearchus, a 
third picture in addition to those of the student and the miracle
monger, namely that Of the lawgiver and founder of states. Although 
it is quite uncritically intermingled with the other two, some 
thoroughly characteristic traits are expressly referred to Dicaearchus, 
and they confirm Erwin Rohde's conjecture that Dicaearchus made 
Pythagoras into an ideal picture of the practical life as he himself 
taught it and tried to realize it in his own person. I In doing this he 
must have been especially encouraged by the example of the Pytha
gorean Archytas, who was also statesman and student both.2 

From Dicaearchus comes our tradition that when Pythagoras 
arrived at Croton in South Italy he was commissioned by the council 
to give educational political addresses to the men, the women, and 
the children, of the city. And although Aristoxenus preceded Dicae
archus in declaring that Pythagorean ideas had had a great influence 
on political relations in southern Italy and Sicily, we can show that 
Dicaearchus adopted this view and tried to establish it more exactly 
in detail. The political conception of the influence of Pythagoras 
found especially welcome fuel in the tradition that the order suffered 
a violent catastrophe because of its growing political unpopularity 
and the master· fled to Metapontum.3 But now the political inter-

and in this he was following, according to GelJ. IV. I I, 7 (Fragm. Hi st. Graec., 
vol. ii, p. 273 Mueller = Aristox. frg. 7), the view of his Pythagorean scientific 
friends (cf. Rohde, op. cit., p. 108). 

1 See Rohde, op. cit., p. uo. In modern times Dicaearchus' view has been 
revived by Krische, De societatis a Pythagora conditae scopo politico, 1830. 

• See George Grote, History of Greece, vol. iv, p. 405. 
3 For Dicaearchus on the various speeches of Pythagoras at Croton, see 

Porphyry's Vii. Pyth., §§ 18, I9. The wording of the speeches is given by 
Iamblichus, Vit. Pyth., §§ 37- 57, from another source, in which these speeches 

THE PHILOSOPHIC IDEAL OF LIFE 457 

vention of Pythagoras in Croton on his arrival in southern Italy 
would have come without any transition after the miracle-hungry 
were freely invented from the indications given by Dicaearchus (see Rohde, 
op. cit., p. 132, who infers that Timaeus originated ~be speeches): _Dicaearchus 
frg. 3 I. )lueller, also presupposes that Pythagoras mtended political reforms; 
for it says that, when Pythagoras in his flight from Croton came to Locri, the 
Locrians sent messengers to the frontier t o tell him that they valued his wisdom, 
but they had no objection to their Jaws and no intention of altering the existing 
condition of the state, so would he please direct his steps elsewhere. The 
account of the legislative influence of the Pythagoreans on the cities of Sicily 
and southern Italy differs in Porphyry, § 21, and Iamblicbus, § 130 (the latter 
repeated§ I 72 "ith only minor variations). As an intermediary source for what 
Dicaearchus had said about the addresses to the Crotoniates, Porphyry used 
Nicomachus (§ 20), and obviously borrowed from him also the section on the 
legislation of the Pythagoreans m the cities of Sicily and Magna Graecia, which 
follows immediately and is very closely connected with the preceding both 
logically and verbally. Nicomachus got this section(§ 21) not from Dicaearchus 
but from Aristoxenus, i.e. from a source of equal age and value. Porphyry 
himself says this in § 22, so far as concerns the political influence exerted on the 
Lucanians, Messapians, Peucetians, and Romans, that is, the surrounding 
barbarians; from which it follows that it is also true of the previously listed 
Greek cities of Magna Graecia and Sicily. Now Porphyry, following Aristoxenus, 
tells us t hat the Pythagoreans gave laws to Croton, Sybaris, Catana, Rhegium, 
Himera, Acragas, Tauromenium, and other cities, and he ascribes all of these 
laws to two supposedly Pythagorean persons, Charondas and Zaleucus. 
Iamblichus, on the other hand, reports (§ 130) that Charondas gave laws to 
Catana; for Locri he names a certain Timares (or Timaratus, § I72) in addition 
to Zaleucus; for Rhegium, obviously basing himself on copious local traditions, 
he begins with the oiKJcrni~ or founder Thucles (liCe Thuc. VI. 3. 3), and names 
a whole list of persons who were connected with changes in the constitution, 
§ 130 Phytius, Helicaon, Aristocrates, and in§ 172 (where Thucles is missing) 
Theaetetus also. It cannot be that Aristoxenus' original version contained 
these same details and Porphyry (or his intermediary Nicomachus) merely 
made careless excerpts. Iamblichus must be here following some source other 
than Aristoxenus and Porphyry. That Aristoxenus' version was old and intact 
is evidenced by Aristotle's catalogue of lawgivers, which, as I have previously 
shown (Entsteh. d. A!etaph., p. 45, and A'Y1stotle, above, p. 285), is a subsequent 
appendix to the second book of the Politics. We read there ( I274• 22) that 
Zaleucus was lawgiver to Locri, and Charondas was lawgiver to Catana 'and 
the other Chalcidian cities in Italy and Sicily' (Porphyry's language is less 
precise; but he obviously means the same, when he designates Zaleucus and 
Charondas together as the originators of all lawgiving in Sicily and southern 
Italy.) For Iamblichus' local tradition about the lawgivers of Rhegium we 
must theref6re seek some other source than Ari£toxenus; and in the circum
stances that can only be an author as well informed about the neighbouring city 
as the Messenian Dicaearchus, who is one of Iamblichus' sources and also, as 
was shown above, often one of Porphyry's in addition to Aristoxenus. The 
erudition of Aristotle's catalogue of lawgivers about Zaleucus and Charondas, 
which gives them so much wider an influence than do Dicaearchus and Iambli
chus, is certainly drawn from Aristoxenus, for he wrote early while this appen
dtx was added to the book quite late. He tells us in Iamb!., § 233. that he 
heard the story of the devotion of the two Pythagoreans, Damon and Phintias 
(known to us from Schiller's ballad Die Biirgschajt), from the mouth of the 
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