


PLUTARCH.s
THE LIVES OF THE NOBLE GRECIANS 

AND ROMANS
»»»»»»»»>»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»>»»»»»»»»»»»

TRANSLATED BY JOHN DRYDEN 

AND REVISED BY ARTHUR HUGH CLOUGH

»»»»»»»»>»»»»»»»»»»»»>»»»»»»»»»»»»»»

BENNETT A. CERE • DONALD S. KLOPFER

THE MODERN LIBRARY
NEW YORK



CONTENTS

PAGE
Introduction..................................................................................................... jx

.■Theseus........................................................................................................... 3
Romulus .............................................................................................................24
The Comparison of Romulus with Theseus...........................................46
Lycurgus.....................................................................................................................49
Numa Pompilius.....................................................................................................74
The Comparison of Numa with Lycurgus...........................................93

> Solon.....................................................................................................................97
POPLICOLA...........................................................................................................117
The Comparison of Poplicola with Solon.........................................131
Themistocles.................................................................................................. 133
Camillus...................................................................................................................155
Pericles........................................................................................................... ........
FAilusT...................................................................................................................212

The Comparison of Fabius with Pericles.........................................231
Alcibiades.......................................................................................................... 233
Coriolanus.......................................................................................................... 262

• The Comparison of Alcibiades with Coriolanus .... 290
Timoleon.......................................................................................................... 293
AHmilius Paulus.......................................................................... , . . 321
The Comparison of Timoleon with ASmilius Paulus . . . 345
Pelopidas.................................................................................................................. 347
Marcellus.......................................................................................................... 36S
The Comparison of Pelopidas with Marcellus .... 389

.. Aristides ...........................................................................■ .... 391
Marcus Cato.......................................................................................................... 411
The Comparison of Aristides with Marcus Cato . . . . 432
Philopcemen .......................................................................................................... 435
Flamininus .......................................................................................................... 449

V



VI CONTENTS
PAGE

The Comparison of Philopcemen with Flamininus . . . 465
Pyrrhus........................................................................................................... 467
Caius Marius ................................................................................................... 494

Lysander................................. .........................................................................
Sylla........................................................................................................................... ^4^
The Comparison of Lysander with Sylla.........................................573

..............................................................................................................
Lucullus...........................................................................................................592
The Comparison of Lucullus with Cimon.........................................624
Nicias...................................................................................................................626
Crassus...................................................................................................................550
The Comparison of Crassus with Nicias.................................................674
Sertorius...........................................................................................................678
Eumenes...................................................................................................................697
The Comparison of Sertorius with Eumenes......................................... 710
Agesilaus...........................................................................................................?12
Pompey................................................................................................................... 739
The Comparison of Pompey with Agesilaus......................................... 797

Alexander...................................................................................................
Cesar...................................................................................................................854
Phocion................................................................................................................... 895

/ Cato the Younger .......................................................................................... 918
......................................................................................................................................... 960
Cleomenes......................................................................................................... 972 ,
Tiberius Gracchus..........................................................................................993

, Caius Gracchus................................................................................................ 1007
i The Comparison of Tiberius and Caius Gracchus with Agis

and Cleomenes........................................................................................ 1019
Demosthenes .................................................................................................1022
Cicero.................................................................................................................1041
The Comparison of Demosthenes and Cicero . . . .1070
Demetrius.........................................................................................................1073
Antony ..................................................................  H05
The Comparison of Demetrius and Antony.......................................1153
Dion ..................................................................  H55

CONTENTS vii
page

Marcus Brutus................................................................................................H86
The Comparison of Dion and Brutus . . . . . . .1219
Aratus................................................................................................................ 1221
Artaxerxes.................................................  1251
Galba................................................................................................................ 1270
Otho ..................................................................................  1286
Index................................................................................................................ 1299



10 Plutarch’s lives

count that he gives of the form of government of the Bottiaeans, is mani
festly of opinion that the youths were not slain by Minos, but spent the 
remainder of their days in slavery in Crete; that the Cretans, in former 
times, to acquit themselves of an ancient vow which they had made were 
used to send an offering of the first-fruits of their men to Delphi, and that 
some descendants of these Athenian slaves were mingled with them and 
sent amongst them, and, unable to get their living there, removed from 
thence, first into Italy, and settled about Japygia; from thence again, that 
tiiey removed to Thrace, and were named Bottiaeans; and that this is the 
reason why, in a certain sacrifice, the Bottiaean girls sing a hymn beginning 
Let us go to Athens. This may show us how dangerous it is to incur the 
hostility of a city that is mistress of eloquence and song. For Minos was 
always ill spoken of, and represented ever as a very wicked man, in the 
Athenian theatres; neither did Hesiod avail him by calling him “the most 
royal Minos,” nor Homer, who styles him “Jupiter’s familiar friend;” the 
tragedians got the better, and from the vantage ground of the stage 
showered .down obloquy upon him, as a man of cruelty and violence’ 
whereas, in fact, he appears to have been a king and a law-giver, and 
Khadamanthus, a judge under him, administering the statutes that he 
ordained.

Now, when the time of the third tribute was come, and the fathers who 
had any young men for their sons were to proceed by lot to the choice of 
those that were to be sent, there arose fresh discontents and accusations 
against Aigeus among the people, who were full of grief and indignation 
that he who was the cause of all their miseries was the only person exempt 
from the punishment; adopting and settling his kingdom upon a bastard 
and foreign son, he took no thought, they said, of their destitution and loss, 
not of bastards, but lawful children. These things sensibly affected Theseus 
who, thinking it but just not to disregard, but rather partake of, the suffer
ings of his fellow-citizens, offered himself for one without any lot, All else 
were struck with admiration for the nobleness and with love for the good- 
ness of the act; and ^geus, after prayers and entreaties, finding him 
inflexible and not to be persuaded, proceeded to the choosing of the rest 
by lot. Hellanicus, however, tells us that the Athenians did not send the 
young men and virgins by lot, but that Minos himself used to come and 
make his own choice, and pitched upon Theseus before all others- accord
ing to the conditions agreed upon between them, namely, that the Athenians 
should, furnish them with a ship and that the young men that were to sail 
with him should carry no weapons of war; but that if the Minotaur was 
destroyed, the tribute should cease.

On the two former occasions of the payment of the tribute, entertaining 
no hopes of safety or return, they sent out the ship with a black sail as to 
unavoidable destruction; but now, Theseus encouraging his father and 
speaking greatly of himself, as confident that he should kill the Minotaur 
he gave the pilot another sail, which was white, commanding him as he 
returned, if Theseus were safe, to make use of that; but if not, to sail with
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the head or smoothing the skin or improving the complexion, in a manner 
changed them from what they were before, and having taught them farther 
to counterfeit the very voice and carriage and gait of virgins so that there 
could not be the least difference perceived, he, undiscovered by any, put 
them into the number of the Athenian maids designed for Crete. At his 
return, he and these two youths led up a solemn procession, in the same 
habit that is now worn by those who carry the vine-branches. Those 
branches they carry in honour of Bacchus and Ariadne, for the sake of 
their story before related; or rather because they happened to return in 
autumn, the time of gathering the grapes. The women, whom they call 
Deipnopherse, or supper-carriers, are taken into these ceremonies, and 
assist at the sacrifice, in remembrance and imitation of the mothers of 
the young men and virgins upon whom the lot fell, for thus they ran about 
bringing bread and meat to their children; and because the women then 
told their sons and daughters many tales and stories, to comfort and en
courage them under the danger they were going upon, it has still continued 
a custom that at this feast old fables and tales should be told. For these 
particularities we are indebted to the history of Demon. There was then 
a place chosen out, and a temple erected in it to Theseus, and those 
families out of whom the tribute of the youth was gathered were appointed 
to pay tax to the temple for sacrifices to him. And the house of the Phy- 
talidse had the overseeing of these sacrifices, Theseus doing them that 
honour in recompense of their former hospitality.

Now, after the death of his father /Egeus, forming in his mind a great 
and wonderful design, he gathered together all the inhabitants of Attica 
into one town, and made them one people of one city, whereas before they 
lived dispersed, and were not easy to assemble upon any affair for the 
common interest. Nay, differences and even wars often occurred between 
them, which he by his persuasions appeased, going from township to 
township, and from tribe to tribe. And those of a more private and mean 
condition readily embracing such good advice, to those of greater power 
he promised a commonwealth without monarchy, a democracy, or people’s 
government, in which he should only be continued as their commander in 
war and the protector of their laws, all things else being equally distributed 
among them;—and by this means brought a part of them over to his pro
posal. The rest, fearing his power, which was already grown very formid
able, and knowing his courage and resolution, chose rather to be persuaded 
than forced into a compliance. He then dissolved all the distinct state- 
houses, council halls, and magistracies, and built one common state-house 
and council hall on the site of the present upper town, and gave the name of 
Athens to the whole state, ordaining a common feast and sacrifice, which 
he called Panathenaea, or the sacrifice of all the united Athenians. He in
stituted also another sacrifice called Metoecia, or Feast of Migration, which 
is yet celebrated on the sixteenth day of Hecatombseon. Then, as he had 
promised, he laid down his regal power and proceeded to order a common- 
wealth, entering upon this great work not without advice from the gods.



For having sent to consult the oracle of Delphi concerning the fortune of
his new government and city, he received this answer:—

“Son of the Pitthean maid,
To your town the terms and fates,
My father gives of many states.
Be not anxious nor afraid;
The bladder will not fail to swim 
On the waves that compass him.”

Which oracle, they say, one of the sibyls long after did in a manner repeat 
to the Athenians, in this verse:—

“The bladder may be dipt, but not be drowned.”

Farther yet designing to enlarge his city, he invited all strangers to come 
and enjoy equal privileges with the natives, and it is said that the common 
form, Come hither, all ye people, was the words that Theseus proclaimed 
when he thus set up a commonwealth, in a manner, for all nations. Yet he 

I did not suffer his state, by the promiscuous multitude that flowed in, to be 
turned into confusion and be left without any order or degree, but was the 

I first that divided the Commonwealth into three distinct ranks, the noble
men, the husbandmen, and artificers. To the nobility he committed the 
care of religion, the choice of magistrates, the teaching and dispensing of 
the laws, and interpretation and direction in all sacred matters; the whole 
city being, as it were, reduced to an exact equality, the nobles excelling 

1 rest in honour, the husbandmen in profit, and the artificers in number. 
And that Theseus was the first, who, as Aristotle says, out of an inclination 
to popular government, parted with the regal power, Homer also seems 
to testify, in his catalogue of the ships, where he gives the name of People 
to the Athenians only.

He also coined money, and stamped it with the image of an ox, either in 
memory of the Marathonian bull, or of Taurus, whom he vanquished, or 
else to put his people in mind to follow husbandry; and from this coin 
came the expression so frequent among the Greeks, of a thing being worth 
ten or a hundred oxen. After this he joined Megara to Attica, and erected 
that famous pillar on the Isthmus, which bears an inscription of two lines, 
showing the bounds of the two countries that meet there. On the east side 
the inscription is,—■

“Peloponnesus there, Ionia here”
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and on the west side,—
“Peloponnesus here, Ionia there.”

He also instituted the games, in emulation of Hercules, being ambitious 
that as the Greeks, by that hero’s appointment, celebrated the Olympian 
games to the honour of Jupiter, so by his institution, they should celebrate
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near the little rivul t_ formerly called Thermodon, but now Hannon, of 
which an account is given in the life of Demosthenes. It appears further 
that the passage of the Amazons through Thessaly was not without oppo
sition, for there are yet shown many tombs of them near Scotussa and 
Cynoscephalce.

This is as much as is worth telling concerning the Amazons. For the 
account which the author of the poem called the Theseid gives of this 
rising of the Amazons, how Antiope, to revenge herself upon Theseus for 
refusing her and marrying Phsedra, came down upon the city with her 
train of Amazons, whom Hercules slew, is manifestly nothing else but 
fable and invention. It is true,_ indeed, that Theseus married Phaedra, but 
that was after the death of Antiope, by whom he had a son called Hippoly- 
tus, or, as Pindar writes, Demcphon. The calamities which befell Phaedra 
and this son, since none of the historians have contradicted the tragic poets 
that have written of them, we must suppose happened as represented 
uniformly by them.

There are also other traditions of the mar iages of Theseus, neither hon
ourable in their occasions nor fortunate in their events, which yet were 
never represented in the Greek plays. For he is said to have carried off 
Anaxo, a Troezenian, and having slain Sinnis and Cercyon, to have ravished 
their daughters; have married Periboea, the mother of Ajax, and then 
Pherebcea, l d then lope, the daughter of Iphicles. And further, he is ac
cused of deserting Ariadne (as is before related), being in love with Mg\t, 
the daughter of Panopeus, neither justly nor honourably; and lastly, of 
the rape of Helen, which filled all Attica with war and blood, and was in 
the end the occasion of his banishment and death, as will presently be 
related.

Herodorus is of opinion, that though there were many famous expedi
tions undert ken by the bravest men of his time, yet Theseus never joined 
in any of them, once only excepted, with the Lapithae, in their war against 
the Centaurs; but others say that he accompanied Jason to Colchis and 
Meleager to the slaying of the Calydonian boar, and that hence it came 
to be a pr verb, Not without Theseus; that he himself, however, without 
aid'f any one, performed many glorious exploits, and that from him began 
the saying, He is a second Hercules. He also joined Adrastus in recover
ing the bodies of those that were slain before Thebes, but not as Euripides 
in his tragedy says, by force of arms, but by persuasion and mutual agree
ment and composition, for so the greater part of the historians write;, 
Philochorus adds further that this was the first treaty that ever wasl 
made for the recovering the bodies of the dead, but in the history of 
Hercules, it is shown that it was he who first gave leave to his enemies 
to carry off their slain. The burying-places of the most part are yet to be 
seen in the villar •' called Eleutherre; those of the commanders, at Eleusis, 
wVre Theseus allotted them a place, to oblige Adrastus. The story of 
Euripides in his suppliants is disproved by zEschyl us in his Eleusinians, 
where Theseus himself relates the facts as here told.

The celebrated friendship between Theseus and Pirithous is said to have



been thus began; the fame of the strength and valour of Theseus being 
spread through Greece, Pirithous was desirous to make a trial and proof 
of it himself, and to this end seized a herd of oxen which belonged to 
Theseus, and was driving them away from Marathon, and, when the news 
was brought that Theseus pursued him in arms, he did not fly, but turned 
back and went to meet him. But as soon as they had viewed one another, 
e rch so admired the gracefulness and beauty, and was seized with 
such respect for the courage of the other, that they forgot all thoughts 
of fighting; and Pirithous, first stretching out his hand to Theseus, 
bade him be judge in this case himself, and promised to submit will
ingly to any penalty he should impose. But Theseus not only forgave him 
all, but entreated him to be his friend and brother in arms; and they 
ratified their friendship by oaths. After this Pirithous married Deidamia, 
and invited Theseus to the wedding, entreating him to come and see his 
country, and make acquaintance with the Lapithae; he had at the same 
time invited the Centaurs to the feast, who growing hot with wine and 
beginning to be insolent and wild, and offering violence to the women, the 
Lapithae took immediate revenge upon them, slaying many of them upon 
the place, and afterwards, having overcome them in battle, drove the 
whole race of them out of their country, Theseus all along taking their part 
and fighting on their side. But Herodorus gives a different relation of these 
things; that Theseus came not to the assistance of the Lapithae till the 
war was already begun; and that it was in this journey that he had his first 
sight of Hercules, having made it his business to find him out at Trachis, 
where he had chosen to rest himself after all his wanderings and his 
labours; and that this interview was honourably performed on each part, 
with extreme respect, and good-will, and admiration of each other. Yet 
it is more credible, as others write, that there were, before, frequent 
interviews between them, and that it was by the means of Theseus that 
Hercules was initiated at Eleusis, and purified before initiation, upon ac
count of several rash actions of his former life.

Theseus was now fifty years old, as Hellanicus states, when he carried 
off Helen, who was yet too young to be married. Some writers, to take away 
this accusation of one of the greatest crimes laid to his charge, say, that 
he did not steal away Helen himself, but that Idas and Lynceus were the 
ravishers, who brought her to him, and committed her to his charge, and 
that, therefore, he refused to restore her at the demand of Castor and 
Pollux; or, indeed, they say her own father, Tyndarus, had sent her to be 
kept by him, for fear of Enarophorus, the son of Hippocoon, who would 
have carried her away by force when she was yet a child. But the most 
probable account, and that which has most witnesses on its side, is this: 
Theseus and Pirithous went both together to Sparta, and, having seized 
the young lady as she was dancing in the temple Diana Orthia, fled away 
with her. There were presently men sent in arms to pursue, but they 
followed no further than to Tegea; and Theseus and Pirithous, being now 
out of danger, having passed through Peloponnesus, made an agreement 
between themselves, that he to whom the lot should fall should have
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Helen to his wife, but should be obliged to assist in procuring another for 
his friend. The lot fell upon Theseus, who conveyed her to Aphidnae, not 
being yet marriageable, and delivered her to one of his allies, called 
Aphidnus, and, having sent his mother, 2Ethra, after to take care of her, 
desired him to keep them so secretly, that none might know where they 
were; which done, to return the same service to his friend Pirithous, he 
accompanied him in his journey to Epirus, in order to steal away the king 
of the Molossians’ daughter. The king, his own name being Aidoneus, or 
Pluto, called his wife Proserpina, and his daughter Cora, and a great dog, 
which he kept, Cerberus, with whom he ordered all that came as suitors to 
his daughter to fight, and promised her to him that should overcome the 
oeast. But having been informed that the design of Pirithous and his com
panion was not to court his daughter, but to force her away, he caused 
them both to be seized, and threw Pirithous to be torn in pieces by his dog, 
and put Theseus into prison, and kept him.

About this time, Menestheus, the son of Peteus, grandson of Orneus,| 
and great-grandson of Erechtheus, the first man that is recorded to haves 
affected popularity and ingratiated ^himserf with the multitude, stirred up I 
and exasperated the most eminent men of the city, who had long borne a | 
secret grudge to Theseus, conceiving that he had robbed them of their 
several little kingdoms and lordships, and having pent them all tip in one ; 
city, was using them as his subjects and slaves. He put also the meaner | 
people into commotion, telling them, that, deluded with a mere dream of 
liberty, though indeed they were deprived of both that and of their proper 
homes and religious usages, instead of many good and gracious kings of 
their own, they had given themselves up to be lorded over by a new-comer 
and a stranger. Whilst he was thus busied in infecting the minds of the 
citizens, the war that Castor and Pollux brought against Athens came very 
opportunely to further the sedition he had been promoting, and some say 
that by his persuasions was wholly the cause of their invading the city. 
At their first approach, they committed no acts of hostility, but peaceably 
demanded their sister Helen; but the Athenians returning answer that they 
neither had her there nor knew where she was disposed of, they prepared 
to assault the city, when Academus, having, by whatever means, found it 
out, disclosed to them that she was secretly kept at Aphidnae. For which 
reason he was both highly honoured during his life by Castor and Pollux, 
and the Lacedaemonians, when often in aftertimes they made incursions 
into Attica, and destroyed all the country round about, spared the Academy 
for the sake of Academus. But Dicaearchus writes that there were two 
Arcadians in the army of Castor and Pollux, the one called Echedemus, 
and the other Marathus; from the first that which is now called Academia 
was then named Echedemia, and the village Marathon had its name from 
the other, who, to fulfil some oracle, voluntarily offered himself to be made 
a sacrifice before battle. As soon as they were arrived at Aphidnae, they 
overcame their enemies in a set battle, and then assaulted and took the 
town. And here, they say, Alycus, the son of Sciron, was slain, of the party 
of the Dioscuri (Castor and Pollux), from whom a place in Megara, where

THESEUS 21



THESEUS 23
friends were not yet wholly suppressed, and dedicated to Hercules all the 
sacred places which the city had set apart for himself, changing their 
names from Thesea to Heraclea, four only excepted, as Philochorus writes. 
And wishing immediately to resume the first place in the commonwealth, 
and manage the state as before, he soon found himself involved in factions 
and troubles; those who long had hated him had now added to their 
hatred contempt; and the minds of the people were so generally corrupted, 
that, instead of obeying commands with silence, they expected to be flat
tered into their duty. He had some thoughts to have reduced them by 
force, but was overpowered .by demagogues and factions. And at last, de> 
spairing of any good success of his affairs in Athens, he sent away his chib 
dren privately to Euboea, commending them to the care of Elephenor, the 
son of Chalcodon; and he himself having solemnly cursed the people of 
Athens in the village of Gargettus, in which there yet remains the place 
called Araterion, or the, place of cursing, sailed to Scyros, where he had 
lands left him by his father, and friendship, as he thought, with those 
of the island. Lycomedes was then king of Scyros. Theseus, therefore, 
addressed himself to him and desired to have his lands put into his pos
session, as designing to settle and to dwell there, though others say that he 
came to beg his assistance against the Athenians. But Lycomedes, either 
jealous of the glory of so great a man, or to gratify Menestheus, having 
led him up to the highest cliff of the island, on pretence of showing him 
from thence the lands that he desired, threw him headlong down from 
the rock, and killed him. Others say he fell down of himself by a slip of 
his foot, as he was walking there, according to his custom, after supper. 
At that time there was no notice taken, nor were any concerned for his 
death, but Menestheus quietly possessed the kingdom of Athens. His sons 
were brought up in a private condition, and accompanied Elephenor to the 
Trojan war, but, after the decease of Menestheus in that expedition, re
turned to Athens, and recovered the government. But in succeeding ages, 
besides several other circumstances that moved the Athenians to honour 
Theseus as a demigod, in the battle which was fought at Marathon against 
the Medes, many of the soldiers believed they saw an apparition of Thes
eus in arms, rushing on at the head of them against the barbarians. And 
after the Median war, Phajdo being archon of Athens, the Athenians, 
consulting the oracle at Delphi, were commanded to gather together the 
bones of Theseus, and, laying them in some honourable place, keep them as 
sacred in the city. But it was very difficult to recover those relics, or so 
much as to find out the place where they lay, on account of the inhospi
table and savage temper of the barbarous people that inhabited the island. 
Nevertheless, afterwards, when Cimon took the island (as is related in 
his life), and had a great ambition to find out the place where Theseus 
was buried, he, by chance, spied an eagle upon a rising ground pecking 
with her beak and tearing up the earth with her talons, when on the sud
den it came into his mind, as it were by some divine inspiration, to dig 
there, and search for the bones of Theseus. There were found in that place 
a coffin of a man of more than ordinary size, and a brazen spe3”-head, and



a sword lying by it, all which he took aboard his galley and brought with 
him to Athens. Upon which the Athenians, greatly delighted, went out to 
meet and receive the relics with splendid processions and sacrifices, as if 
it were Theseus himself returning alive to the city. He lies interred in the 
middle of the city, near the present gymnasium. His tomb is a sanctuary 
and refuge for slaves, and all those of mean condition that fly from the 
persecution of men in power, in memory that Theseus while he lived was 
an assister and protector of the distressed, and never refused the petitions 
of the afflicted that fled to him. The chief and most solemn sacrifice which 
they celebrate to him is kept on the eighth day of Pyanepsion, on which 
he returned with the Athenian young men from Crete. Besides which they 
sacrifice to him on the eighth day of every month, either because he returned 
from Troezen the eighth day of Hecatombffion, as Diodorus the geographer 
writes, or else thinking that number to be proper to him, because he was 
reputed to be born of Neptune, because they sacrifice to Neptune on the 
eighth day of every month. The number eight being the first cube of an 
even number, and the double of the first square, seemed to be an emblem 
of the steadfast and immovable power of this god, who from thence has the 
names of Asphalius and Gaeiochus, that is, the establisher and stayer of the 
earth.
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ROMULUS

From whom, and for what reason, the city of Rome, a name so great in 
glory, and famous in the mouths of all men, was so first called, authors do 
not agree. Some are of opinion that the Pelasgians, wandering over the 
greater part of the habitable world, and subduing numerous nations, fixed 
themselves here, and, from their own great strength in war, called the city 
Rome. Others, that at the taking of Troy, some few that escaped and 
met with shipping, put to sea, and driven by winds, were carried upon the 
coasts of Tuscany, and came to anchor off the mouth of the river Tiber, 
where their women, out of heart and weary with the sea, on its being pro
posed by one of the highest birth and best understanding amongst them, 
whose name was Roma, burnt the ships. With which act the men at first 
were angry, but afterwards, of necessity, seating themselves near Pala- 
tium, where things in a short while succeeded far better than they could 
hope, in that they found the country very good, and the people courteous, 
they not only did the lady Roma other honours, but added also this, of 
calling after her name the city which she had been the occasion of their 
founding. From this, they say, has come down that custom at Rome for 
women to salute their kinsmen and husbands with kisses; because these 
women, after they had burnt the ships, made use of such endearments 
when entreating and pacifying their husbands.

Some again say that Roma, from whom .this city was so called, was 
Jvighter of Italus and Leucaria; or, by another account, of Telanhus,

Hercules’s son, and that she was married to rEneas, or, according to others 
again, to Ascanius, ^Eneas’s son. Some tell us that Romanus, the son of 
Ulysses and Circe, built it; some, Romus, the son of Emathion, Diomede 
having sent him from Troy; and others, Romus, king of the Latins, after 
driving out the Tyrrhenians, who had come from Thessaly into Lydia, 
and from thence into Italy. Those very authors, too, who, in accordance 
with the safest account, make Romulus give the name of the city, yet differ 
concerning his birth and family. For some say, he was son to rEneas and 
Dexithea, daughter of Phorbas, and was, with his brother Remus, in their 
infancy, carried into Italy, and being on the river when the waters came 
down in a flood, all the vessels were cast away except only that where the 
young children were, which being gently landed on a level bank of the 
river, they were both unexpectedly saved, and from them the place was 
called Rome. Some say, Roma, daughter of the Trojan lady above men
tioned, was married to Latinus, Telemachus’s son, and became mother to 
Romulus; others that ^Emilia, daughter of 2Eneas and Lavinia, had him 
by the god Mars; and others give you mere fables of his origin. For to 
Tarchetius, they say, king of Alba, who was a most wicked and cruel man, 
there appeared in his own house a strange vision, a male figure that rose out 
of a hearth, and stayed there for many days. There was an oracle of Tethys 
in Tuscany which Tarchetius consulted, and received an answer that a 
virgin should give herself to the apparition, and that a son should be born 
of her, highly renowned, eminent for valour, good fortune, and strength 
of body. Tarchetius told the prophecy to one of his own daughters, and 
commanded her to do this thing; which she avoiding as an indignity, sent 
her handmaid. Tarchetius, hearing this, in great anger imprisoned them 
both, purposing to put them to death, but being deterred from murder 
by the goddess Vesta in a dream, enjoined them for their punishment the 
working a web of cloth, in their chains as they were, which when they 
finished, they should be suffered to marry; but whatever they worked by 
day, Tarchetius commanded others to unravel in the night.

In the meantime, the waiting-woman was delivered of two boys, whom 
Tarchetius gave into the hands of one Teratius, with command to destroy 
them; he, however, carried and laid them by the river side, where a wolf 
came and continued to suckle them, while birds of various sorts brought 
little morsels of food, which they put into their mouths; till a cowherd, 
spying them, was first strangely surprised, but, venturing to draw nearer, 
took the children up in his arms. Thus they were saved, and when they 
grew up, set upon Tarchetius and overcame him. This one Promathion 
says, who compiled a history of Italy.

But the story which is most believed and has the greatest number of 
vouchers was first published, in its chief particulars, amongst the Greeks 
by Diodes of Peparethus, whom Fabius Pictor also follows in most points. 
Here again there are variations, but in general outline it runs thus: the 
kings of Alba reigned in lineal descent from /Eneas, and the succession 
devolved at length upon two brothers, Numitor and Amulius. Amulius 
proposed to divide things into two equal shares, and set as equivalent to
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bow by the strictest bonds united us to those we once mortally hated, has 
made it impossible for us not to tremble at the danger and weep at the 
death of the very men who once used violence to us. You did not come to 
vindicate our honour, while we were virgins, against our assailants; but 
do come now to force away wives from their husbands and mothers from 
their children, a succour more grievous to its wretched objects than the 
former betrayal and neglect of them. Which shall we call the worst, their 
love-making or your compassion? If you were making war upon any other 
occasion, for our sakes you ought to withhold your hands from those to 
whom we have made you fathers-in-law and grandsires. If it be for our 
own cause, then take us, and with us your sons-in-law and grandchildren. 
Restore to us our parents and kindred, but do not rob us of our children 
and husbands. Make us not, we entreat you, twice captives.” Hersilia 
having spoken many such words as these, and the others earnestly praying, 
a truce was made, and the chief officers came to a parley; the women, 
in the meantime, brought and presented their husbands and children to 
their fathers and brothers; gave those that wanted meat and drink, and 
carried the wounded home to be cured, and showed also how much they 
governed within doors, and how indulgent their husbands were to them, 
in demeaning themselves towards them with all kindness and respect 
imaginable. Upon this, conditions were agreed upon, that what women 
pleased might stay where they were, exempt, as aforesaid, from all 
drudgery and labour but spinning; that the Romans and Sabines should 
inhabit the city together; that the city should be called Rome from 
Romulus; but the Romans, Quirites, from the country of Tatius; and 
that they both should govern and command in common. The place of the 
ratification is still called Comitium, from coke to meet.

The city being thus doubled in number, an hundred of the Sabines 
ivere elected senators, and the legions were increased to six thousand foot 
and six hundred horse; then they divided the people into three tribes: 
the first, from Romulus, named Ramnenses; the second from Tatius, 
Tatienses; the third Luceres, from the lucus, or grove, where the Asylum 
stood, whither many fled for sanctuary, and were received into the city. 
And that they were just three, the very name of tribe and tribune seems 
to show; each tribe contained ten curiae, or brotherhoods, which, some say, 
took their names from the Sabine women; but that seems to be false, 
because many had their names from various places. Though it is true, 
they then constituted many things in honour to the women; as to give 
them the way wherever they met them; to speak no ill word in their 
presence; not to appear naked before them, or else be liable to prosecution 
before the judge, of homicide; that their children should wear an orna
ment about their necks calle.d the bulla (because it was like a bubble), 
and the prcetexta, a gown edged with purple.

The princes did not immediately join in council together, but at first 
each met with his own hundred; afterwards all assembled together. 
Tatius dwelt where now the temple of Moneta stands, and Romulus, 
close by the steps, as they call them, of the Fair Shore, near the descent
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says that Romulus and Remus, after the conquest of Amulius, ran 
joyfully to the place where the wolf gave them suck; and that, in imitation 
of that, this feast was held, and two young noblemen ran—

“Striking at all, as when from Alba town,
With sword in hand, the twins came hurrying down;”

and that the bloody knife applied to their foreheads was a sign of the 
danger and bloodshed of that day; the cleansing of them in milk, a 
remembrance of their food and nourishment. Caius Acilms writes, that, 
before the city was built, the cattle of Romulus and Remus one day going 
astray they, praying to the god Faunus, ran out to seek them naked, 
wishing not to be troubled with sweat, and that this is why the Luperci 
run naked. If the sacrifice be by way of purification, a dog might very well 
be sacrificed, for the Greeks, in their illustrations, carry out young dogs, 
and frequently use this ceremony of periscylacismus, as they call it. Or 
if again it is a sacrifice of gratitude to the wolf that nourished and pre- 
served Romulus, there is good reason in killing a dog, as being an enemy 
to wolves. Unless, indeed, after all, the creature is punished for hindering
the Luperci in their running. , , , . ,

They say, too, Romulus was the first that consecrated holy fire,, and 
instituted holy virgins to keep it, called vestals; others ascribe it to 
Numa Pompilius; agreeing, however, that Romulus was otherwise emi
nently religious, and skilled in divination, and for that reason carried 
the lituus, a crooked rod with which soothsayers describe the quarters of 
the heavens, when they sit to observe the flights of birds. This of his, 
being kept in the Palatium, was lost when the city was taken by the Gauls; 
and afterwards, that barbarous people being driven out, was found in the 
ruins, under a great heap of ashes, untouched by the fire, all things about 
it being consumed and burnt. He instituted also certain laws, one of which 
is somewhat severe, which suffers not a wife to leave her husband, but 
grants a husband power to turn off his wife, either upon poisoning her 
children, or counterfeiting his. keys, or for adultery; but if the husband 
upon any other occasion put her away, he ordered one moiety of his estate 
to be given to the wife, the other to fall to the goddess Ceres; and who
ever cast off his wife, to make an atonement by sacrifice to the gods of 

1 the dead. This, too, is observable as a singular thing in Romulus, that he 
appointed no punishment for real parricide, but called, all murder . so, 
thinking the one an accursed thing, but the other a thing impossible, and 
for a long time, his judgment seemed to have been right; for in almost six 
hundred years together, nobody committed the like in Rome; and Lucius 
Hcstius, after the wars of Hannibal, is recorded to have been the first 
parricide. Let this much suffice concerning these matters.

In the fifth year of the reign of Tatius, some of his friends and kinsmen, 
meeting ambassadors coming from Laurentum to Rome, attempted on 
the road to take away their money by force, and, upon their resistance, 
killed them. So great a villainy having been committed Romulus thought
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strong and healthy bodies, take firmer root and find better growth, and 
withal that they, with this greater vigour, might be the more able to 
undergo the pains of child-bearing. And to the end he might take away 
their overgreat tenderness and fear of exposure to the air, and all ac
quired womanishness, he ordered that the young women should go naked 
in the processions, as well as the young men, and dance, too, in that 
condition, at certain solemn feasts, singing certain songs, whilst the young 
men stood around, seeing and hearing them. On these occasions they now 
and then made, by jests, a befitting reflection upon those who had mis
behaved themselves in the wars; and again sang encomiums upon those 
who had done any gallant action, and by these means inspired the 
younger sort with an emulation of their glory. Those that were thus com
mended went away proud, elated, and gratified with their honour among 
the maidens; and those who were rallied were as sensibly touched with it 
as if they had been formally reprimanded; and so much the more, because 
the kings and the elders, as well as the rest of the city, saw and heard all 
that passed. Nor was there anything shameful in this nakedness of the 
young women; modesty attended them, and all wantonness was excluded. 
It taught them simplicity and a care for good health, and gave them some 
taste of higher feelings, admitted as they thus were to the field of noble 
action and glory. Hence it was natural for them to think and speak as 
Gorgo, for example, the wife of Leonidas, is said to have done, when some 
foreign lady, as it would seem, told her that the women of Lacedaemon were 
the only women in the world who could rule men; “With good reason,” 
she said, “for we are the only women who bring forth men.”

These public processions of the maidens, and their appearing naked in 
<heir exercises and dancings, were incitements to marriage, operating 
upon the young with the rigour and certainty, as Plato says, of love, if not 
of mathematics. But besides all this, to promote it yet more effectually, 
those who continued bachelors were in a degree disfranchised by law; 
for they were excluded from the sight of those public processions in which 
the young men and maidens danced naked, and, in winter-time, the 
officers compelled them to march naked themselves round the market
place, singing as they went a certain song to their own disgrace, that they 
justly suffered this punishment for disobeying the laws. Moreover, they 
were denied that respect and observance which the younger men paid 
their elders; and no man, for example, found fault with what was said to 
Dercyllidas, though so eminent a commander; upon whose approach one 
day, a young man, instead of rising, retained his seat, remarking, “No 
child of yours will make room for me.”

In their marriages, the husband carried off his bride by a sort of force; 
nor were their brides ever small and of tender years, but in their full 
bloom and ripeness. After this, she who superintended the wedding comes 
and clips the hair of the bride close round her head, dresses her up in 
man’s clothes, and leaves her upon a mattress in the dark; afterwards, 
comes the bridegroom, in his everyday clothes, sober and composed, as 
having supped at the common table, and, entering privatelv into the room
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both describing the Spartans as no less musical than warlike; in the words 
•of one of their own poets—

“With the iron stern and sharp,
Comes the playing on the harp.”

For, indeed, before they engaged in battle, the king first did sacrifice to 
the Muses, in all likelihood to put them in mind of the manner of their 
education, and of the judgment that would be passed upon their actions, 
and thereby to animate them to the performance of exploits that should 
deserve a record. At such times, too, the Lacedaemonians abated a little 
the severity of their manners in favour of their young men, suffering them 
to curl and adorn their hair, and to have costly arms and fine clothes; and 
were well pleased to see them, like proud horses, neighing and pressing to 
the course. And, therefore, as soon as they came to be well-grown, they 
took a great deal of care of their hair, to have it parted and trimmed, 
especially against a day of battle, pursuant to a saying recorded of their 
lawgiver, that a large head of hair added beauty to a good face, and 
terror to an ugly one.

When they were in the field, their exercises were generally more 
moderate, their fare not so hard, nor so strict a hand held over them by 
their officers, so that they were the only people in the world to whom war 
gave repose. When their army was drawn up in battle array, and the 
enemy near, the king sacrificed a goat, commanded the soldiers to set 
their garlands upon their heads, and the pipers to play the tune of the 
hymn to Castor, and himself began the paean of advance. It was at once 
a magnificent and a terrible sight to see them march on to the tune of 
their flutes, without any disorder in their ranks, any discomposure in 
their minds, or change in their countenances, calmly and cheerfully mov
ing with the music to the deadly fight. Men, in this temper, were not 
likely to be possessed with fear or any transport of fury, but with the 
deliberate valour of hope and assurance, as if some divinity were attend
ing and conducting them. The king had always about his person.some 
one who had been crowned in the Olympic games; and upon this account 
a Lacedaemonian is said to have refused a considerable present, which 
was offered to him upon condition that he would not come into the lists; 
and when he had with much to-do thrown his antagonist, some of thr 
spectators saying to him, “And now, Sir Lacedaemonian, what are you 
the better for your victory?” he answered, smiling, “I shall fight next 
the king.” After they had routed an enemy, they pursued him till they 
were well assured of the victory, and then they sounded a retreat, thinking 
it base and unworthy of a Grecian people to cut men in pieces, who had 
given up and abandoned all resistance. This manner of dealing with their 
enemies did not only show magnanimity, but was politic too; for, knowing 
that they killed only those who made resistance, and gave quarter to the 
rest, men generally thought it their best way to consult their safety 
by flight.

Hippius the sophist says that Lycurgus himself was a great soldier and



an experienced commander. Philostephanus attributes to him the first 
division of the cavalry into troops of fifties in a square body; but 
Demetrius the Phalerian says quite the contrary, and that he made all 
his laws in a continued peace. And, indeed, the Olympic holy truce, or 
cessation of arms, that was procured by his means and management, 
inclines me to think him a kind-natured man, and one that loved quietness 
and peace. Notwithstanding all this Hermippus tells us that he had no 
hand in the ordinance, that Iphitus made it, and Lycurgus came only as a 
spectator, and that by mere accident too. Being there, he heard as it 
were a man’s voice behind him, blaming and wondering at him that he 
did not encourage his countrymen to resort to the assembly, and, turning 
about and seeing no man, concluded that it was a voice from heaven, and 
upon this immediately went to Iphitus and assisted him in ordering the 
ceremonies of that feast, which, by his means, were better established, 
and with more repute than before.

To return to the Lacedaemonians. Their discipline continued still after 
they were full-grown men. No one was allowed to live after his own fancy; 
but the city was a sort of camp, in which every man had his share of 
provisions and business set out, and looked upon himself not so much 
born to serve his own ends as the interest of his country. Therefore if they 
were commanded nothing else, they went to see the boys perform their 
exercises, to teach them something useful or to learn it themselves of those 
who knew better. And indeed one of the greatest and highest blessings 
Lycurgus procured his people was the abundance of leisure which pro
ceeded from his forbidding to them the exercise of any mean and mechan
ical trade. Of the money-making that depends on troublesome going 
about and seeing people and doing business, they had no need at all 
in a state where wealth obtained no honour or respect. The Helots tilled 
their ground for them, and paid them yearly in kind the appointed 
quantity, without any trouble of theirs. To this purpose there goes a 
story of a Lacedaemonian who, happening to be at Athens when the 
courts were sitting, was told of a citizen that had been fined for living 
an idle life, and was being escorted home in much' distress of mind by 
his condoling friends; the Lacedaemonian was much surprised at it and 
desired his friend to show him the man who was condemned for living 
like a freeman. So much beneath them did they esteem the frivolous 
devotion of time and attention to the mechanical arts and to money
making.

It need not be said that upon the prohibition of gold and silver, all 
lawsuits immediately ceased, for there was now neither avarice nor 
poverty amongst them, but equality, where every one’s wants were 
supplied, and independence, because those wants were so small. All their 
time, except when they were in the field, was taken up by the choral 
dances and the festivals, in hunting, and in attendance on the exercise- 
grounds and the places of public conversation. Those who were under 
thirty years of age were not allowed to go into the market-place, but 
had the necessaries of their family supplied by the care of their relations
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and lovers; nor was it for the credit of elderly men to be seen too often in 
the market-place; it was esteemed more suitable for them to frequent 
the exercise-grounds and places of conversation, where they spent their 
leisure rationally in conversation, not on money-making and market- 
prices, but for the most part in passing judgment on some action worth 
considering; extolling the good, and censuring those who were otherwise, 
and that in a light and sportive manner, conveying, without too much 
gravity, lessons of advice and improvement. Nor was Lycurgus himself 
unduly austere; it was he who dedicated, says Sosibius, the little statue 
of Laughter. Mirth, introduced seasonably at their suppers and places of 
common entertainment, was to serve as a sort of sweetmeat to accom
pany their strict and hard life. To conclude, he bred up his citizens in 
such a way that they neither would nor could live by themselves; they 
were to make themselves one with the public good, and, clustering like 
bees around their commander, be by their zeal and public spirit carried 
all but out of themselves, and devoted wholly to their country. What 
their sentiments were will better appear by a few of their sayings. 
Pffidaretus, not being admitted into the list of the three hundred, returned 
home with a joyful face, well pleased to find that there were in Sparta 
three hundred better men than himself. And Polycratidas, being sent 
with some others ambassador to the lieutenants of the king of Persia, 
being asked by them whether they came in a private or in a public 
character, answered, “In a public, if we succeed; if not, in a private 
character.” Argileonis, asking some who came from Amphipolis if her son 
Brasidas died courageously and as became a Spartan, on their beginning 
to praise him to a high degree, and saying there was not such another 
left in Sparta, answered, “Do not say so; Brasidas was a good and brave 
man, but there are in Sparta many better than he.”

The senate, as I said before, consisted of those who were Lycurgus’s 
chief aiders and assistants in his plans. The vacancies he ordered to be 
supplied out of the best and most deserving men past sixty years old, and 
we need not wonder if there was much striving for it; for what more 
glorious competition could there be amongst men, than one in which it 
was not contested who was swiftest among the swift ‘or strongest of the 
strong, but who of many wise and good was wisest and best, and fittest to 
be intrusted for ever after, as the reward of his merits, with the supreme 
authority of the commonwealth, and with power over the lives, franchises, 
and highest interests of all his countrymen? The manner of their election 
was as follows: The people being called together, some selected persons 
were locked up in a room near the place of election, so contrived that they 
could neither see nor be seen, but could only hear the noise Of the assembly 
without; for they decided this, as most other affairs of moment, by the 
shouts of the people. This done, the competitors were not brought in and 
presented all together, but one after another by lot, and passed in order 
through the assembly without speaking a word. Those who were locked 
up had writing-tables with them, in which they recorded and marked 
each shout by its loudness, without knowing in favour of which candidate
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the laws of Lycurgus, though some who admit them to be well contrived 
to make good soldiers, pronounce them defective in point of justice. The 
Cryptia, perhaps (if it were one of Lycurgus’s ordinances, as Aristotle 
says it was), gave both him and Plato, too, this opinion alike of the law
giver and his government. By this ordinance, the magistrates despatched 
privately some of the ablest of the young men into the country, from 
time to time, armed only with their daggers, and taking a little necessary 
provision with them; in the daytime, they hid themselves in out-of-the- 
way places, and there lay close, but in the night issued out into the 
highways, and killed all the Helots they could light upon; sometimes they 
set upon them by day, as they were at work in the fields, and murdered 
them. As, also, Thucydides, in his history of the Peloponnesian war, tells 
us, that a good number of them, after being singled out for their bravery 
by the Spartans, garlanded, as enfranchised persons, and led about to all 
the temples in token of honours, shortly after disappeared all of a sudden, 
being about the number of two thousand; and no man either then or since 
could give an account how they came by their deaths. And Aristotle, in 
particular, adds, that the ephori, so soon as they were entered into their 
office, used to declare war against them, that they might be massacred 
without a breach of religion. It is confessed, on all hands, that the 
Spartans dealt with them very hardly; for it was a common thing to 
force them to drink to excess, and to lead them in that condition into 
their public halls, that the children might see what a sight a drunken 
man is; they made them to dance low dances, and sing ridiculous songs, 
forbidding them expressly to meddle with any of a better kind. And ac
cordingly, when the Thebans made their invasion into Laconia, and took 
a great number of the Helots, they could by no means persuade them to 
sing the verses of Terpander, Aleman, or Spendon, “For,” said they, 
“the masters do not like it.” So that it was truly observed by one, that 
in Sparta he who was free was most so, and he that was a slave there, 
the greatest slave in the world. For my part, I am of opinion that these 
outrages and cruelties began to be exercised in Sparta at a later time, 
especially after the gieat earthquake, when the Helots made a general 
insurrection, and, joining with the Messenians, laid the country waste, 
and brought the greatest danger upon the city. For I cannot persuade 
myself to ascribe to Lycurgus so wicked and barbarous a course, judging 
of him from the gentleness of his disposition and justice upon all other 
occasions; to which the oracle also testified.

When he perceived that his more important institutions had taken 
root in the minds of his countrymen, that custom had rendered them 
familiar and easy, that his commonwealth was now grown up and able to 
go alone, then, as Plato somewhere tells us, the Maker of the world, 
when first he saw it existing and beginning its motion, felt joy, even so 
Lycurgus, viewing with joy and satisfaction the greatness and. beauty 
of his political structure, now fairly at work and in motion, conceived the 
thought to make it immortal too, and, as far as human forecast could 
reach, to deliver it down unchangeable to posterity. He called an extra-
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ians, that, with a common staff and a coarse coat, they gained the willing 
and joyful obedience of Greece, through whose whole extent they sup
pressed unjust usurpations and despotisms, arbitrated in war, and com
posed civil dissensions; and this often without so much as taking down 
one buckler, but barely by sending some one single deputy to whose 
direction all at once submitted, like bees swarming and taking their 
places around their prince. Such a fund of order and equity, enough and 
to spare for others, existed in their state.

And therefore I cannot but wonder at those who say that the Spartans 
were good subjects, but bad governors, and for proof of it allege a saying 
of King Theopompus, who when one said that Sparta held up so long 
because their kings could command so well, replied, “Nay, rather because 
the people know so well how to obey.” For people do not obey, unless 
rulers know how to command; obedience is a lesson taught by com
manders. A true leader himself creates the obedience of his own followers; 
as it is the last attainment in the art of riding to make a horse gentle and 
tractable, so is it of the science of government, to inspire men with a 
willingness to obey. The Lacedaemonians inspired men not with a mere 
willingness, but with an absolute desire to be their subjects. For they did 
not send petitions to them for ships or money, or a supply of armed men, 
but only for a Spartan commander; and, having obtained one, used him 
with honour and reverence; so the Sicilians behaved to Gylippus, the 
Chalcidians tc Brasidas, and all the Greeks in Asia to Lysander, Calli- 
cratidas, and Agesilaus; they styled them the composers and chasteners 
of each people or prince they were sent to, and had their eyes always 
fixed upon the city of Sparta itself, as the perfect model of good manners 
and wise government. The rest seemed as scholars, they the masters of 
Greece; and to this Stratonicus pleasantly alluded, when in jest he pre
tended to make a law that the Athenians should conduct religious pro
cessions and the mysteries, the Eleans should preside at the Olympic 
games, and, if either did amiss, the Lacedaemonians be beaten. Antisthenes, 
too, one of the scholars of Socrates, said, in earnest, of the Thebans, when 
they were elated by their victory at Leuctra, that they looked like 
school-boys who had beaten their master.

However, it was not the design of Lycurgus that his tity should govern ' 
a great' many others; he thought rather that the happiness of a state, 
as a private man, consisted chiefly in the exercise of virtue, and in the 
concord of the inhabitants; his aim, therefore, in all his arrangements, was 
to make and keep them free-minded, self-dependent, and temperate. And 
therefore all those who have written well on politics, as Plato, Diogenes 
and Zeno, have taken Lycurgus for their model, leaving behind them, 
however mere projects and words; whereas Lycurgus was the author, not 
in writing but in reality, of a government which none else could so much 
as copy; and while men in general have treated the individual philosophic 
character as unattainable, he, by the example of a complete philosophic 
state, raised himself high above all other lawgivers of Greece. And so 
Aristotle says they did him less honour at Lacedaemon after his death
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satisfy men who take the better to consist in riches, luxury, and dominion, 
rather than in security, gentleness, and that independence which is ac
companied by justice. However, it makes much for Lycurgus, that, after 
the Romans had deserted the doctrine and discipline of Numa, their em
pire grew and their power increased so much; whereas so soon as the 
Lacedaemonians fell from the institutions of Lycurgus, they sank from 
the highest to the lowest state, and, after forfeiting their supremacy over 
the rest of Greece, were themselves in danger of absolute extirpation. 
Thus much, meantime, was peculiarly signal and almost divine in the 
circumstances of Numa, that he was an alien, and yet courted to come and 
accept a kingdom, the frame of which though he entirely altered, yet he 
performed it by mere persuasion, and ruled a city that as yet had scarce 
become one city, without recurring to arms or any violence (such as 
Lycurgus used, supporting himself by the aid of the nobler citizens 
against the commonalty), but, by mere force of wisdom and justice, 
established union and harmony amongst all.

SOLON

Didymus, the grammarian, in his answer to Asclepiades concerning Solon’s 
Tables of Law, mentions a passage of one Philocles, who states that 
Solon’s father’s name was Euphorion, contrary to the opinion of all others 
who have written concerning him; for they generally agree that he was 
the son of Execestides, a man of moderate wealth and power in the city, 
but of a most noble stock, being descended from Codrus; his mother, as 
Heraclides Ponticus affirms, was cousin to Pisistratus’s mother, and the / 
two at first were great friends, partly because they were akin, and partly 
because of Pisistratus’s noble qualities and beauty. And they say Solon 
loved him; and that is the reason, I suppose, that when afterwards they 
differed about the government, their enmity never produced any hot 
and violent passion, they remembered their old kindnesses, and retained—

“Still in its embers living the strong fire”

of their love and dear affection. For that Solon was not proof against 
beauty, nor of courage to stand up to passion and meet it—•

“Eland to hand as in the ring,”

we may conjecture by his poems, and one of his laws, in which there are 
practices forbidden to slaves, which he would appear, therefore, to 
recommend to freemen. Pisistratus, it is stated, was similarly attached 
to one Charmus; he it was who dedicated the figure of Love in the 
Academy, where the runners in the sacred torch race light their torches.



Solon, as Hermippus writes, when his father had ruined his estate in doing 
benefits and kindnesses to other men, though he had friends enough that 
were willing to contribute to his relief, yet was ashamed to be beholden 
to others, since he was descended from a family who were accustomed to 
do kindnesses rather than receive them; and therefore applied himself 
to merchandise in his youth; though others assure us that he travelled 
rather to get learning and experience than to make money. It is certain 
that he was a lover of knowledge, for when he was old he would say, that 
he—
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“Each day grew older, and learnt something new; ”

and yet no admirer of riches, esteeming as equally wealthy the man—
“Who hath both gold and silver in his hand,
Horses and mules, and acres of wheat-land,
And him whose all is decent food to eat,
Clothes to his back and shoes upon his feet,
And a young wife and child, since so ’twill be,
And no more years than will with that agree; ”

and in another place—
“Wealth I would have, but wealth by wrong procure 
I would not; justice, e’en if slow, is sure.”

And it is perfectly possible for a good man and a statesman, without being 
solicitous for superfluities, to show some concern for competent necessaries. 
In his time, as Hesiod says,—“Work was a shame to none,” nor was dis
tinction made with respect to trade, but merchandise was a noble calling, 
which brought home the good things which the barbarous nations enjoyed, 
was the occasion of friendship with their kings, and a great source of 
experience. Some merchants have built great cities, as Protis, the founder 
of Massilia, to whom the Gauls, near the Rhone, were much attached. 
Some report also, that Thales and Hippocrates the mathematician traded; 
and that Plato defrayed the charges of his travels by selling oil in Egypt. 
Solon’s softness and profuseness, his popular rather than philosophical 
tone about pleasure in his poems, have been ascribed to his trading life; 
for, having suffered a thousand dangers, it was natural they should be 
recompensed with some gratifications and enjoyments; but that he ac
counted himself rather poor than rich is evident from the lines—

“Some wicked men are rich, some good are poor,
We will not change our virtue for their store:
Virtue’s a thing that none can take away;
But money changes owners all the day.”

At first he used his poetry only in trifles, not for any serious purpose, 
but simply to pass away his idle hours; but afterwards he introduced
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moral sentences and state matters, which he did, not to record them 
merely as an historian, but to justify his own actions, and sometimes to 
correct, chastise, and stir up the Athenians to noble performances. Some 
report that he designed to put his laws into heroic verse, and that they 
began thus:—

“We humbly beg a blessing on our laws 
From mighty Jove, and honour, and applause.”

In philosophy, as most of the wise men then, he chiefly esteemed the 
political part of morals; in physics, he was very plain and antiquated, as 
appears by this:—

“It is the clouds that make the snow and hail,
And thunder comes from lightning without fail;
The sea is stormy when the winds have blown,
But it deals fairly when ’tis left alone.”

And, indeed, it is probable that at that time Thales , alone had raised 
philosophy above mere practice, into speculation; and the rest of the 
wise men were so called from prudence in political concerns. It is said, that 
they had an interview at Delphi, and another at Corinth, by the procure
ment of Periander, who made a meeting for them, and a supper. But 
their reputation was chiefly raised by sending the tripod to them all, by 
their modest refusal, and complaisant yielding to one another. For, as the 
story goes, some of the Coans fishing with a net, some strangers, Milesians, 
bought the draught at a venture; the net brought up a golden tripod' 
which, they say, Helen, at her return from Troy, upon the remembrance 
of an old prophecy, threw in there. Now, the strangers at first contesting 
with the fishers about the tripod, and the cities espousing the quarrel so 
far as to engage themselves in a war, Apollo decided the controversy by 
commanding to present it to the wisest man; and first it was sent to 
Miletus to Thales, the Coans freely presenting him with that for which 
they fought against the whole body of the Milesians; but Thales de
claring Bias the wiser person, it was sent to him; from him to another; 
and so, going round them all, it came to Thales a second time; and, at 
last, being carried from Miletus to Thebes, was there dedicated to Apollo 
Ismenius. Theophrastus writes that it was first presented to Bias at 
Priene; and next to Thales at Miletus, and so through all it returned to 
Bias, and was afterwards sent to Delphi. This is the general report, only 
some, instead of a tripod, say this present was a cup sent by Crcesus; 
others, a piece of plate that one Bathycles had left. It is stated, that 
Anacharsis and Solon, and Solon and Thales, were familiarly acquainted 
and some have delivered parts of their discourse; for, they say, Anacharsis, 
coming to Athens, knocked at Solon’s door, and told him, that he, being 
a stranger, was come to be his guest, and contract a friendship with him; 
and Solon replying, “It is better to make friends at home,” Anacharsis 
replied, “Then you that are at home make friendship with me.” Solon,
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somewhat surprised at the readiness of the repartee, received him kindly, 
and kept him some time with him, being already engaged in public business 
and the compilation of his lav/s; which, when Anacharsis understood, 
he laughed at him for imagining the dishonesty and covetousness of his 
countrymen could be restrained by written laws, which were like spiders’ 
webs, and would catch, it is true, the weak and poor, but easily be broken 
by the mighty and rich. To this Solon rejoined that men keep their 
promises when neither side can get anything by the break'ng of them; 
and he would so fit his laws to the citizens, that all should understand 
it was more eligible to be just than to break the laws. But the event 
rather agreed with the conjecture of Anacharsis than Solon’s hope. 
Anacharsis, being once at the Assembly, expressed his wonder at the fact 
that in Greece wise men spoke and fools decided.

Solon went, they say, to Thales, at Miletus, and wondered that Thales 
took no care to get him a wife and children. To this, Thales made no 
answer for the present; but a few days after procured a stranger to 
pretend that he had left Athens ten days ago; and Solon inquiring what 
news there, the man, according to his instructions, replied, “None but a 
young man’s funeral, which the whole city attended; for he was the son, 
they said, of an honourable man, the most virtuous of the citizens, who 
was not then at home, but had been travelling a long time.” Solon replied, 
“What a miserable man is he! But what was his name?” “I have heard 
it,” says the man, “but have now forgotten it, only there was a great talk 
of his wisdom and his justice.” Thus Solon was drawn on by every answer, 
and his fears heightened, till at last, being extremely concerned, he 
mentioned his own name, and asked the stranger if that young man was 
sailed Solon’s son; and the stranger assenting, he began to beat his head, 
and to do and say all that is usual with men in transports of grief. But 
Thales took his hand, and, with a smile, said, “These things, Solon, keep 
me from marriage and rearing children, which are too great for even your 
constancy to support; however, be not concerned at the report, for it is 
a fiction.” This Hermippus relates, from Patsecus, who boasted that he 
had ALsop’s soul.

However, it is irrational and poor-spirited not to seek conveniences for 
fear of losing them, for upon the same account we should not allow our
selves to like"wealth, glory, or wisdom, since we may fear to be deprived of 
all these; nay, even virtue itself, than which there is no greater nor more 
desirable possession, is often suspended by sickness or drugs. Now Thales, 
though unmarried, could not be free from solicitude unless he likewise felt 
no care for his friends, his kinsman, or his country; yet we are told he

I adopted Cybisthus, his sister’s son. For the soul, having a principle of 
kindness in itself, and being born to love, as well as perceive, think, or re
member, inclines and fixes upon some stranger, when a man has none of 
his own to embrace. And alien or illegitimate objects insinuate themselves 
into his affections, as into some estate that lacks lawful heirs; and with 
affection come anxiety and care; insomuch that you may see men that use 
the strongest language against the marriage-bed and the fruit of it. when
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some servant’s or concubine’s child is sick or dies, almost killed with grief, 
and abjectly lamenting. Some have given way to shameful and desperate 
sorrow at the loss of a dog or horse; others have borne the death of vir
tuous children without any extravagant or unbecoming grief, have passed 
the rest of their lives like men, and according to the principles of reason. 
It is not affection, it is weakness that brings men, unarmed against fortune', 
by reason, into these endless pains and terrors; and they indeed have not 
even the present enjoyment of what they dote upon, the possibility of the 
future loss causing them continual pangs, tremors, and distresses. We 
must, not provide against the loss of wealth by poverty, or of friends by 
refusing all acquaintance, or of children by having none, but by morality 
and reason. But of this too much.

Now, when the Athenians were tired with a tedious and difficult war 
that they conducted against the Megarians for the island Salamis, and 
made a law that it should be death for any man, by writing or speaking, 
to assert that the city ought to endeavour to recover it, Solon, vexed at 
the disgrace, and perceiving thousands of the youth wished for somebody 
to begin, but did not dare to stir first for fear of the law, counterfeited a 
distraction, and by his own family it was spread about the city that he was 
mad. He then secretly composed some elegiac verses, and getting them by 
heart, that it might seem extempore, ran out into the market-place with a 
cap upon his head, and, the people gathering about him, got upon the 
herald’s stand, and sang that elegy which begins thus:—

“I am a herald come from Salamis the fair,
My news from thence my verses shall declare.”

The poem is called Salamis; it contains an hundred verses very elegantly 
written; when it had been sung, his friends commended it, and especially 
Pisistratus exhorted the citizens to obey his directions; insomuch that 
they recalled the law, and renewed the war under Solon’s conduct. The 
popular tale is, that with Pisistratus he sailed to Colias, and, finding the 
women, according to the custom of the country there, sacrificing to Ceres, 
he sent a trusty friend to Salamis, who should pretend himself a renegade, 
and advise them, if they desired to seize the chief Athenian women, to 
come with him at once to Colias; the Megarians presently sent off men 
in the vessel with him; and Solon, seeing it put off from the island, com
manded the women to be gone, and some beardless youths, dressed in 
their clothes, their shoes and caps, and privately armed with daggers, to 
dance and. play near the shore till the enemies had landed and the vessel 
was in their power. Things being thus ordered, the Megarians were lured 
with the appearance, and, coming to the shore, jumped out, eager who 
should first seize a prize, so that not one of them escaped; and the Athen
ians set sail for the island and took it.

Others say that it was not taken this way, but that he first received this 
oracle from Delphi:—

“Those heroes that in fair Asopia rest,



things! for did the Athenians foresee what mischief this would do their 
city, they would even eat it with their own teeth to be rid of it.” A 
similar anticipation is ascribed to Thales; they say he commanded his 
friends to bury him in an obscure and contemned quarter of the territory 
of Miletus, saying that it should some day be the market-place of the 
Milesians. Epimenides, being much honoured, and receiving from the 
city rich offers of large gifts and privileges, requested but one branch of 
the sacred olive, and, on that being granted, returned.

The Athenians, now the Cylonian sedition was over and the polluted 
gone into banishment, fell into their old quarrels about the government, 
there being as many different parties as there were diversities’ in the 
country. The Hill quarter favoured democracy, the Plain, oligarchy, and 
those that lived by the Seaside stood for a mixed sort of government, and 
so hindered either of the other parties from prevailing. And the disparity 
of fortune between the rich and the poor, at that time, also reached its 
height; so that the city seemed to be in a truly dangerous condition, and 
no other means for freeing it from disturbances and settling it to be 
possible but a despotic power. All the people were indebted to the rich; 
and either they tilled their land for their creditors, paying them a sixth 
part of the increase, and were, therefore, called Hectemorii and Thetes, 
or else they engaged their body for the debt, and might be seized, and 
either sent into slavery at home, or sold to strangers; some (for no law 
forbade it) were forced to sell their children, or fly their country to avoid 
the cruelty of their creditors; but the most part and the bravest of them 
began to combine together and encourage one another to stand to it, to 
choose a leader, to liberate the condemned debtors, divide the land, and 
change the government.

Then the wisest of the Athenians, perceiving Solon was of all men the 
only one not implicated in the troubles, that he had not joined in the 
exactions of the rich, and was not involved in the necessities of the pocr, 
pressed him to succour the commonwealth and compose the differences.. 
Though Phanias the Lesbian affirms, that Solon, to save his country, put 
a trick upon both parties, and privately promised the poor a division of 
the lands, and the rich security for their debts. Solon, however, himself 
says, that it was reluctantly at first that he engaged in state affairs, being 
afraid of the pride of one party and the greediness of the other; he was 
chosen archon, however, after Philombrotus, and empowered to be an 
arbitrator and lawgiver; the rich consenting because he was wealthy, the 
poor because he was honest. There was a saying of his current before the 
election, that when things are even there never can be war, and this 
pleased both parties, the wealthy and the poor; the one conceiving him to 
mean, when all have their fair proportion; the others, when all are ab
solutely equal. Thus, there being great hopes on both sides, the chief men 
pressed Solon to take the government into his own hands, and, when he 
was once settled, manage the business freely and according to his 
pleasure; and many of the commons, perceiving it would be a difficult 
change to be effected by law and reason, were willing to have one wist
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and just man set over the affairs; and some say that Solon had this oracle 
from Apollo—

“Take the mid-seat, and be the vessel’s guide;
Many in Athens are upon your side.”

But chiefly his familiar friends chid him for disaffecting monarchy only 
because of the name, as if the virtue of the ruler could not make it a 
lawful form; Euboea had made this experiment when it chose Tynnondas, 
and Mitylene, which had made Pittacus its prince; yet this could not shake 
Solon’s resolution; but, as they say, he replied to his friends, that it was 
true a tyranny was a '7ery fair spot, but it had no way down from it; and 
in a copy of verses to Phocus he writes—

“that I spared my land,
And withheld from usurpation and from violence my hand,
And forbore to fix a stain and a disgrace on my good name,
I regret not; I believe that it will be my chiefest fame.”

From which it is manifest that he was a man of great reputation before 
he gave his laws. The several mocks that were put upon him for refusing 
the power, he records in these words:— ^

“Solon surely was a dreamer, and a man of simple mind;
When the gods would give him fortune, he of his own will declined; 
When the net was full of fishes, over-heavy thinking it,
He declined to haul it up, through want of heart and want of wit. 
Had but I that chance of riches and of kingship, for one day,
I would give my skin for flaying, and my house to die away.”

Thus he makes the many and the low people speak of him. Yet, though 
he refused the government, he was not too mild in the affair; he did not 
show himself mean and submissive to the powerful, nor make his laws 
to pleasure those that chose him. For where it was well before, .he applied 
no remedy, nor altered anything, for fear lest—

“Overthrowing altogether and disordering the state,”

he should be too weak to new-model and recompose it to a tolerable 
condition; but what he thought he could effect by persuasion upon the 
pliable, and by force upon the stubborn, this he did, as he himself says—

“With force and justice working both in one.”

And, therefore, when he was afterwards asked if he had left the Athenians 
the best laws that could be given, he replied, “The best they could receive.” 
The way which, the moderns say, the Athenians have of softening the 
badness of a thing, by ingeniously giving it some pretty and innocent 
appellation, calling harlots, for example, mistresses, tributes customs, a



garrison a guard, and the jail the chamber, seem originally to have been 
Solon’s contrivance, who called cancelling debts Seisacthea, a relief, or 
disencumbrance. For the first thing which he settled was, that what debts 
remained should be forgiven, and no man, for the future, should engage 
the body of his debtor for security. Though some, as Androtion, affirm 
that the debts were not cancelled, but the interest only lessened, which 
sufficiently pleased the people; so that they named this benefit the Seisac
thea, together with the enlarging their measures, and raising the value 
of their money; for he made a pound, which before passed for seventy- 
three drachmas, go for a hundred; so that, though the number of pieces in 
the payment was equal, the value was less; which proved a considerable 
benefit to those that were to discharge great debts, and no loss to the 
creditors. But most agree that it was the taking off the debts that was 
called Seisacthea, which is confinned by some places in his poem, where 
he takes honour to himself, that—

"The mortgage-stones that covered her, by me 
Removed,—the land that was a slave is free:”

that some who had been seized for their debts he had brought back from 
other countries, where—

“—so far their lot to roam,
They had forgot the language of their home;”

and some he had set at liberty—
“Who here in shameful servitude were held.”

While he was designing this, a most vexatious thing happened; for when 
he had resolved to take off the debts, and was considering the proper 
form and fit beginning for it, he told some of his friends, Conon, Clinias, 
and Hipponicus, in whom he had a great deal of confidence, that he would 
not meddle with the lands, but only free the people from their debts; upon 
which they, using their advantage, made haste and borrowed some con
siderable sums of money, and purchased some large farms; and when the 
law was enacted, they kept the possessioils, and would not return the 
money; which brought Solon into great suspicion and dislike, as if he 
himseh had not been abused, but was concerned in the contrivance. But 
he presently stopped this suspicion, by releasing his debtors of five talents 
(for he had lent so much), according to the law; others, as Polyzelus the 
Rhodian, say fifteen; his friends, however, were ever afterward called 
Chreocopidse, repudiators.

In this he pleased neither party, for the rich were angry for their money, 
and the poor that the land was not divided, and, as Lycurgus ordered in 
his commonwealt),, all men reduced to equality. He, it is true, being the 
eleventh from Hercules, and having reigned many years in Lacedaemon, 
had got a great reputation and friends and power, which he could use
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in modelling his state; and applying force more than persuasion, insomuch 
that he lost his eye in the scuffle, was able to employ the most effectual 
means for the safety and harmony of a state, by not permitting any to be 
poor or rich in his commonwealth. Solon could not rise to that in nis 
polity, being but a citizen of the middle classes; yet be acted fully up to 
the height of his power, having nothing but the good-will and good opinion 
of his citizens to rely on; and that he offended the most part, who looked 
for another result, he declares in the words—

“Formerly they boasted of me vainly; with averted eyes 
Now they look askance upon me; friends no more, but enemies.”

And yet had any other man, he says, received the same power—
“He would not have forborne, nor let alone,
But made the fattest of the milk his own.”

Soon however, becoming sensible of the good that was done, they laid 
by their grudges, made a public sacrifice, calling it Seisacthea, and. chose 
Solon to new-model and make laws for the commonwealth, giving him the 
entire power over everything, their magistracies, their assemblies, courts, 
and councils; that he should appoint the number, times of meeting, and 
what estate they must have that could be capable of these, and dissolve 
or continue any of the present constitutions, according to his pleasure. _

First then he repealed all Draco’s laws, except those concerning homi
cide because they were too severe, and the punishment too great; for 
death was appointed for almost all offences, insomuch that those that were 
convicted of idleness were to die, and those that stole a cabbage or an 
apple to suffer even as villains that committed sacrilege or murder, bo 
that Demades, in after time, was thought to have said very happily, that 
Draco’s laws were written not with ink but blood; and he himself, being 
once asked why he made death the punishment of most offences, replied, 
“Small ones deserve that, and I have no higher for the grea.ter crimes.

Next Solon, being willing to continue the magistracies in the nands of 
the rich men, and yet receive the people into the other part of the govern
ment, took an account of the citizens’ estates, and those that were worth 
five hundred measures of fruit, dry and liquid, he placed m the first rank, 
callino- them Pentacosiomedimni; those that could keep an horse, or were 
worth°three hundred measures, were named Hippada Teluntes, and made 
the second class; the Zeugitae, that had two hundred measures, were m the 
third- and all the others were called Tlietes, who were not admitted to 
any office, but could come to the assembly, and act as jurors; which at 
first seemed nothing, but afterwards was found an enormous privilege, as 
almost every matter of dispute came before them in this latter capacity. 
Even in the cases which he assigned to the archon’s cognisance, he 
allowed an appeal to the courts. Besides, it is said that he was obscure 
and ambiguous in the wording of his laws, on purpose to increase the 
honour of his courts; for since their differences could not be adjusted
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by the letter, they would have to bring all their causes to the judges, who 
thus were in a manner masters of the laws. Of this equalisation he himself 
makes mention in this manner:—

i:Such power I gave the people as might do,
Abridged not what they had, now lavished new,
Those that were great in wealth and high in place 
My counsel likewise kept from all disgrace.
Before them both I held my shield of might,
And let not either touch the other’s right.”

Arid for the greater security of the weak commons, he gave general liberty 
if indicting for an act of injury; if any one was beaten, maimed, or 
suffered any violence, any man that would and was able might prosecute 
the wrong-doer; intending by this to accustom the citizens, like members 
of the same body, to.resent and be sensible of one another’s injuries. And 
there is a saying of his agreeable to his law, for, being asked what city was 
best modelled, “That,” said he, “where those that are not injured try and 

, punish the unjust as much as those that are.”
When he had constituted the Areopagus of those who had been yearly 

archons, of which he himself was a member therefore, observing that the 
people, now free from their debts, were unsettled and imperious, he formed 
another council, of four hundred, a hundred out of each of the four tribes, 
which was to inspect all matters before they were propounded to the 
people, and to take care that nothing but what had been first examined 
should be brought before the general assembly. The upper council, or 
Areopagus, he made inspectors and keepers of the laws, conceiving that 
the commonwealth, held by these two councils, like anchors, would be 
less liable to be tossed by tumults, and the people be more quiet. Such is 
the genetal statement, that Solon instituted the Areopagus; which seems 
to be confirmed, because Draco makes no mention of the Areopagites, but 
in all. causes of blood refers to the Ephette; yet Solon’s thirteenth table 
contains the eighth law set down in these very words: “Whoever before 
Solon’s archonship were disfranchised, let them be restored, except those 
that, being condemned by the Areopagus, Ephetae, or in the Prytaneum 
by the kings, for homicide, murder, or designs against the government, 
were in banishment when this law was made;” and these words seem to 
show that the Areopagus existed before Solon’s laws, for who could be 
condemned by that council before his time, if he was the first that 
instituted the court? unless, which is probable, there is some ellipsis, or 
want of precision in the language, and it should run thus:—“Those that 
are convicted of such offences as belong to the cognisance of the Areo
pagites, Ephetae, or the Prytanes, when this law was made,” shall remain 
still in disgrace, whilst others are restored; of this the reader must judge.
(Amongst his other laws, one is very peculiar and surprising, which dis

franchises all who stand neuter in a sedition; for it seems he would not 
have any one remain insensible and regardless of the public good, and
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securing his private affairs, glory that he has no feeling of the distempers 1 
of his country; but at once join with the good party and those that have i 
the right upon their side, assist and venture with them, rather than keep} 
out of harm’s way and watch who would get the better. It seems an 1 
absurd and foolish law which permits an heiress, if her lawful husband 
fail her, to take his nearest kinsman; yet some say this law was well 
contrived against those who, conscious of their own unfitness, yet, for the 
sake of the portion, would match with heiresses, and make use of law to 
put a violence upon nature; for now, since she can quit him for whom 
she pleases, they would either abstain from such marriages, or continue 
them with disgrace, and suffer for their covetousness and designed affront; 
it is well done, moreover, to confine her to her husband’s nearest kinsman, 
that the children may be of the same family. Agreeable to this is the law 
that the bride and bridegroom shall be shut into a chamber, and eat a 
quince together; and that the husband of an heiress shall consort with 
her thrice a month; for though there be no children, yet it is an honour 
and due affection which an husband ought to pay to a virtuous, chaste 
wife; it takes off all petty differences, and will not permit their little 
quarrels to proceed to a rupture.

In all other marriages he forbade dowries to be given; the wife was to 
have three suits of clothes, a little inconsiderable household stuff, and that 
was all; for he would not have marriages contracted for gain or an estate, 
but for pure love, kind affection, and birth of children. When the mother 
of Dionysius desired him to marry her to one of his citizens, “Indeed,” 
said he, “by my tyranny I have broken my country’s laws, but cannot put 
a violence upon those of nature by an unseasonable marriage.” Such 
disorder is never to be suffered in a commonwealth, nor such unseasonable 
and unloving and unperforming marriages, which attain no due end or 
fruit; any provident governor or lawgiver might say to an old man that 
takes a young wife what is said to Philoctetes in the tragedy—

“Truly, in a fit state thou to marry!”

and if he find a young man, with a rich and elderly wife, growing fat in 
his place, like the partridges, remove him to a young woman of proper 
age. And of this enough.

Another commendable law of Solon’s is that which forbids men to 
speak evil of the dead; for it is pious to think the deceased sacred, and 
just, not to meddle with those that are gone, and politic, to prevent the 
perpetuity of discord. He likewise forbade them to speak evil of the living 
in the temples, the courts of justice, the public offices, or at the games, or 
else to pay three drachmas to the person, and two to the public. For never 
to be able to control passion shows a weak nature and ill-breeding; and 
always to moderate it is very hard, and to some impossible. And laws 
must look to possibilities, if the maker designs to punish few in order to 
their amendment, and not many to no purpose.

He is likewise much commended for his law concerning wills; for before
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him none could be made, but all the wealth and estate of the deceased
belonged to his family; but he by permitting them, if they had no

1 children, to bestow it on whom they pleased, showed that he esteemed 
friendship a stronger tie than kindred, and affection than necessity; and 
made every man’s estate truly his own. Yet he allowed not all sorts of 
legacies, but those only which were not extorted by the frenzy of a 
disease, charms, imprisonment, force, or the persuasions of a wife; with 
good reason thinking that being seduced into wrong was as bad as being 
forced, and that between deceit and necessity, flattery and compulsion, 
there was little difference, since both may equally suspend the exercise 
•of reason.

He regulated the walks, feasts, and mourning of the women, and took 
away everything that was either unbecoming or immodest; when they 
walked abroad, no more than three articles of dress were allowed them; 
an obol’s worth of meat and drink; and no basket above a cubit high; 
and at night they were not to go about unless in a chariot with a torch 
before them. Mourners tearing themselves to raise pity, and set wailings, 
and at one man’s funeral to lament for another, he forbade. To offer an 
ox at the grave was not permitted, nor to bury above three pieces of 
dress with the body, or visit the tombs of any besides their own family, 
unless at the very funeral; most of which are likewise forbidden by our 
laws, but this is further added in ours, that those that are convicted of 
extravagance in their mournings are to be punished as soft and effeminate 
by the censors of women.

Observing the city to be filled with persons that flocked from all parts 
into Attica for security of living, and that most of the country was barren 
and unfruitful, and that traders at sea import nothing to those that could 
give them nothing in exchange, he turned his citizens to trade, and made 
a law that no son be obliged to relieve a father who had not bred him up 
to any calling. It is true, Lycurgus, having a city free from all strangers, 
and land, according to Euripides—

“Large for large hosts, for twice their number much,”

and, above all, an abundance of labourers about Sparta, who should not 
be left idle, but be kept down with continual toil and work, did well to 
take off his citizens from laborious and mechanical occupations, and keep 
them to their arms, and teach them only the art of war. But Solon, fitting 
his laws to the state of things, and not making things to suit his laws, 
and finding the ground scarce rich enough to maintain the husbandmen, 
and altogether incapable of feeding an unoccupied and leisured multitude, 
brought trades into credit, and ordered the Areopagites to examine how 
•every man got his living, and chastise the idle. But that law was yet more 
rigid which, as Heraclides Ponticus delivers, declared the sons of un
married mothers not obliged to relieve their fathers; for he that avoids 
the honourable form of union shows that he does not take a woman for 
children, but for pleasure, and thus gets his just reward, and has taker.
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away from himself every title to upbraid his children, to whom he has 
made their very birth a scandal and reproach.

Solon’s laws in general about women are his strangest; for he permitted 
any one to kill an adulterer that found him in the act; but if any one 
forced a free woman, a hundred drachmas was the fine; if he enticed her, 
twenty; except those that sell themselves openly, that is, harlots, who 
go openly to those that hire them. He made it unlawful to sell a daughter 
or a sister, unless, being yet unmarried, she was found wanton. Now 
it is irrational to punish the same crime sometimes very severely and 
without remorse, and sometimes very lightly, and as it were in sport, with 
a trivial fine; unless there being little money then in Athens, scarcity 
made those mulcts the more grievous punishment. In the valuation for 
sacrifices, a sheep and a bushel were both estimated at a drachma; the 
victor in the Isthmian games was to have for reward an hundred drachmas; 
the conqueror in the Olympian, five hundred; he that brought a wolf, 
five drachmas; for a whelp, one; the former sum, as Demetrius the 
Phalerian asserts, was the value of an ox, the latter, of a sheep. The prices 
which Solon, in his sixteenth table, sets on choice victims, were naturally 
far greater; yet they, too, are very low in comparison of the present. The 
Athenians were, from the beginning, great enemies to wolves, their fields 
being better for pasture than corn. Some affirm their tribes did not take 
their names from the sons of Ion, but from the different sorts of occupation 
that they followed; the soldiers were called Hoplitae, the craftsmen Er- 
gades, and, of the remaining two, the farmers Gedeontes, and the shep
herds and graziers Afgicores.

Since the country has but few rivers, lakes, or large springs, and many 
used wells which they had dug, there was a law made, that, where there 
was a public well within a hippicon, that is, four furlongs, all should draw 
at that; but when it was farther off, they should try and procure a well 
of their own; and if they had dug ten fathoms deep and could find no 
water, they had liberty to fetch a pitcherful of four gallons and a half 
in a day from their neighbours’; for he thought it prudent to make pro
vision against want, but not to supply laziness. He showed skill in his 
orders about planting, for any one that would plant another tree was not 
to set it within five feet of his neighbour’s field; but if a fig or an olive 
not within nine; for their roots spread farther, nor can they be planted 
near all sorts of trees without damage, for they draw away the nourish
ment, and in some cases are noxious by their effluvia. He that would 
dig a pit or a ditch was to dig it at the distance of its own depth from his 
neighbour’s ground; and he that would raise stocks of bees was not to 
place them within three hundred feet of those which another had already 
raised.

He permitted only oil to be exported, and those that exported any 
other fruit, the archon was solemnly to curse, or else pay an hundred 
drachmas himself; and this law was written in his first table, and, there
fore, let none think it incredible, as some affirm, that the exportation of 
figs was once unlawful, and the informer against the delinquents called
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a sycophant. He made a law, also, concerning hurts and injuries from 
beasts, in which he commands the master of any dog that bit a man to 
■deliver him up with a log about his neck, four and a half feet long; a 
happy device for men’s security. The law concerning naturalising strangers 
is of doubtful character; he permitted only those to be made free of 
Athens who were in perpetual exile from their own country, or came 
with their whole family to trade there; this he did, not to discourage 
strangers, but rather to invite them to a permanent participation in the 
privileges of the government; and, besides, he thought those would prove 
the more faithful citizens who had been forced from their own country, 
or voluntarily forsook it. The law of public entertainment (parasitein is 
his name for it) is also peculiarly Solon’s; for if any man came often, or 
if he that was invited refused, they were punished, for he concluded 
that one was greedy, the other a contemner of the state.

All his laws he established for an hundred years, and wrote them on 
wooden tables or rollers, named axones, which might be turned round in 
oblong cases; some of their relics were in my time still to be seen in the 
Prytaneum, or common hall at Athens. These, as Aristotle states, were 
called cyrbes, and there is a passage of Cratinus the comedian—

“By Solon, and by Draco, if you please,
Whose Cyrbes make the fires that parch our peas.”

But some say those are properly cyrbes, which contain laws concerning 
sacrifices and the rites of religion, and all the others axones. The council 
all jointly swore to confirm the laws, and every one of the Thesmothetse 
vowed for himself at the stone in the market-place, that if he broke any 
of the statutes, he would dedicate a golden statue, as big as himself, at 
Delphi.

Observing the irregularity of the months, and that the moon does not 
always rise and set with the sun, but often in the same day overtakes and 
gets before him, he ordered the day should be named the Old and New, 
; .ttributing that part of it which was before the conjunction to the old 
moon, and the rest to the new, he being the first, it seems, that under
stood that verse of Homer—

“The end and the beginning of the month,”—

and the following day he called the new moon. After the twentieth he did 
not count by addition, but, like the moon itself in its wane, by subtraction; 
thus up to the thirtieth.

Now when these laws were enacted, and some came to Solon every day, 
to commend or dispraise them, and to advise, if possible, to leave out or 
put in something, and many criticised and desired him to explain, and tell 
the meaning of such and such a passage, he, knowing that to do it was 
useless, and not to do it would get him ill-will, and desirous to bring 
himself out of all straits, and to escape all displeasure and exceptions, it 
being a hard thing, as he himself says—
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showed himself to all discerning eyes to be a man that despised the 
gaudiness and petty ostentation of it, he commanded them to open all 
his treasure houses, and carry him to see his sumptuous furniture and 
luxuries, though he did not wish it; Solon could judge of him well enough 
by the first sight of him; and, when he returned from viewing all, Croesus 
asked him if ever he had known a happier man than he. And when Solon 
answered that he had known one Tellus, a fellow-citizen of his own, and 
told him that this Tellus had been an honest man, had had good children, 
a competent estate, and died bravely in battle for his country, Crcesus 
took him for an ill-bred fellow and a fool, for not measuring happiness by 
the abundance of gold and silver, and preferring the life and death of a 
private and mean man before so much power and empire. He asked him, 
however, again, if, besides Tellus, he knew any other man more happy. 
And Solon replying, Yes, Cleobis and Biton, who were loving brothers, 
and extremely dutiful sons to their mother, and, when the oxen delayed 
her, harnessed themselves to the waggon, and drew her to Juno’s temple, 
her neighbours all calling her happy, and she herself rejoicing; then, after 
sacrificing and feasting, they went to rest, and never rose again, but. died 
in the midst of their honour a painless and tranquil death. “What,” said 
Crcesus, angrily, “and dost not thou reckon us amongst the happy men 
at all?” Solon, unwilling either to flatter or exasperate him more, replied, 
“The gods, O king, have given the Greeks all other gifts in moderate degree; 
and so our wisdom, too, is a cheerful and a homely, not a noble and kingly 
wisdom; and this, observing the numerous misfortunes that attend all 
conditions, forbids us to grow insolent upon our present enjoyments, or 
to admire any man’s happiness that may yet, in course of time, suffer 
change. For the uncertain future has yet to come, with every possible 
variety of fortune; and him only to whom the divinity has continued 
happiness unto the end we call happy; to salute as happy one that is still 
in the midst of life and hazard, we think as little safe and conclusive as to 
crown and proclaim as victorious the wrestler that is yet in the ring.” After 
this, he was dismissed, having given Croesus some pain, but no instruction.

J3sop, who wrote the fables, being then at Sardis upon Croesus’s in
vitation, and very much esteemed, was concerned that Solon was so ill 
received, and gave him this advice: “Solon, let your converse with kings 
be either short or seasonable.” “Nay, rather,” replied Solon, “either short 
or reasonable.” So at this time Croesus despised Solon; but when he was 
overcome by Cyrus, had lost his city, was taken alive, condemned to be 
burnt, and laid bound upon the pile before all the Persians and Cyrus him
self, he cried out as loud as possibly he could three times, “O Solon! ” and 
Cyrus being surprised, and sending some to inquire what man or god this 
Solon was, who alone he invoked in this extremity, Croesus told him the 
whole story, saying, “He was one of the wise men of Greece, whom I 
sent for, not to be instructed, or to learn anything that I wanted, but 
that he should see and be a witness of my happiness; the loss of which 
was, it seems, to be a greater evil than the enjoyment was a good; for 
when I had them they were goods only in opinion, but now the loss of
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them has brought upon me intolerable and real evils. And he, conjecturing 
from what then was, this that now is, bade look to the end of my life, 
and not rely and grow proud upon uncertainties.’’ When this was told 
'"'yrus who was a wiser man than Crcesus, and saw in the present example 
Solon’s maxim confirmed, he not only freed Crcesus from punishment, but 
honoured him as long as he liyed; and Solon had the glory, by the same j 
saying, to save one king and instruct another.

When Solon was gone, the citizens began to quarrel; Lycurgus headed 
the Plain; Megacles, the son of Alcmceon, those to the Seaside; and 
Pisistratus the Hill-party, in which were the poorest people, the Thetes, 
wid greatest enemies to the rich; insomuch that, though the city still 
used the new laws, yet all looked for and desired a change of government, 
Poping severally that the change would be better for them, and put them 
above the contrary faction. Affairs standing thus, Solon returned, and was 
reverenced by all, and honoured; but his old age would not permit him to 
be as active, and to speak in public, as formerly; yet, by privately con
ferring with the heads of the factions, he endeavoured to compose the 
differences, Pisistratus appearing the most tractable; for he was extremely 
smooth and engaging in his language, a great friend to the poor, and 
moderate in his resentments; and what nature had not given him, he had 
the skill to imitate; so that he was trusted more than the others, being 
accounted a prudent and orderly man, one that loved equality, and would 

•e an enemy to any that moved against the present settlement. Ihus he 
deceived the majority of people; but Solon quickly discovered his charac
ter and found out his design before any one else; yet did not hate him 
upon this, but endeavoured to humble him, and bring him off from his 
ambition, and often told him and others, that if any one could banish the 
passion for pre-eminence from his mind, and cure him of his desire of 
absolute power, none would make a more virtuous man or a more ex
cellent citizen. Thespis, at this time, beginning to act tragedies, and the 
thing, because it was new, taking very much with the. multitude, though 
it was not yet made a matter of competition, Solon, being by nature fond 
of hearing and learning something new, and now, in his.old age, living 
idly, and enjoying himself, indeed, with music and with wine, went to see| 
Thespis himself, as the ancient custom was, act: and after the play was 
done he addressed him, and asked him if he was not ashamed to tell so 
many lies before such a number of people; and Thespis replying that it 
was no harm to say or do so in play, Solon vehemently struck his staff 
against the ground: “Ah,” said he, “if we honour and commend such| 
play as this, we shall find it some day in our business. . ''

Now when Pisistratus, having wounded himself, was Drought into the 
market-place in a chariot, and stirred up the. people, as if he had been 
thus treated by his opponents because of his political conduct, and a 
great many were enraged and cried out, Solon, coming close to him, sai , , 
“This O son of Hippocrates, is a bad copy of. Homer s Ulysses; you do, 
to trick your countrymen, what he did to deceive his enemies. After this, < 
the people were eager to protect Pisistratus, and met in an assembly,
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where one Ariston making a motion that they should allow Pisistratus 
fifty clubmen for a guard to his person, Solon opposed it, and said much 
to the same purport as what he has left us in his poems—

“You dote upon his words and taking phrase;”

and again—

“True, you are singly each a crafty soul,
But all together make one empty fool.”

But observing the poor men bent to gratify Pisistratus, and tumultuous, 
and the rich fearful and getting out of harm’s way, he departed, saying he 
was wiser than some and stouter than others; wiser than those that did not 
understand the design, stouter than those that, though they understood it, 
were afraid to oppose the tyranny. Now, the people, having passed the 
law, were not nice with Pisistratus about the number of his clubmen, but 
took no notice of it, though he enlisted and kept as many as he would 
until he seized the Acropolis. When that was done, and the city in an 

j uproar, Megacles, with all his family, at once fled; but Solon, though he 
was now very old, and had none to back him, yet came into the market
place and made a speech to the citizens, partly blaming their inadvertency 
and meanness of spirit, and in part urging and exhorting them not thus

I tamely to lose their liberty; and likewise then spoke that memorable say
ing, that, before, it was an easier task to stop the rising tyranny, but now 
the great and more glorious action to destroy it, when it was begun 
already, and had gathered strength. But all being afraid to side with him, 
he returned home, and, taking his arms, he brought them out and laid 
them in the porch before his door, with these words: “I have done my part 
to maintain my country and my laws,” and then he busied himself no 
more. His friends advising him to fly, he refused, but wrote poems, and 
thus reproached the Athenians in them:—

“If now you suffer, do not blame the Powers,
For they are good, and all the fault was ours,
All the strongholds you put into his hands,
And now his slaves must do what he commands.”

And many telling him that the tyrant would take his life for this, and 
asking what he trusted to, that he ventured to speak so boldly, he replied,

| “To m7 old age.” But Pisistratus, having got the command, so extremely 
: courted Solon, so honoured him, obliged him, and sent to see him, that 
j Solon gave him his advice, and approved many of his actions; for he re

tained most of Solon’s laws, observed them himself, and compelled his 
friends to obey. And he himself, though already absolute ruler, being 
accused of murder before the Areopagus, came quietly to clear himself; 
but his accuser did not appear. And he added other laws, one of which 
is that the maimed in the wars should be maintained at the public charge;

POPLICOLA
this Heraclides Ponticus records, and that Pisistratus followed Solon’s 
example in this, who had decreed it in the case of one Phersippus, that 
was maimed; and Theophrastus asserts that it was Pisistratus, not Solon, 
that made that law against laziness, which was the reason that the country 
was more productive, and the city tranquiller.

Now Solon, having begun the great work in verse, the history or fable 
of the Atlantic Island, which he had learned from the wise men in Sais, 
and thought convenient for the Athenians to know, abandoned it; not, 
as Plato says, by reason of want of time, but because of his age, and being 
discouraged at the greatness of the task; for that he had leisure enough, 
such verses testify, as—

“Each day grow older, and learn something new;”

and again—
“But now the Powers, of Beauty, Song, and Wine,

Which are most men’s delights, are also mine.”

Plato, willing to improve the story of the Atlantic Island, as if it were a 
fair estate that wanted an heir and came with some title to him, formed,, 
indeed, stately entrances, noble enclosures, large courts, such as never yet 
introduced any story, fable, or poetic fiction; but, beginning it late, ended 
his life before his work; and the reader’s regret for the unfinished part is 
the greater, as the satisfaction he takes in that which is complete is extra
ordinary. For as the city of Athens left only the temple of Jupiter' 
Olympius unfinished, so Plato, amongst all his excellent works, left this 
only piece about the Atlantic Island imperfect. Solon lived after Pisistratus 
seized the government, as Heraclides Ponticus asserts, a long time; but 
Phanias the Eresian says not two full years; for Pisistratus began his 
tyranny when Comias was archon, and Phanias says Solon died under 
Hegestratus, who succeeded Comias. The story that his ashes were 
scattered about the island Salamis is too strange to be easily believed, or 
be thought anything but a mere fable; and yet it is given, amongst other 
good authors, by Aristotle, the philosopher.

POPLICOLA
[Pu&lkola]

Such was Solon. To him we compare Poplicola, who received this latei 
title from the Roman people for his merit, as a noble accession to his 
former name, Publius Valerius. He descended from Valerius, a man 
amongst the early citizens, reputed the principal reconciler of the dif
ferences betwixt the Romans and Sabines, and one that was most instru
mental in persuading their kings to assent to peace and union. Thus
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device for destroying the distinction between the noble and the base-born, 
and between those of the whole and those of the half-blood of Athens. 
However, it is certain that he was related to the house of Lycomedae; 
for Simonides records that he rebuilt the chapel of Phlya, belonging to 
that family, and beautified it with pictures and other ornaments, after it 
had been burnt by the Persians.

It is confessed by all that from his youth he was of a vehement and im
petuous nature, of a quick apprehension, and a strong and aspiring bent for 
action and great affairs. The holidays and intervals in his studies he did not 
spend in play or idleness, as other children, but would be always inventing 
or arranging some oration or declamation to himself, the subject of which 
was generally the excusing or accusing his companions, so that his master 
would often say to him, “You, my boy, will be nothing small, but great 
one way or other, for good or else for bad.” He received reluctantly and 
carelessly instructions given him to improve his manners and behaviour, 
or to teach him any pleasing or graceful accomplishment, but whatever was 
said to improve him in sagacity, or in management of affairs, he would 
give attention to, beyond one of his years, from confidence in his natural- 
capacities for such things. And thus afterwards, when in company where 
people engaged themselves in what are commonly thought the liberal and 
elegant amusements, he was obliged to defend himself against the observa
tions of those who considered themselves highly accomplished, by the 
somewhat arrogant retort, that he certainly could not make use of any 
stringed instrument, could only, were a small and obscure city put into his 
hands, make it great and glorious. Notwithstanding this, Stesimbrotus 
says that Themistocles was a hearer of Anaxagoras, and that he studied 
natural philosophy under Melissus, contrary to chronology; Melissus com
manded the Samians in the siege by Pericles, who was much Themistocles’s 
junior; and with Pericles, also, Anaxagoras was intimate. They, there
fore, might rather be credited who report, that Themistocles was an ad
mirer of Mnesiphilus the Phrearrhian, who was neither rhetorican nor 
natural philosopher, but a professor of that which was then called wisdom, 
consisting in a sort of political shrewdness and practical sagacity, which 
had begun and continued, almost like a sect of philosophy, from Solon: 
but those who came afterwards, and mixed it with pleadings and legal 
artifices, and transformed the practical part of it into a mere art of 
speaking and an exercise of words, were generally called sophists. Themis
tocles resorted to Mnesiphilus when he had already embarked in politics.

In the first essays of his youth he was not regular nor happily balanced; 
he allowed himself to follow mere natural character, which, without the 
control of reason and instruction, is apt to hurry, upon either side, into 
sudden and violent courses, and very often to break away and determine 
upon the worst; as he afterwards owned himself, saying, that the wildest 
colts make the best horses, if they only get properly trained and broken 
in. But those who upon this fasten stories of their own invention, as of his 
being disowned by his father, and that his mother died for grief of her 
sfm’s ill-fame, certainly calumniate him; and there are others who relate,
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were not a fit match for their next neighbours, with their ships they might 
be able to repel the Persians and command Greece, thus, as Plato says, 
from steady soldiers he turned them into mariners and seamen tossed about 
the sea, and gave occasion for the reproach against him, that he took 
away from the Athenians the spear and the shield, and bound them to the 
bench and the oar. These measures he carried in the assembly, against the 
opposition, as Stesimbrotus relates, of Miltiades; and whether or no he 
hereby injured the purity and true balance of government may be a ques
tion for philosophers, but that the deliverance of Greece came at that time 
from the sea, and that these galleys restored Athens again after it was de
stroyed, were others wanting, Xerxes himself would be sufficient evidence, 
who, though his land-forces were still entire, after his defeat at sea, fled 
away, and thought himself no longer able to encounter the Greeks; and, 
as it seems to me, left Mardonius behind him, not out of any hopes he 
could have to bring them into subjection, but to hinder them from pur
suing him.

Themistocles is said to have been eager in the acquisition of riches, ac
cording to some, that he might be the more liberal; for loving to sacrifice 
often, and to be splendid in his entertainment of strangers, he required 
a plentiful revenue; yet he is accused by others of having been parsimon
ious and sordid to that degree that he would sell provisions which were 
sent to him as a present. He desired Diphilides, who was a breeder of 
horses, to give him a colt, and when he refused it, threatened that in a 
short time he would turn his house into a wooden horse, intimating that 
he would stir up dispute and litigation between him and some of his re
lations.

He went beyond all men in the passion for distinction. When he was still 
young and unknown in the world, he entreated Episcles of Hermione, who 
had a good hand at the lute and was much sought after by the Athenians, 
to come and practise at home with him, being ambitious of having people 
inquire after his house and frequent his company. When he came to the 
Olympic games, and was so splendid in his equipage and entertainments, 
in his rich tents and furniture, that he strove to outdo Cimon, he dis
pleased the Greeks, who thought that such magnificence might be allowed 
in one who was a young man and of a great family, but was a great piece 
of insolence in one as yet undistinguished, and without title or means for 
making any such display. In a dramatic contest, the play he paid for won 
the price, which was then a matter that excited much emulation; he put 
up a tablet in record of it, with the inscription: “Themistocles of Phrearrhi 
was at the charge of it; Phrynichus made it; Adimantus was archon.” He 
was well liked by the common people, would salute every particular citizen 
by his own name, and always show himself a just judge in questions of 
business between private men; he said to Simonides, the poet of Ceos, 
who desired something of him, when he was commander of the army, that 
was not reasonable, “Simonides, you would be no good poet if you wrote 
false measure, nor should I be a good magistrate if for favour I made 
false law.” And at another time, laughing at Simonides, he said, that he
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Nicogenes’s children, fell into a sort of frenzy and fit of inspiration, and 
cried out in verse—

“Night shall speak, and night instruct thee,
By the voice of night conduct thee.”

After this, Themistocles, going to bed, dreamed that he saw a snake coil 
itself up upon his belly, and so creep to his neck; then, as soon as it 
touched his face, it turned into an eagle, which spread its wings over him, 
and took him up and flew away with him a great distance; then there ap
peared a herald’s golden wand, and upon this at last it set him down 
securely, after infinite terror and disturbance.

His departure was effected by Nicogenes by the following artifice: The 
barbarous nations, and amongst them the Persians especially, are ex
tremely jealous, severe, and suspicious about their women, not only their 
wives, but also their bought slaves and concubines, whom they keep so 
strictly that no one ever sees them abroad; they spend their lives shut up 
within doors, and, when they take a journey, are carried in close tents, 
curtained in on all sides, and set upon a wagon. Such a travelling carriage 
being prepared for Themistocles, they hid him in it, and carried him on 
his journey, and told those whom they met or spoke with upon the road 
that they were conveying a young Greek woman out of Ionia to a noble
man at court.

Thucydides and Charon of Lampsacus say that Xerxes was dead, and 
that Themistocles had an interview with his son; but Ephorus, Dinon, 
Clitarchus, Heraclides, and many others, write that he came to Xerxes. 
The chronological tables better agree with the account of Thucydides, and 
yet neither can their statements be said to be quite set at rest.

When Themistocles was come to the critical point, he applied himself 
first to Artabanus, commander of a thousand men, telling him that he 
was a Greek, "nd desired to speak with the king about important affairs 
concerning which the king was extremely solicitous. Artabanus answered 
him: “O stranger, the laws of men are different, and one thing is honourable 
to one man, and to others another; but it is honourable for all to honour 
and observe their own laws. It is the habit of the Greeks, we are told, 
to honour, above all things, liberty and equality; but amongst our many 
excellent laws, we account this the most excellent, to honour the king, 
and to worship him, as the image of the great preserver of the universe; 
if, then, you shall consent to our laws, and fall down before the king and 
worship him, you may both see him and speak to him; but if your mind 
be otherwise, you must make use of others to intercede for you, for it is 
not the national custom here for the king to give audience to any one 
that doth not fall down before him.” Themistocles, hearing this, replied: 
“Artabanus, I, that come hither to increase the power and glory of the 
king, will not only submit myself to his laws, since so it hath pleased 
the god who exalteth the Persian empire to this greatness, but will also 
cause many more to be worshippers and adorers of the king. Let not this, 
therefore, be an impediment why I should not communicate to the king



making four in all; and ordained that, on the present occasion, the whole
people of Rome should sacrifice with garlands on their heads.

In the election of consuls held by Camillus, Marcus iEmilius was chosen 
of the patricians, and Lucius Sextius the first of the commonalty; and this 
was the last of all Camillus’s actions. In the year following, a pestilential 
sickness infected Rome, which, besides an infinite number of the common 
people, swept away most of the magistrates, among whom was Camillus; 
whose death cannot be called immature, if we consider his great age, or 
greater actions, yet was he more lamented than all the rest put together 
that then died of that distemper.
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Cesar once, seeing some wealthy strangers at Rome, carrying up and 
down with them in their arms and bosoms young puppy-dogs and monkeys, 
embracing and making much of them, took occasion not unnaturally to 
ask whether the women in their country were not used to bear children; 
by that prince-like reprimand gravely reflecting upon persons who spend 
and lavish upon brute beasts that affection and kindness which nature has 
implanted in us to be bestowed on those of our own kind. With like reason 
may we blame those who misuse that love of inquiry and observation which 
nature has implanted in our souls, by expending it on objects unworthy 
of the attention either of their eyes or their ears, while they disregard such 
as are excellent in themselves, and would do them good.

The mere outward sense, being passive in responding to the impression 
of the objects that come in its way and strike upon it, perhaps cannot help 
entertaining and taking notice of everything that addresses it, be it what 
it will, useful or unuseful; but, in the exercise of his mental perception, 
every man, if he chooses, has a natural power to turn himself upon all 
occasions, and to change and shift with the greatest ease to what he shall 
himself judge desirable. So that it becomes a man’s duty to pursue and 
make after the best and choicest of everything, that he may not only 
employ his contemplation, but may also be improved by it. For as that 
colour is more suitable to the eye whose freshness and pleasantness stimu
lates and strengthens the sight, so a man ought to apply his intellectual 
perception to such objects as, with the sense of delight, are apt to call it 
forth, and allure it to its own proper good and advantage.

Such objects we find in the acts of virtue, which also produce in the 
minds of mere readers about them an emulation and eagerness that may 
lead them on to imitation. In other things there does not immediately 
follow upon the admiration and liking of the thing done any strong desire 
of doing the like. Nay, many times, on the very contrary, when we are 
pleased with the work, we slight and set little by the workman or artist 
himself, as, for instance, in perfumes and purple dyes, we are taken with

the things themselves well enough, but do not think dyers and perfumers 
otherwise than low and sordid people. It was not said amiss by Antisthenes, 
when people told him that one Ismenias was an excellent piper. “It may be 
so,” said he, “but he is but a wretched human being, otherwise he would ' 
not have been an excellent piper.” And King Philip, to the same purpose, 
told his son Alexander, who once at a merry-meeting played a piece of 
music charmingly and skilfully, “Are you not ashamed, son, to play so| 
well?” For it is enough for a king or prince to find leisure sometimes to| 
hear others sing, and he does the muses quite honour enough when he 
pleases to be but present, while others engage in such exercises and trials 
of skill.

He who busies himself in mean occupations produces, in the very pains 
he takes about things of little or no use, an evidence against himself of his 
negligence and indisposition to what is really good. Nor did any generous 
and ingenuous young man, at the sight of the statue of Jupiter at Pisa, 
ever desire to be a Phidias, or on seeing that of Juno at Argos, long to be.; 
a Polycletus, or feel induced by his pleasure in their poems to wish to- 
be an Anacreon or Philetas or Archilochus. For it does not necessarily 
follow, that, if a piece of work please for its gracefulness, therefore he that.: 
wrought it deserves our admiration. Whence it is that neither do such, 
things really profit or advantage the beholders, upon the sight of which 
no zeal arises for the imitation of them, nor any impulse or inclination,, 
which may prompt any desire or endeavour of doing the like. But virtue,. > 
by the bare statement of its actions, can so affect men’s minds as to create 
at once both admiration of the tilings done and desire to imitate the doers 
of them. The goods of fortune we would possess and would enjoy; those of 
virtue we long to practise and exercise: we are content to receive the for
mer from others, the latter we wish others to experience from us. Moral 
good is a practical stimulus; it is no sooner seen, than it inspires an im
pulse to practice, and influences the mind and character not by a mere i 
imitation which we look at, but by the statement of the fact creates a 
moral purpose which we form.

And so we have thought fit to spend our time and pains in writing of the 
lives of famous persons; and have composed this tenth book upon that 
subject, containing the life of Pericles, and that of Fabius Maximus, who 
carried on the war against Hannibal, men alike, as in their other virtues 
and good parts, so especially in their mind and upright temper and de
meanour, and in that capacity to bear the cross-grained humours of their 
fellow-citizens and colleagues in office, which made them both most useful 
and serviceable to the interests of their countries. Whether we take a right 
aim at our intended purpose, it is left to the reader to judge by what he 
shall here find.

Pericles was of the tribe Acamantis, and the township Cholargus, of the 
noblest birth both on his father’s and mother’s side. Xanthippus, his father, 
who defeated the King of Persia’s generals in the battle of Mycale, took 
to wife Agariste, the grandchild of Clisthenes, who drove out the sons of 
Pisistratus, and nobly put an end to their tyrannical usurpation, and,
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moreover, made a body of laws, and settled a model of government ad- 
mirably tempered and suited for the harmony and safety of the people.

His mother, being near her time, fancied in a dream that she was brought 
to bed of a lion, and a few days after was delivered of Pericles in other 
respects perfectly formed, only his head was somewhat longish and out of 
proportion. For which reason almost all the images and statues that were 
made of him have the head covered with a helmet, the workmen apparently 
being willing not to expose him. The poets of Athens called him Schino- 
cephalos, or squill-head, from schinos, a squill, or sea-onion. One of the 
comic poets, Cratinus, in the Chirons, tells us that—-

“Old Chronos once took queen Sedition to wife:
Which two brought to life
That tyrant far-famed,
Whom the gods the supreme skull-compeller have named; 

and, in the Nemesis, addresses him—

“Come, Jove, thou head of Gods.”

a. second, Teleclides, says, that now, in embarrassment with political 
diiticulties, he sits in the city—

“Fainting underneath the load 
Of his own head: and now abroad 
From his huge gallery of a pate 
Sends forth trouble to the state.”

And a third, Eupolis, in the comedy called the Demi, in a series of ques
tions about each of the demagogues, whom he makes in the play to come 
up from hell, upon Pericles being named last, exclaims—

“And here by way of summary, now we’ve done,
Behold, in brief, the heads of all in one.”

The master that taught him music, most authors are agreed, was 
Damon (whose name, they say, ought to be pronounced with the first 
syllable short). Though Aristotle tells us that he was thoroughly practised 
in all accomplishments of this kind by Pythoclides. Damon, it is not un
likely, being a sophist, out of policy sheltered himself under the profession 

: of music to conceal from people in general his skill in other things, and 
j under this pretence attended Pericles, the young athlete of politics, so to 
j say, as his training-master in these exercises. Damon’s lyre, however, did 

not prove altogether a successful blind; he was banished the country by 
ostracism for ten years, as a dangerous intermeddler and a favourer of 
arbitrary power, and, by this means, gave the stage occasion to play upon 
him. As, for instance, Plato, the comic poet, introduces a character who 
questions him—
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“Tell me, if you please,

Since you’re the Chiron who taught Pericles.”

Pericles, also, was a hearer of Zeno, the Eleatic, who treated of natural 
philosophy in the same manner as Parmenides did, but had also perfected 
himself in an art of his own for refuting and silencing opponents in argu
ment; as Timon of Phlius describes it—

“Also the two-edged tongue of mighty Zeno, who,
Say what one would, could argue it untrue.”

But he that saw most of Pericles, and furnished him most especially with | 
a weight and grandeur of sense, superior to all arts of popularity, and in 
general gave him his elevation and sublimity of purpose and of character, 
was Anaxagoras of Clazomense; whom the men of those times called by 
the name of Nous, that is, mind, or intelligence, whether in admiration of 
the great and extraordinary gift he had displayed for the science of nature, 
-or because that he was the first of the philosophers who did not refer the 
first ordering of the world to fortune or chance, nor to necessity or com
pulsion, but to a pure, unadulterated intelligence, which in all other existing 
mixed and compound things acts as a principle of discrimination, and of 
combination of like with like.

For this man, Pericles entertained an extraordinary esteem and admira
tion, and filling himself with this lofty and, as they call it, up-in-the-air 
sort of thought, derived hence not merely, as was natural, elevation of 
purpose and dignity of language, raised far above the base and dishonest 
buffooneries of mob eloquence, but, besides this, a composure of counte
nance, and a serenity and calmness in all his movements, which no occur
rence whilst he was speaking could disturb, a sustained and even tone of 
voice, and various other advantages of a similar kind, which produced the 
greatest effect on his hearers. Once, after being reviled and ill-spoken of all 
day long in his own hearing by some vile and abandoned fellow in the open 
market-place, where he was engaged in the despatch of some urgent affair, 
he continued his business in perfect silence, and in the evening returned 
home composedly, the man still dogging him at the heels, and pelting him 
all the way with abuse and foul language; and stepping into his house, it 
being by this time dark, he ordered one of his servants to take a light, and 
to go along with the man and see him safe home. Ion, it is true, the dramatic 
poet, says that Pericles’s manner in company was somewhat over-assuming 
"and pompous; and that into his high-bearing there entered a good deal of 
slightingness and scorn of others; he reserves his commendation for Cimon’s 
ease and pliancy and natural grace in society. Ion, however, who must needs l 
make virtue, like a show of tragedies, include some comic scenes, we shall 
not altogether rely upon; Zeno used to bid those who called Pericles’s 
gravity the affectation of a charlatan, to go and affect the like themselves; 
inasmuch as this mere counterfeiting might in time insensibly instil into 
them a real love and knowledge of those noble qualities.



Nor were these the only advantages which Pericles derived from Anaxa
goras’s acquaintance; he seems also to have become, by his instructions, 
superior to that superstition with which an ignorant wonder at appearances, 
for example, in the heavens, possesses the minds of people unacquainted 
with their causes,. eager for the supernatural, and excitable through 
an inexperience which the knowledge of natural causes removes, replacing 
wild and timid superstition by the good hope and assurance of an intelligent 
piety.

There is a story, that once Pericles had brought to him from a country 
farm of his a ram’s head with one horn, and that Lampon, the diviner, 
upon seeing the horn grow strong and solid out of the midst of the fore- 

t, head, gave it as his judgment, that, there being at that time two potent 
factions, parties, or interests in the city, the one of Thucydides and the 
other of Pericles, the government would come about to that one of them 
in whose ground or estate this token or indication of fate had shown itself. 
But that Anaxagoras, cleaving the skull in sunder, showed to the by
standers that the brain had not filled up its natural place, but being oblong, 
like an egg, had collected from all parts of the vessel which contained it in 
a point to that place from whence the root of the horn took its rise. And 
that, for that time, Anaxagoras was much admired for his explanation by 
those that were present; and Lampon no less a little while after, when Thu
cydides was overpowered, and the whole affairs of the state and government 
came into the hands of Pericles.

And yet, in my opinion, it is no absurdity to say that they were both 
in the right, both natural philosopher and diviner, one justly detecting 
the cause of this event, by which it was produced, the other the end for 
which it was designed. For it was the business of the one to find out and 
give an account of what it was made, and in what manner and by what 
means it grew as it did; and of the other to foretell to what end and pur
pose it was so made, and what it might mean or portend. Those who say 
that to find out the cause of a prodigy is in effect to destroy its supposed 
signification as such, do not take notice, that, at the same time, together 
with divine prodigies, they also do away with signs and signals of human 
art and concert, as, for instance, the clashings of quoits, fire-beacons, and 
the shadows of sun-dials, every one of which has its cause, and by that 
cause and contrivance is a sign of something else. But these are subjects, 
perhaps, that would better befit another place.

_ Pericles, while yet but a young man, stood in considerable apprehen
sion of the people, as he was thought in face and figure to be very like 
the tyrant Pisistratus, and those of great age remarked upon the sweetness 
of his voice, and his volubility and rapidity in speaking, and were struck 
with amazement at the resemblance. Reflecting, too, that he had a con
siderable estate, and was descended of a noble family, and had friends of 
great influence, he was fearful all this might bring him to be banished as 
a dangerous person, and for this reason meddled not at all with state 
affairs, but in military service showed himself of a brave and intrepid 

( nature. But when Aristides was now dead, and Themistocles driven out,
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and Cimon was for the most part kept abroad by the expeditions "he made 
in parts out of Greece, Pericles, seeing things in this posture, now ad
vanced and took his side, not with the rich and few, but with the many 
and poor, contrary to his natural bent, which was far from democratical; 
but, most likely fearing he might fall under suspicion of aiming at arbi
trary power, and seeing Cimon on the side of the aristocracy, and much 
beloved by the better and more distinguished people, he joined the party 
of the people, with a view at once both to secure himself and procure 
means against Cimon.

He immediately entered, also, on quite a new course of life and manage- ^ 
ment of his time. For he was never seen to walk in any street but that which 
led to the market-place and council-hall, and he avoided invitations of 
friends to supper, and all friendly visiting and intercourse whatever; in all 
the time he had to do with the public, which was not a little, he was never 
known to have gone to any of his friends to a supper, except that once 
when his near kinsman Euryptolemus married, he remained present till the 
ceremony of the drink-offering, and then immediately rose from table and 
went his way. For these friendly meetings are very quick to defeat any / 
assumed superiority, and in intimate familiarity an exterior of gravity is 
hard to maintain. Real excellence, indeed, is most recognised when most 
openly looked into; and in really good men, nothing which meets the 
eyes of external observers so truly deserves their admiration, as their 
daily common life does that of their nearer friends. Pericles, however, j 
to avoid any feeling of commonness, or any satiety on the part of the ; 
people, presented himself at intervals only, not speaking to every business, J 

• nor at all times coming into the assembly, but, as Critolaus says, reserv
ing himself, like the Salaminian galley, for great occasions, while matters of 
lesser importance were despatched by friends or other speakers under his 
direction. And of this number we are told Ephialtes made one, who broke ' 
the power of the council of Areopagus, giving the people,’according to 
Plato’s expression, so copious and so strong a draught of liberty, that grow
ing wild and unruly, like an unmanageable horse, it, as the comic poets 
say—
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“------got beond all keeping in,
Champing at Euboea, and among the islands leaping in.”

The style of speaking most consonant to his form of life and the dignity 
of his views he found, so to say, in the tones of that instrument with which 
Anaxagoras had furnished him; of his teaching he continually availed him
self, and deepened the colours of rhetoric with the dye of natural science. 
For having, in addition to his great natural genius, attained, by the study 
of nature, to use the words of the divine Plato, this height of intelligence, 
and this universal consummating power, and drawing hence whatever 
might be of advantage to him in the art of speaking, he showed himself far 
superior to all others. Upon which account, they say, he had his nick
name given him. though some are of opinion he was named the Olympian
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from the public buildings with which he adorned the city; and others 
again, from his great power in public affairs, whether of war or peace. Nor 
is it unlikely that the confluence of many attributes may have conferred 
it on him. However, the comedies represented at the time, which, both in 
good earnest and in merriment, let fly many hard words at him, plainly 
show that he got that appellation especially from his speaking; they speak 
of his “thundering and lightning” when he harangued the people, and of 
his wielding a dreadful thunderbolt in his tongue.

A saying also of Thucydides, the son of Melesias, stands on record, 
spoken by him by way of pleasantry upon Pericles’s dexterity. Thucydides 
was one of the noble and distinguished citizens, and had been his greatest 
opponent; and, when Archidamus, the King of the Lacedaemonians, asked 
him whether he or Pericles were the better wrestler, he made this an
swer: “When I,” said he, “have thrown him and given him a fair fall, by 
persisting that he had no fall, he gets the better of me, and makes the 
bystanders, in spite of their own eyes, believe him.” The truth, however, 
is, that Pericles himself was very careful what and how he was to speak, 
insomuch that, whenever he went up to the hustings, he prayed the gods 
that no one word might unawares slip from him unsuitable to the matter 
and the occasion.

He has left nothing in writing behind him, except some decrees; and 
there are but very few of his sayings recorded; one, for example, is, that 
he said /Egina must, like a gathering in a man’s eye, be removed from 
Piraeus; and another, that he said he saw already war moving on its way 
towards them out of Peloponnesus. Again, when on a time Sophocles, who 
was his fellow-commissioner in the generalship, was going on board with 
him, and praised the beauty of a youth they met with in the way to the 
ship, “Sophocles,” said he, “a general ought not only to have clean hands 
but also clean eyes.” And Stesimbrotus tells us that, in his encomium on 
those who fell in battle at Samos, he said they were become immortal, 
as the gods were. “For,” said he, “we do not see them themselves, but 
only by the honours we pay them, and by the benefits they do us, 
attribute to them immortality; and the like attributes belong also to 
those that die in the service of their country.”

Since Thucydides describes the rule of Pericles as an aristocratical 
government, that went by the name of a democracy, but was, indeed, 
the supremacy of a single great man, while many others say, on the 
contrary, that by him the common people were first encouraged and led 
on to such evils as appropriations of subject territory, allowances for 
attending theatres, payments for performing public duties, and by these 
bad habits were, under the influence of his public measures, changed 
from a sober, thrifty people, that maintained themselves by their own 
labours, to lovers of expense, intemperance, and licence, let us examine 
the cause of this change by the actual matters of fact.

At the first, as has been said, when he set himself against Cimon’s great 
authority, he did caress the people. Finding himself come short of his 
competitor in wealth and money, by which advantages the other was,
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of the people and the few. And so Pericles, at that time, more than at any 
other, let loose the reins to the people, and made his policy subservient 
to their pleasure, contriving continually to have some great public show 
or solemnity, some banquet, or some procession or other in the town to 
please them, coaxing his countrymen like children with such delights and 
pleasures as were not, however, unedifying. Besides that every year he sent . 
out threescore galleys, on board of which there were numbers of the ? 
citizens, who were in pay eight months, learning at the same time and 
practising the art of seamanship.

He sent, moreover, a thousand of them into the Chersonese as planters, i 
to share the land among them by lot, and five hundred more into the,! 
isle of Naxos, and half that number to Andros, a thousand into Thrace toj 
dwell among the Bisaltse, and others into Italy, when the city Sybaris,! 
which now was called Thurii, was to be repeopled. And this he did to l 
ease and discharge the city of an idle, and, by reason of their idleness,! 
a busy meddling crowd of people; and at the same time to meet the 
necessities and restore the fortunes of the poor townsmen, and to intimi
date, also, and check their allies from attempting any change, by posting!; 
such garrisons, as it were, in the midst of them.

That which gave most pleasure and ornament to the city of Athens, 
and the greatest admiration and even astonishment to all strangers, and 
that which now is Greece’s only evidence that the power she boasts of 
and her ancient wealth are no romance or idle story, was his construction 
of the public and sacred buildings. Yet this was that of all his actions in 
the government which his enemies most looked askance upon and cavilled 
at in the popular assemblies, crying out how that the commonwealth of 
Athens had lost its reputation and was ill-spoken of abroad for removing 
the common treasure of the Greeks from the isle of Delos into their own 
custody; and how that their fairest excuse for so doing, namely, that they 
took it away for fear the barbarians should seize it, and on purpose to 
secure it in a safe place, this Pericles had made unavailable, and how 
that “Greece cannot but resent it as an insufferable affront, and consider 
herself to be tyrannised over openly, when she sees the treasure, which was 
contributed by her upon a necessity for the war, wantonly lavished out by 
us upon our city, to gild her all over, and to adorn and set her forth, as 
it were some vain woman, hung round with precious stones and figures 
and temples, which cost a world of money.”

Pericles, on the other hand, informed the people, that they were in no 
way obliged to give any account of those moneys to their allies, so long 
as they maintained their defence, and kept off the barbarians from at • 
tacking them; while in the meantime they did not so much as supply one 
horse or man or ship, but only found money for the service; “which 
money,” said he, “is not theirs that give it, but theirs that receive it, if 
so be they perform the conditions upon which they receive it.” And that 
it was good reason, that, now the city was sufficiently provided and stored 
with all things necessary for the war, they should convert the overplus 
of its wealth to such undertakings as would hereafter, when completed,
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give them eternel honour, and, for the present, while in process, freely 
supply all the inhabitants with plenty. With their variety of workman
ship and of occasions for service, which summon all arts and trades and 
require all hands to be employed about them, they do actually put the 
whole city, in a manner, into state-pay; while at the same time she is 
both beautiful and maintained by herself. For as those who are of age 
and strength for war are provided for and maintained in the armaments, 
abroad by their pay out of the public stock, so, it being his desire and 
design that the undisciplined mechanic multitude that stayed at home: 
should not go without their share of public salaries, and yet should not. 
have them given them for sitting still and doing nothing, to that end he 
thought fit to bring in among them, with the approbation of the people, 
these vast projects of buildings and designs of work, that would be of 
some continuance before they were finished, and would give employment 
to numerous arts, so that the part of the people that stayed at home 
might, n^ less than those that were at sea or in garrisons or on expeditions, 
have a fair and just occasion of receiving the benefit and having their 
share of the j ublic moneys.

The materials were stone, brass, ivory, gold, ebony, cypresswood; and 
the arts or trades that wrought and fashioned them were smiths and car
penters, moulders, founders and braziers, stone-cutters, dyers, goldsmiths, 
ivory-workers, painters, embroiderers, turners; those again that conveyed 
them to the town for use, merchants and mariners and ship-masters by 
sea, and by lane '".rtwrights, cattle-breeders, waggoners, rope-makers,, 
flax-workers, shoe kers and leather-dressers, road-makers, miners. And 
every trade in the ame nature, as a captain in an army has his particular 
company of soldiers under him, had its own hired company of journey
men and labourers belonging t ' it banded together as in array, to be as it 
were the instrument and body for the performance of the service. Thus, 
to say all in a word, the occasions and services of these public works 
distributed plenty through every age and condition.

As then grew the works up, no less stately in size than exquisite in form, 
the workmen striving to outvie the material and the design with the beauty 
of their workmanship, yet the most wonderful thing of all was the rapidity 
of their execution.

Undertakings, any one of which singly might have required, they 
thought, for their completion, several successions and ages of men, were 
every one of them accomplished in the height and prime of one man’s 
political service. Although they say, too, that Zeuxis once, having heard 
Agatharchus the painter boast of despatching his work with speed and 
ease, replied, “I take a long time.” For ease and speed in doing a thing 
do not give the work lasting solidity or exactness of beauty; the ex
penditure of time allowed to a man’s pains beforehand for the production 
of a thing is repaid by way of interest with a vital force for the preserva
tion when once produced. For which reason Pericles’s works are especially 
admired, as having been made quickly, to last long. For every particular 
piece of his work was immediately, even at that time, for its beauty and

elegance, antique; and yet in its vigour and freshness looks to this day 
as if it were just executed. There is a sort of bloom of newness upon those 
works of his, preserving them from the touch of time, as if they had some 
perennial spirit and undying vitality mingled in the composition of 
them.

Phidias had the oversight of all the works, and was surveyor-general, 
though' upon the various portions other great masters and workmen were 
employed. For Callicrates and Ictinus built the Parthenon; the chapel at 
Eleusis, where the mysteries were celebrated, was begun by Coroebus, 
who erected the pillars that stand upon the floor or pavement, and joined 
them to the architraves; and after his death Metagenes of Xypete added 
the frieze and the upper line of columns; Xenocles of Cholargus roofed 
or arched the lantern on top of the temple of Castor and Pollux; and the 
long wall, which Socrates says he himself heard Pericles propose to the 
people, was undertaken by Callicrates. This work Cratinus ridicules, as 
long in finishing—

“’Tis long since Pericles, if words would do it,
Talked up the wall; yet adds not one mite to it.”

The Odeum, or music-room, which in its interior was full of seats and 
ranges of pillars, and outside had its roof made to slope and descend from 
one single point at the top, was constructed, we are told, in imitation of the 
King of Persia’s Pavilion; this likewise by Pericles’s order; which Crati
nus again, in his comedy called the Thracian Women, made an occasion 
of raillery—
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“So, we see here,
Jupiter Long-pate Pericles appear,
Since ostracism time, he’s laid aside his head,
And wears the new Odeum in its stead.”

Pericles, also eager for distinction, then first obtained the decree for a 
contest in musical skill to be held yearly at the Panathentea, and he him
self, being chosen judge, arranged the order and method in which the 
competitors should sing and play on the flute and on the harp. And both 
at that time, and at other times also, they sat in this music-room to see 
and hear all such trials of skill.

The propylsea, or entrances to the Acropolis, were finished in five years’ 
time, Mnesicles being the principal architect. A strange accident happened 
in the course of building, which showed that the goddess was not averse 
to the work, but was aiding and co-operating to bring it to perfection. 
One of the artificers, the quickest and the handiest workman among them 
all, with a slip of his foot fell down from a great height, and lay in a 
miserable condition, the physicians having no hope of his recovery. When 
Pericles was in distress about this, Minerva appeared to him at night in 
a dream, and ordered a course of treatment, which he applied, and in a 
short time and with great ease cured the man. And upon this occasion it



was that he set up a brass statue of Minerva, surnamed Health, in the 
citadel near the altar, which they say was there before. But it was_Phidias 
who wrought the goddess’s image in gold, and he has his name inscribed oh 
the pedestal as the workman of it; and indeed the whole work in a manner 
was under his charge, and he had, as we have said already, the oversight 
over all the artists and workmen, through Pericles’s friendship for him; 
and this, indeed, made him much envied, and his patron shamefully 
slandered with stories, as if Phidias were in the habit of receiving, for 
Pericles’s use, freeborn women that came to see the works. The comic 
writers of the town, when they had got hold of this story, made much of 
it, and bespattered him with all the ribaldry they could invent, charging 
him falsely with the wife of Menippus, one who was his friend and served 
as lieutenant under him in the wars; and with the birds kept by Pyrilampes, 
an acquaintance of Pericles, who, they pretended, used to give presents of 
peacocks to Pericles’s female friends. And how can one wonder at any 
number of strange assertions from men whose whole lives were devoted 
to mockery, and who were ready at any time to sacrifice the reputation 
of their superiors to vulgar envy and spite, as to some evil genius, when 
even Stesimbrotus the Thracian has dared to lay to the charge of Pericles 
a monstrous and fabulous piece of criminality with his son’s wife? So very 
difficult a matter is it to trace and find out the truth of anything by his
tory, when, on the one hand, those who afterwards write it find long 
periods of time intercepting their view, and, on the other hand, the con
temporary records of any actions and lives, partly through envy and ill- 
will, partly through favour and flattery, pervert and distort truth.

When the orators, who sided with Thucydides and his party, were at 
one time crying out, as their custom was, against Pericles, as one who 
squandered away the public money, and made havoc of the state revenues, 
he rose in the open assembly and put the question to the people, whether 
they thought that he had laid out much; and they saying, “Too much, a 
great deal,” “Then,” said he, “since it is so, let the cost not go to your 
account, but to mine; and let the inscription upon the buildings stand in 
my name.” When they heard him say thus, whether it were out of a 
surprise to see the greatness of his spirit or out of emulation of the glory 
of the works, they cried aloud, bidding him to spend on, and lay out 
what he thought fit from the public purse, and to spare no cost, till all 
were finished.

At length, coming to a final contest with Thucydides which of the two 
should ostracise the other out of the country, and having gone through 
this peril, he threw his antagonist out, and broke up the confederacy that 
had been organised against him. So that now all schism and division being 
at an end, and the city brought to evenness and unity, he got all Athens 
and all affairs that pertained to the Athenians into his own hands, their 
tributes, their armies, and their galleys, the islands, the sea, and their wide- 
extended power, partly over other Greeks and partly over barbarians, and 
all that empire, which they possessed, founded and fortified upon subject 
nations and royal friendships and alliances,
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After this he was no longer the same man he had been before, nor as 
tame and gentle and familiar as formerly with the populace, so as readily 
to yield to their pleasures and to comply with the desires of the multitude, 
as a steersman shifts with the winds. Quitting that loose, remiss, and, in 
some cases, licentious court of the popular will, he turned those soft and 
flowery modulations to the austerity of aristocratical and regal rule; and 
employing this uprightly and undeviatingly for the country’s best interests, 
he was able generally to lead the people along, with their own wills and 
consents, by persuading and showing them what was to be done; and 
sometimes, too, urging and pressing them forward extremely against 
their will, he made them, whether they would or no, yield submission to 
what was for their advantage. In which, to say the truth, he did but 
like a skilful physician, who, in a complicated and chronic disease, as he 
sees occasion, at one while allows his patient the moderate use of such 
things as please him, at another while gives him keen pains and drug 
to work the cure. For there arising and growing up, as was natural, all 
manner of distempered feelings among a people which had so vast a com- 
mand and dominion, he alone, as a great master, knowing how to handle | 
and deal fitly with each one of them, and, in an especial manner, making' 
that use of hopes and fears, as his two chief rudders, with the one to check1 
the career of their confidence at any time, with the other to raise them 
up and cheer them when under any discouragement, plainly showed by 
this, that rhetoric, or the art of speaking, is, in Plato’s language, the 
government of the souls of men, and that her chief business is to address 
the affections and passions, which are as it were the strings and keys to 
the soul, and require a skilful and careful touch to be played on as they 
should be. The source of this predominance was not barely his power of 
language, but, as Thucydides assures us, the reputation of his life, and 
the confidence felt in his character; his manifest freedom from every kind 
of corruption, and superiority to all considerations of money. Notwith
standing he had made the city of Athens, which was great of itself, as 
great and rich as can be imagined, and though he were himself in power 
and interest more than equal to many kings and absolute rulers, who 
some of them also bequeathed by will their power to their children, he, for 
his part, did not make the patrimony his father left him greater than 
it was by one drachma.

Thucydides, indeed, gives a plain statement of the greatness of hi? 
power; and the comic poets, in their spiteful manner, more than hint at 
it, styling his companions and friends the new Pisistratidae, and calling 
on him to abjure any intention of usurpation, as one whose eminence was 
too great to be any longer proportionable to and compatible with a demo
cracy or popular government. And Teleclides says the Athenians had sur
rendered up to him—
“The tribute of the cities, and with them, the cities too, to do with them 

as he pleases, and undo;
To build up, if he likes, stone walls around a town; and again, if so he 

likes, to pull them down:
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he lose such a counsellor as he had found him to be; and that, upon 
this, Anaxagoras unfolded his robe, and showing himself, made answer: 
“Pericles,” said he, “even those who have occasion for a lamp supply it 
with oil.”

The Lacedaemonians beginning to show themselves troubled at the1 
growth of the Athenian power, Pericles, on the other hand, to elevate 
the people’s spirit yet more, and to raise them to the thought of great 
actions, proposed a decree, to summon all the Greeks in what part soever, 
whether of Europe or Asia, every city, little as well as great, to send their 
deputies to Athens to a general assembly, or convention, there to consult 
and advise concerning the Greek temples which the barbarians had burnt 
down, and the sacrifices which were due from them upon vows they had 
made to their gods for the safety of Greece when they fought against the 
barbarians; and also concerning the navigation of the sea, that they might 
henceforward pass to and fro and trade securely and be at peace among 
themselyes.

Upon this errand there were twenty men, of such as were above fifty 
years of age, sent by commission; five to summon the lonians and Dorians 
in Asia, and the islanders as far as Lesbos and Rhodes; five to visit all 
the places in the Hellespont and Thrace, up to Byzantium; and other five 
besides these to go to Boeotia and Phocis and Peloponnesus, and from 
hence to pass through the Locrians over to the neighbouring continent 
as far as Acarnania and Ambracia; and the rest to take their course 
through Euboea to the (Eteeans and the Malian Gulf, and to the Achseans 
of Phthiotis and the Thessalians; all of them to treat with the people as 
they passed, and persuade them to come and take their part in the de
bates for settling the peace and jointly regulating the affairs of Greece.

Nothing was effected, nor did the cities meet by their deputies, as was 
desired; the Lacedaemonians, as it is said, crossing the design under
hand, and the attempt being disappointed and baffled first in Peloponnesus.
I thought fit, however, to introduce the mention of it, to show, the spirit 
of the man and the greatness of his thoughts.

In his military conduct, he gained a great reputation for wariness; he 
would not by his good-will engage in any fight which had much uncer
tainty or hazard; he did not envy the glory of generals whose rash ad
ventures fortune favoured with brilliant success, however they were 
admired by others; nor did he think them worthy his imitation, but always 
used to say to his citizens that, so far’ as lay in his power, they should 
continue immortal, and live for ever. Seeing Tolmides, the son of Tolmseus, 
upon the confidence of his former successes, and flushed with the honour 
his military actions had procured him, making preparations to attack the 
Boeotians in their own country when there was no likely opportunity, and 
that he had prevailed with the bravest and most enterprising of the youth 
to enlist themselves as volunteers in the service, who besides his other 
force made up a thousand, he endeavoured to withhold him and to advise 
him from it in the public assembly, telling him in a memorable saying 
of his, which still goes about, that, if he would not take Pericles’s advice,
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yet he would not do amiss to wait and be ruled by time, the wisest 
counsellor of all. This saying, at that time, was but slightly commended; 
but within a few days after, when news was brought that Tolmides him
self had been defeated and slain in battle near Coronea, and that many 
brave citizens had fallen with him, it gained him great repute as well as 
good-will among the people, for wisdom and for love of his countrymen.

But of all his expeditions, that to the Chersonese gave most satisfaction 
and pleasure, having proved the safety of the Greeks who inhabited there. 
For not only by carrying along with him a thousand fresh citizens of 
Athens he gave new strength and vigour to the cities, but also by belting 
the neck of land, which joins the peninsula to the continent, with bul
warks and forts from sea to sea, he put a stop to the inroads of the 
Thracians, who lay all about the Chersonese, and closed the door against 
a continual and grievous war, with which that country had been long 
harassed, lyinj* exposed to the encroachments and influx of barbarous 
neighbours, and groaning under the evils of a predatory population both 
upon and within its borders.

Nor was he less admired and talked of abroad for his sailing around the 
: Peloponnesus, having set out from Pegae, or The Fountains, the port of 
Megara, with a hundred galleys. For he not only laid waste the sea-coast, 
as Tolmides had done before, but also, advancing far up into the main
land with the soldiers he had on board, by the terror of his appearance 
drove many within their walls; and at Nemea, with main force, routed 
and raised a trophy over the Sicyonians, who stood their ground and joined 
battle with him. And having taken on board a supply of soldiers into the 
galleys out of Achaia, then in league with Athens, he crossed with the 
fleet to the opposite continent, and, sailing along by the mouth of the 
river Achelous, overran Acarnania and shut up the CEniadae within their 
city walls, and having ravaged and wasted their country, weighed anchor 
for home with the double advantage of having shown himself formidable 
?.o his enemies, and at the same time safe and energetic to his fellow- 
citizens ; for there was not so much as any chance miscarriage that hap
pened, the whole voyage through, to those who were under his charge.

Entering also the Euxine Sea with a large and finely equipped fleet, he 
obtained for the Greek cities any new arrangements they wanted, and 
entered into friendly relations with them; and to the barbarous nations,

: and kings and chiefs round about them, displayed the greatness of the 
power of the Athenians, their perfect ability and confidence to sail where- 
ever they had a mind, and to bring the whole sea under their control. He left 
the Sinopians thirteen ships of war, with soldiers under the command of 
Lamachus, to assist them against Timesileus the tyrant; and when he and 
his accomplices had been thrown out, obtained a decree that six hundred 
of the Athenians that were willing should sail to Sinope and plant them
selves there with the Sinopians, sharing among them the houses and land 
which the tyrant and his party had previously held.

But in other things he did not comply with the giddy impulses of the 
citizens, nor quit his own resolutions to follow their fancies, when, carried
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away with the thought of their strength and great success, they were eager 
to interfere again in Egypt, and to disturb the King of Persia’s maritime 
dominions. Nay, there were a good many who were, even then, possessed 
with that unblest and inauspicious passion for Sicily, which afterward the 
orators of Alcibiades’s party blew up into a flame. There were some also 
who dreamt of Tuscany and Carthage, and not without plausible reason 
in their present large dominion and prosperous course of their affairs.

But Pericles curbed this passion for foreign conquest, and unsparingly j 
pruned and cut down their ever busy fancies for a multitude of under- ? 
takings; and directed their power for the most part to securing and con- i 
solidating what they had already got, supposing it would be quite enough 
for them to do, if they could keep the Lacedaemonians in check; to whom 
he entertained all along a sense of opposition; which, as upon many other | 
occasions, so he particularly showed by what he did in the time of the i 
holy war. The Lacedaemonians, having gone with an army to Delphi, re
st n-ed Apollo’s temple, which the Phocians had got into their possession, 
to the Delphians; immediately after their departure, Pericles, with an
other army, came and restored the Phocians. And the Lacedaemonians, 
having engraven the record of their privilege of consulting the oracle be
fore others, which the Delphians gave them, upon the forehead of the 
brazen wolf which stands there, he, also, having received from the Pho
cians the like privilege for the Athenians, had it cut upon the same wolf 
of brass on his right side.

That he did well and wisely in thus restraining the exertions of the 
Athenians within the compass of Greece, the events themselves that hap
pened afterward bore sufficient witness. For, in the first place, the 
Euboeans revolted, against whom he passed over with forces; and then, 
immediately after, news came that the Megarians were turned their 
enemies; and a hostile army was upon the borders of Attica, under the 
conduct of Plistoanax, King of the Lacedaemonians. Wherefore Pericles 
came with his army back again in all haste out of Euboea, to meet the war 
which threatened at home; and did not venture to engage a numerous and 
brave army eager for battle; but perceiving that Plistoanax was a very 
young man, and governed himself mostly by the counsel and advice of 
Cleandrides, whom the ephors had sent with him, by reason of his youth, 
to be a kind of guardian and assistant to him, he privately made trial of 
this man’s integrity, and, in a short time, having corrupted him with 
money, prevailed with him to withdraw the Peloponnesians out of Attica. 
When the army had retired and dispersed into their several states, the 
Lacedaemonians in anger fined their king in so large a sum of money, that, 
unable to pay it, he quitted Lacedaemon; while Cleandrides fled, and had 
sentence of death passed upon him in his absence. This was the father 
of Gylippus, who overpowered the Athenians in Sicily. And it seems that 
this covetousness was an hereditary disease transmitted from father to 
son; for Gylippus also afterwards was caught in foul practices, and ex
pelled from Sparta for it. But this we have told at large in the account 
of Lysander.
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When Pericles, in giving up his accounts of this expedition, stated a dis
bursement of ten talents, as laid out upon fit occasion, the people, without 
any question, nor troubling themselves to investigate the mystery, freely 
allowed of it. And some historians, in which number is Theophrastus the 
philosopher, have given it as a truth that Pericles every year used to send 
privately the sum of ten talents to Sparta, with which he complimented 
those in office, to keep off the war; not to purchase peace neither, but 
time, that he might prepare at leisure, and be the better able to carry on 

; war hereafter.
Immediately after this, turning his forces against the revolters, and 

passing over into the island of Euboea with fifty sail of ships and five 
thousand men in arms, he reduced their cities, and drove out the citizens 
of the Chalcidians, called Hippobotse, horse-feeders, the chief persons 
for wealth and reputation among them; and removing all the Histiteans 
out of the country, brought in a plantation of Athenians in their room; 
making them his one example of severity, because they had captured an 

I Attic ship and killed all on board.
After this, having made a truce between the Athenians and Lacedae

monians for thirty years, he ordered, by public decree, the expedition 
against the isle of Samos, on the ground, that, when they were bid to leave 
off their war with the Milesians they had not complied. And as these 
measures against the Samians are thought to have been taken to please 
Aspasia, this may be a fit point for inquiry about the woman, what art 
or charming faculty she had that enabled her to captivate, as she did, 
the greatest statesmen, and to give the philosophers occasion to speak 
so much about her, and that, too, not to her disparagement. That she was 
a Milesian by birth, the daughter of Axiochus, is a thing acknowledged. 
And they say it was in emulation of Thargelia, a courtesan of the old 
Ionian times, that she made her addresses to men of great power. Thargelia 
was a great beauty, extremely charming, and at the same time sagacious; 
she had numerous suitors among the Greeks, and brought all who had to 
do with her over to the Persian interest, and by their means, being men 
of the greatest power and station, sowed the seeds of the Median faction 
up and down in several cities. Aspasia, some say, was courted and caressed 
by Perides upon account of her knowledge and skill in politics. Socrates 
himself would sometimes go to visit her, and some of his acquaintance with

I him; and those who frequented her company would carry their wives with 
them to listen to her. Her occupation was anything but creditable, her 
house being a home for young courtesans. iEschines tells us, also, that 
Lysicles, a sheep-dealer, a man of low birth and character, joy keeping 
Aspasia company after Pericles’s death, came to be a chief man in Athens. 
And in Plato’s Menexenus, though we do not take the introduction as quite 
serious, still thus much seems to be historical, that she had the repute of 
being resorted to by many of the Athenians for instruction in the art 
of speaking. Pericles’s inclination for her seems, however, to have rather 
proceeded from the passion of love. He had a wife that was near of kin 
to him, who had been married first to Hipponicus, by whom she had Callias,
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surnamed the Rich; and also she brought Pericles, while she lived with 
him, two sons, Xanthippus and Paralus. Afterwards, when they did not 
well agree, nor like to live together, he parted with her, with her own con
sent, to another man, and himself took Aspasia, and loved her with 
wonderful affection; every day, both as he went out and as he came 
in from the market-place, he saluted and kissed her.

In the comedies she goes by the nicknames of the new Omphale and 
Deianira, and again is styled Juno. Cratinus, in downright terms, calls 
her a harlot.
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“To find him a Juno the goddess of lust 
Bore that harlot past shame,
Aspasia by name.”

It should seem also that he had a son by her; Eupolis, in his Demi, intro
duced Pericles asking after his safety, and Myronides replying—

“My son?” “He lives: a man he had been long,
But that the harlot-mother did him wrong.”

Aspasia, they say, became so celebrated and renowned, that Cyrus, also 
who made war against Artaxerxes for the Persian monarchy, gave her 
whom he loved the best of all his concubines the name of Aspasia, who 
before that was called Milto. She was a Phocsean by birth, the daughter of 
one Hermotimus, and, when Cyrus fell in battle, was carried to the king, 
and had great influence at court. These things coming into my memory as 
I am writing this story, it would be unnatural for me to omit them.

Pericles, however, was particularly charged with having proposed to the 
assembly the war against the Samians, from favour to the Milesians, upon 
the entreaty of Aspasia. For the two states were at war for the possession 
of Priene; and the Samians, getting the better, refused to lay down their 
arms and to have the controversy betwixt them decided by arbitration 
before the Athenians. Pericles, therefore, fitting out a fleet, went and! 
broke up the oligarchical government at Samos, and taking fifty of the 1 
principal men of the town as hostages, and as many of their children, sent v 
them to the isle of Lemnos, there to be kept, though he had offers, as 
some relate, of a talent apiece for himself from each one of the hostages, 
and of many other presents from those .who were anxious not to have a 
democracy. Moreover, Pisuthnes the Persian, one of the king’s lieutenants, 
bearing some good-will to the Samians, sent him ten thousand pieces of 
gold to excuse the city. Pericles, however, would receive none of all this; 
but. after he had taken that course with the Samians which he thought 
fit, and set up a democracy among them, sailed back to Athens.

But they, however, immediately revolted, Pisuthnes having privily got 
away their hostages for them, and provided them with means for the war. 
Whereupon Pericles came out with a fleet a second time against them, and 
found them not idle nor slinking away, but manfully resolved to try for 
the dominion of the sea. The issue was, that after a sharp sea-fight about
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been merry, and enjoyed themselves, called it white day, in allusion to 
this white bean.

Ephorus the historian tells us besides, that Pericles made use of engines | 
of battery in this siege, being much taken with the curiousness of the! 
invention, with the aid and presence of Artemon himself, the engineer,* 
who, being lame, used to be carried about in a litter, where the works re
quired his attendance, and for that reason was called Periphoretus. But 
Heraclides Ponticus disproves this out of Anacreon’s poems, where men
tion is made of this Artemon Periphoretus several ages before the Samian 
war, or any of these occurrences. And he says that Artemon, being a man 
who loved his ease, and had a great apprehension of danger, for the most 
part kept close within doors, having two of his servants to hold a brazen 
shield over his head, that nothing might fall upon him from above; and 
if he were at any time forced upon necessity to go abroad, that he was 
carried about in a little hanging bed, close to the very ground, and that 
for this reason he was called Periphoretus.

In the ninth month, the Samians surrendering themselves and deliver
ing up the town, Pericles pulled down their walls, and seized their ship
ping, and set a fine of a large sum of money upon them, part of which they 
paid down at once, and they agreed to bring in the rest by a certain time, 
and gave hostages for security. Duris the Samian makes a tragical drama 
out of these events, charging the Athenians and Pericles with a great 
deal of cruelty, which neither Thucydides, nor Ephorus, nor Aristotle have 
given any relation of, and probably with little regard to truth; how, for 
example, he brought the captains and soldiers of the galleys into the 
market-place at Miletus, and there having bound them fast to boards for 
ten days, then, when they were already all but half dead, gave order to 
have them killed by beating out their brains with clubs, and their dead 
bodies to be flung out into the open streets and fields, unburied. Duris 
however, who, even where he has no private feeling concerned, is nol 
wont to keep his narratives within the limits of truth, is the more likely 
upon this occasion to have exaggerated the calamities which befell his 
country, to create odium against the Athenians. Pericles, however, after 
the reduction of Samos, returning back to Athens, took care that those 
who died in the war should be honourably buried, and made a funeral 
harangue, as the custom is, in their commendation at their graves, for 
which he gained great admiration. As.he came down from the stage on 
which he spoke, the rest of the women came and complimented him, tak
ing him by the hand, and crowning him with garlands and ribbons, like a 
victorious athlete in the games; but Elpinice, coming near to him, said, 
“These are brave deeds, Pericles, that you have done, and such as de
serve our chaplets; who have lost us many a worthy citizen, not in a war 
with Phoenicians or Medes, like my brother Cimon, but for the over
throw of an allied and kindred city.” As Elpinice spoke these words, he, 
smiling quietly, as it is said, returned her answer with this verse:—

“Old women should not seek to be perfumed.”
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Ion says of him, that upon this exploit of his, conquering the Samians, he 
indulged very high and proud thoughts of himself: whereas Agamemnon 
was ten years taking a barbarous city, he had in nine months’ time van
quished and taken the greatest and most powerful of the lonians. And 
indeed it was not without reason that he assumed this glory to himself, 
for, in real truth, there was much uncertainty and great hazard in this 
great war, if so be, as Thucydides tells us, the Samian state were within 
a very little of wresting the whole power and dominion of the sea out of 
the Athenians’ hands.

After this was over, the Peloponnesian war beginning to break out in 
full tide, he advised the people to send help to the Corcyrseans, who were 
attacked by the Corinthians, and to secure to themselves an island pos
sessed of great naval resources, since the Peloponnesians were already all 
but in actual hostilities against them. The people readily consenting to 
the motion, and voting an aid and succour for them, he despatched Lacedse- 
monius, Cimon’s son, having only ten ships with him, as it were out of a 
design to affront him; for there was a great kindness and friendship be
twixt Cimon’s family and the Lacedaemonians; so, in order that Lacedae- 
monius might lie the more open to a charge, or suspicion at least, of 
favouring the Lacedaemonians and playing false, if he performed no con
siderable exploit in this service, he allowed him a small number of ships, 
and sent him out against his will; and indeed he made it somewhat his 
business to hinder Cimon’s sons from rising in the state, professing that 
by their very names they were not to be looked upon as native and true 
Athenians, but foreigners and strangers, one being called Lacedaemonius, 
another Thessalus, and the third Eleus; and they were all three of them, 
it was thought, born of an Arcadian woman. Being, however, ill spoken 
of on account of these ten galleys, as having afforded but a small supply 
to the people that were in need, and yet given a great advantage to those 
who might complain of the act of intervention, Pericles- sent out a larger 
force afterwards to Corcyra, which arrived after the fight was over. And 
when now the Corinthians, angry and indignant with the Athenians, ac
cused them publicly at Lacedaemon, the Megarians joined with them, com
plaining that they were, contrary to common right and the articles of 
peace sworn to among the Greeks, kept out and driven away from every 
market and from all ports under the control of the Athenians. The 
TEginetans, also, professing to be ill-used and treated with violence, made 
supplications in private to the Lacedaemonians for redress, though not dar
ing openly to call the Athenians in question. In the meantime, also, the city 
Potidaea, under the dominion of the Athenians, but a colony formerly of 
the Corinthians, had revolted, and was beset with a formal siege, and 
was a further occasion of precipitating the war.

Yet notwithstanding all this, there being embassies sent to Athens, and 
Archidamus, the King of the Lacedaemonians, endeavouring to bring the 
greater part of the complaints and matters in dispute to a fair determina
tion, and to pacify and allay the heats of the allies, it is very likely that 
the war would not upon any other grounds of quarrel have fallen upon the
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of Minerva. Now he, being admitted to friendship with Pericles, and a 
great favourite of his, had many enemies upon this account, who envied 
and maligned him; who also, to make trial in a case of his, what kind of 
judges the commons would prove, should there be occasion to bring 
Pericles himself before them, having tampered with Menon, one who had 
been a workman with Phidias, stationed him in the market-place, with a 
petition desiring public security upon his discovery and impeachment of 
Phidias. The people admitting the man to tell his story, and the prosecu
tion proceeding in the assembly, there was nothing of theft or cheat proved 
against him; for Phidias, from the very first beginning, by the advice 
of Pericles, had so wrought and wrapt the gold that was used in the work 
about the statue, that they might take it all off, and make out the just 
weight of it, which Pericles at that time bade the accuser do. But the 
'-eputation of his works was what brought envy upon Phidias, especially 
that where he represents the fight of the Amazons upon the goddess’s 
shield, he had introduced a likeness of himself as a bald old man holding 
up a great stone with both hands, and had put in a very fine representation 
of Pericles fighting with an Amazon. And the position of the hand which 
holds out the spear in front of the face, was ingeniously contrived to 
conceal in some degree the likeness, which meantime showed itself on 
either side.

Phidias then was carried away to prison, and there died of a disease; 
but, as some say, of poison, administered by the enemies of Pericles, to 
raise a slander, or a suspicion at least, as though he had procured it. The 
informer Menon, upon Glycon’s proposal, the people made free from 
payment of taxes and customs, and ordered the generals to take care that 
nobody should do him any hurt. About the same time, Aspasia was indicted 
of impiety, upon the complaint of Hermippus the comedian, who also laid 
further to her charge that she received into her house freeborn women for 
the uses of Pericles. And Diopithes proposed a decree, that public accusa
tions should be laid against persons who neglected religion, or taught new 
doctrines about things above, directing suspicion, by means of Anaxagoras, 
against Pericles himself. The people receiving and admitting these ac
cusations and complaints, at length, by this means, they came to enact 
a decree, at the motion of Dracontides, that Pericles should bring in the 
accounts of the moneys he had expended, and lodge them with the Pry- 
tanes; and that the judges, carrying their suffrage from the altar in the 
Acropolis, should examine and determine the business in the city. This last 
clause Hagnon took out of the decree, and moved that the causes should 
be tried before fifteen hundred jurors, whether they should be styled 
prosecutions for robbery, or bribery, or any kind of malversation. Aspasia, 
Pericles begged off, shedding, as 2Eschines says, many tears at the trial, 
and personally entreating the jurors. But fearing how it might go with 
Anaxagoras, he sent him out of the city. And finding that in Phidias’s case 
he had miscarried with the people, being afraid of impeachment, he kindled 
the war, which hitherto had lingered and smothered, and blew it up into 
a flame; hoping, by that means, to disperse and scatter these complaints
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ercise of his office of general, and the tame abandonment of everything to
the enemy’s hands.

Cleon, also, already was among his assailants, making use of the feeling 
against him as a step to the leadership of the people, as appears in the 
anapaestic verses of Hermippus—-

“Satyr-king, instead of swords,
Will you always handle words?
Very brave indeed we find them,
But a Teles lurks behind them.

“Yet to gnash your teeth you’re seen,
When the little dagger keen,
Whetted every day anew,
Of sharp Cleon touches you.”

Pericles, however, was not at all moved by any attacks, but took all 
patiently, and submitted in silence to the disgrace they threw upon him 
and the ill-will they bore him; and, sending out a fleet of a hundred galleys 
to Peloponnesus, he did not go along with it in person, but stayed behind, 
that he might watch at home and keep the city under his own control, till 
the Peloponnesians broke up their camp and were gone. Yet to soothe the 
common people, jaded and distressed with the war, he relieved them with 
distributions of public moneys, and ordained new divisions of subject land. 
For having turned out all the people of 2Egina, he parted the island among 
the Athenians according to lot. Some comfort, also, and ease in their 
miseries, they might receive from what their enemies endured. For the 
fleet, sailing round the Peloponnese, ravaged a great deal of the country, 
and pillaged and plundered the towns and smaller cities; and by land he 
himself entered with an army the Megarian country, and made havoc 

I of it all. Whence it is clear that the Peloponnesians, though they did the 
Athenians much mischief by land, yet suffering as much themselves from 
them by sea, would not have protracted the war to such a length, but would 
quickly have given it over, as Pericles at first foretold they would, had 
not some divine power crossed human purposes.

In the first place, the pestilential disease, or plague, seized upon the 
city, and ate up all the flower and prime of their youth and strength. 
Upon occasion of which, the people, distempered and afflicted in their 
souls, as well as in their bodies, were utterly enraged like madmen against 
Pericles, and, like patients grown delirious, sought to lay violent hands on 
their physician, or, as it were, their father. They had been possessed, by 
his enemies, with the belief that the occasion of the plague was the crowd
ing of the country people together into the town, forced as they were now, 
in the heat of the summer-weather, to dwell many of them together even as 
they could, in small tenements and stifling hovels, and to be tied to a lazy 
course of life within doors, whereas before they lived in a pure, open, and 
free air. The cause and author of all this, said they, is he who on account 
of the war has ooured a multitude of people in upon us within the walls,
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had not been known nor taken notice of; and several persons suffered by 
false accusations. There were little less than five thousand who were con
victed and sold for slaves; those who, enduring the test, remained in the 
government and passed muster for true Athenians were found upon the 
poll to be fourteen thousand and forty persons in number.

It looked strange, that a law, which had been carried so far against so 
many people, should be cancelled again by the same man that made it; 
yet the present calamity and distress which Pericles laboured under in 
his family broke through all objections, and prevailed with the Athenians 
to pity him, as one whose losses and misfortunes had sufficiently punished 
his former arrogance and haughtiness. His sufferings deserved, they 
thought, their pity, and even indignation, and his request was such as be
came a man to ask and men to grant; they gave him permission to enrol 
his son in the register of his fraternity, giving him his own name. This son j 
afterward, after having defeated the Peloponnesians at Arginusse, was, 1 
with his fellow-generals, put to death by the people.

About the time when his son was enrolled, it should seem the plague 
seized Pericles, not with sharp and violent fits, as it did others that had 
it, but with a dull and lingering distemper, attended with various changes 
and alterations, leisurely, by little and little, wasting the strength of his 
body, and undermining the noble faculties of his soul. So that Theo
phrastus, in his Morals, when discussing whether men’s characters change 
with their circumstances, and their moral habits, disturbed by the ailings 
of their bodies, start aside from the rules of virtue, has left it upon record, 
that Pericles, when he was sick, showed one of his friends that came to 
visit him an amulet or charm that the women had hung about his neck; 
as much as to say, that he was very sick indeed when he would admit of 
such a foolery as that was.

When he was now near his end, the best of the citizens and those of 
his friends who were left alive, sitting about him, were speaking of the 
greatness of his merit, and his power, and reckoning up his famous actions 
and the number of his victories; for there were no less than nine trophies, 
which, as their chief commander and conqueror of their enemies, he had 
set up for the honour of the city. They talked thus together among them
selves, as though he were unable to understand or mind what they said, 
but had now lost his consciousness. He had listened, however, all the while, 
and attended to all, and, speaking out among them, said that he wondered 
they should commend and take notice of things which were as much 
owing to fortune as to anything else, and had happened to many other 
commanders, and, at the same time, should not speak or make mention 
of that which was the most excellent and greatest thing of all. “For,” 
said he, “no Athenian, through my means, ever wore mourning.”

He was indeed a character deserving our high admiration not only for 
his equitable and mild temper, which all along in the many affairs of his 
life, and the great animosities which he incurred, he constantly maintained; 
but also for the high spirit and feeling which made him regard it the 
noblest of all his honours that, in the exercise of such immense power, he



never had gratified his envy or his passion, nor ever had treated any 
enemy as irreconcilably opposed to him. And to me it appears that this 
one thing gives that otherwise childish and arrogant title a fitting and 
becoming significance; so dispassionate a temper, a life so pure and un
blemished, in the height of power and place, might well be called Olympian, 
in accordance with our conceptions of the divine beings, to whom, as the 
natural authors of all good and of nothing evil, we ascribe the rule and 
government of the world. Not as the poets represent, who, while con
founding us with their ignorant fancies, are themselves confuted by their 
own poems and fictions, and call the place, indeed, where they say the 
gods make their abode, a secure and quiet seat, free from all hazards and 
commotions, untroubled with winds or with clouds, and equally through 
all time illumined with a soft serenity and a pure light as though such 
were a home most agreeable for a blessed and immortal nature; and yet, 
in the meanwhile, affirm that the gods themselves are full of trouble and 
enmity and anger and other passions, which no way become or belong to 
even men that have any understanding. But this will, perhaps, seem a 
subject fitter for some other consideration, and that ought to be treated 
of in some other place.

The course of public affairs after his death produced a quick and speedy 
sense of the loss of Pericles. Those who, while he lived, resented his great 
authority, as that which eclipsed themselves, presently after his quitting 
the stage, making trial of other orators and demagogues, readily acknowl
edged that there never had been in nature such a disposition as his was, 
more moderate and reasonable in the height of that state he took upon 
him, or more grave and impressive in the mildness which he used. And 
that invidious arbitrary power, to which formerly they gave the name of 
monarchy and tyranny, did then appear to have been the chief bulwark 
of public safety; so great a corruption and such a flood of mischief and 
vice followed which he, by keeping weak and low, had withheld from 
notice, and had prevented from attaining incurable height through a licen
tious impunity.
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FABIUS

Having related the memorable actions of Pericles, our history now proceeds 
to the life of Fabius. A son of Hercules and a nymph, of some woman of 
that country, who brought him forth on the banks of Tiber, was, it is 
said, the first Fabius, the founder of the numerous and distinguished 
family of the name. Others will have it that they were first called Fodii, 
because the first of the race delighted in digging pitfalls for wild beasts, 
fodere being still the Latin for to dig, and fossa for a ditch, and that in 
process of time, by the change of the two letters, they grew to be called 
Fabii. But be these things true or false, certain it is that this family for
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authority were, the people and senate were still their masters, of whom 
they must ask leave. Fabius, however, to make the authority of his 
charge more observable, and to render the people more submissive and 
obedient to him, caused himself to be accompanied with the full body of 
four-and-twenty lictors; and, when the surviving consul came to visit him, 
sent him word to dismiss his lictors with their fasces, the ensigns of 
authority, and appear before him as a private person.

The first solemn action of his dictatorship was very fitly a religious one: 
an admonition to the people, that their late overthrow had not befallen 
them through want of courage in their soldiers, but through the neglect oi 
divine ceremonies in the general. He therefore exhorted them not to fear 
the enemy, but by extraordinary honour to propitiate the gods. This he 
did, not to fill their minds with superstition, but by religious feeling to 
raise their courage, and lessen their fear of the enemy by inspiring the 
belief that Heaven was on their side. With this view, the secret prophecies 
called the Sibylline Books were consulted; sundry predictions found in 
them were said to refer to the fortunes and events of the time; but none 
except the consulter was informed. Presenting himself to the people, the 
dictator made a vow before them to offer in sacrifice the whole product 
of the next season, all Italy over, of the cows, goats, swine, sheep, both in 
the mountains and the plains; and to celebrate musical festivities with an 
expenditure of the precise sum of 333 sestertia and 333 denarii, with one- 
third of a denarius over. The sum total of which is, in our money, 83,583 
drachmas and 2 obols. What the mystery might be in that exact number 
is not easy to determine, unless it were in honour of the perfection of the 
number three, as being the first of odd numbers, the first that contains in 
itself multiplication, with all other properties whatsoever belonging to 
numbers in general.

In this manner Fabius, having given the people better heart for the 
future, by making them believe that the gods took their side, for his ov/n 
part placed his whole confidence in himself, believing that the gods be
stowed victory and good fortune by the instrumentality of valour and of 
prudence; and thus prepared he set forth to oppose Hannibal, not with 
intention to fight him, but with the purpose of wearing out and wasting 
the vigour of his arms by lapse of time, of meeting his want of resources 
by superior means, by large numbers the smallness of his forces. With 
this design, he always encamped on the highest grounds, where the enemy’s 
horse could have no access to him. Still'he kept pace with them; when 
they marched he followed them; when they encamped he did the same, 
but at such a distance as not to be compelled to an engagement, and 
always keeping upon the hills, free from the insults of their horse; by 
which means he gave them no rest, but kept them in a continual alarm.

But this his dilatory way gave occasion in his own camp for suspicion 
#>f want of courage; and this opinion prevailed yet more in Hannibal’s 
army. Hannibal was himself the only man who was not deceived, who 
discerned his skill and detected his tactics, and saw, unless he could by 
art o<- force bring him to battle, that the Carthaginians, unable to use the
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arms in which they were superior, and suffering the continual drain of 
lives and treasure in which they were inferior, would in the end come to 
nothing. He resolved, therefore, with all the arts and subtleties of war to 
break his measures, and to bring Fabius to an engagement, like a cunning 
wrestler, watching every opportunity to get good hold and close with his 
adversary. He at one time attacked, and sought to distract his attention, 
tried to draw him off in various directions, and endeavoured in all ways 
to tempt him from his safe policy. All this artifice, though it had no 
effect upon the firm judgment and conviction of the dictator, yet upon 
the common soldier, and even upon the general of the horse himself, it 
had too great an operation: Minucius, unseasonably eager for action, bold 
and confident, humoured the soldiery, and himself contributed to fill them 
with wild eagerness and empty hopes, which they vented in reproaches 
upon Fabius, calling him Hannibal’s pedagogue, since he did nothing else 
out follow him up and down and wait upon him. At the same time, they 
cried up Minucius for the only captain worthy to command the Romans; 
whose vanity and presumption rose so high in consequence, that he in
solently jested at Fabius’s encampment upon the mountains, saying that 
he seated them there as on a theatre, to behold the flames and desolation 
of their country. And he would sometimes ask the friends of the general, 
whether it were not his meaning, by thus leading them from mountain to 
mountain, to carry them at last (having no hopes on earth) up into heaven, 
or to hide them in the clouds from Hannibal’s army? When his friends 
reported these things to the dictator, persuading him that, to avoid the 
general obloquy, he should engage the enemy, his answer was, “I should 
be more faint-hearted than they make me, if, through fear of idle re
proaches, I should abandon my own convictions. It is no inglorious thing 
to have fear for the safety of our country, but to be turned from one’s 
course by men’s opinions, by blame, and by misrepresentation, shows 
a man unfit to hold an office such as this, which, by such conduct, he makes 
the slaves of those whose errors it is his business to control.”

An oversight of Hannibal occurred soon after. Desirous to refresh his 
horse in some good pasture-grounds, and to draw off his army, he ordered 
his guides to conduct him to the district of.Casinum. They, mistaking his 
bad pronunciation, led him and his army to the town of Casilinum, on the 
frontier of Campania which the river Lothronus, called by the Romans 
Vulturnus, divides in two parts. The country around is enclosed by moun
tains, with a valley opening towards the sea, in which the river overflow
ing forms a quantity of marsh land with deep banks of sand, and discharges 
itself into the sea on a very unsafe and rough shore. While Hannibal was 
proceeding hither, Fabius, by his knowledge of the roads, succeeded in 
making his way around before him, and despatched four thousand choice 
men to seize the exit from it and stop him up, and lodged the rest of his 
army upon the neighbouring hills, in the most advantageous places; at the 
same time detaching a party of his lightest armed men to fall upon Hanni
bal’s rear; which they did with such success, that they cut off eight 
hundred of them, and put the whole army in disorder. Hannibal, finding



carrying all before them at Samos, despatched Pisander to Athens, to at
tempt a change of government, and to encourage the aristocratical citizens 
to take upon themselves the government, and overthrow the democracy, 
representing to them, that upon these terms, Alcibiades would procure 
them the friendship and alliance of Tisaphernes.

This was the colour and pretence made use of by those who desired to 
change the government of Athens to an oligarchy. But as soon as they 
prevailed, and had got the administration of affairs into their hands, under 
the name of the Five Thousand (whereas, indeed, they were but four 
hundred), they slighted Alcibiades altogether, ancl prosecuted the war 
with less vigour; partly because they durst not yet trust the citizens, who 
secretly detested this change, and partly because they thought the Lacedae
monians, who always befriended the government of the few, would be in
clined to give them favourable terms.

The people in the city were terrified into submission, many of those who 
had dared openly to oppose the four hundred having been put to death. 
But those who were at Samos, indignant when they heard this news, were 
eager to set sail instantly for the Piraeus; sending for Alcibiades, they 
declared him general, requiring him to lead them on to put down the 
tyrants. He, however, in that juncture, did not, as it might have been 
thought a man would, on being suddenly exalted by the favour of a 
multitude, think himself under an obligation to gratify and submit to all 
the wishes of those who, from a fugitive and an exile, had created him 
general of so great an army, and given him the command of such a fleet. 
But, as became a great captain, he opposed himself to the precipitate 
resolutions which their rage led them to, and, by restraining them from the 
great error they were about to commit, unequivocally saved the common
wealth. For if they then sailed to Athens, all Ionia and the islands and the 
Hellespont would have fallen into the enemies’ hands without opposition, 
while the Athenians, involved in civil war, would have been fighting with 
one another within the circuit of their own walls. It was Alcibiades, alone, 
or, at least, principally, who prevented all this mischief; for he not only 
used persuasion to the whole army, and showed them the danger, but ap
plied himself to them, one by one, entreating some, and constraining 
others. He was much assisted, however, by Thrasybulus of Stiria, who 
having the loudest voice, as we are told, of all the Athenians, went along 
with him, and cried out to those who were ready to be gone. A second 
great service which Alcibiades did for them was, his undertaking that 
the Phcenician fleet, which the Lacedaemonians expected to be sent to 
them by the King of Persia, should either come in aid of the Athenians or 
otherwise should not come at all. He sailed off with all expedition in order 
to perform this, and the ships, which had already been seen as near as 
Aspendus, were not brought any further by Tisaphernes, who thus de
ceived the Lacedaemonians; and it was by both sides believed that they 
had been diverted by the procurement of Alcibiades. The Lacedaemonians, 
in particular, accused him, that he had advised the Barbarian to stand 
still, and suffer the Greeks to waste and destroy one another, as it was.
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evident that the accession of so great a force to either party would enable 
them to take away the entire dominion of the sea from the other side.

Soon after this, the four hundred usurpers were driven out, the friends 
of Alcibiades vigorously assisting those who were for the popular govern
ment. And now the people in the city not only desired, but commanded 
Alcibiades to return home from his exile. He, however, desired not to owe 
his return to the mere grace and commiseration of the people, and resolved 
to come back, not with empty hands, but with glory, and after some 
service done. To this «end, he sailed from Samos with a few ships, and 
cruised on the sea of Cnidos, and about the isle of Cos, but receiving 
intelligence there that Mindarus, the Spartan admiral, had sailed with his 
whole army into the Hellespont, and that the Athenians had followed him. 
he hurried back to succour the Athenian commanders, and, by good for
tune, arrived with eighteen galleys at a critical time. For both the fleets 
having engaged near Abydos, the fight between them had lasted till night, 
the one side having the advantage on one quarter, and the other on 
another. Upon his first appearance, both sides formed a false impression; 
the enemy was encouraged and the Athenians terrified. But Alcibiades 
suddenly raised the Athenian ensign in the admiral ship, and fell upon 
those galleys of the Peloponnesians which had the advantage and were in 
pursuit. He soon put these to flight, and followed them so close that he 
forced them on shore, and broke the ships in pieces, the sailors abandon
ing them and swimming away in spite of all the efforts of Pharnabazus, 
who had come down to their assistance by land and did what he could 
to protect them from the shore. In fine, the Athenians, having taken 
thirty of the enemy’s ships, and recovered all their own, erected a trophy. 
After the gaining of so glorious a victory, his vanity made him eager -to 
show himself to Tisaphernes, and, having furnished himself with gifts 
and presents, and an equipage suitable to his dignity, he set out to visit 
him. But the thing did not succeed as he had imagined, for Tisaphernes 
had been long suspected by the Lacedaemonians, and was afraid to fall 
into disgrace with his king upon that account, and therefore thought that 
Alcibiades arrived very opportunely, and immediately caused him to be 
seized, and sent away prisoner to Sardis; fancying, by this act of injustice, 
to clear himself from all former imputations.

But about thirty days after,. Alcibiades escaped from his keeping, and 
having got a horse, fled to Clazomenae, where he procured Tisaphernes 
additional disgrace by professing he was a party to his escape. From 
there he sailed to the Athenian camp, and, being informed there that 
Mindarus and Pharnabazus were together at Cyzicus, he made a speech 
to the soldiers, telling them that sea-fighting, land-fighting, and, by the 
gods, fighting against fortified cities too, must be all one for them, as 
unless they conquered everywhere, there was no money for them. As soon 
as ever he got them on shipboard, he hastened to Proconnesus, and gave 
command to seize all the small vessels they met, and guard them safely in 
the interior of the fleet, that the enemy might have no notice of his com
ing; and a great storm of rain, accompanied with thunder and darkness,
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so the opinion which the people had of his conduct was raised that degree, 
that they looked upon their armies as irresistible and invincible while he 
commanded them; and he so won, indeed, upon the lower and meaner sort 
of people, that they passionately desired to have him “tyrant” over them, 
and some of them did not scruple to tell him so, and to advise him to put 
himself out of the reach of envy, by abolishing the laws and ordinances 
of the people, and suppressing the idle talkers that were ruining the state, 
that so he might act and take upon him the management of affairs, with
out standing in fear of being called to an account.

How far his own inclinations led him to usurp sovereign power is un
certain, but the most considerable persons in the city were so much afraid 
of it, that they hastened him on shipboard as speedily as they could, 
appointing the colleagues whom he chose, and allowing him all other things 
as he desired. Thereupon he set sail with a fleet of one hundred ships, and, 
arriving at Andros, he there fought with and defeated as well the in
habitants as the Lacedaemonians who assisted them. He did not, however, 
take the city; which gave the first occasion to his enemies for all their 
accusations against him. Certainly, if ever man was ruined by his own| 
glory, it was Alcibiades. For his continual success had produced such an 
idea of his courage and conduct, that if he failed in anything he under
took, it was imputed to his neglect, and no one would believe it was 
through want of power. For they thought nothing was too hard for him, . 
if he went about it in good earnest. They fancied, every day, that they 
should hear news of the reduction of Chios, and of the rest of Ionia, and 
grew impatient that things were not effected as fast and as rapidly as they 
could wish for them. They never considered how extremely money was 
wanting, and that, having to carry on war with an enemy who had supplies 
of all things from a great king, he was often forced to quit his armament 
in order to procure money and provisions for the subsistence of his soldiers. 
This it was which gave occasion for the last accusation which was made 
against him. For Lysander, being sent from Lacedaemon with a commission 
to be admiral of their fleet, and being furnished by Cyrus with a great sum 
of money, gave every sailor four obols a day, whereas before they had but 
three. Alcibiades could hardly allow his men three obols, and therefore 
was constrained to go into Caria to furnish himself with money. He left 
the care of the fleet, in his absence, to Antiochus, an experienced seaman, 
but rash and inconsiderate, who had express orders from Alcibiades not 
to engage, though the enemy provoked him. But he slighted and disre
garded these directions to that degree, that, having made ready his own 
galley and another, he stood for Ephesus, where the enemy lay, and, as 
he sailed before the heads of their galleys, used every provocation pos
sible, both in words and deeds. Lysander at first manned out a few ships, 
and pursued him. But all the Athenian ships coming in to his assistance, 
Lysander, also, brought up his whole fleet, which gained an entire victory. 
He slew Antiochus himself, took many men and ships, and erected a 
trophy.

As soon as Alcibiades heard this news, he returned to Samos, and loosing



danger; as his horse being wounded fell forward and threw him headlong 
amidst’the enemies, while part of his companions dispersed at once in a 
panic, and the small number that remained, bearing up against a great 
multitude, had much ado to maintain any resistance. As soon, therefore, 
as Timoleon was aware of the accident, he ran hastily in to his brother’s 
rescue, and covering the fallen Timophanes with his buckler, after having 
received abundance of darts, and several strokes by the sword upon his 
body and his armour, he at length with much difficulty obliged the enemies 
to retire, and brought off his brother alive and safe. But when the Corinth
ians, for fear of losing their city a second time, as they had once before, 
by admitting their allies, made a decree to maintain four hundred mer
cenaries for its security, and gave Timophanes the command over them, 
he, abandoning all regard to honour and equity, at once proceeded to put 
into execution his plans for making himself absolute, and bringing the 
place under his own power; and having cut off many principal citizens, 
uncondemned and without trial, who were most likely to hinder his de
signs, he declared himself tyrant of Corinth; a procedure that infinitely 
afflicted Timoleon, to whom the wickedness of such a brother appeared 
to be his own reproach and calamity. He undertook to persuade him by 
reasoning, that desisting from that wild and unhappy ambition, he would 
bethink himself how he should make the Corinthians some amends, and 
find out an expedient to remedy and correct the evils he had done them. 
When his single admonition was rejected and contemned by him, he makes 
a second attempt, taking with him ^Eschylus his kinsman, brother to the 
wife of Timophanes, and a certain diviner, that was his_ friend, whom 
Theopompus in his history calls Satyrus, but Ephorus and Timaeus mention 
in theirs by the name of Orthagoras. After a few days, then, he returns 
to his brother with this company, all three of them surrounding and 
earnestly importuning him upon the same subject, that now at length he 
would listen to reason, and be of another mind. But when Timophanes 
began first to laugh at the men’s simplicity, and presently broke out into 
rage and indignation against them, Timoleon stepped aside from him and 
stood weeping with his face covered, while the other two, drawing out their 
swords, despatched him in a moment.

On the rumour of this act being soon scattered about, the better and 
more generous of the Corinthians highly applauded Timoleon for the 
hatred of wrong and the greatness of soul that had made him, though of 
a gentle disposition and full of love and kindness for his family, think the 
obligations to his country stronger than the ties of consanguinity, and 
prefer that which is good and just before gain and interest and his own 
particular advantage. For the same brother, who with so much bravery 
had been saved by him when he fought valiantly in the cause of Corinth, 
he had now as nobly sacrificed for enslaving her afterwards by a base 
usurpation. But then, on the other side, those that knew not how to live 
in a democracy, and had been used to makeTHSf liufnble cotrrt to the men 
of^ower, thdugh they openly professed to rejoice at the death of the 
tyrant, nevertheless, secretly reviling Timoleon, as one that had com
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mitted an impious and abominable act, drove him into melancholy and 
dejection. And when he came to understand how heavily his mother took 
it, and that she likewise uttered the saddest complaints and most terrible 
imprecations against him, he went to satisfy and comfort her as to what 
had happened; and finding that she would not endure so much as to look 
upon him, but caused her doors to be shut, that he might have no admission 
into her presence, with grief at this he grew so disordered in his mind and 
so disconsolate, that he determined to put an end to his perplexity with 
his life, by abstaining from all manner of sustenance. But through the care 
and diligence of his friends, who were very instant with him, and added 
force to their entreaties, he came to resolve and promise at last, that he 
would endure living, provided it might be in solitude, and remote from 
company; so that, quitting all civil transactions and commerce with the 
world for a long while after his first retirement, he never came into 
Corinth but wandered up and down the fields, full of anxious and torment
ing thoughts, and spent his time in desert places, at the farthest distance 
from society and human intercourse. So true it is that the minds of men 
are easily shaken and carried off from their own sentiments through the 
casual commendation or reproof of others, unless the judgments that we 
make, and the purposes we conceive, be confirmed by reason and phi
losophy, and thus obtain sti ength and steadiness. An action must not only 
be just and laudable in its own nature, but it must proceed likewise from 
motives and a lasting principle, that so we may fully and constantly ap
prove the thing, and be perfectly satisfied in what we do; for otherwise, 
after having put our resolution into practice, we shall out of pure weakness, 
come to be troubled at the performance, when the grace, and godliness, 
which rendered it before so amiable and pleasing to us, begin to decay and 
wear out of our fancy; like greedy people, who, seizing on the more 
delicious morsels of any dish with a keen appetite, are presently disgusted 
when they grow full, and find themselves oppressed and uneasy now by 
what they before so greedily desired. For a succeeding dislike spoils the 
best of actions, and repentance makes that which was never so well done 
become base and faulty; whereas the choice that is founded upon knowl
edge and wise reasoning does not change by disappointment, or suffer us 
to repent, though it happen perchance to be less prosperous in the issue. 
And thus, Phocion, of Athens, having always vigorously opposed the 
measures of Leosthenes, when success appeared to attend them, and he 
saw his countrymen rejoicing and offering sacrifice in honour of their 
victory, “I should have been as glad,” said he. to them, “that I myself had 
been the author of what Leosthenes has achieved for you, as .I am that 
I gave you my own counsel against it.” A more vehement reply is recorded 
to have been made by Aristides the Locrian, one of Plato’s companions, 
to Dionysius the elder, who demanded one of his daughters in marriage: 
“I had rather,” said he to him, “see the virgin in her grave than in the 
palace-of a tyrant.” And when Dionysius, enraged, at the affront, made 
his sons be put to death a while after, and then again insultingly asked, 
whether he were still in the same mind as to the disposal of his daughters,
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his answer was, “I cannot but grieve at the cruelty of youi deeds, but am 
not sorry for the freedom of my own words.” Such expressions as these may 
belong perhaps to a more sublime and accomplished virtue.

The grief, however, of Timoleon at what had been done, whether it arose 
from commiseration of his brother’s fate or the reverence he bore his 
mother, so shattered and broke his spirits, that for the space of almost 
twenty years he had not offered to concern himself in any honourable or 
public action. When, therefore, he was pitched upon for a general, and, 
joyfully accepted as such by the suffrages of the people, Teleclides, who 
was at that time the most powerful and distinguished man in Corinth, 
began to exhort him that he would act now like a man of worth and 
gallantry: “For,” said he, “if you do bravely in this service we shall 
believe that you delivered us from a tyrant; but if otherwise that you 
killed your brother.” While he was yet preparing to set sail, and enlisting 
soldiers to embark with him, there came letters to the Corinthians from 
Hicetes, plainly disclosing his revolt and treachery. For his ambassadors 
had no sooner gone for Corinth, but he openly joined the Carthaginians, 
negotiating that they might assist him to throw out Dionysius, and become 
master of Syracuse in his room. And fearing he might be disappointed of 
his aim if troops and a commander should come from Corinth before this 
were effected, he sent a letter of advice thither, in all haste, to prevent 
their setting out, telling them they need not be at any cost and trouble 
upon his account, or run the hazard of a Sicilian voyage, especially since 
the Carthaginians, alliance with whom against Dionysius the slowness of 
their motions had compelled him to embrace, would dispute their passage, 
and lay in wait to attack them with a numerous fleet. This letter being 
publicly read, if any had been cold and indifferent before as to the expedi
tion in hand, the indignation they now conceived against Hicetes so ex
asperated and inflamed them all that they willingly contributed to supply 
Timoleon, and endeavoured with one accord to hasten his departure.

When the vessels were equipped, and his soldiers every way provided 
for, the female priest of Proserpina had a dream or vision wherein she and 
her mother Ceres appeared to them in a travelling garb, and were heard 
to say that they were going to sail with Timoleon into Sicily; whereupon 
the Corinthians, having built a sacred galley, devoted it to them, and 
called it the galley of the goddesses. Timoleon went in person to Delphi, 
where he sacrificed to Apollo, and, descending into the place of prophecy, 
was surprised with the following marvellous occurrence. A riband, with 
crowns and figures of victory embroidered upon it, slipped off from among 
the gifts that were there consecrated and hung up in the temple, and fell 
directly down upon his head; so that Apollo seemed already to crown 
him with success, and send him thence to conquer and triumph. He put to 
sea only with seven ships of Corinth, two of Corcyra, and a, tenth which 
was furnished by the Leucadians; and when he was now entered into the 
deep by night, and carried with a prosperous gale, the heaven seemed all 
on a sudden to break open, and a bright spreading flame to issue forth 
from it. and hover over the ship he was in; and, having formed itself



seeing the Carthaginians possessed of their haven, Hicetes master of the 
town, and Dionysius supreme in the citadel; while Timoleon had as yet 
but a slender hold of Sicily, as it were by the fringe or border of it, in the 
small city of the Tauromenians, with a feeble hope and a poor company; 
having but a thousand soldiers at the most, and no more provisions, either 
of corn or money, than were just necessary for the maintenance and the 
pay of that inconsiderable number. Nor did the other towns of Sicily 
confide in him, overpowered as they were with violence and outrage, and 
embittered against all that should offer to lead armies by the treacherous 
conduct chiefly of Callipus, an Athenian, and Pharax, a Lacedemonian 
captain, both of whom, after giving out that the design of their coming 
was to introduce liberty and to depose tyrants, so tyrannised themselves, 
that the reign of former oppressors seemed to be a golden age in com
parison, and the Sicilians began to consider those more happy who had 
expired in servitude, than any that had lived to see such a dismal freedom.

Looking, therefore, for no better usage from the Corinthian general, 
but imagining that it was only the same old course of things once more, 
specious pretences and false professions to allure them by fair hopes and 
kind promises into the obedience of a new master, they all, with one 
accord, unless it were the people of Adranum, suspected the exhortations, 
and rejected the overtures that were made them in his name. These were 
inhabitants of a small city, consecrated to Adranus, a certain god that was 
in high veneration throughout Sicily, and, as it happened, they were then 
at variance among themselves, insomuch that one party called in Hicetes 
and the Carthaginians to assist them, while the other sent proposals to 
Timoleon. It so fell out that these auxiliaries, striving which should be 
soonest, both arrived at Adranum about the same time; Hicetes bring
ing with him at least five thousand men, while all the force Timoleon couid 
make did not exceed twelve hundred. With these he marched out of Tau- 
romenium, which was about three hundred and forty furlongs distant 
from that city. The first day he moved but slowly, and took up his quarters 
betimes after a short journey; but the day following he quickened his pace, 
and, having passed through much difficult ground, towards evening re
ceived advice that Hicetes was just approaching Adranum, and pitching 
his camp before it; upon which intelligence, his captains and othar officers 
caused the vanguard to halt, that the army being refreshed, and having 
reposed a while, might engage the enemy with better heart. But Timoleon, 
coming up in haste, desired them not to stop for that reason, but rather 
use all possible diligence to surprise the enemy, whom probably they 
would now find in disorder, as having lately ended their march and being 
taken up at present in erecting tents and preparing supper; which he had 
no sooner said, but laying hold of his buckler and putting himself in the 
front, he led them on as it were to certain victory. The braveness of such 
a leader made them all follow him with like courage and assurance. They 
were now within less than thirty furlongs of Adranum, which they quickly 
traversed, and immediately fell in upon the enemyj who were seized with 
confusion, and began to retire at their first approaches; one consequence
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Upon the news of his landing at Corinth, there was hardly a man in 

Greece who had not the curiosity to come and view the late formidable 
tyrant, and say some words to him; part, rejoicing at his disasters, were 
led thither out of mere spite and hatred, that they might have the pleasure 
of trampling, as it were, on the ruins of his broken fortune; but others, 
letting their attention and their sympathy turn rather to the changes and 
revolutions of his life, could not but see in them a proof of the strength and 
potency with which divine and unseen causes operate amidst the weakness 
of human and visible things. For neither art nor nature did in that age 
produce anything comparable to this work and wonder of fortune which 
showed the very same man, that was not long before supreme monarch 
of Sicily, loitering about perhaps in the fish-market, or sitting in a per
fumer’s shop drinking the diluted wine of taverns, or squabbling in the 
street with common women, or pretending to instruct the singing women 
of the theatre, and seriously disputing with them about the measure and 
harmony of pieces of music that were performed there. Such behaviour on 
his part was variously criticised. He was thought by many to act thus 
out of pure compliance with his own natural indolent and vicious inclina
tions ; while finer judges were of the opinion, that in all this he was playing 
a politic part, with a design to be contemned among them, and that the 
Corinthians might not feel any apprehension or suspicion of his being 
uneasy under his reverse of fortune, or solicitous to retrieve it; to avoid 
which danger, he purposely and against his true nature affected an ap
pearance of folly and want of spirit in his private life and amusements.

However it be, there are sayings and repartees of his left still upon record, 
which seem to show that he not ignobly accommodated himself to his 
present circumstances; as may appear in part from the ingenuousness of 
the avowal he made on coming to Leucadia, which, as well as Syracuse, 
was a Corinthian colony, where he told the inhabitants that he found 
himself not unlike boys who had been in fault, who can talk cheerfully 
with their brothers, but are ashamed to see their father; so likewise he, 
he said, could gladly reside with them in that island, whereas he felt a 
certain awe upon his mind which made him averse to the sight of Corinth, 
that was a common mother to them both. The thing is further evident 
from the reply he once made to a stranger in Corinth, who deriding him in 
a rude and scornful manner about the conferences he used to have with 
philosophers, whose company had been one of his pleasures while yfet a 
monarch, and demanding, in fine, what he was the better now for all those 
wise and learned discourses of Plato, “Do you think,” said he, “I have 
made no profit of his philosophy when you see me bear my change of for
tune as I do?” And when Aristoxenus the musician, and several others, 
desired to know how Plato offended him, and what had been the ground 
of his displeasure with him, he made answer that, of the many evils attach
ing to the condition of sovereignty, the one greatest infelicity was that 
none of those who were accounted friends would venture to speak freely, 
or tell the plain truth; and that by means of such he had been deprived 
of Plato’s kindness. At another time, when one of those pleasant com-
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panions that are desirous to pass for wits, in mockery to Dionysius, as if 
he were still the tyrant, shook out the folds of his cloak, as he was entering 
into a room where he was, to show there were no concealed weapons about 
him, Dionysius, by way of retort, observed, that he would prefer he 
would do so on leaving the room, as a security that he was carrying nothing 
off with him. And when Philip of Macedon, at a drinking party, began 
to speak in banter about the verses and tragedies which his father, Dio
nysius the elder, had left behind him, and pretended to wonder how he 
could get any time from his other business to compose such elaborate and 
ingenious pieces, he replied, very much to the purpose, “It was at those 
leisurable hours, which such as you and I, and those we call happy men, 
bestow upon our cups.” Plato had not the opportunity to see Dionysius at 
Corinth, being already dead before he came thither; but Diogenes of 
Sinope, at their first meeting in the street there, saluted him with the 
ambiguous expression, “O Dionysius, how little you deserve your present 
life! ” Upon which Dionysius stopped and replied, “I thank you, Diogenes, 
for your condolence.” “Condole with you!” replied Diogenes; “do you 
not suppose that, on the contrary, I am indignant that such a slave as 
you, who, if you had your due, should have been let alone to grow old 
and die in the state of tyranny, as your father did before you, should now 
enjoy the ease of private persons, and be here to sport and frolic in our 
society?” So that when I compare those sad stories of Philistus, touching 
the daughters of Leptines, where he makes pitiful moan on their behalf, 
as fallen from all the blessings and advantages of powerful greatness to 
the miseries of an humble life, they seem to me like the lamentations of a 
woman who has lost her box of ointment, her purple dresses, and her 
golden trinkets. Such anecdotes will not, I conceive, be thought either for
eign to my purpose of writing Lives, or unprofitable in themselves, by such 
readers as are not in too much haste, or busied and taken up with other 
concerns.

But if the misfortune of Dionysius appears strange and extraordinary, 
we shall have no less reason to wonder at the good fortune of Timoleon, 
who, within fifty days after his landing in Sicily, both recovered the 
citadel of Syracuse and sent Dionysius an exile into Peloponnesus. This 
lucky beginning so animated the Corinthians, that they ordered him a 
supply of two thousand foot and two hundred horse, who, reaching 
Thurii, intended to cross over thence into Sicily; but finding the whole sea 
beset with Carthaginian ships, which made their passage impracticable, 
they were constrained to stop there, and watch their opportunity: which 

Time, however, was employed in a noble action. For the Thurians, going 
lout to war against their Bruttian enemies, left their city in charge with 

; these Corinthian strangers, who defended it as carefully as if it had been 
jtheir own country, and faithfully resigned it up again.

Hicetes, in the interim, continued still to besiege the castle of Syracuse, 
and hindered all provisions from coming in by Sea to relieve the Corinth
ians that were in it. He had engaged also, and despatched towards Ad
ranum, two unknown foreigners to assassinate Timoleon. who at no time
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kept any standing guard about his person, and was then altogether secure, 
diverting himself, without any apprehension, among the citizens of the 
place, it being a festival in honour of their gods. The two men that were 
sent, having casually heard that Timoleon was about to sacrifice, came 
directly into the temple with poniards under their cloaks, and pressing 
in among the crowd, by little and little got up close to the altar; but, as 
they were just looking for a sign from each other to begin the attempt, a 
third person struck one of them over the head with a sword, upon whose 
sudden fall, neither he that gave the blow, nor the partisan of him that 
received it, kept their stations any longer; but the one, making way with 
his bloody sword, put no stop to his flight, till he gained the top of a 
certain lofty precipice, while the other, laying hold of the altar, besought 
Timoleon to spare his life, and he would reveal to him the whole con
spiracy. His pardon being granted, he confessed that both himself and 
his dead companion were sent thither purposely to slay him. While this 
discovery was made, he that killed the other conspirator had been fetched 
down from his sanctuary of the rock, loudly and often protesting, as he 
came along, that there was no injustice in the fact, as he had only taken 
righteous vengeance for his father’s blood, whom this man had murdered 
before in the city of Leontini; the truth of which was attested by several 
there present, who could not choose but wonder too at the strange dexterity 
of fortune’s operations, the facility with which she makes one event the 
spring and motion to something wholly different, uniting every scattered 
accident and loose particular and remote action, and interweaving them 
together to serve her purpose; so that things that in themselves seem 14 
have no connection or interdependence whatsoever, become in her hands, 
so to say, the end and the beginning of each other. The Corinthians, satis
fied as to the innocence of this seasonable feat, honoured and rewarded 
the author with a present of ten pounds in their money, since he had, as 
it were, lent the use of his just resentment to the tutelar genius that seemed 
to be protecting Timoleon, and had not pre-expended this anger, so long 
ago conceived, but had reserved and deferred, under fortune’s guidance, 
for his preservation, the revenge of a private quarrel.

But this fortunate escape had effects and consequences beyond the 
present, as it inspired the highest hopes and future expectations of Timo
leon, making people reverence and protect him as a sacred person sent by 
heaven to revenge and redeem Sicily. Hicetes, having missed his aim in 
this enterprise, and perceiving, also, that many went off and sided with 
Timoleon, began to chide himself for his foolish modesty, that, when so 
considerable a force of the Carthaginians lay ready to be commanded by 
him, he had employed them hitherto by degrees and in small numbers, 
introducing their reinforcements by stealth and clandestinely, as if he had 
been ashamed of the action. Therefore, now laying aside his former nicety, 
he calls in Mago, their admiral, with his whole navy, who presently set 
sail, and seized upon the port with a formidable fleet of at least a hundred 
and fifty vessels, landing there sixty thousand foot, which were all lodged 
within the city of Syracuse; so that, in all men’s opinion, the time anciently
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and the rest of Corinth.” The Greeks that were in pay with Hicetes, nois
ing these discourses about their camp, gave Mago some ground to suspect, 
as indeed he had long sought for a pretence to be gone, that there was 
treachery contrived against him; so that, although Hicetes entreated him 
to tarry, and made it appear how much stronger they were than the enemy, 
yet, conceiving they came far more short of Timoleon in respect of 
courage and fortune than they surpassed him in number, he presently went 
aboard and set sail for Africa, letting Sicily escape out of his hands with 
dishonour to himself, and for such uncertain causes, that no human reason 
could give an account of his departure.

The day after he went away, Timoleon came up before the city in array 
for a battle. But when he and his company heard of this sudden flight, 
and saw the docks all empty, they could not forbear laughing at the 
cowardice of Mago, and in mockery caused proclamation to be made 
through the city that a reward would be given to any one who could bring 
them tidings whither the Carthaginian fleet had conveyed itself from them. 
However, Hicetes resolving to fight it out alone, and not quitting his hold 
of the city, but sticking close to the quarters he was in possession of, 
places that were well fortified and not easy to be attacked, Timoleon 
divided his forces into three parts, and fell himself upon the side where the 
river Anapas ran, which was most strong and difficult of access; and he 
commanded those that were led by Isias, a Corinthian captain, to make 
their assault from the post of Acradina, while Dinarchus and Demaretus, 
that brought him the last supply from Corinth, were, with a third division, 
to attempt the quarter called Epipolse. A considerable impression being 
made from every side at once, the soldiers of Hicetes were beaten off and 
put to flight; and this—that the city came to be taken by storm, and fall 
suddenly into their hands, upon the defeat and rout of the enemy—we 
must in all justice ascribe to the valour of the assailants and the wise 
conduct of their general; but that not so much as a man of the Corinthians 
was either slain or wounded in the action, this the good fortune of Timoleon 
seems to challenge for her own work, as though, in a sort of rivalry with 
his own personal exertions, she made it her aim to exceed and obscure 
his actions by her favours, that those who heard him commended for his 
noble deeds might rather admire the happiness than the merit of them. 
For the fame of what was done not only passed through all Sicily, and 
filled Italy with wonder, but even Greece itself, after a few days, came to 
ring with the greatness of his exploit; insomuch that those of Corinth, who 
had as yet no certainty that their auxiliaries were landed on the island, 
had tidings brought them at the same time that they were safe and were 
conquerors. In so prosperous a course did affairs run, and such was the 
speed and celerity of execution with which fortune, as with a new ornament, 
set off the native lustres of the performance.

Timoleon, being master of the citadel, avoided the error which Dion 
had been guilty of. He spared not the place for the beauty and sumptu
ousness of its fabric, and, keeping clear of those suspicions which occa
sioned first the unpopularity and afterwards the fall of Dion, made a public
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in the work should bring pick-axes and mattocks, and other instruments, ' 
and help him to demolish the fortifications of the tyrants. When they all 
came up with one accord, looking upon that order and that day as the 
surest foundation of their liberty, they not only pulled down the castle, 
but overturned the palaces and monuments adjoining, and whatever else | 
might preserve any memory of former tyrants. Having soon levelled and : 
cleared the place, he there presently erected courts for administration of 
justice, ratifying the citizens by this means, and building popular govern- 1 
ment on the fall and ruin of tyranny. But since he had recovered a_ city 
destitute of inhabitants, Some of them dead in civil wars and insurrections, ^ 
and others being fled to escape tyrants, so that through solitude and want 
of people the great market-place of Syracuse was overgrown with such 
quantity of rank herbage that it became a pasture for their horses, the 
grooms lying along in the grass as they fed by them; while also other 
towns, very few excepted, were become full of stags and wild boars, so 
that those who had nothing else to do went frequently a-hunting, and 
found game in the suburbs and about the walls; and not one of those who 
possessed themselves of castles, or made garrisons in the country, could 
be persuaded to quit their present abode, or would accept an invitation to 
return back into the city, so much did they all dread and abhor the very 
name of assemblies and forms of government and public speaking, that had 
produced the greater part of those usurpers who had successively assumed 
a dominion over them—Timoleon, therefore, with the Syracusans that 
remained, considering this vast desolation, and how little hope there was 
to have it otherwise supplied, thought good to write to the Corinthians, 
requesting that they would send a colony out of Greece to repeople Syra
cuse. For else the land about it would lie unimproved; and besides this, 
they expected to be involved in a greater war from Africa, having news 
brought them that Mago had killed himself, and that the Carthaginians, 
out of rage for his ill-conduct in the late expedition, had caused his body 
to be nailed upon a cross, and that they were raising a mighty force, with 
design to make their descent upon Sicily the next summer.

These letters from Timoleon being delivered at Corinth, and the ambas
sadors of Syracuse beseeching them at the same time that they would 
take upon them the care of their poor city, and once again become the 
founders of it, the Corinthians were not tempted by any feeling of cupidity 
to lay hold of the advantage. Nor did they seize and appropriate the city to 
themselves, but going about first to the games that are kept as sacred in 
Greece, and to the most numerously attended religious assemblages, they 
made publication by heralds, that the Corinthians, having destroyed the 
usurpation at Syracuse and driven out the tyrant, did thereby invite the 
Syracusan exiles, and any other Siceliots, to return and inhabit the city, 
with full enjoyment of freedom under their own laws, the land being j 
divided among them in just and equal proportions. And after this, sending 
messengers into Asia and the several islands where they understood that 
most of the scattered fugitives were then residing, they bade them all repair |
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to Corinth, engaging that the Corinthians would afford them vessels and 
commanders, and a safe convoy, at their own charges, to Syracuse. Such 
generous proposals, being thus spread about, gained them the just and 
honourable recompense of general praise and benediction, for delivering the 
country from oppressors, and saving it from barbarians, and restoring it 
at length to the rightful owners of the place. These, when they were 
assembled at Corinth, and found how insufficient their company was, be
sought the Corinthians that they might have a supplement of other per
sons, as well out of their city as the rest of Greece, to go with them as joint 
colonists; and so raising themselves to the number of ten thousand, they 

j sailed together to Syracuse. By this time great multitudes, also, from 
Italy and Sicily had flocked in to Timoleon, so that, as Athanis reports, 
their entire body amounted now to sixty thousand men. Among these he 
divided the whole territory, and sold the houses for a thousand talents; 
by which method he both left it in the power of the old Syracusans to re
deem their own, and made it a means also for raising a stock for the com
munity, which had been so much impoverished of late and was so unable 
to defray other expenses, and especially those of a war, that they exposed 
their very statues to sale, a regular process being observed, and sentence 
of auction passed upon each of them by majority of votes, as if they had 
been so many criminals taking their trial; in the course of which it is said 
that while condemnation was pronounced upon all other statues, that of the 
ancient usurper Gelo was exempted, out of admiration and honour and for 
the sake of the victory he gained over the Carthaginian forces at the river 
Himera.

Syracuse being thus happily revived, and replenished again by the 
general concourse of inhabitants from all parts, Timoleon was desirous

I now to rescue other cities from the like bondage, and wholly and once for 
all to extirpate arbitrary government out of Sicily. And for this purpose, 
marching in to the territories of those that used it, he compelled Hicetes 
first to renounce the Carthaginian interest, and, demolishing the fortresses 
which were held by him, to live henceforth among the Leontinians as a 
private person. Leptines, also, the tyrant of Apollonia and divers other 
little towns, after some resistance made, seeing the danger he was in of 

, being taken by force, surrendered himself; upon which Timoleon spared 
his life, and sent him away to Corinth, counting it a glorious thing that 
the mother city should expose to the view of other Greeks these Sicilian 
tyrants, living now in an exiled and a low condition. After this he re- 

i turned to Syracuse, that he might have leisure to attend to the establish
ment of the new constitution, and assist Cephalus and Dionysius, who 
were sent from Corinth to make laws, in determining the most important 
points of it. In the meanwhile, desirous that his hired soldiers should not 
want action, but might rather enrich themselves by some plunder from the 
enemy, he despatched Dinarchus and Demaretus with a portion of them 
into the part of the island belonging to the Carthaginians, where they 
obliged several cities to revolt from the barbarians, and not only lived in



man and buckler to buckler, he caused the trumpet to sound, and so 
bore in upon the Carthaginians.

They, for their part, stoutly received and sustained his first onset; and 
having their bodies armed with breast-plates of iron, and helmets of brass 
■on their heads, besides great bucklers to cover and secure them, they could 
easily repel the charge of the Greek spears. But when the business came 
to a decision by the sword, where mastery depends no less upon art than 
strength, all on a sudden from the mountain-tops violent peals of thunder 
and vivid flashes of lightning broke out; following upon which the dark
ness, that had been hovering about the higher grounds and the crests of 
the hills, descending to the place of battle and bringing a tempest of rain 
and of wind and hail along with it, was driven upon the Greeks behind, 
and fell only at their backs, but discharged itself in the very faces of the 
barbarians, the rain beating on them, and the lightning dazzling them 
without cessation; annoyances that in many ways distressed at any rate 
the inexperienced, who had not been used to such hardships, and, in par
ticular, the claps of thunder, and the noise of the rain and hail beating on 
their arms, kept them from hearing the commands of their officers. Besides 
which, the very mud also was a great hindrance to the Carthaginans, who 
were not lightly equipped, but, as I said before, loaded with heavy 
armour; and then their shirts underneath getting drenched, the foldings 
about the bosom filled with water, grew unwieldy and cumbersome to them 
as the} fought, and made it easy for the Greeks to throw them down, and, 
when they were once down, impossible for them, under that weight, to 
disengage themselves and rise again with weapons in their hands. The 
river Crimesus, too, swollen partly by the rain, and partly by the stoppage 
of its course with the numbers that were passing through, overflowed its 
banks; and the level ground by the side of it, being so situated as to 
have a number of small ravines and hollows of the hillside descending 
upon it, was now filled with rivulets and currents that had no certain 
channel, in which the Carthaginians stumbled and rolled about, and found 
themselves in great difficulty. So that, in fine, the storm bearing still 
upon them, and the Greeks having cut in pieces four hundred men of 
their first ranks, the whole body of their army began to fly. Great numbers 
were overtaken in the plain, and put to the sword there; and many of 
them, as they were making their way back through the river, falling foul 
upon others that were yet coming over, were borne away and overwhelmed 
by the waters; but the major part, attempting to get up the hill so as to 
make their escape, were intercepted and destroyed by the light-armed 
troops. It is said that, of ten thousand who lay dead after the fight, three 
thousand, at least, were Carthaginian citizens; a heavy loss and great 
grief to their countrymen; those that fell being men inferior to none among 
them as to birth, wealth, or reputation. Nor do their records mention that 
so many native Carthaginians were ever cut off before in any one battle; 
as they usually employed Africans, Spaniards^ and Numidians in their 
wars, so that if they chanced to be defeated, it was still at the cost and 
damage of other nations.
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The Greeks easily discovered of what condition and account the slain 

were by the richness of their spoils; for when they came to collect the 
booty, there was little reckoning made either of brass or iron, so abundant 
were better metals, and so common were silver and gold. Passing over the 
river they became masters of their camp and carriages. As for captives, 
a great many of them were stolen away and sold privately by the soldiers 
but about five thousand were brought in and delivered up for the benefit 
of the public; two hundred of their chariots of war were also taken. 
The tent of Timoleon then presented a most glorious and magnificent 
appearance, being heaped up and hung round with every variety of 
spoils and military ornaments, among which there were a thousand 

( breastplates of rare workmanship and beauty, and bucklers to the number 
of ten thousand. T.he victors being but few to strip so many that were 
vanquished, and having such valuable booty to occupy them, it was the 
third day after the fight before they could erect and finish the trophy 
of their conquest. Timoleon sent tidings of his victory to Corinth, with the 
best and goodliest arms he had taken as a proof of it; that he thus 
might render his country an object of emulation to the whole world, when, 
of all the cities of Greece, men should there alone behold the chief 
temples adorned, not with Grecian spoils, nor offerings obtained by the 
bloodshed and plunder of their own countrymen and kindred, and at
tended, therefore, with sad and unhappy remembrances, but with such 
as had been stripped from barbarians and enemies to their nation, with 
the noblest titles inscribed upon them, titles telling of the justice as well 
as fortitude of the conquerors; namely, that the people of Corinth, and 

- Timoleon their general, having redeemed the Greeks of Sicily from 
Carthaginian bondage, made oblation of these to the gods, in grateful 

| acknowledgment of their favour.
Having done this, he left his hired soldiers in the enemy’s country to 

drive and carry away all they could throughout the subject-territory of 
Carthage, and so marched with the rest of his army to Syracuse, where 
he issued an edict for banishing the thousand mercenaries who had basely 
deserted him before the battle, and obliged them to quit the city before 
sunset. They, sailing into Italy, lost their lives there by the hands of the 
Bruttians, in spite of a public assurance of safety previously given them; 
thus receiving, from the divine power, a just reward of their own treachery. 
Mamercus, however, the tyrant of Catana, and Hicetes, after all, either 
envying Timoleon the glory of his exploits, or fearing him as one that 
would keep no agreement, or having any peace with tyrants, made a 
league with the Carthaginians, and pressed them much to send a new 
army and commander into Sicily, unless they would be content to 
hazard all and to be wholly ejected out of that island. And in consequence 
of this, Cisco was despatched with a navy of seventy sail. He took 

‘ numerous Greek mercenaries also into pay, that being the first time they 
| had ever been enlisted for the Carthaginian service; but then it seems 
I the Carthaginians began to admire them, as the most irresistible soldiers 
j of all mankind. Uniting their forces in the territory of Messena, they



tains all shouted for joy, and, without waiting any longer to see how 
rhance would determine it for the rest, took every man his way through 
the-river with all the speed they could make, and fell to blows with the 
enemies, who were not able to bear up against the violence of their attack, 
but fled in haste and left their arms behind them all alike, and a thousand 
dead upon the place.

Not long after, Timoleon, marching up to the city of the Leontines, took 
Hicetes alive, and his son Eupolemus, and Euthymus, the commander of 
his horse, who were bound and brought to him by their own soldiers. 
Hicetes and the stripling his son were then executed as tyrants and 
traitors; and Euthymus, though a brave man, and one of singular 
courage, could obtain no mercy, because he was charged with contemptuous 
language in disparagement of the Corinthians when they first sent their 
forces into Sicily; it is said that he told the Leontini in a speech that the 
news did not sound terrible, nor was any great danger to be feared because 
of—

“Corinthian women coming out of doors.”

So true it is that men are usually more stung and galled by reproachful 
words than hostile actions: and they bear an affront with less patience 
than an injury; to do harm and mischief by deeds is counted pardonable 
from the enemies, as nothing less can be expected in a state of war; 
whereas virulent and contumelious words appear to be the expression of 
needless hatred, and to proceed from an excess of rancour.

When Timoleon came back to Syracuse, the citizens brought the wives 
and daughters of Hicetes and his son to a public trial, and condemned 
and put them to death. This seems to be the least pleasing action of 
Timoleon’s life; since if he had interposed, the unhappy women would 
have been spared. He would appear to have disregarded the thing, and to 
have given them up to the citizens, who were eager to take vengeance for 
the wrongs done to Dion, who expelled Dionysius; since it was this very 
Hicetes who took Arete the wife and Aristomache the sister of Dion, 
with a son that had not yet passed his childhood, and threw them all 
together into the sea alive, as related in the life of Dion.

After this, he moved towards Catana against Mamercus, who gave him 
battle near the river Abolus, and was overthrown and put to flight, losing 
above two thousand men, a considerable part of whom were the Phoenician 
troops sent by Cisco to his assistance. After this defeat the Carthaginians 
sued for peace; which was granted on the conditions that they should 
confine themselves to the country within the river Lycus, that those of 
the inhabitants who wished to remove to the Syracusan territories should 
be allowed to depart with their whole families and fortunes, and, lastly, 
that Carthage should renounce all engagements to the tyrants. Mamercus, 
now forsaken and despairing of success, took ship for Italy with the design 
of bringing in the Lucanians against Timoleon and the people of Syracuse; 
but the men in his galleys turning back and landing again and delivering
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up Catana to Timoleon, thus obliged him to fly for his own safety to 
Messena, where Hippo was tyrant. Timoleon, however, coming up against 
them, and besieging the city both by sea and land, Hippo, fearful of tie 
event, endeavoured to slip away in a vessel; which the people of Messena 
surprised as it was putting off, and seizing on his person, and bringing all 
their children from school into the theatre, to witness the glorious spectacle 
of a tyrant punished, they first publicly scourged and then put him to 
death. Mamercus made surrender of himself to Timoleon, with the 
proviso that he should be tried at Syracuse and Timoleon should take no 
part in his accusation. Thither he was brought accordingly, and presenting 
himself to plead before the people, he essayed to pronounce an oration he 
had long before composed in his own defence; but finding himself inter
rupted by noise and clamours, and observing from their aspect and de
meanour that the assembly was inexorable, he threw off his upper gar
ment, and running across the theatre as hard as he could, dashed his head 
against one of the stones under the seats with intention to have ki led 
himself; but he had not the fortune to perish as he designed, but was taken 
up alive, and suffered the death of a robber. . , ,

Thus did Timoleon cut the nerves of tyranny and put a. period to the 
wars; and, whereas, at his first entering upon Sicily, the island was as it 
were become wild again, and was hateful to the very natives on account 
of the evils and miseries they suffered there, he so civilised and restored it, 
and rendered it so desirable to all men, that even strangers now cameby 
sea to inhabit those towns and places which their own citizens had 
formerly forsaken and left desolate. Agrigentum and Gek, two famous 
cities that had been ruined and laid waste by the Carthaginians after the 
Attic war, were then peopled again, the one by Megellus and I heristus 
from Elea, the other by Gorgus, from the island of Ceos, partly with new 
settlers partly with the old inhabitants whom they collected again from 
various parts; to all of whom Timoleon not only afforded a secure and 
peaceful abode after so obstinate a war, but was further so zealous in 
assisting and providing for them that he was honoured among them as 
their founder. Similar feelings also possessed to such a degree all the rest 
of the Sicilians that there was no pioposal for peace, nor reformation of 
laws, nor assignation of land, nor reconstruction of government which 
they could think well of, unless he lent his aid as a chief_architect, to finish 
and adorn the work, and superadd some touches from his own hand, which 
mio-ht render it pleasing both to God and man.

Although Greece had in his time produced several persons of extra
ordinary worth, and much renowned for their achievements, such as 
Timotheus and Agesilaus and Pelopidas and (Timoleon s chief mode ) 
Epaminondas, yet the lustre of their best actions was obscured by a 
degree of violence and labour, insomuch that some of them were matter 
of blame and of repentance; whereas there is not any one act of Timoleon s, 
setting aside the necessity he was placed under m reference to his brother 
to which, as Timseus observes, we may not fitly apply that exclamation of
Sophocles—
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“O gods! what Venus, or what grace divine,
Did here with human workmanship combine?”

For as the poetry of Antimachus, and the painting of Dionysius, the 
artists of Colophon, though full of force and vigour, yet appeared to be 
strained and elaborate in comparison with the pictures of Nicomachus 
and the verses of Homer, which, besides their general strength and beauty, 
have the peculiar charm of seeming to have been executed with perfect 
ease and readiness; so the expeditions and acts of Epaminondas or 
Agesilaus, that were full of toil and effort, when compared with the easy 
and natural as well as noble and glorious achievements of Timoleon, 
compel our fair and unbiased judgment to pronounce the latter not 
indeed the effect of fortune, but the success of fortunate merit. Though 
he himself indeed ascribed that success to the sole favour of fortune; 
and both in the letters which he wrote to his friends at Corinth, and in the 
speeches he made to the people of Syracuse, he would say, that he was 
thankful unto God, who, designing to save Sicily, was pleased to honour 
him. with the name and title of the deliverance he vouchsafed it. And 
haying built a chapel in his house, he there sacrificed to Good Hap, as a 
deity that had favoured him, and devoted the house itself to the Sacred 
Genius; it being a house which the Syracusans had selected for him, as a 
special reward and monument of his brave exploits, granting him together 
with it the most agreeable and beautiful piece of land in the whole country,

; where he kept his residence for the most part, and enjoyed a private life 
with his wife and children, who came to him from Corinth. For he returned 
thither no more, unwilling to be concerned in the broils and tumults of 
Greece, or to expose himself to public envy (the fatal mischief which 
great commanders continually run into, from the insatiable appetite for 
honours and authority); but wisely chose to spend the remainder of his 
days in Sicily, and there partake of the blessings he himself had procured, 
the greatest of which was to behold so many cities flourish, and so many 
thousands of people live happy through his means.

As, however, not only, as Simonides says, “on every lark must grow 
a crest,” but also in every democracy there must spring up a false accuser, 
so was it at Syracuse: two of their popular spokesmen, Laphystius and 
Demaenetus by name, fell to slander Timoleon. The former of whom re
quiring him to put in sureties that he would answer to an indictment that 

I wouId be brought against him, Timoleon would not suffer the citizens, 
who were incensed at this demand, to oppose it or hinder the proceeding, 
since he of his own accord had been, he said, at all that trouble, and run 
so many dangerous risks for this very end and purpose, that every one 
who wished to try matters by law should freely have recourse to it. And 
when Demaenetus, in a full audience of the people, laid several things 
to his charge which had been done while he was general, he made no reply 
to him, but only said he was much indebted to the gods for granting the 
request he had so often made them, namely, that he might live to see

the Syracusans enjoy that liberty of speech which they now seemed to be |
masters of. 1

Timoleon, therefore, having by confession of all done the greatest and 
the noblest things of any Greek of his age, and alone distinguished himself 
in those actions to which their orators and philosophers, in their harangues 
and panegyrics at their solemn national assemblies, used to exhort and 
incite the Greeks, and being withdrawn beforehand by happy fortune, un
spotted and without blood, from the calamities of civil war, in which 
ancient Greece was soon after involved; having also given full proof, as 
of his sage conduct and manly courage to the barbarians and tyrants, so 
of his justice and gentleness to the Greeks, and his friends in general, 
having raised, too, the greater part of those trophies he won in battle 
without any tears shed or any mourning worn by the citizens either of . 
Syracuse or Corinth, and within less than eight years’ space delivered 
Sicily from its inveterate grievances and intestine distempers, and given 
it up free to the native inhabitants, began, as he was now growing old, to 
find his eyes fail, and awhile after became perfectly blind. Not that he had 
done anything himself which might occasion this defect, or was deprived 
of his sight by any outrage of fortune; it seems rather to have been some 
inbred and hereditary weakness that was founded in natural causes, 
which by length of time came to discover itself. For it is said, that several 
of his kindred and family were subject to the like gradual decay, and lost 
all use of their eyes, as he did, in their declining years. Athanis the his- 
torian tells us that even during the war against Hippo and Mamercus, 
while he was in his camp at Mylae, there appeared a white speck within 
his eye, from whence all could foresee the. deprivation that was coming 
on him- this, however, did not hinder him then from continuing the 
siege, and prosecuting the war, till he got both the tyrants into his power, 
but upon his coming back to Syracuse, he presently resigned the authority 
of sole commander, and besought the citizens to excuse him from any 
further service, since things were already brought to so fair an issue. 
Nor is it so much to be wondered that he himself should bear the mis
fortune without any marks of trouble; but the respect and gratitude which 
the Syracusans, showed him when he was entirely blind may justly deserve 
our admiration. They used to go themselves to visit him in troops and 
brought all the strangers that travelled through their country to his house 
and manor, that they also might have the pleasure to. see their noble 
benefactor; making it the great matter of their joy and exultation, that 
when, after so many brave and happy exploits, he might have returned 
with triumph into Greece, he should disregard all the glorious preparations 
that were there made to receive him, and choose rather to stay here and 
end his days among them. Of the various things decreed and done m 
honour of Timoleon, I consider one most signal testimony to have been 
the vote which they passed, that, whenever they should be at war with any 
foreign nation, they should make use of none but a Corinthian general. 
The method also, of their proceeding in council was a noble demonstration 
of the same deference for his person. For, determining matters of less
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I consequence themselves, they always called him to advise in the more 
difficult caseSj and such as were of greater moment. He was, on these 
occasions, carried through the market-place in a litter, and brought in, 
sitting, into the theatre, where the people with one voice saluted him 
by his name; and then, after returning the courtesy, and pausing for a 
time, till the noise of their gratulations and blessings began to cease, he 
heard the business in debate, and delivered his opinion. This being con
firmed by a general suffrage, his servants went back with the litter through 
the midst of the assembly, the people waiting on him out with acclamations 
and applauses, and then returning to consider other public matters, which 
they could despatch in his absence. Being thus cherished in his old age, 
with all the respect and tenderness due to a common father, he was seized 
with a very slight indisposition, which, however, was sufficient, with the 
aid of time, to put a period to his life. There was an allotment then of 
certain days given, within the space of which the Syracusans were to 
provide whatever should be necessary for his burial, and all the neigh
bouring country people and strangers were to make their appearance in a 
body; so that the funeral pomp was set out with great splendour and 
magnificence in all other respects, and the bier, decked with ornaments 
and tropnies, was borne by a select body of young men over that ground 
where the palace and castle of Dionysius stood before they were demolished 
by Timoleon. There attended on the solemnity several thousands of men 
and women, all crowned with flowers, and arrayed in fresh and clean 
attire, which made it look like the procession of a public festival; while 
the language of all, and their tears mingling with their praise and benedic
tion of the dead Timoleon, manifestly showed that it was not any super
ficial honour, or commanded homage, which they paid him, but the testi
mony of a just sorrow for his death, and the expression of true affection. 
The bier at length being placed upon the pile of wood that was kindled to 
consume his corpse, Demetrius, one of their loudest criers, proceeded to 
read a proclamation to the following purpose: “The people of Syracuse 
have made a special decree to inter Timoleon, the son of Timodemus, the 
Corinthian, at the common expense of two hundred minas, and to honour 
his memory for ever, by the establishment of annual prizes to be com
peted for in music, and horse-races, and all sorts of bodily exercise; and 
this, 'because he suppressed the tyrants, overthrew the barbarians, re
plenished the principal cities, that were desolate, with new inhabitants, 
and then restored the Sicilian Greeks to the privilege of living by their 
own laws.” Besides this, they made a tomb for him in the market-place, 
which they afterwards built round with colonnades, and attached to it 
places of exercise for the young men, and gave it the name of the Timoleon- 
teum. And keeping to that form and order of civil policy and observing 
those laws and constitutions which he left them, they lived themselves a 
long time in great prosperity.
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2EMILIUS PAULUS

Almost all historians agree that the iEmilii were one of the ancient and 
patrician houses in Rome; and those authors who affirm that King Numa 
was pupil to Pythagoras tell us that the first who gave name to his posterity 
was Mamercus, the son of Pythagoras, who, for his grace and address in 
speaking, was called Hmiilius. Most of this race that have risen through 
their merit to reputation also enjoyed good fortune: and even the mis
fortune to Lucius Paulus at the battle of Cannae gave testimony to his 
wisdom and valour. For not being able to persuade his colleague not to 
hazard the battle, he, though against his judgment, joined with him in 
the contest, but was no companion in his flight: on the contrary, when he 
that was so resolute to engage deserted him in the midst of danger he kept 
the field and died fighting. This Aamilius had a daughter named iEmilia. 
who was married to Scipio the Great, and a son Paulus, who is the subject 
of my present history.

In his early manhood, which fell at a time when Rome was flourishing 
with illustrious characters, he was distinguished for not attaching himself 
to the studies usual with the young men of mark of that age, nor tread
ing the same paths to fame. For he did not practise oratory with a view 
to pleading causes, nor would he stoop to salute, embrace, and enteitain 
the vulgar, which were the usual insinuating arts by which many grew 
popular. Not that he was incapable of either, but he chose to purchase a 
much more lasting glory by his valour, justice, and integrity, and in these 
virtues he soon oustripped all his equals.

The first honourable office he aspired to was that of sedile, which he 
carried against twelve competitors of such merit that all of them in process 
of time were consuls. Being afterwards chosen into the number of priests 
called augurs, appointed amongst the Romans to observe and register 
divinations made by the flight of birds or prodigies in the air, he so care
fully studied the ancient customs of his country, and so thoroughly 
understood the religion of his ancestors, that this office, which was before 
only esteemed a title of honour and merely upon that account sought after, 
by this means rose to the rank of one of the highest arts, and gave a con
firmation to the correctness of the definition, which .some pTffiosbphers 
have gimT'^f-religion, that it .is the science oLworshipping the ,gods. 
When he performed any part of his duty, he did it with great skill and 
utmost care, making it, when he was engaged in it, his only business, not 
omitting any one ceremony, or adding the least circumstance, but always 
insisting, with his companions of the same order, even on points that might 
seem inconsiderable, and urging upon them, that though they might think 
the Deity was easily pacified, and ready to forgive faults of inadvertency, 
yet any such laxity was a very dangerous thing for a commonwealth to
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allow; because no man ever began the disturbance of his country’s peace 
by a notorious breach of its laws; and those who are careless in trifles give 
a precedent for remissness in important duties. Nor was he less severe in 
requiring and observing the ancient Roman discipline in military affairs; 
not endeavouring, when he had the command, to ingratiate himself with his 
soldiers by popular flattery, though this custom prevailed at that time 
amongst many, who, by favour and gentleness to those that were under 
them in their first employment, sought to be promoted to a second; but, 
by instructing them in the laws of military discipline with the same care 
and exactness a priest would use in teaching ceremonies and dreadful 
mysteries, and by severity to such as transgressed and contemned those 
laws, he maintained his country in its former greatness, esteeming victory 
over enemies itself but as an accessory to the proper training and dis
ciplining of the citizens.

Whilst the Romans were engaged in war with Antiochus the Great, 
against whom their most experienced commanders were employed, there 
arose another war in the west, and they were all up in arms in Spain. 
Thither they sent 2Emilius, in the quality of praetor, not with six axes, 
which number other praetors were accustomed to have carried before them, 
but with twelve; so that in his praetorship he was honoured with the 
dignity of a consul. He twice overcame the barbarians in battle, thirty 
thousand of whom were slain: successes chiefly to be ascribed to the wis-

Idom and conduct of the commander, who by his great skill in choosing 
the advantage of the ground, and making the onset at the passage of a 
river, gave his soldiers an easy victory. Having made himself master of 
two hundred and fifty cities, whose inhabitants voluntarily yielded, and 
bound themselves by oath to fidelity, he left the province in peace, and 

I returned to Rome, not enriching himself a drachma by the war. And, 
indeed, in general, he was but remiss in making money; though he always 
lived freely and generously on what he had, which was so far from being 
excessive, that after his death there was barely enough left to answer his 

; wife’s dowry.
His first wife was Papiria, the daughter of Maso, who had formerly 

been consul. With her he lived a considerable time in wedlock, and then 
divorced her, though she had made him the father of noble children; 
being mother of the renowned Scipio and Fabius Maximus. The reason 
of this separation has not come to our knowledge; but there seems to be 
a truth conveyed in the account of another Roman’s being divorced from 
his wife, which may be applicable here. This person being highly blamed 
by his friends, who demanded, Was she not chaste? was she not fair? was 
she not fruitful? holding out his shoe, asked them, Whether it was not new? 
and well made? Yet, added he, none of you can tell where it pinches me. 
Certain it is, that great and open faults have often led to no separation; 
while mere petty repeated annoyances, arising from unpleasantness or 
incongruity of character, have been the occasion of such estrangement as 
to make it impossible for man and wife to live together with any content. 

/Emilius, having thus put away Papiria, married a second wife, by
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about daybreak. So, there being no hopes left of escaping, he fled back again 
to the wall, which he and his wife recovered, though they were seen by the 
Romans, before they could reach them. His children he himself had deliv
ered into the hands of Ion, one that had been his favourite, but now proved 
his betrayer, and was the chief cause that forced him (beasts themselves 
will do so when their young ones are taken) to come and yield himself up tc 
those that had them in their power. His greatest confidence was in Nasica, 
and it was for him he called, but he not being there, he bewailed his mis
fortune, and, seeing there was no possible remedy, surrendered himself 
to Octavius. And here, in particular, he made it manifest that he was 
possessed with a vice more sordid than covetousness itself, namely, the 
fondness of life; by which he deprived himself even of pity, the only 
thing that fortune never takes away from the most wretched. He desired 
to be brought to iEmilius, who arose from his seat, and, accompanied with 
his friends, went to receive him, with tears in his eyes, as a great man 
fallen by the anger of the gods and his own ill-fortune; when Perseus—the 
most shameful of sights—threw himself at his feet, embraced his knees, 
and uttered unmanly cries and petitions, such as TEmilius was not able 
to bear, nor would vouchsafe to hear: but looking on him with a sad and 
angry countenance he said, “Why, unhappy man, do you thus take 
pains to exonerate fortune of your heaviest charge against her, by conduct 
that will make it seem that you are not unjustly in calamity, and that it 
is not your present condition, but your former happiness, that was more 
than your deserts? And why depreciate also my victory, and.make my con
quests insignificant, by proving yourself a coward, and a foe beneath a 
Roman? Distressed valour challenges great respect, even from enemies; 
but cowardice, though never so successful, from the Romans has always 
met with scorn.” Yet for all this he took him up, gave him his hand, and 
delivered him into the custody of Tubero. Meantime, he himself carried 
his sons, his sons-in-law, and others of chief rank, especially of the 
younger sort, back with him into his tent, where for a long time he sat 
down without speaking one word, insomuch that they all wondered at him. 
At last, he began to discourse of fortune and human affairs. “Is it meet,” 
said he, “for him that knows he is but man, in his greatest prosperity to 
pride himself, and be exalted at the conquest of a city, nation, or 
kingdom, and not rather well to weigh this change of fortune, in which 
all warriors may see an example of their common frailty, and learn a 
lesson that there is nothing durable or constant? For what time can men 
select to think themselves secure, when that of victory itself forces us 
more than any to dread our own fortune? and a very little consideration 
on the law of things, and how all are hurried round, and each man’s 
station changed, will introduce sadness in the midst of the greatest joy. 
Or can you, when you see before your eyes the succession of Alexander 
himself, who arrived at the height of power and ruled the greatest empire, 
in the short space of an hour trodden underfoot—when you behold a 
king, that was but even now surrounded with so numerous an army, re
ceiving nourishment to support his life from the hands of his conquerors



—can you, I say, believe there is any certainty in what we now possess, 
whilst there is such a thing as chance? No, young men, cast off that vain 
pride and empty boast of victory; sit down with humility, looking always 
for what is yet to come, and the possible future reverses which the divine 
displeasure may eventually make the end of our present happiness.” It is 
said that JSmilius, having spoken much more to the same purpose, dis
missed the young men properly humbled, and with their vainglory and 
insolence thoroughly chastened and curbed by his address.

When this was done, he put his army into garrisons, to refresh themselves, 
and went himself to visit Greece, and to spend a short time in relaxations 
equally honourable and humane. For as he passed, he eased the people’s 
grievances, reformed their governments, and bestowed gifts upon them; 
to some corn, to others oil out of the king’s storehouses, in which, they 
report, there were such vast quantities laid up, that receivers and peti
tioners were lacking before they could be exhausted. In Delphi he found 
a great square pillar of white marble, designed for the pedestal of King 
Perseus’s golden statue, on which he commanded his own to be placed, 
alleging that it was but just that the conquered should give place to the 
conquerors. In Olympia he is said to have uttered the saying everybody ■ 
has heard, that Phidias.had carved Homer’s Jupiter. When the ten com
missioners Smvecffrom Rome, he delivered up again to the Macedonians 
their cities and country, granting them to live at liberty, and according 
to their own laws, only paying the Romans the tribute of a hundred talents, 
double which sum they had been wont to pay to their kings. Then he 
celebrated all manner of shows and games, and sacrifices to the gods, 
and made great entertainments and feasts; the charge of all which he 
liberally defrayed out of the king’s treasury; and showed that he under
stood the ordering and placing of his guests, and how every man should be 
received, answerably to their rank and quality, with such nice exactness, 
that the Greeks were full of wonder, finding the care of these matters 
of pleasure did not escape him, and that though involved in such important 
business, he could observe correctness in these trifles. Nor was it least 
gratifying to him, that, amidst all the magnificent and splendid prepara
tions, he himself was always the most grateful sight, and greatest pleas
ure to those he entertained. And he told those that seemed to wonder 
'at his diligence, that Jhere was the same spirit shown in marshalling a 
banquet as an army; in rendering the one formidable to the enemy, the 
other acceptable to the guests. Nor did men less praise his liberality, 
and the greatness of his soul, than his other virtues; for he would not so 
much as see those great quantities of silver and gold, which were heaped 
together out of the king’s palaces, but delivered them to the quaestors, to 
be put into the public treasury. He only permitted his ov/n sons, who were 
gieat lovers of learning, to take the king’s books; and when he dis
tributed rewards due to extraordinary valour, he gave his son-in-law, 
.Elius Tubero, a bowl that weighed five pounds. This is that Tubero we 
have already mentioned, who was one of sixteen relations that lived to
gether, and were all maintained out of one little farm; and it is said that
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this was the first plate that ever entered the house of the 3Elii, brought 
thither as an honour and reward of virtue; before this time, neither they 
nor their wives ever made use either of silver or gold.

Having thus settled everything well, taking his leave of the Greeks, 
and exhorting the Macedonians, that, mindful of the liberty they had 
received from the Romans, they should endeavour to maintain it by their 
obedience to the laws, and concord amongst themselves, he departed for 
Epirus, having orders from the senate to give the soldiers that followed him 
in the war against Perseus the pillage of the cities of that country. That 
he might set upon them all at once by surprise and unawares, he sum
moned ten of the principal men out of each, whom he commanded, on such 
an appointed day, to bring all the gold and silver they had either in their 
private houses or temples; and, with every one of these, as if it were 
for this very purpose, and under a pretence of searching for and receiving 
the gold, he sent a centurion and a guard of soldiers; who, the set day 
being come, rose all at once, and at the very self-same time fell upon them, 
and proceeded to ransack the cities; so that in one hour a hundred and 
fifty thousand persons were made slaves, and threescore and ten cities 
sacked. Yet what was given to each soldier, out of so vast a destruction 
and utter ruin, amounted to no more than eleven drachmas; so that men 
could only shudder at the issue of a war, where the wealth of a whole 
nation thus divided turned to so little advantage and profit to each par
ticular man.

When iEmilius had done this—an action perfectly contrary to hi? 
gentle and mild nature—he went down to Oricus, where he embarked his 
army for Italy, He sailed up the river Tiber in the king’s galley, that had 
sixteen banks of oars, and was richly adorned with captured arms and 
with cloths of purple and scarlet; so that, the vessel rowing slowly against 
the stream, the Romans that crowded on the shore to meet him had a fore
taste of his following triumph. But the soldiers, who had cast a covetous 
eye on the treasures of Perseus, when they did not obtain as much as they 
thought they deserved, were secretly enraged and angry with iEmilius for 
this, but openly complained that he had been a severe and tyrannical com
mander over them; nor were they ready to show their desire of his 
triumph. When Servius Galba, who was iEmilius’s enemy, though he com
manded as tribune under him, understood this, he had the boldness plainly 
to affirm that a triumph was not to be allowed him; and sowed various 
calumnies amongst the soldiers, which yet further increased their ill-will. 
Nay more, he desired the tribunes of the people, because the four hours 
that were remaining of the day could not suffice for the accusation, to let 
him put it off till another. But when the tribunes commanded him to speak 
then, if he had anything to say, he began a long oration, filled with all 
manner of reproaches, in which he spent the remaining part of the time, 
and the tribunes, when it was dark, dismissed the assembly. The soldiers 
growing more vehement on this, thronged all to Galba, and entering into 
a conspiracy, early in the morning beset the capitol, where the tribunes 
had appointed the following assembly to be held.
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in black, and wearing the boots of his country, and looking like one alto
gether stunned and deprived of reason, through the greatness of his mis
fortunes. Next followed a great company of his friends and familiars 
whose countenances were disfigured with grief, and who let the spectators 
see, by their tears and their continual looking upon Perseus, that it was 
his fortune they so. much lamented, and that they were regardless of their 
own. Perseus sent to yEmilius to entreat that he might not be led in pomp 
but be left out of the triumph; who, deriding, as was but just, his cowardice 
and fondness of life, sent him this answer, that as for that, it had been 
before, and was now, in his own power; giving him to understand that the 
cusgrace could be avoided by death; which the faint-hearted man not 
having the spirit for, and made effeminate by I know not what hopes 
allowed himself to appear as a part of his own spoils. After these were 
carried four hundred crowns, all made of gold, sent from the cities by their 
respective deputations to IEmilius, in honour of his victory. Then he him
self came, seated on a chariot magnificently adorned (a man well worthy 
to be looked at, even without these ensigns of power), dressed in a robe 
of purple, interwoven with gold, and holding a laurel branch in his rNht 
hand. All the army, in like manner, with boughs of laurel in their hands 
divided into their bands and companies, followed the chariot of their com
mander; some singing verses, according to the usual custom, mingled with 
raillery; others, songs of triumph and the praise of ^Imilius’s deeds; who 
indeed, was admired and accounted happy by all men, and unenvied by 
every one that was good; except so far as it seems the province of some 
god to lessen that happiness which is too great and inordinate, and so to 
-mingle the affairs of human life that no one should be entirely free and 
exempt from calamities; but, as we read in Homer, that those should 
think themselves truly blessed whom fortune has given an equal share 
of good and evil.

iEmilius had four sons, of whom Scipio and Fabius, as is already re
lated, were adopted into other families; the other two, whom he had by 
a second wife and who were yet but young, he brought up in his own 
house. One of these died at fourteen years of age, five days before his 
father s triumph, the other at twelve, three days after; so that there was 
no Roman without a deep sense of his suffering, and who did not shudder 
? Aie crucify of fortune, that had not scrupled to bring so much sorrow 
into a house replenished with happiness, rejoicing, and sacrifices, and to 
intermingle tears and laments with songs of victory and triumph.

fEmilius, however, reasoning justly that courage and resolution was not 
merely to resist armour and spears, but all the shocks of ill-fortune, so met 
and so adapted himself to these mingled and contrasting circumstances as 
to outbalance the evil with the good, and his private concerns with those 
ol the public; and thus did not allow anything either to take away from 
the giandeur, or sully the dignity of his victory. For as soon as he had 

! buned ti'ie drsb °f his s°ns (as we have already said), he triumphed- and 
tne second dying almost as soon as his triumph was over, he gathered 
together an assembly of the people, and made an oration to them, not like

■>42 plutarch's lives

a man that stood in need of comfort from others, but one that undertook j 
to support his fellow-citizens in their grief for the sufferings he himself |
underwent. . , .

“I ” he said “who never yet feared anything that was human, have, \ 
amongst such as were divine, always had a dread of Fortune as faithless 
and inconstant; and, for the very reason that in this war she had been 
as a favourable gale in all my affairs, I still expected some change and 
reflux of things. In one day I passed the Ionian sea, and reached Corcyia 
from Brundisium; thence in five more I sacrificed at Delphi, and m other 
five days came to my forces in Macedonia, where, after I had finished the 
usual sacrifices for the purifying of the army, I entered on my duties, and, 
in space of fifteen days, put an honourable period to the war Still retain
ing a jealousy of Fortune, even from the smooth current of my affairs, 
and seeing myself secure and free from the danger of any enemy, I chiefly 
dreaded the change of the goddess at sea, whilst conveying home my vic
torious army, vast spoils, and a captive king. Nay, indeed after I was 
returned to you safe, and saw the city full of joy, congratulating, an 
sacrifices, yet still I distrusted, well knowing that Fortune never con
ferred any great benefits that were unmixed and unattended with piob- 
abilities of reverse. Nor could my mind, that was still as it were in labour, 
and always foreseeing something to befall this city, free itself from this 
fear until this great misfortune befell me m my own family, and till, 
in the midst of those days set apart for triumph, I carried two of the 
best sons my only destined successors, one after another to their funerals. 
Now therefore, I am myself safe from danger, at least as to what was my 
greatest care; and I trust and am verily persuaded that for the time to . 
come Fortune will prove constant and harmless unto you; since she ha., 
sufficiently wreaked her jealousy at our great success on me and mme and 
has made the conqueror as marked an example of human instability a^ 
the captive whom he led in triumph, with this only difference, that Ferseus. 
though conquered, does yet enjoy his children, while the conqueior, 
iEmilius, is deprived of his.” This was the generous and magnanimous 
oration zEmilius is said to have spoken to the people, fiom a heait tiuly 
sincere cind. free from 3,11 3rtifice.

Although he very much pitied the condition of Perseus, and studied o 
befriend him in what he was able, yet he could procure no other favour 
than his removal from the common prison, the Career, into a more cleanly 
and humane place of security, where, whilst he was guarded, it is said he 
starved himself to death. Others state his death to be of the strangest and 
most unusual character: that the soldiers who were his guard having con
ceived a spite and hatred against him for some reason and finding nc 
other way to grieve and afflict him, kept him from sleep, took pains to dis- 
tob Mm whL he was disposed to rest, and found out contrivances o 
keep him continually awake, by which means at length he was utterlj 
worn out and expired. Two of his children, also, died soon after him , the 
third, who was named Alexander, they say proved an exquisite artist in 
turning and graving small figures, and learned so perfectly to speak and
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Cato Major, hearing some commend one that was rash, and inconsider
ately daring in a battle, said, “There is a difference between a man’s priz
ing valour at a great rate, and valuing life at little;” a very just remark. 
Antigonus, we know, at least, had a soldier, a venturous fellow, but of 
wretched health and constitution; the reason of whose ill-look he took the 
trouble to inquire into; and, on understanding from him that it was a 
disease, commanded his physicians to employ their utmost skill, and if 
possible recover him; which brave hero, when once cured, never afterwards 
sought danger or showed himself venturous in battle; and, when Antigonus 
wondered and upbraided him with his change, made no secret of the reason, 
and said, “Sir, you are the cause of my cowardice, by freeing me from those 
miseries which made me care little for life.” With the same feeling, the 
Sybarite seems to have said of the Spartans, that it was no commendable 
thing in them to be so ready to die in the wars, since by that they were 
freed from such hard labour and miserable living. In truth, the Sybarites, 
a soft and dissolute people, might well imagine they hated life, because 
in their eager pursuit of virtue and glory they were not afraid to die; 
but, in fact, the Lacedaemonians found their virtue secured them happi
ness alike in living or in dying; as we see in the epitaph that says—

“They died, but not as lavish of their blood,
Or thinking death itself was simply good;
Their wishes neither were to live nor die,
But to do both alike commendably.”

An endeavour to avoid death is not blamable, if we do not basely desire 
to live; nor a willingness to die good and virtuous, if it proceeds from 
a contempt of life. And therefore Homer always takes care to bring his 
bravest and most daring heroes well armed into battle; and the Greek 
law-givers punished those that threw away their shields, but not him that 
lost his sword or spear; intimating that self-defence is more a man’s 
business than offence. This is especially true of a governor of a city, or 
a general; for it, as Iphicrates divides it out, the light-armed are the 
hands; the horse the feet; the infantry the breast; and the general the 
head; and, when he puts himself upon danger, not only ventures his own 
person, but all those whose safety depends on his; and so on the contrary. 
Callicratidas, therefore, though otherwise a great man, was wrong in his 
answer to the augur who advised him, the sacrifice being unlucky, to be 
careful of his life; “Sparta,” said he, “will not miss one man.” It is true, 
Callicratidas, when simply serving in any engagement either at sea or land, 
was but a single person, but as a general, he united in his life the lives of
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ceiving presents from their friends, but while looking upon those that are 
accepted to be hoarded up and with avaricious intentions as sordid and 
mean, they do not refuse such as, apart from all profit, gratify the pure 
love of honour and magnificence. Panaetius, again, shows that Demetrius 
was deceived concerning the tripod by an identity of name. For, from the 
Persian war to the end of the Peloponnesian, there are upon record only 
two of the name of Aristides who defrayed the expense of representing 
plays and gained the prize, neither of which was the same with the son 
of Lysimachus; but the father of the one was Xenophilus, and the other 
lived at a much later time, as the way of writing, which is that in use since 
the time of Euclides, and the addition of the name of Archestratus prove, 
a name which, in the time of the Persian war, no writer mentions, but 
which several, during the Peloponnesian war, record as that of a dramatic 
poet. The argument of Panaetius requires to be more closely considered. 
But as for the ostracism, every one was liable to it, whom his reputation, 
birth, or eloquence raised above the common level; insomuch that even 
Damon, preceptor to Pericles, was thus banished, because he seemed a 
man of more than ordinary sense. And, moreover, Idomeneus says that 
Aristides was not made archon by the lot of the bean, but the free election 
of the people. And if he held the office after the battle of Platnea, as 
Demetrius himself has written, it is very probable that his great reputation 
and success in the war made him be preferred for his virtue to an office 
which others received in consideration of their wealth. But Demetrius 

. manifestly is eager not only to exempt Aristides, but Socrates likewise, 
from poverty, as from a great evil; telling us that the latter had not only 
a house of his own, but also seventy minse put out at interest with Crito.

Aristides being the friend and supporter of that Clisthenes, who settled 
the government after the expulsion of the tyrants, and emulating and 
admiring Lycurgus, the Lacedaemonian, above all politicians, adhered to 
the aristocratical principles of government; and had Themistocles, son to 
Neodes, his adversary on the side of the populace. Some say that, being 
boys and bred up together from their infancy, they were always at variance 
with each other in all their words and actions, as well serious as playful, 
and that in this their early contention they soon made proof of their 
natural inclinations; the one being ready, adventurous, and subtle, engag
ing readily and eagerly in everything; the other of a staid and settled 
temper, intent on the exercise of justice, not admitting any degree of falsity, 
indecorum, or trickery, no, not so much as at his play. Ariston of Chios says 
the first origin of the enmity which rose to so great a height was a love 
affair; they were rivals for the affection of the beautiful Stesilaus of Ceos, 
and were passionate beyond all moderation, and did not lay aside their 
animosity when the beauty that had excited it passed away; but, as if it 
had only exercised them in it, immediately carried their heats and dif
ferences into public business.

Themistocles, therefore, joining an association of partisans, fortified 
himself with considerable strength; insomuch that when some one told 

. him that were he impartial he would make a good magistrate; “I wish,”
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of the Antiochis. But after they had beaten the barbarians back to their 
ships, and perceived that they sailed not for the isles, but were driven 
in by the force of sea and wind towards the country of Attica, fearing 
lest they should take the city, unprovided of defence, they hurried away 
thither with nine tribes, and reached it the same day. Aristides, being left 
with his tribe at Marathon to guard the plunder and prisoners, did not 
disappoint the opinion they had of him. Amidst the profusion of gold and 
silver, all sorts of apparel, and other property, more than can be men
tioned, that were in the tents and the vessels which they had taken, he 
neither felt the desire to meddle with anything himself, nor suffered 
others to do it; unless it might be some who took away anything unknown 
to him; as Callias, the torch-bearer, did. One of the barbarians, it seems, 
prostrated himself before this man, supposing him to be a king by his 
hair and fillet; and, when he had so done, taking him by the hand, showed 
him a great quantity of gold hid in a ditch. But Callias, most cruel and 
impious of men, took away the treasure, but slew the man, lest he should 
tell of him. Hence, they say, the comic poets gave his family the name of 
Laccopluti, or enriched by the ditch, alluding to the place where Callias 
found the gold. Aristides, immediately after this, was archon; although 
Demetrius, the Phalerian, says he held the office a little before he died 
after the battle of Platsea. But in the records of the successors of Xanthip- 
pides, in whose year Mardonius was overthrown at Platea, amongst very 
many there mentioned, there is not so much as one of the same name as 
Aristides; while immediately after Phsenippus, during whose term of office 
they obtained the victory of Marathon, Aristides is registered.

Of all his virtues, the common people were most affected with his 
justice, because of its continual and common use; and thus, although of 
mean fortune and ordinary birth, he possessed himself of the most kingly 
and divine appellation of Just: which kings, however, and tyrants have 
never sought after; but have taken delight to be surnamed besiegers of 
cities, thunderers, conquerors, or eagles again, and hawks; affecting, it 
seems, the reputation which proceeds from power and violence, rather than 
that of virtue. Although the divinity, to whom they desire to compare and 
assimilate themselves, excels, it is supposed, in three things, immortality, 
power, and virtue; of which three the noblest and divinest is virtue. For 
the elements and vacuum have an everlasting existence; earthquakes, 
thunders, storms, and torrents have great power; but in justice and equity 
nothing participates except by means of reason and the knowledge of 
that which is divine. And thus, taking the three varieties of feeling com
monly entertained towards the deity, the sense of his happiness, fear, and 
honour of him, people would seem to think him blest and happy for his 
exemption from death and corruption, to fear and dread him for his power 
and dominion, but to love, honour, and adore him for his justice. Yet 
though thus disposed, they covet that immortality which our nature is not 
capable of, and that power the greatest part of which is at the disposal of 
fortune; but give virtue, the only divine good really in our reach, the last 
place, most unwisely; since justice makes the life of such as are in pros-



perity, power, and authority the life of a god, and injustice turns it to 
that of a beast.

Aristides, therefore, had at first the fortune to be beloved for this sur
name, but at length envied. Especially when Themistocles spread a rumour

(amongst the people that, by determining and judging all matters privately, 
he had destroyed the courts of judicature, and was secretly making way 
for a monarchy in his own person, without the assistance of guards. More
over the spirit of the people, now grown high, and confident with their late 
victory, naturally entertained feelings of dislike to all of more than com
mon fame and reputation. Coming together, therefore, from all parts into 
the city, they banished Aristides by the ostracism, giving their jealousy 
of his reputation the name of fear of tyranny. For ostracism was not the 
punishment of any criminal act, but was speciously said to be the mere 
depression and humiliation of excessive greatness and power; and was in 
fact a gentle relief and mitigation of envious feeling, which was thus al
lowed to vent itself in inflicting no intolerable injury, only a ten years’ 
banishment. But after it came to be exercised upon base and villainous 
fellows, they desisted from it; Hyperbolus being the last whom they 
banished by the ostracism.

_ The cause of Hyperbolus’s banishment is said to have been this. Alci
biades and Nicias, men that bore the greatest sway in the city, were 
of different factions. As the people, therefore, were about to vote the 
ostracism, and obviously to decree it against one of them, consulting to
gether and uniting their parties they contrived the banishment of Hyper
bolus. Upon which the people, being offended, as if some contempt or 
affront was put upon the thing, left off and quite abolished it. It was per
formed, to be short, in this manner. Every one taking an ostracon, a sherd, 
that is, or piece of earthenware, wrote upon it the citizen’s name he would 
have banished, and carried it to a certain part of the market-place sur
rounded with wooden rails. First, the magistrates numbered all the sherds 
in gross (for if there were less than six thousand, the ostracism was 
imperfect); then, laying every name by itself, they pronounced him whose 
name was written by the larger number banished for ten years, with the 
enjoyment of his estate. As therefore, they were writing the names on the 
sherds, it is reported that an illiterate clownish fellow, giving Aristides his 
sherd, supposing him a common citizen, begged him to write Aristides upon 
it; and he being surprised and asking if Aristides had ever done him any 
injury, “None at all,” said he, “neither know I the man; but I am tired 
of hearing him everywhere called the Just.” Aristides, hearing this, is 
said to have made no reply, but returned the sherd with his own name in
scribed. At his departure from the city, lifting up his hands to heaven, 
he made a prayer (the reverse, it would seem, of that of Achilles), that 
the Athenians might never have any occasion which should constrain them 
to remember Aristides.

Nevertheless, three years after, when Xerxes marched through Thessaly 
and Bffiotia into the country of Attica, repealing the law, they decreed the 
return of the banished: chiefly fearing Aristides, lest, joining himself to'
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seems to have been about this place; for which reason a trophy was erected 
in Psyttalea.

After the fight, Themistocles, to sound Aristides, told him they had 
performed a good piece of service, but there was a better yet to be done, 
the keeping Asia in Europe, by sailing forthwith to the Hellespont and 
cutting in sunder the bridge. But Aristides, with an exclamation, bid him 
think xio more of it, but deliberate and find out means for removing the 
Mede, as quickly as possible, out of Greece; lest being enclosed, through 
want of means to escape, necessity should compel him to force his way 
with so great an army. So Themistocles once more despatched Arnaces, the 
eunuch, his prisoner, giving him in command privately to advertise the 
king that he had diverted the Greeks from their intention of setting sail 
for the bridges, out of the desire he felt to preserve him.

Xerxes, being much terrified with this, immediately hasted to the 
Hellespont. But Mardonius was left with the most serviceable part of 
the army, about three hundred thousand men, and was a formidable 
enemy, confident in his infantry and writing messages of defiance to the 
Greeks: “You have overcome by sea men accustomed to fight on land, and 
unskilled at the oar; but there lies now the open country of Thessaly; and 
the plains of Boeotia offer a broad and worthy field for brave men, either 
horse or foot, to contend in.” But he sent privately to the Athenians, both 
by letter and word of mouth from the king, promising to rebuild their city, 
to give them a vast sum of money, and constitute them lords of all Greece, 
on condition they were not engaged in the war. The Lacedaemonians, re
ceiving news of this, and fearing, despatched an embassy to the Athenians, 
entreating that they would send their wives and children to Sparta, and 
receive support from them for their superannuated. For, being despoiled 
both of their city and country, the people were suffering extreme distress. 
Having given audience to the ambassadors, they returned an answer, upon 
the motion of Aristides, worthy of the highest admiration; declaring, that 
they forgave their enemies if they thought all things purchasable by 
wealth, than which they knew nothing of greater value; but that they felt 
offended at the Lacedaemonians for looking only to their present poverty 
and exigence, without any remembrance of their valour and magnanimity, 
offering them their victuals to fight in the cause of Greece. Aristides, making 
this proposal and bringing back the ambassadors into the assembly, charged 
them to tell the Lacedaemonians, that all the treasure on the earth or 
under it was of less value with the people of Athens than the liberty of 
Greece. And, showing the sun to those who came from Mardonius, “As 
long as that retains the same course, so long,” said he, “shall the citizens 
of Athens wage war with the Persians for the country which has been 
wasted, and the temples that have been profaned and burnt by them.” 
Moreover, he proposed a decree that the priests should anathematise him 
who sent any herald to the Medes, or deserted the alliance of Greece.

When Mardonius made a second incursion into the country of Attica, 
the people passed over again into the isle of Salamis. Aristides, being sent 
to Lacedaemon, reproved them for their delay and neglect in abandoning
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Proserpine. He therefore forthwith took Aristides to the place, which was 
very convenient for drawing up an army of foot, because the slopes at the 
bottom of the mountain Cithseron rendered the plain, where it comes up 
to the temple, unfit for the movements of cavalry. Also, in the same place, 
there was the fane of Androcrates, environed with a thick shady grove! 
And that the oracle might be accomplished in all particulars for the hope 
of victory, Arimnestus proposed, and the Platseans decreed, that the 
frontiers of their country towards Attica should be removed, and the land 
given to the Athenians, that they might fight in defence of Greece in their 
own proper territory. This zeal and liberality of the Platans became so 
famous that Alexander, many years after, when he had obtained the 
dominion of all Asia, upon erecting the walls of Plata, caused proclama
tion to be made, by the herald at the Olympic games, that the king did the 
Plataeans this favour in consideration of their nobleness and magnanimity, 
because, in the war with the Medes, they freely gave up their land and 
zealously fought with the Greeks.

The Tegeatans, contesting the post of honour with the Athenians, de
manded that, according to custom, the Lacedaemonians being ranged on the 
right wing of the battle, they might have the left, alleging several matters 
in commendation of their ancestors. The Athenians being indignant at the 
claim, Aristides came forward: “To contend with the Tegeatans,” said he, 
“for noble descent and valour, the present time permits not; but this we 
say to you, O you Spartans, and you the rest of the Greeks, that place 
neither takes away nor contributes courage; we shall endeavour by 
crediting and maintaining the post you assign us to reflect no dishonour 
on our former performances. For we are come, not to differ with our friends, 
but to fight our enemies; not to extol our ancestors, but ourselves to behave 
as valiant men. This battle will manifest how much each city, captain, 
and private soldier is worth to Greece.” The council of war, upon this 
address, decided for the Athenians, and gave them the other wing of the 
battle.

All Greece being in suspense, and especially the affairs of the Athenians 
unsettled, certain persons of great families and possessions having been 
impoverished by the war, and seeing all their authority and reputation 
-n the city vanished with their wealth, and others in possession of their 
honours and places, convened privately at a house in Platsea, and con
spired for the dissolution of the democratic government; and, if the plot 
should not succeed, to ruin the cause and betray all to the barbarians. 
These matters being in agitation in the camp, and many persons already 
corrupted, Aristides, perceiving the design, and dreading the present 
juncture of time, determined neither to let the business pass unanimad
verted upon, nor yet altogether to expose it; not knowing how many the 
accusation might reach, and willing to set bounds to his justice with a 
view to the public convenience. Therefore, of many that were concerned, 
he apprehended eight only, two of whom, who were first proceeded against 
and most guilty, Aeschines of Lampra and Agesias of Acharnae, made 
their escape out of the camp. The rest he dismissed; giving opportunity
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Greeks at Platsea, and the Platseans still offer sacrifice for the victory 
to Jupiter of freedom. As for the difference of days, it is not to be 
wondered at, since even at the present time, when there is a far more 
accurate knowledge of astronomy, some begin the month at one time, and 
some at another.

After this, the Athenians not yielding the honour of the day to the 
Lacedaemonians, nor consenting they should erect a trophy, things were 
not far from being ruined by dissension among the armed Greeks; had not 
Aristides, by much soothing and counselling the commanders, especially 
Leocrates and Myronides, pacified and persuaded them to leave the thing 
to the decision of the Greeks. And on their proceeding to discuss the 
matter, Theogiton, the Megarian, declared the honour of the victory was 
to be given some other city, if they would prevent a civil war; after him 
Cleocritus of Corinth rising up, made people think he would ask the 
palm for the Corinthians (for next to Sparta and Athens, Corinth was in 
greatest estimation); but he delivered his opinion, to the general admira
tion^ in favour of the Platseans; and counselled to take away all contention 
by giving them the reward and glory of the victory, whose being honoured 
could be distasteful to neither party. This being said, first Aristides gave 
consent in the name of the Athenians, and Pausanias, then, for the Lace- 
dsemonians. So, being reconciled, they set apart eighty talents for the 
Plataeans, with which they built the temple and dedicated the image to 
Minerva, and adorned the temple with pictures, which even to this very 
day retain their lustre. But the Lacedaemonians and Athenians each erected 
a trophy apart by themselves. On their consulting the oracle about offer
ing sacrifice, Apollo answered that they should dedicate an altar to 
Jupiter of freedom, but should not sacrifice till they had extinguished the 
fires throughout the country, as having been defiled by the barbarians, and 
had kindled unpolluted fire at the common altar at Delphi. The magis
trates of Greece, therefore, went forthwith and compelled such as had 
fire to put it out; and Euchidas, a Plataean, promising to fetch fire, with all 
possible speed, from the altar of the god, went to Delphi, and having 
sprinkled and purified his body crowned himself with laurel; and 
taking the fire from the altar ran back to Platsea, and got back there be
fore sunset, performing in one day a journey of a thousand furlongs; and 
saluting his fellow-citizens and delivering them the fire, he immediately 
fell down, and in a short time after expired. But the Platseans, taking him 
up, interred him in the temple of Diana Euclia, setting this inscription 
over him: “Euchidas ran to Delphi and back again in one day.” Most 
people believe that Euclia is Diana, and call her by that name. But some 
say she was the daughter of Hercules, by Myrto, the daughter of Menoe- 
tius, and sister of Patroclus, and dying a virgin, was worshipped by the 
Boeotians and Locrians. Her altar and image are set up in all their market
places, and those of both sexes that are about marrying sacrifice to her 
before the nuptials.

A general assembly of all the Greeks being called, Aristides proposed 
a decree that the deputies and religious representatives of the Greek states
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Eleutheria or games of freedom. And that there should be a levy upon all 
Greece for the war against the barbarians of ten thousand spearmen, one 
thousand horse, and a hundred sail of ships; but the Platseans to be 
exempt, and sacred to the service of the gods, offering sacrifice for the 
welfare of Greece. These things being ratified, the Platseans unde, took 
the performance of annual sacrifice to such as were slain and buried in 
that place; which they still perform in the following manner. On the 
sixteenth day of Msemacterion (which with the Boeotians is Alalcomenus) 
they make their procession, which, beginning by break of day, is led by a 
trumpeter sounding for onset; then follow certain chariots loaded with 
myrrh and garlands; and then a black bull; then come the young men of 
free birth carrying libations of wine and milk in large two-handed vessels, 
and jars of oil and precious ointments, none of servile condition being 
permitted to have any hand in this ministration, because the men died in 
defence of freedom; after all comes the chief magistrate of PlaLea (for 
whom it is unlawful at other, times either to touch iron or wear any other 
coloured garment but white), at that time apparelled in a purple robe; 
and, taking a water-pot out of the city record-office, he proceeds, bearing 
a sword in his hand, through the middle of the town to the- sepulchres. 
Then drawing water out of a spring, he washes and anoints the monu
ments, and sacrificing the bull upon a pile of wood, and making sup
plication to Jupiter and Mercury of the earth, invites those valiant men 
who perished in the defence of Greece to the banquet and the libations of 
blood. After this, mixing a bowl of wine, and pouring out for himself, he 
says, “I drink to those who lost their lives for the liberty of Greece.” 
These solemnities the Plataeans observe to this day.

Aristides perceived that the Athenians, after their return into the city, 
were eager for a democracy; and deeming the people to deserve con
sideration on account of their valiant behaviour, as also that it was a 
matter of difficulty, they being well armed, powerful, and full of spirit 
with their victories, to oppose them by force, he brought forward a decree 
that every one might share in the government and the archons be chosen 
out of the whole body of the Athenians. And on Themistocles telling the 
people in assembly that he had some advice for them, which could not be 
given in public, but was most important for the advantage and security 
of the city, they appointed Aristides alone to hear and consider it with him. 
And on his acquainting Aristides that his intent was to set fire to the 
arsenal of the Greeks, for by that means should the Athenians become 
supreme masters of all Greece, Aristides, returning to the assembly, told 
them that nothing was more advantageous than what Themistocles de
signed, and nothing more unjust. The Athenians, hearing this, gave 
Themistocles order to desist; such was the love of justice felt by the 
people, and such the credit and confidence they reposed in Aristides.

Being sent in joint commission with Cimon to the war, he took notice 
that Pausanias and the other Spartan captains made themselves offensive 
by imperiouness and harshness to the confederates; and by being himself
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gentle and considerate with them, and by the courtesy and disinterested 
temper which Cimon, after his example, manifested in the expeditions, he 
stole away the chief command from the Lacedemonians, neither by 
weapons, ships, or horses, but by equity and wise policy. For the Athenians 
being endeared to the Greeks by the justice of Aristides and by Cimon’s 
moderation, the tyranny and selfishness of Pausanias rendered them yet 
more desirable. He on all occasions treated the commanders of the con
federates haughtily and roughly; and the common soldiers he punished 
with stripes, or standing under the iron anchor for a whole day together; 
neither was it permitted for any to provide straw for themselves to lie on, 
or forage for their horses, or to come near the springs to water before 
the Spartans were furnished, but servants with whips drove away such 
as approached. And when Aristides once was about to complain and 
expostulate with Pausanias, he told him with an angry look that he was 
not at leisure, and gave no attention to him. The consequence was that 
the sea captains and generals of the Greeks, in particular, the Chians, 
Samians, and Lesbians, came to Aristides and requested him to be their 
general, and to receive the confederates into his command, who had long 
desired to relinquish the Spartans and come over to the Athenians. But 
he answered that he saw both equity and necessity in what they said, but 
their fidelity required the test of some action, the commission of which 
would make it impossible for the multitude to change their minds again. 
Upon which Uliades, the Samian, and Antagoras of Chios, conspiring 
together, ran in near Byzantium on Pausanias’s galley, getting her between 
them as she was sailing before the rest. But when Pausanias, beholding 
them, arose up and furiously threatened soon to make them know that 
they had been endangering not his galley, but their own countries, they 
bid him go his way, and thank Fortune that fought for him at Platsea; for 
hitherto, in reverence to that, the Greeks had forborne from inflicting on 
him the punishment he deserved. In fine, they all went off and joined the 
Athenians. And here the magnanimity of the Lacedaemonians was wonder
ful. For when they perceived that their generals were becoming corrupted 
by the greatness of their authority, they voluntarily laid down the chief 
command, and left off sending any more of them to the wars, choosing 
rather to have citizens of moderation and consistent in the observance of 
their customs, than to possess the dominion of all Greece.

Even during the command of the Lacedaemonians, the Greeks paid a 
certain contribution towards the maintenance of the war; and being 
desirous to be rated city by city in their due proportion, they desired 
Aristides of the Athenians, and gave him command, surveying the country 
and revenue, to assess every one according to their ability and what they 
were worth. But he, being so largely empowered, Greece as it were sub
mitting all her affairs to his sole management, went out poor and returned 
poorer; laying the tax not only without corruption and injustice, but 
to the satisfaction and convenience of all. For as the ancients celebrated 
the age of Saturn, so did the confederates of Athens Aristides’s taxation, 
terming it the happy time of Greece; and that more especially, as the sum
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was in a short time doubled, and afterwards trebled. For the assessment 
which Aristides made was four hundred and sixty talents. But to this 
Pericles added very near one third part more; for Thucydides says that 
in the beginning of the Peloponnesian war the Athenians had coming in 
from their confederates six hundred talents. But after Pericles’s death, 
the demagogues, increasing by little and little, raised it to the sum of 
thirteen hundred talents; not so much through the war’s being so ex
pensive and changeable either by its length or ill success, as by their 
alluring the people to spend upon largesses and playhouse allowances, and 
in erecting statues and temples. Aristides, therefore, having acquired a 
wonderful and great reputation by this levy of the tribute, Themistocles 
is said to have derided him, as if this had been not the commendation of a 
man, but a money-bag; a retaliation, though not in the same kind, for 
some free words which Aristides had used. For he, when Themistocles once 
was saying that he thought the highest virtue of a general was to under
stand and foreknow the measures the enemy would take, replied, “This, 
indeed, Themistocles, is simply necessary, but the excellent thing in a 
general is to keep his hands from taking money.”

Aristides, moreover, made all the people of Greece swear to keep the 
league, and himself took the oath in the name of the Athenians, flinging 
wedges of red-hot iron into the sea, after curses against such as should 
make breach of their vow. But afterwards, it would seem, when things 
were in such a state as constrained them to govern with a stronger hand, 
he bade the Athenians to throw the perjury upon him, and manage 
affairs as convenience required. And, in general, Theophrastus tells us, 
that Aristides was, in his own private affairs, and those of his fellow- 
citizens, rigorously just, but that in public matters he acted often in ac
cordance with his country’s policy, which demanded, sometimes, not a 
little injustice. It is reported of him that he said in a debate, upon the 
motion of the Samians for removing the treasure from Delos to Athens, 
contrary to the league, that the thing indeed was not just but was ex
pedient.

In fine, having established the dominion of his city over so many people, 
he himself remained indigent; and always delighted as much in the glory 
of being poor, as in that of his trophies; as is evident from the following 
story. Callias, the torch-bearer, was related to him; and was prosecuted by 
his enemies in a capital cause, in which, after they had slightly argued the 
matters on which they indicted him, they proceeded, besides the point, 
to address the judges: “You know,” said they, “Aristides, the_ son of 
Lysimachus, who is the admiration of all Greece. In what a condition do 
you think his family is in at his house, when you see him appear in public 
in such a threadbare cloak? Is it not probable that one who, out of doors, 
goes thus exposed to the cold, must want food and other necessaries at 
home? Callias, the wealthiest of the Athenians, does nothing to relieve 
either him or his wife and children in their poverty, though he is his own 
cousin, and has made use of him in many cases, and often reaped ad
vantage by his interest with vou.” But Callias, perceiving the judges
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were moved more particularly by this, and were exasperated against him 
called mAnsUdes, requiring him to testify that when he frequently 
offered him divers presents, and entreated him to accept them he had 
refused answering that it became him better to be proud of his poverty 
than Calhas of his wealth; since there are many to be seen that make a 
good or bad use of riches, but it is difficult, comparatively, to meet with 
one who supports poverty in a noble spirit; those only should be ashamed 
of it who incurred it against their wills. On Aristides deposing these facts 
m favour of Callias, there was none who heard them that went not away 
desirous rather to be poor like Aristides than rich as Callias. Thus 
^Eschmes, the scholar of Socrates, writes. But Plato declares that of all 

1 t"e renowned men in the city of Athens, he was the only one worthy 
of consideration; for Themistocles, Cimon, and Pericles filled the city with 
P0^1.006.®’ treasure, and many other vain things, but Aristides guided his 
public life by the rule of justice. He showed his moderation very plainly 

' !n J11:5 conduct towards Themistocles himself. For though Themistocles 
had been his adversary in all his undertakings, and was the cause of his 
banishment, yet when he afforded a similar opportunity of revenge, being 
accused to the city, Aristides bore him no malice; but while Alcmseon, 
Cimon, and many others were prosecuting and impeaching him, Aristides 
alone neither did nor said any ill against him, and no more triumphed over 
his enemy in his adversity than he had envied him his prosperity.

Some say Aristides died in Pontus, during a voyage upon the affairs of 
the public. Others that he died of old age at Athens being in great honour 
and veneration amongst his fellow-citizens. But Craterus, the Macedonian 
relates his death as follows. After the banishment of Themistocles he 
says the people growing insolent, there sprung up a number of false and 
frivolous accusers, impeaching the best and most influential men and ex
posing them to the envy of the multitude, whom their good fortune and 
power had filled with self-conceit. Amongst these, Aristides was condemned 
of bubery upon the accusation of Diophantus of Amphitrope, for taking 
money from the lonians when he was collector of the tribute; and being 
unable to pay the fine, which was fifty min®, sailed to Ionia, and died 

i “ere. But of this Craterus brings no written proof, neither the sentence 
of his condemnation, nor the decree of the people; though in general it is 
tolerably usual with him to set down such things and to cite his authors. 
Almost all others who have spoken of the misdeeds of the people towards 
their geneials collect them all together, and tell us of the banishment 
bf Themistocles, Miltiades’s bonds, Pericles’s fine, and the death of Paches 
m the judgment-hall, who, upon receiving sentence, killed himself on the 
hustings,' with many things of the like nature. They add the banishment 
of Aristides; but of this his condemnation they make no mention.

Moreover, his monument is to be seen at Phalerum, which they say was 
built him by the city, he not having left enough even to defray funeral 
charges. And it is stated that his two daughters were publicly married 
out of the prytaneum, or state-house, by the city, which decreed each of 
them three thousand drachmas for her portion; and that upon his son
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Lysimachus the people bestowed a hundred minas of money, and as many 
acres of planted land, and ordered him besides, upon the motion of 
Alcibiades, four drachmas a day. Furthermore, Lysimachus leaving a 
daughter, named Polycrite, as Callisthenes says, the people voted her, 
also, the same allowance for food with those that obtained the victory in 
the Olympic Games. But Demetrius the Phalerian, Hieronymus the 
Rhodian, Aristoxenus the musician, and Aristotle (if the Treatise of 
Nobility is to be reckoned among the genuine pieces of Aristotle) say 
that Myrto, Aristides’s granddaughter, lived with Socrates the philosopher, 
who indeed had another wife, but took her into his house, being a widow, 
by reason of her indigence and want of the necessaries of life. But Pansetius 
sufficiently confutes this in his book concerning Socrates. Demetrius the 
Phalerian, in his Socrates, says he knew one Lysimachus, son to the 
daughter of Aristides, extremely poor, who used to sit near what is called 
the laccheum, and sustained himself by a table for interpreting dreams; 
and that, upon his proposal and representations, a decree was passed by 
the people to give the mother and aunt of this man half a drachma a day. 
The same Demetrius, when he was legislating himself, decreed each of these 
women a drachma per diem. And it is not to be wondered at, that the 
people of Athens should take such care of people living in the city,_ since 
hearing the granddaughter of Aristogiton was in a low condition in the 
isle of Lemnos, and so poor nobody would marry her, they brought her 
back to Athens, and marrying her to a man of good birth, gave a farm at 
Potamus as her marriage-portion; and of similar humanity and bounty 
the city of Athens, even in our age, has given numerous proofs, and is 
justly admired and respected in consequence.

MARCUS CATO

Marcus Cato, we are told, was born at Tusculum, though (till he betook 
himself to civil and military affairs) he lived and was bred up in the country 
of the Sabines, where his father’s estate lay. His ancestors seeming almost 
entirely unknown, he himself praises his father Marcus, as a worthy man 
and a brave soldier, and Cato, his great-grandfather, too, as one who had 
often obtained military prizes, and who, having lost five horses under him, 
received, on the account of his valour, the worth of them out of the public 
exchequer. Now it being the custom among the Romans to call, those 
who, having no repute by birth, made themselves eminent by their own 
exertions, new men or upstarts, they called even Cato himself so, and so 
he confessed himself to be as to any public distinction or employment, but 
yet asserted that in the exploits and virtues of his ancestors he was very 
ancient. His third name originally was not Cato, but Priscus, though 
afterwards he had the surname of Cato, by reason of his abilities; for the 
Romans call a skilful or experienced man Catus. He was of a ruddy



416 PLUTARCH’S LIVES

for his baggage-cattle. And when he entered upon the government of 
Sardinia, where his predecessors had been used to require tents, bedding 
and clothes upon the public account, and to charge the state heavily with 
the cost of provisions and entertainments for a great train of servants and 
friends, the difference he showed in his economy was something incredible. 
There was nothing of any sort for which he put the public to expense; 
he would walk without a carriage to visit the cities, with one only of the 
common town officers, who carried his dress, and a cup to offer libation 
with. Yet though he seemed thus easy and sparing to all who were under 
his power, he, on the other hand, showed most inflexible severity and 
strictness in what related to public justice, and was rigorous and precise in 
what concerned the ordinances of the commonwealth; so that the Roman 
government never seemed more terrible, nor yet more mild than under 
his administration.

His very manner of speaking seemed to have such a kind of idea with 
it; for it was courteous, and yet forcible; pleasant, yet overwhelming; 
facetious, yet austere; sententious, and yet vehement; like Socrates, in the 
description of Plato,, who seemed outwardly to those about him to be but 
a simple, talkative, blunt fellow; whilst at the bottom he was full of 
such gravity and matter, as would even move tears and touch the very 
hearts of his auditors. And, therefore, I know not what has persuaded some 
to say that Cato’s style was chiefly like that of Lysias. However, let us 
leave those to judge of these things who profess most to distinguish between 
the several kinds of oratorical style in Latin; whilst we write down some 
of his memorable sayings; being of the opinion that a man’s character 
appears much more by his words than, as some think it does, by his 
looks.

Being once desirous to dissuade the common people of Rome from their 
unseasonable and impetuous clamour for largesses and distributions of 
corn, he began thus to harangue them: “It is a difficult task, O citizens, to 
make speeches to the belly, which has no ears.” Reproving, also, their 
sumptuous habits, he said it was hard to preserve a city where a fish sold 
for more than an ox. He had a saying, also, that the Roman people were 
like sheep; for they, when single, do not obey, but when altogether in a 
flock, they follow their leaders: “So you,” said he, “when you have got 
together in a body, let yourselves be guided by those whom singly you 
would never think of being advised by.” Discoursing of the power of 
women: “Men,” said he, “usually command women; but we command all 
men, and the women command us.” But this, indeed, is borrowed from 
the sayings of Themistocles, who, when his son was making many de
mands of him by means of the mother, said, “O woman, the Athenians 
govern the Greeks; I govern the Athenians, but you govern me, and your 
son governs you; so let him use his power sparingly, since, simple as he 
is, he can do more than all the Greeks together.” Another saying of Cato’s 
was, that the Roman people did not only fix the value of such and such 
purple dyes, but also of such and such habits of life: “For,” said he, 
“as dyers most of all dye such colours as they see to be most agreeable,



So it is stated by the historians, and in the following verses by the poet 
Melan thins:—
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“Wrought by his hand the deeds of heroes grace 
At his'own charge our temples and our place.”

Some affirm that Elpinice lived with her brother, not secretly, but as his> 
married wife, her poverty excluding her from any suitable match. But 
afterwards, when Callias, one of the richest men of Athens, fell in love 
with her, and proffered to pay the fine the father was condemned in, if he 
could obtain the daughter in marriage, with Elpinice’s own consent, Cimon 
betrothed her to Callias. There is no doubt but that Cimon was, in general, 
of an amorous temper. For Melanthius, in his elegies, rallies him on his 
attachment for Asteria of Salamis, and again for a certain Mnestra. And 
there can be no doubt of his unusually passionate affection for his law
ful wife Isodice, the daughter of Euryptolemus, the son of Megacles; nor 
of his regret, even to impatience, at her death, if any conclusion may be 
drawn from those elegies of condolence, addressed to him upon his loss 
of her. The philosopher Pansetius is of opinion that Archelaus, the writer 
on physics, was the author of them, and indeed the time seems to favour 
that conjecture. All the other points of Cimon’s character were noble and 
good. He was as daring as Miltiades, and not inferior to Themistocles in 
judgment, and was incomparably more just and honest than either of them.

1 Fully their equal in all military virtues, in the ordinary duties of a citizen 
at home he was immeasurably their superior. And this, too, when he was 
very young, his years, not yet strengthened by any experience. For when 
Themistocles, upon the Median invasion, advised the Athenians to forsake 
their city and their country, and to carry all their arms on shipboard and 
fight the enemy by sea, in the straits of Salamis; when all the people stood 
amazed at the confidence and rashness of this advice, Cimon was seen,, 
the first of all men, passing with a cheerful countenance through the Cera- 
micus, on his way with his companions to the citadel, carrying a bridle in 
his hand to offer to the goddess, intimating that there was no more need 
of horsemen now, but of mariners. There, after he had paid his devotions 
to the goddess, and offered up the bridle, he took down one of the bucklers 
that hung upon the walls of the temple, and went down to the port; by 
this example giving confidence to many of the citizens. He was also of a 
fairly handsome person, according to the poet Ion, tall and large, and let 
his thick and curly hair grow long. After he had acquitted himself gal
lantly in this battle of Salamis, he obtained great repute among the 
Athenians, and was regarded with affection, as well as admiration. He had 
many who followed after him, and bade him aspire to actions not less- 
famous than his father’s battle of Marathon. And when he came forward 
in political life, the people welcomed him gladly, being now weary of 
Themistocles; in opposition to whom, and because of the frankness and 
easiness of his temper, which was agreeable to every one, they advanced 
Cimon to the highest employments in the government. The man that 
contributed most to his promotion was Aristides, who early discerned in



he fell upon the Thracians of the country beyond the Strymon, because 
they supplied Eion with victuals, and driving them entirely out of the 
country, took possession of it as conqueror, by which means he reduced the 
besieged to such straits, that Butes, who commanded there for the king, 
in desperation set fire to the town, and burned himself, his goods, and all 
his relations, in one common flame. By this means, Cimon got the town, 
but no great booty; as the barbarians had not only consumed themselves 
in the fire, but the richest of their effects. However, he put the country 
about into the hands of the Athenians, a most advantageous and desirable 
situation for a settlement. For this action, the people permitted him to 
erect the stone Mercuries, upon the first of which was this inscription:—

“Of bold and patient spirit, too, were those,
• Who, where the Strymon under Eion flows,

With famine and the sword, to utmost need,
Reduced at last the children of the Mede.”

Upon the second stood this:—
“The Athenians to their leaders this reward 
For great and useful service did accord;
Others hereafter shall, from their applause,
Learn to be valiant in their country’s cause.”

And upon the third the following:—
“With Atreus’ sons, this city sent of yore 

Divine Menestheus to the Trojan shore;
Of all the Greeks, so Homer’s verses say,
The ablest man an army to array:
So old the title of her sons the name
Of chiefs and champions in the field to claim.”

Though the name of Cimon is not mentioned in these inscriptions, yet 
his contemporaries considered them to be the very highest honours to him; 
as neither Miltiades nor Themistocles ever received the like. When Mil
tiades claimed a garland, Sochares of Decelea stood up in the midst of the 
assembly and opposed it, using words which, though ungracious, were 
received with applause by the people: “When you have gained a victory 
by yourself, Miltiades, then you may ask to triumph so too.” What then 
induced them so particularly to honour Cimon? Was it that under other 
commanders they stood upon the defensive? but by his conduct, they not 
only attacked their enemies, but invaded them in their own country, and 
acquired new territory, becoming masters of Eion and Amphipolis, 
where they planted colonies, as also they did in the isle of Scyros, which 
Cimon had taken on the following occasion. The Dolopians were the in
habitants of this isle, a people who neglected all husbandry, and had, for 
many generations, been devoted to piracy; this they practised to that 
degree, that at last they began to plunder foreigners that brought merchan
dise into their ports. Some merchants of Thessaly, who had come to shore
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the sports, when the young boys run naked, he used to entertain the 
strangers that came to see these diversions. But Cimon’s generosity outdid 
all the old Athenian hospitality and good-nature. For though it is the city’s 
just boast that their forefathers taught the rest of Greece to sow corn, and 
how to use springs of water, and to kindle fire, yet Cimon, by keeping 
open house for his fellow-citizens, and giving travellers liberty to eat 
the fruits which the several seasons produced in his land, seemed to restore 
to the world that community of goods, which mythology says existed in 
the reign of Saturn. Those who object to him, that he did this to be popular 
and gain the applause of the vulgar, are confuted by the constant tenor 
of the rest of his actions, which all tended to uphold the interests of the 
nobility and the Spartan policy, of which he gave instances, when to
gether with Aristides he opposed Themistocles, who was advancing the 
authority of the people beyond its just limits, and resisted Ephialtes, who, 
to please the multitude, was for abolishing the jurisdiction of the court of 
Areopagus. And when all of this time, except Aristides and Ephialtes, 
enriched themselves out of the public money, he still kept his hands clean 
and untainted, and to his last day never acted or spoke for his own private 
gain or emolument. They tell us that Rhoesaces, a Persian, who had 
traitorously revolted from the king his master, fled to Athens, and there, 
being harassed by sycophants, who were still accusing him to the people, 
he applied himself to Cimon for redress, and, to gain his favour, laid 
down in his doorway two cups, the one full of gold and the other of silver 
Darics. Cimon smiled and asked him whether he wished to have Cimon’s 
hired service or his friendship. He replied, his friendship. “If so,” said he, 
“take away these pieces, for, being your friend, when I shall have occasion 
for them, I will send and ask for them.”

The allies of the Athenians began now to be weary of war and military 
service, willing to have repose, and to look after their husbandry and 
traffic. For they saw their enemies driven out of the country, and did not 
fear any new vexations from them. They still paid the tax they were 
assessed at, but did not send men and galleys, as they had done before. 
This the other Athenian generals wished to constrain them to, and by 
judicial proceedings against defaulters, and penalties which they inflicted 
on them, made the government uneasy, and even odious. But Cimon j 
practised a contrary method; he forced no man to go that was not willing, 
but of those that desired to be excused from service he took money and 
vessels unmanned, and let them yield to the temptation of staying at home, 
to attend to their private business. Thus they lost their military habits and 
luxury, and their own folly quickly changed them into unwarlike husband
men and traders; while Cimon, continually embarking large numbers, 
of Athenians on board his galleys, thoroughly disciplined them in his 
expeditions, and ere long made them the lords of their own paymasters. 
The allies, whose indolence maintained them, while they thus went sailing 
about everywhere, and incessantly bearing arms and acquiring skill, 
began to fear and flatter them, and found themselves after a while allies 
no longer, but unwittingly become tributaries and slaves.
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advice; and making a body by themselves, fought so desperately with the 
enemy, that they were all cut off, leaving the Athenians deep regret for 
the loss of such brave men, and repentance for having so unjustly suspected 
them. Accordingly, they did not long retain their severity toward Cimon. 
partly upon remembrance of his former services, and partly, perhaps, 
induced by the juncture of the times. For being defeated at Tanagra in 
a great battle, and fearing the Peloponnesians would come upon them at , 
the opening of the spring, they recalled Cimon by a decree, of which | 
Pericles himself was author. So reasonable were men’s resentments in | 
those times, and so moderate their anger, that it always gave way to j 
the public good. Even ambition, the least governable of all human 
passions, could then yield to the necessities of the state.

Cimon, as soon as he returned, put an end to the war, and reconciled 
the two cities. Peace thus established, seeing the Athenians impatient of 
being idle, and eager after the honour and aggrandisement of war, lest 
they should set upon the Greeks themselves, or with so many ships cruis
ing about the isles and Peloponnesus they should give occasions to intestine 
wars, or complaints of their allies against them, he equipped two hundred 
galleys, with design to make an attempt upon Egypt and Cyprus; purpos
ing, by this means, to accustom the Athenians to fight against the bar
barians, and enrich themselves honestly by spoiling those who were the 
natural enemies of Greece. But when all things were prepared, and the 
army ready to embark, Cimon had this dream. It seemed to him that there 
was a furious bitch barking at him, and mixed with the barking a kind 
of human voice uttered these words:—

“Come on, for thou shalt shortly be,
A pleasure to my whelps and me.”

This dream was hard to interpret, yet Astyphilus of Posidonia, a man 
skilled in divinations, and intimate with Cimon, told him that his death 
was presaged by this vision, which he thus explained. A dog is enemy to 
him he barks at; and one is always most a pleasure to one’s enemies when 
one is dead; the mixture of human voice with barking signifies the Medes, 
for the army of the Medes is mixed up of Greeks and barbarians. After 
this dream, as he was sacrificing to Bacchus, and the priest cutting up the 
victim, a number of ants, taking up the congealed particles of the blood, 
laid them about Cimon’s great_ toe. This was not observed for a good 
while, but at the very time when Cimon spied it, the priest came and 
showed him the liver of the sacrifice imperfect, wanting that part of it called 
the head. But he could not then recede from the enterprise, so he set sail. 
Sixty of his ships he sent toward Egypt; with the rest he went and fought 
the King of Persia’s fleet, composed of Phoenician and Cilician galleys, 
recovered all the cities thereabout, and threatened Egypt; designing no 
less than the entire ruin of the Persian empire. And the rather, for that 
he was informed Themistocles was in great repute among the barbarians, 
having promised the king to lead his army, whenever he should make war 
upon Greece. But Themistocles, it is said, abandoning all hopes of com



passing his designs, very much out of the despair of overcoming the valour 
and good fortune of Cimon, died a voluntary death. Cimon, intent on 
great designs, which he was now to enter upon, keeping his navy about 
the isle of Cyprus, sent messengers to consult the oracle of Jupiter Ammon 
upon some secret matter. For it is not known about what they were sent, 
and the god would give them no answer, but commanded them to return 
again, for that Cimon was already with him. Hearing this, they returned 
to sea, and as soon as they came to the Grecian army, which was then 
about Egypt, they understood that Cimon was dead; and computing 
the time of the oracle, they found that his death had been signified, he 
being then already with the gods.

He died, some say, of sickness, while besieging Citium, in Cyprus; ac
cording to others, of a wound he received in a skirmish with the barbarians. 
When he perceived he should die, he commanded those under his charge 
to return, and by no means to let the news of his death be known by the 
way; this they did with such secrecy that they all came home safe, and 
neither their enemies nor the allies knew what had happened. Thus, as 
Phanodemus relates, the Grecian army was, as it were, conducted by Cimon 
thirty days after he was dead. But after his death there was not one com
mander among the Greeks that did anything considerable against the 
barbarians, and instead of uniting against their common enemies, the 
popular leaders and partisans of war animated them against one another 
to that degree, that none could interpose their good offices to reconcile 
them. And while, by their mutual discord, they ruined the power of Greece, 
they gave the Persians time to recover breath, and repair all their losses. 
It is true, indeed, Agesilaus carried the arms of Greece into Asia, but it 
was a long time after; there were, indeed, some brief appearances of a war 
against the king’s lieutenants in the maritime provinces, but they all 
quickly vanished; before he could perform anything of moment, he was 
recalled by fresh civil dissensions and disturbances at home. So that he 
was forced to leave the Persian king’s officers to impose what tribute they 
pleased on the Greek cities in Asia, the confederates and allies of the 
Lacedaemonians. Whereas, in the time of Cimon, not so much as a letter- 
carrier, or a single horseman, was ever seen to come within four hundred 
furlongs of the sea.

The monuments, called Cimonian to this day, in Athens, show that his 
remains were conveyed home, yet the inhabitants of the city Citium pay 
particular honour to a certain tomb which they call the tomb of Cimon, 
according to Nausicrates the rhetorician, who states that in a time of 
famine, when the crops of their land all failed, they sent to the oracle, 
which commanded them not to forget Cimon, but give him the honours of 
a superior being. Such was the Greek commander.
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forfeit the good-will of the commonalty, who, likewise, contributed to his
advancement. For though Cleon got great influence by his exertions—

“------to please
The old men, who trusted him to find them fees,”

yet even those, for whose interest and to gain whose favour he acted, 
nevertheless observing the avarice, the arrogance, and the presumption of 
the man, many of them supported Nicias. For his was not that sort of 
gravity which is harsh and offensive, but he tempered it with a certain 
caution and deference, winning upon the people, by seeming afraid of 
them. And being naturally diffident and unhopeful in war, his good fortune 
supplied his want of courage, and kept it from being detected, as in all his 
commands he was constantly successful. And his timorousness in civil 
life, and his extreme dread of accusers, was thought very suitable in a 
citizen of a free state; and from the people’s good-will towards him, got 
him no small power over them, they being fearful of all that despised 
them, but willing to promote one who seemed to be afraid of them; the 
greatest compliment their betters could pay them being not to contemn 
them.

Pericles, who by solid virtue and the pure force of argument ruled the 
commonwealth, had stood in need of no disguises nor persuasions with the 
people. Nicias, inferior in these respects, used his riches, of which he had 
abundance, to gain popularity. Neither had he the nimble wit of Cleon 
to win the Athenians to his purposes by amusing them with bold jests; 
unprovided with such qualities, he courted them with dramatic exhibitions, 
gymnastic games, and other public shows, more sumptuous and more 
splendid than had been ever known in his or in former ages. Amongst his 
religious offerings, there was extant, even in our days, the small figure 
of Minerva in the citadel, having lost the gold that covered it; and a 
shrine in the temple of Bacchus, under the tripods, that were presented 
by those who won the prize in the shows or plays. For at these he had 
often carried off the prize, and never once failed. We are told that on one 
of these occasions, a slave of his appeared in the character of Bacchus, 
of a beautiful person and noble stature, and with as yet no beard upon 
his chin; and on the Athenians being pleased with the sight, and applaud
ing a long time, Nicias stood up, and said he could not in piety keep as a 
slave one whose person had been consecrated to represent a god. And 
forthwith he set the young man free. His performances at Delos are, also, 
on record, as noble and magnificent works of devotion. For whereas the 
choruses which the cities sent to sing hymns to the god were wont to 
arrive in no order, as it might happen, and, being there met by a crowd 
of people crying out to them to sing, in their hurry to begin, used to dis
embark confusedly, putting on their garlands, and changing their dresses 
as they left the ships, he, when he had to convoy the sacred company, 
disembarked the chorus at Rhenea, together with the sacrifice, and other 
holy appurtenances. And having brought along with him from Athens 
a bridge fitted by measurement for the purpose, and magnificently adorned
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he was the first who ever broke out into exclamations, flung open his 
dress, smote his thigh, and ran up and down whilst he was speaking, 
things which soon after introduced, amongst those who managed the 
affairs of state, such licence and contempt of decency as brought all into 
confusion.

Already, too, Alcibiades was beginning to show his strength at Athens, 
a popular leader, not, indeed, as utterly violent as Cleon, but as the land 
of Egypt, through the richness of its soil, is said—-

“------great plenty to produce,
Both wholesome herbs, and drugs of deadly juice,”

so the nature of Alcibiades was strong and luxuriant in both kinds, and 
made way for many serious innovations. Thus it fell out that after Nicias 
had got his hands clear of Cleon, he had not opportunity to settle the city 
perfectly into quietness. For having brought matters to a pretty hopeful 
condition, he found everything carried away and plunged again into con
fusion by Alcibiades, through the wildness and vehemence of his ambition, 
and all embroiled again in war worse than ever. Which fell out thus. The 
persons who had principally hindered the peace were Cleon and Brasidas. 
War setting off the virtue of the one and hiding the villainy of the other, 
gave to the one occasions of achieving brave actions, to the other oppor
tunity of committing equal dishonesties. Now when these two were in 
one battle both slain near Amphipolis, Nicias was aware that the Spartans 
had long been desirous of a peace, and that the Athenians had no longer 
the same confidence in the war. Both being alike tired, and, as it were by 
consent, letting fall their hands, he, therefore, in this nick of time, em
ployed his efforts to make a friendship betwixt the two cities, and to 
deliver the other states of Greece from the evils and calamities they 
laboured under, and so establish his own good name for success as a states
man for all future time. He found the men of substance, the elder men, 
and the land-owners and farmers pretty generally all inclined to peace. 
And when, in addition to these, by conversing and reasoning, he had 
cooled the wishes of a good many others for war, he now encouraged the 
hopes of the Lacedaemonians, and counselled them to seek peace. They 
confided in him, as on account of his general character for moderation 
and equity, so, also, because of the kindness and care he had shown to the 
prisoners taken at Pylos and kept in confinement, making their misfor
tune the more easy to them.

The Athenians and the Spartans had before this concluded a truce for 
a year, and during this, by associating with one another, they had tasted 
again the sweets of peace and security and unimpeded intercourse with 
friends and connections, and thus longed for an end of that fighting and 
bloodshed, and heard with delight the chorus sing such verses as—

“------my lance I’ll leave
Laid by, for spiders to o’erweave,”

and remembered with joy the saying, In peace, they who sleep are awaked



the other that should be left, and openly showed his pleasure at the dis
sension, and his desire to inflame the people against both of them. Nicias 
and. Alcibiades, perceiving his malice, secretly combined together, and 
setting both their interests jointly at work, succeeded in fixing the ostra
cism not on either of them, but even on Hyperbolus. This, indeed, at the 
first made sport, and raised laughter among the people; but afterwards 
it was felt as an affront, that the thing should be dishonoured by being 
employed upon so unworthy a subject; punishment, also, having its 
proper dignity, and ostracism being one that was appropriate rather for 
Thucydides, Aristides, and such like persons; whereas for Hyperbolus it 
was a glory, and a fair ground for boasting on his part, when for his 
villainy he suffered the same with the best men. As Plato, the comic 
poet, said of him:—

"The man deserved the fate, deny who can;
Yes, but the fate did not deserve the man;
Not for the like of him and his slave-brands,
Did Athens put the sherd into our hands.”

And, in fact, none ever afterwards suffered this sort of punishment, but 
Hyperbolus was the last, as Hipparchus the Cholargian, who was kin to 
the tyrant, was the first.

There is no judgment to be made of fortune; nor can any reasoning bring 
us to a certainty about it. If Nicias had run the risk with Alcibiades, 
whether of the two should undergo, the ostracism, he had either prevailed’ 
and, his rival being expelled the city, he had remained secure; or, being 
overcome, he had avoided the utmost disasters, and preserved the reputa
tion of a most excellent commander. Meantime I am not ignorant that 
Theophrastus says, that when Hyperboliis was banished, Pha;ax, not 
Nicias, contested it with Alcibiades; but most authors differ from him.

It was Alcibiades, at any rate, whom when the .ZEgestean and Leontine 
ambassadors arrived and urged the Athenians to make an expedition 
against Sicily, Nicias opposed, and by whose persuasions and ambition he 
found himself overborne, who, even before the people could be assembled, 
had preoccupied and corrupted their judgment with hopes and with 
speeches; insomuch that the young men at their sports, and the old men 
in their workshops, and sitting together on the benches, would be drawing 
maps of Sicily, and making charts showing the seas, the harbours, and 
general- character of the coast of the island opposite Africa. For they 
made not Sicily the end of the war but rather its starting-point and 
headquarters from whence they might carry it to the Carthaginians, and 
possess themselves of Africa, and of the seas as far as the pillars of 
Hercules. The bulk of the people, therefore, pressing this way, Nicias, who 
opposed them, found but few supporters, nor those of much influence; for 
the men of substance, fearing lest they should seem to shun the public 
charges and ship-money, were quiet against their inclination; nevertheless 
he did not tire nor give it up, but even after the Athenians decreed a war 
and chose him in the first place general, together with Alcibiades and
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Lamachus, when they were again assembled, he stood up, dissuaded them, 
and protested against the decision, and laid the blame on Alcibiades, 
charging him with going about to involve the city in foreign dangers and 
difficulties, merely with a view to his own private lucre and ambition. 
Yet it came to nothing. Nicias, because of his experience, was looked upon 
as the fitter for the employment, and his wariness with the bravery of 
Alcibiades, and the easy temper of Lamachus, all compounded together, 
promised such security, that he did but confirm the resolution. Demo- 
stratus, who, of the popular leaders, was the one who chiefly pressed the 
Athenians to the expedition, stood up and said he would stop the mouth 
of Nicias from urging any more excuses, and moved that the generals 
should have absolute power, both at home and abroad, to order and to 
act as they thought best; and this vote the people passed.

The priests, however, are said to have very earnestly opposed the enter
prise. But Alcibiades had his diviners of another sort, who from some ok’ 
prophecies announced that “there shall be great fame of the Athenians 
in Sicily,” and messengers came back to him from Jupiter Ammon with 
oracles importing that “the Athenians shall take all the Syracusans.” 
Those, meanwhile, who knew anything that boded ill, concealed it lest 
they might seem to fore-speak ill-luck. For even prodigies that were 
obvious and plain would not deter them; not the defacing of the Hermae, 
all maimed in one night except one, called the Hermes of Andocides, 
erected by the tribe of iEgeus, placed directly before the house then oc
cupied by Andocides; or what was perpetrated on the altar of the twelve 
gods, upon which a certain man leaped suddenly up, and then turning 
round mutilated himself with a stone. Likewise at Delphi there stood a 
golden image of Minerva, set on a palm-tree of brass, erected by the city 
of Athens from the spoils they won from the Medes; this was pecked at 
several days together by crows flying upon it, who also plucked off and 
knocked down the fruit, made of gold, upon the palm-tree. But the 
Athenians said these were all but inventions of the Delphians, corrupted 
by the men of Syracuse. A certain oracle bade them bring from Clazomena: 
the priestess of Minerva there; they sent for the woman and found her 
named Hesychia, Quietness, this being, it would seem, what the divine 
powers advised the city at this time, to be quiet. Whether, therefore, the 
astrologer Meton feared these presages, or that from human reason he 
doubted its success (for he was appointed to a command in it), feigning 
himself mad, he set his house on fire. Others say he did not counterfeit 
madness, but set his house on fire in the night, and the next morning 
came before the assembly in great distress, and besought the people, in 
consideration of the sad disaster, to release his son from the service, who 
was about to go captain of a galley for Sicily. The genius, also, of the 
philosopher Socrates2 on this occasion, too, gave him intimation by the 
usual tokens, fhaTtlie expedition would prove the ruin of the common
wealth ; this he imparted to his friends and familiars, and by them it was 
mentioned to a number of people. Not a few were troubled because the 
days on which the fleet set sail happened to be the time when the women
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impeachments and sentences; he professed that he apprehended no 
further harm there, or if it must be, he would rather die by the hand of 
an enemy than by his fellow-citizens. He was not of the opinion which Leo 
of Byzantium declared to his fellow-citizens: “I had rather,” said he, 
“perish by you, than with you.” As to the matter of place and quarter 
whither to remove their camp, that, he said, might be debated at leisure. 
And Demosthenes, his former counsel having succeeded so ill, ceased to 
press him further; others thought Nicias had reasons for expectation, and 
relied on some assurance from people within the city, and that this made 
him so strongly oppose their retreat, so they acquiesced. But fresh forces 
now coming to the Syracusans and the sickness growing worse in his camp, 
he, also, now approved of their retreat, and commanded the soldiers to 
make ready to go aboard.

And when all were in readiness, and none of the enemy had observed 
them, not expecting such a thing, the moon was eclipsed in the night, to 
the great fright of Nicias and others, who, for want of experience, or out 
of superstition, felt alarm at such appearances. That the sun might be 
darkened about the close of the month, this even ordinary people now 
understood pretty well to be the effect of the moon; but the moon itself 
to be darkened, how that could come about, and how, on the sudden, a 
broad full moon should lose her light, and show such various colours, was 
not easy to be comprehended; they concluded it to be ominous, and a 
divine intimation of some heavy calamities. For he who the first, and the 
most plainly of any, and with the greatest assurance committed to writing 
how the moon is enlightened and overshadowed, was Anaxagoras; and 
he was as yet but recent, nor was his argument much known, but was 
rather kept secret, passing only amongst a few, under some kind of caution 
and confidence. People would not then tolerate natural philosophers, and 
theorists, as they then called them, about things above; as lessening the 
divine power, by explaining away its agency into the operation of irrational 
causes and senseless forces acting by necessity, without anything of 
Providence or a free agent. Hence it was that Protagoras was banished, 
and Anaxagoras cast in prison, so that Pericles had much difficulty to 
procure his liberty; and Socrates, though he had no concern whatever 
with this sort of learning, yet was put to death for philosophy. It was only 
afterwards that the reputation of Plato, shining forth by his life, and 
because he subjected natural necessity to divine and more excellent prin
ciples, took away the obloquy and scandal that had attached to such 
contemplations, and obtained these studies currency among all people. 
So his friend Dion, when the moon, at the time he was to embark from 
Zacynthus to go against Dionysius, was eclipsed, was not in the least, 
disturbed, but went on, and arriving at Syracuse, expelled the tyrant. 
But it so fell out with Nicias, that he had not at this time a skilful diviner 
with him; his former habitual adviser who used to moderate much of his 
superstition, Stilbides, had died a little before. For, in fact, this prodigy, 
as Philochorus observes, was not unlucky for men wishing to fly, but on 
the contrary very favourable; for things done in fear require to be hidden,
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Carneus, the Athenian Metagitnion. And that the servants of the Athen 
ians with the other confederates be sold for slaves, and they themselves 
and the Sicilian auxiliaries be kept and employed in the quarries, except 
the generals, who should be put to death. The Syracusans favoured the 
proposals, and when Hermocrates said, that to use well a victory was 
better than to gain a victory, he was met with great clamour and outcry. 
When Gylippus, also, demanded the Athenian generals to be delivered to 
him, that he might carry them to the Lacedaemonians, the Syracusans, now 
insolent with their good-fortune, gave him ill words. Indeed, before this, 
even in the war, they had been impatient at his rough behaviour and Lace 
dsemonian haughtiness, and had, as Timseus tells us, discovered sordidness 
and avarice in his character, vices which may have descended to him 
from his father Cleandrides, who was convicted of bribery and banished. 
And the very man himself, of the one thousand talents which Lysander 
sent to Sparta, embezzled thirty, and hid them under the tiles of his house, 
and was detected and shamefully fled his country. But this is related more 
at large in the life of Lysander. Timoeus says that Demosthenes and Nicias 
did not die, as Thucydides and Philistus have written, by the order of the 
Syracusans, but that upon a message sent them from Hermocrates, whilst 
yet the assembly were sitting, by the connivance of some of their guards, 
they were enabled to put an end to themselves. Their bodies, however, 
were thrown out before the gates and offered for a public spectacle. And 
I have heard that to this day in a temple at Syracuse is shown a shield, 
said to have been Nicias’s, curiously wrought and embroidered with gold 
and purple intermixed. Most of the Athenians perished in the quarries 
by diseases and ill diet, being allowed only one pint of barley every day, 
and one half pint of water. Many of them, however, were carried off by 
stealth, or, from the first, were supposed to be servants, and were sold as 
slaves. These latter were branded on their foreheads with the figure of a 
horse. There were, however, Athenians who, in addition to slavery, had 
to endure even this. But their discreet and orderly conduct was an ad
vantage to them; they were either soon set free, or won the respect of 
their masters with whom they continued to live. Several were saved 
for the sake of Euripides, whose poetry, it appears, was in request among 
the Sicilians more than among any of the settlers out of Greece. And when 
any travellers arrived that could tell them some passage, or give them any 
specimen of his verses, they were delighted to be able to communicate 
them to one another. Many of the captives who got safe back to Athens 
are said, after they reached home, to have gone and made their acknowl
edgments to Euripides, relating how that some of them had been released 
from their slavery by teaching what they could remember of his poems, 
and others, when straggling after the fight, been relieved with meat and 
drink for repeating some of his lyrics. Nor need this be any wonder, for 
it is told that a ship of Caunus fleeing into one of their harbours for 
protection, pursued by pirates, was not received, but forced back, till 
one asked if they knew any of Euripides’s verses, and on their saying they 
did, they were admitted, and their ship brought into harbour.



to conceal and keep to himself the greatest part of that treasure which he 
had brought out of Asia, pressed Pompey to battle, upon the pretence that 
there would be a want of money. Yet admitting he was deceived, one in 
his place ought not to have been so, nor should have allowed so slight an 
artifice to cause the hazard of such mighty interests. And thus we have 
taken a view of each, by comparing together their conduct and actions in 
war.

As to their, voyages into Egypt, one steered his course thither out of 
necessity in flight; the other neither honourably, nor of necessity, but as a 
mercenary soldier, having enlisted himself into the service of a barbarous 
nation for pay, that he might be able afterwards to wage war upon the 
Greeks. And secondly, what we charge upon the Egyptians in the name 
of Pompey, the Egyptians lay to the charge of Agesilaus. Pompey trustee, 
them and was betrayed and murdered by them; Agesilaus accepted their 
confidence and deserted them, transferring his aid to the very enemies 
who were now attacking those whom he had been brought over to assist.
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It being my purpose to write the lives of Alexander the king, and ot 
Ciesar, by whom Pompey was destroyed, the-multitude of their great ac
tions affords so large a field that I were to blame if I should not by way 
of apology forewarn my reader that I have chosen rather to epitomise 
the most celebrated parts of their story, than to insist at large on every 
particular circumstance of it. It must be borne in mind that my design 
is not to write histories, but lives. And the most glorious exploits do not 
always furnish us witHthe clearest discoveries of virtue or vice in men; 
sometimes a matter of less moment, an expression or a jest, informs us 
better of their characters and inclinations, than the most famous sieges, 
the greatest armaments, or the bloodiest battles whatsoever. Therefore 
as portrait-painters are more exact in the lines and features of the face, 
in which the character is seen, than in the other parts of the body, so I 
must be allowed to give my more particular attention to the marks and 
indications of the souls of men, and while I endeavour by these to portray 
their lives, may be free to leave more weighty matters and great battles 
to be treated of by others.

It is agreed on by all hands, that on the father’s side, Alexander de
scended from Hercules by Caranus, and from ASacus by Neoptolemus on 
the mother’s side. His father Philip, being in Samothrace, when he was 
quite young, fell in love there with Olympias, in company with whom he 
was initiated in the religious ceremonies of the country, and her father 
and mother being both dead, soon after, with the consent of her brother, 
Arymbas, he married her. The night before the consummation of their 
marriage, she dreamed that a thunderbolt fell upon her body, which



kindled a great fire, whose divided flames dispersed themselves all about, 
and then were extinguished. And Philip, some time after he was married’ 
dreamt that he sealed up his wife’s body with a seal, whose impression, as 
he fancied, was the figure of a lion. Some of the diviners interpreted this as 
a warning to Philip to look narrowly to his wife; but Aristander of Tel- 
messus, considering how unusual it was to seal up anything that was 
empty, assured him the meaning of his dream was that the queen was with 
child of a boy, who would one day prove as stout and courageous as a lion. 
Once, moreover, a serpent was found lying by Olympias as she slept, which 
more than anything else, it is said, abated Philip’s passion for her; and 
whether he feared her as an enchantress, or thought she had commerce 
with some god, and so looked on himself as excluded, he was ever after 
less fond of her conversation. Others say, that the women of this country 
having always been extremely addicted to the enthusiastic Orphic rites, 
and the wild worship of Bacchus (upon which account they were called 
Clodones, and Mimallones), imitated in many things the practices of the 
Edonian and Thracian women about Mount Hcemus, from whom the 
word thre.skcue.in seems to have been derived, as a special term for super
fluous and over-curious forms of adoration; and that Olympias, zealously 
affecting these fanatical and enthusiastic inspirations, to perform them 
with, more barbaric dread, was wont in the dances proper to these cere
monies to have great tame serpents about her, which sometimes creeping 
out of the ivy in the mystic fans, sometimes winding themselves about the 
sacred spears, and the women’s chaplets, made a spectacle which men could 
not look upon without terror.

Philip, after this vision, sent Chseron of Megalopolis to consult the 
oracle of Apollo at Delphi, by which he was commanded to perform sacri
fice, and henceforth pay particular honour, above all other gods, to 
Ammon; and was told he should one day lose that eye with which he 
presumed to peep through that chink of the door, when he saw the god, 
under the form of a serpent, in the company of his wife. Eratosthenes says 
that Olympias, when she attended Alexander on his way to the army in his 
first expedition, told him the secret of his birth, and bade him behave 
himself with courage suitable to his divine extraction. Others again affirm 
that she wholly disclaimed any pretensions of the kind, and was wont to 
say, “When will Alexander leave off slandering me to Juno?”

Alexander was born the sixth of Hecatombaeon, which month the Mace
donians call Lous, the same day that the temple of Diana at Ephesus was 
burnt; which Hegesias of Magnesia makes the occasion of a conceit, frigid 
enough to have stopped the conflagration. The temple, he says, took fire 
and was burnt while its mistress was absent, assisting at the birth of 
Alexander. And all the Eastern soothsayers who happened to be then at 
Ephesus, looking upon the ruin of this temple to be the forerunner of some 
other calamity, ran about the town, beating their faces, and crying that 
this day had brought forth something that would prove fatal and destruc
tive to all Asia.

Just after Philip had taken Potidsea, he received these three messages
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at one time, that Parmenio had overthrown the Illyrians in a great battle, 
that his race-uorse had won the course at the Olympic games, and that his 
wife had given birth to Alexander; with which being naturally well pleased, 
as an addition to his satisfaction, he was assured by the diviners that a 
son, whose birth was accompanied with three such successes, could not 
fail of being invincible.

The statues that gave the best representation of Alexander’s person 
were those of Lysippus (by whom alone he would suffer his image to be 
made), those peculiarities which many of his successors afterwards and 
his friends used to affect to imitate, the inclination of his head a little on 
one side towards his left shoulder, and his melting eye, having been ex
pressed by this artist with great exactness. But Apelles, who drew him with 
thunderbolts in his hand, made his complexion browner and darker than 
it was naturally; for he was fair and of a light colour, passing into rud
diness in his face and upon his breast. Aristoxenus in his Memoirs tell; 
us that a most agreeable odour exhaled from his skin, and that his breath 
and body all over was so fragrant as to perfume the clothes which he wore 
next him; the cause of which might probably be the hot and adust tem
perament of his body. For sweet smells, Theophrastus conceives, are pro
duced by the concoction of moist humours by heat, which is the reason 
that those parts of the world which are driest and most burnt up afford 
spices.of the best kind and in the greatest quantity; for the heat of the 
sun exhausts all the superfluous moisture which lies in the surface of 
bodies, ready to generate putrefaction. And this hot constitution, it may 
be, rendered. Alexander so addicted to drinking, and sc choleric. His 
temperance, as to the pleasures of the body, was apparent in him in his very 
childhood, as he was with much difficulty incited to them, and always 
used them with great moderation; though in other things he was extremely 
eager and vehement, and in his love of glory, and the pursuit of it, he 
showed a solidity of high spirit and magnanimity far above his age. For 
he neither sought nor valued it upon every occasion, as his father Philip 
did (who affected to show his eloquence almost to a degree of pedantry, 
and took care to have the victories of his racing chariots at the Olympic 
games engraven on his coin), but when he was asked by some about him, 
whether he would run a race in the Olympic games, as he was very swift
footed, he answered, he would, if he might have kings to run with him. 
Indeed, he seems in general to have looked with indifference, if not with 
dislike, upon the professed athletes. He often appointed prizes," for which 
not only tragedians and musicians, pipers and harpers, but rhapsodists 
also, strove to outvie one another; and delighted in all manner of hunting 
and cudgel-playing, but never gave any encouragement to contests either 
of boxing or of the pancratium.

While he was yet very young, he entertained the ambassadors from the 
King of Persia, in the absence of his father, and entering much into con
versation with them, gained so much upon them by his affability, and the 
questions he asked them, which were far from being childish or trifling 
(for he inquired of them the length of the ways, the nature of the road
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character, not suffering them to hear, or receive, or so much as to appre
hend anything that was unbecoming. So that they seemed rather lodged 
in some temple, or some holy virgin chambers, where they enjoyed their 
privacy sacred and uninterrupted, than in the camp of an enemy. Never
theless Darius’s wife was accounted the most beautiful princess then 
living, as her husband the tallest and handsomest man of his time and 
the daughters were not unworthy of their parents. But Alexander, esteem- 
ing. if more kingly to govern himself than to conquer his enemies sought 
no intimacy with any ope of them, nor indeed with any other women before 
mariiage, except Barsine, Memhon’s widow, who was taken prisoner at 
Damascus. She had been instructed in the Grecian learning, was of a 
gentle temper, and by her father, Artabazus, royally descended, with good 
qualities, added to the solicitations and encouragement of Parmenio as 
Aristobulus tells us, made him the more willing to attach himself to so 
agreeable and illustrious a woman. Of the rest of the female captives 
though remarkably handsome and well proportioned, he took no further 
notice than to say jestingly that Persian women were terrible eyesores 
And he himself, retaliating, as it were, by the display of the beauty of 
ms own temperance and self-control, bade them be removed, as he would 
have done so many lifeless images. When Philoxenus, his lieutenant on the 
sea-coast, wrote to him to know if he would buy two young boys of great 
beauty, whom one 'Iheodorus, a Tarentine, had to sell, he was so offended 
that he often expostulated with his friends what baseness Philoxenus had 
ever observed in him that he should presume to make him such a reproach- 
ful offer. And he immediately wrote him a very sharp letter, telling him 
Theodorus and his merchandise might go with his good-will to destruction. 
Nor was he less severe to Hagnon, who sent him word he would buy a 
Corinthian youth named Crobylus, as a present for him. And hearing that 
Damon and Timotheus, two of Parmenio’s Macedonian soldiers, had 
abused the wives of some strangers who were in his pay, he wrote to 
Parmenio, charging him strictly, if he found them guilty, to put them to 
death, as wild beasts that were only made for the mischief of mankind. 
In the same letter he added, that he had not so much as seen or desired to 
see the wife of Darius, no, nor suffered anybody to speak of her beauty 
before him. He was wont to say that sleep and the act of generation 
chiefly made him sensible that he was mortal; as much as to say, that 
weariness and pleasure proceed both from the same frailty and imbecility 
of human nature.

^ In his diet, also, he was most temperate, as appears, omitting many other 
circumstances, by what he said to Ada, whom he adopted, with the title of 
mother, cod afterwards created Queen of Caria. For when she, out of 
kindness, sent him every day many curious dishes and sweetmeats, and 
would ha ve furnished him with some cooks and pastry-men, who were 
thought !o have gieat skill, he told her he wanted none of them, his pre
ceptor, Leonidas, having already given him the best, which were a night 
march o prepare for breakfast, and a moderate breakfast to create an 
appetite for supper. Leonidas also, he added, used to open and search the
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furniture of his chamber and his wardrobe, to see if his mother had left 
him anything that was delicate or superfluous. He was much less addicted 
to wine than was generally believed; that which gave people occasion to 
think so of him was, that when he had nothing else to do, he loved to sit 
long and talk, rather than drink, and over every cup hold a long conversa
tion. For when his affairs called upon him, he would not be detained,^ as 
other generals often were, either by wine, or sleep, nuptial solemnities 
spectacles, or any other diversion whatsoever; a convincing argument o' 
which is, that in the short time he lived, he accomplished so many and so 
great actions. When he was free from employment, after he was up, and 
had sacrificed to the gods, he used to sit down to breakfast, and. then 
spend the rest of the day in hunting, or writing memoirs, giving decisions 
on some military questions, or reading. In marches that required no great 
haste, he would practise shooting as he went along, or to mount a. chariot 
and alight from it in full speed. Sometimes, for sport’s sake, as his journals 
tell us, he would hunt foxes and go fowling. When he came in for the eve
ning, after he had bathed and was anointed, he would call for his bakers 
and chief cooks, to know if they had his dinner ready. He never cared to 
dine till it was pretty late and beginning to be dark, and was wonderfully 
circumspect at meals that every one who sat with him should be served 
alike and with proper attention; and his love of talking, as was said before, 
made him delight to sit long at his wine. And then, though otherwise no 
prince’s conversation was ever so agreeable, he would fall into a temper of 
ostentation and soldierly boasting, which gave his flatterers a great ad
vantage to ride him, and made his better friends very uneasy. For though 
they thought it too base to strive who should flatter him most, yet they 
found it hazardous not to do it; so that between the shame and the 
dan'-er, they were in a great strait how to behave themselves. After such 
an entertainment, he was wont to bathe, and then perhaps he would, sleep 
till noon, and sometimes all day long. He was so very temperate in his 
eating, that when any rare fish or fruits were sent him, he. would distribute 
them among his friends, and often reserve nothing for himself. His table, 
however, was always magnificent, the expense of it still increasing with 
his good fortune, till it amounted to ten thousand drachmas a day, to.which 
sum he limited it, and beyond this he would suffer none to lay out in any 
entertainment where he himself was the guest.

After the battle of Issus, he sent to Damascus to seize upon the money 
and baggage, the wives and children, of the Persians, of which spoil the 
Thessalian horsemen had the greatest share; for he had taken particular 
notice of their gallantry in the fight, and sent them thither on purpose 
to make their reward suitable to their courage. Not but that the rest of 
the army had so considerable a part of the booty as was sufficient to 
enrich them all. This, first gave the Macedonians such, a taste of the 
Persian wealth and women and barbaric splendour of living, that they 
were ready to pursue and follow upon it with all the eagerness of hounds 
upon a scent. But Alexander, before he proceeded any further, thought it 
necessary to assure himself of the sea-coast. Those who governed in Cyprus
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when the cup came to him, to make an oration extempore in praise of the 
Macedonians; and he did it with such a flow of eloquence, that all who 
heard it rose from their seats to clap and applaud him, and threw their 
garland upon him; only Alexander told him out of Euripides,—

“I wonder not that you have spoke so well,
’Tis easy on good subjects to excel.”

“Therefore,” said he, “if you will show the force of your eloquence, tell 
my Macedonians their faults, and dispraise them, that by hearing their 
errors they may learn to be better for the future.” Callisthenes presently 
obeyed him, retracting all he had said before, and, inveighing against the 
Macedonians with great freedom, added, that Philip thrived and grew 
powerful, chiefly by the discord of the Grecians, applying this verse to 
him,—
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“In civil strife e’en villains rise to fame;”

which so offended the Macedonians, that he was odious to them ever after. 
And Alexander said, that instead of his eloquence, he had only made his 
ill-will appear in what he had spoken. Hermippus assures us that one 
Strcebus, a servant whom Callisthenes kept to read to him, gave this ac
count of these passages afterwards to Aristotle; and that when he per
ceived the king grow more and more averse to him, two or three times, as 
he was going away, he repeated the verses,—

“Death seiz’d at last on great Patroclus too,
Though he in virtue far exceeded you.”

Not without reason, therefore, did Aristotle give this character of Callis
thenes, that he was, indeed, a powerful speaker, but had no judgment. He 
acted certainly a true philosopher’s part in positively refusing, as he did, 
to pay adoration; and by speaking out openly against that which the best 
and gravest of the Macedonians only repined at in secret, he delivered the 
Grecians and Alexander himself from a great disgrace, when the practice 
was given up. But he ruined himself by it, because he went too roughly 
to work, as if he would have forced the king to that which he should have 
effected by reason and persuasion. Chares of Mitylene writes, that at a 
banquet Alexander, after he had drunk, reached the cup to one of his 
friends, who, on receiving it, rose up towards the domestic altar, and when 
he had drunk, first adored and then kissed Alexander, and afterwards laid 
himself down at the table with the rest. Which they all did one after an
other, till it came to Callisthenes’s turn, who took the cup and drank, while 
the king, who was engaged in conversation with Hephasstion, was not 
observing, and then came and offered to kiss him. But Demetrius, sur- 
named Phidon, interposed, saying, “Sir, by no means let him kiss you, for 
he only of us all has refused to adore you;” upon which the king declined 
it, and all the concern Callisthenes showed was, that he said aloud, “Then 
I go away with a kiss less than the rest.” The displeasure he incurred by
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his wife Cornelia, daughter of Cinna, the late sole ruler of the common
wealth, but was unable to effect it either by promises or intimidation, and 
so contented himself with confiscating her dowry. The ground of Sylla's 
hostility to Caesar was the relationship between him and Marius; hr 
Marius, the elder, married Julia, the sister of Caesar’s father, and had by 
her the younger Marius, who consequently was Caesar’s first cousin. And 
though at the beginning, while so many were to be put to death, and there 
was so much to do, Caesar was overlooked by Sylla, yet he would not keep 
quiet, but presented himself to the people as a candidate for the priest
hood, though he was yet a mere boy. Sylla, without any open opposition, 
took measures to have him rejected, and in consultation whether he should 
be put to death, when it was urged by some that it was not worth his 
while to contrive the death of a boy, he answered, that they knew little 
who did not see more than one Marius in that boy. Cffisar, on being in
formed of this saying, concealed himself, and for a considerable time kept 
out of the way in the country of the Sabines, often changing his quarters, 
till one night, as he was removing from one house to another on account 
of his health, he fell into the hands of Sylla’s soldiers, who were searching 
those parts in order to apprehend any who had absconded. Caesar, by a 
bribe of two talents, prevailed with Cornelius, their captain, to let him go, 
and was no sooner dismissed but he put to sea and made for Bithynia. 
After a short stay there with Nicomedes, the king, in his passage back he 
was taken near the island of Pharmacusa by some of the pirates, who, at 
that time, with large fleets of ships and innumerable smaller vessels, in
fested the seas everywhere.

When these men at first demanded of him twenty talents for his ransom, 
he laughed at them for not understanding the value of their prisoner, and 
voluntarily engaged to give them fifty. He presently despatched those 
about him to several places to raise the money, till at last he was left 
among a set of the most bloodthirsty people in the world, the Cilicians, 
only with one friend and two attendants. Yet he made so little of them, 
that when he had a mind to sleep, he would send to them, and order them 
to make no noise. For thirty-eight days, with all the freedom in the 
world, he amused himself with joining in their exercises and games, as if 
they had not been his keepers, but his guards. He wrote verses and 
speeches, and made them his auditors, and those who did not admire them, 
he called to their faces illiterate and barbarous, and would_ often, in raillery, 
threaten to hang them. They were greatly taken with this, and attributed 
his free talking to a kind of simplicity and boyish playfulness. As soon 
as his ransom was come from Miletus, he paid it, and was discharged, and 
proceeded at once to man some ships at the port of Miletus, and went 
in pursuit of the pirates, whom he surprised with their ships still stationed 
at the island, and took most of them. Their money he made his prize, and 
the men he secured in prison at Pergamus, and he made application to 
Junius, who was then governor of Asia, to whose office it belonged, as 
praetor, to determine their punishment. Junius, having his eye upon the 
money, for the sum was considerable, said he would think at his leisure



what to do with the prisoners, upon which Caesar took his leave of him, 
and went off to Pergamus, where he ordered the pirates to be brought forth 
and crucified; the punishment he had often threatened them with whilst 
he was in their hands, and they little dreamt he was in earnest.

In the meantime Sylla’s power being now on the decline, Ciesar’s friends 
advised him to return to Rome, but he went to Rhodes, and entered him
self in the school of Apollonius, Melon’s son, a famous rhetorician, one 
who had the reputation of a worthy man, and had Cicero for one of his 
scholars. Cxsar is said to have been admirably fitted by nature to make 
a great statesman and orator, and to have taken such pains to improve 
his genius this way that without dispute he might challenge the second 
place. More he did not aim at, as choosing to be first rather amongst men 
of arms and power, and, therefore, never rose to that height of eloquence 
to which nature would have carried him, his attention being diverted to 
those expeditions and designs which at length gained him the empire. And 
he himself, in his answer to Cicero’s panegyric on Cato, desires his reader 
not to compare the plain discourse of a soldier with the harangues of an 
orator who had not only fine parts, but had employed his life in this study.

When he was returned to Rome, he accused Dolabella of mal-adminis- 
tration, and many cities of Greece came in to attest it. Dolabella was 
acquitted, and Caesar, in return for the support he had received from the 
Greeks, assisted them in their prosecution of Publius Antonius for corrupt 
practices, before Marcus Lucullus, praetor of Macedonia. In this course 
he so far succeeded, that Antonius was forced to appeal to the tribunes at 
Rome, alleging that in Greece he could not have fair play against Grecians. 
In his pleadings at Rome, his eloquence soon obtained him great credit 
and favour, and he won no less upon the affections of the people by the 
affability of his manners and address, in which he showed a tact and 
consideration beyond what could have been expected at his age; and the 
open house he kept, the entertainments he gave, and the general splendour 
of his manner of life contributed little by little to create and increase his 
political influence. His enemies slighted the growth of it at first, presum
ing it would soon fail when his money was gone; whilst in the meantime 
it was growing up and flourishing among the common people. When his 
power at last was established and not to be overthrown, and now openly 
tended to the altering of the whole constitution, they were aware too late 
that there is no beginning so mean, which continued application will not 
make considerable, and that despising a danger at first will make it at last 
n resistible. Cicero was the first who had any suspicions of his designs upon 
the government, and as a good pilot is apprehensive of a storm when the 
sea is most smiling, saw the designing temper of the man through this 
disguise of good humour and affability, and said that, in general, in all 
he did and undertook, he detected the ambition for absolute power, “but 
when I see his hair so carefully arranged, and observe him adjusting it 
with one finger, I cannot imagine it should enter into such a man’s thoughts 
to subvert the Roman state.” But of this more hereafter.

rue fust proof he had of the people’s good-will to him was when he
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ance with the fable, a consecrated serpent is placed by the goddess. It 
is not lawful for a man to be by, nor so much as in the house, whilst the 
rites are celebrated, but the women by themselves perform the sacred 
offices, which are said to be much the same with those used in the 
solemnities of Orpheus. When the festival comes, the husband who is 
either consul or praetor, and with him every male creature, quits the house 
ihe wife then taking it under her care sets it in order, and the principal 
ceremonies are performed during the night, the women playing together 
amongst themselves as they keep watch, and music of various kinds 
going on.

As Pompeia was at that time celebrating this feast, Clodius, who as yet 
had no beard, and so thought to pass undiscovered, took upon him the 
dress and ornaments of a singing woman, and so came thither, having the 

0 , y°unS girl; Finding the doors open, he was without any stop intro
duced by the maid, who was in the intrigue. She presently ran to tell 
Pompeia, but as she was away a long time, he grew uneasy in waiting for 
her, and left his post and traversed the house from one room to another 
still taking care to avoid the lights, till at last Aurelia’s woman met him! 
and invited him to play with her, as the women did among themselves. 
He refused to comply, and she presently pulled him forward, and asked 
him who he was and whence he came. Clodius told her he was waiting for 
Pompeia s own maid, Abra, being in fact her own name also, and as he 
said.so, betrayed himself by his voice. Upon which the woman shrieking 
ran into the company where there were lights, and cried out she had dis- 
covered a man. The women were all in a fright. Aurelia covered up the 
sacred things and stopped the proceedings, and having ordered the doors 
to be shut, went about with lights to find Clodius, who was got into the 
maid s room that he had come in with, and was seized there. The women 
knew him, and drove him out of doors, and at once, that same night 
went home and told their husbands the story. In the morning, it was all 
about the town, what an impious attempt Clodius had made, and how 
i.e,i°U« *;0jk*: Pun*shed as an offender, not only against those whom he 
had offended, but also against the public and the gods. Upon which one 
ot the.tribunes impeached him for profaning the holy rites, and some of 
the prmcipal senators combined together and gave evidence against him, 
that besides many other horrible crimes, he had been guilty of "incest with 
his own sister, who.was married to Lucullus. But the people set themselves 
against this combination of the nobility, and defended Clodius, which 
was of great service to him with the judges, who took alarm and were 
aii.aid to provoke the multitude. Ca;sar at once dismissed Pompeia but 
being summoned as. a witness against Clodius, said he had nothing to 
charge him with. This looking like a paradox, the accuser asked him why 
he parted with his wife. Caesar replied, “I wished my wife to be not so 
much as suspected.” Some say that Caesar spoke this as his real thought, 
others, that he did it to gratify the people, who were very earnest to save 
Clodius. Clodius, at any rate, escaped; most of the judges giving their 
opinions so written as to be illegible that they might not be in danger
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from the people by condemning him, nor in disgrace with the nobility by
acquitting him. . .v

Caesar, in the meantime, being out of his praetorship, had got the prov
ince of Spain, but was in great embarrassment with his creditors, who, 
as he was going off, came upon him, and were very pressing and importu
nate This led him to apply himself to Crassus, who was the richest man 
in Rome, but wanted Caesar’s youthful vigour and heat to sustain the 
opposition against Pompey. Crassus took upon him to satisfy “ose 
creditors who were most uneasy to him, and would not be put off any 
longer and engaged himself to the amount of eight hundred and thirty 
talents, upon which Caesar was now at liberty to go to his province. In his 
journey, as he was crossing the Alps, and passing by a small village, of the 
barbarians with but few inhabitants, and those wretchedly poor, his com
panions asked the question among themselves by way of mockery, if 
there were any canvassing for offices there; any contention w^ch should 
be uppermost, or feuds of great men one against another. To which Csesar 
mad?Panswer seriously, “For my part, I had rather be.the ^st man among 
these fellows, than the second man in Rome. It is said that another 
time when free from business in Spain, after reading some Part of 
history of Alexander, he sat a great while very thoughtful, and at last burst 
out into tears. His friends were surprised, and asked him the reason of it 
“Do you think,” said he, “I have not just cause to weep, when I consider 
that Alexander at my age had conquered so many .I ha^ a^
this time done nothing that is memorable. As soon as he came into Spam 
he was very active, and in a few days had got together ten new cohorts of 
foot in addition to the twenty which were there before. With thcsehc 
marched against the Calaici and Lusitam and conquered them, and ad
vancing as far as the ocean, subdued the tribes which never before had been 
subject to the Romans. Having managed his military, affairs with good 
success he was equally happy in the course of his civil government. He 
took pains to establish a good understanding amongst the several states 
and no less care to heal the differences between debtors and creditors. He 
ordered that the creditor should receive two parts of the debtor s year y 
income, and that the other part should be managed by the ddbtor himself 
till by this method the whole debt was at last discharged. This conduct 
madehim leave his province with a fair reputation; being rich himself, 
and having enriched his soldiers, and having received from them the
h0ThUerebise a'liuv amJng'th^Romans, that whoever desires the honour of 
a triumph must stay without the city and expect his answer. And another 
that those who stand for the consulship shall appear personally upon the 
place. Caesar was come home at the very time of choosing consuls, and 
being in a difficulty between these two opposite laws, sent to the senate 
to desire that, since he was obliged to be absent he might sue for the 
consulship by his friends. Cato, being backed by the law,, at first opposed 
his request; afterwards perceiving, that Csesar.had prevailed with.a great 
part of the senate to comply with it, he made it his business to gam time,



and went on wasting the whole day in speaking. Upon which Caesar thought 
fit to let. the triumph fall, and pursued the consulship. Entering the town 
and coming forward immediately, he had recourse to a piece of state policy 
by which everybody was deceived but Cato. This was the reconciling of 
Crassus and Pompey, the two men who then were most powerful in Rome. 
There had been a quarrel between them, which he now succeeded in 
making up, and by this means strengthened himself by the united power 
of both, and so under the cover of an action which carried all the ap- 
pearance of a piece of kindness and good-nature, caused what was in 
effect a revolution in the government. For it was not the quarrel between 
Pompey and Caesar, as most men imagine, which was the origin of the civil 
wars, but their union, their conspiring together at first to subvert the 
aristocracy, and so quarrelling afterwards between themselves., Cato, who 
often foretold what the consequence of this alliance would bePHSa then 
the character of a sullen, interfering man, but in the end the reputation 

I a wise but unsuccessful counsellor.
Thus Caesar, being doubly supported by the interests of Crassus and 

1 ompey was. promoted to the consulship, and triumphantly proclaimed 
with Calpurnius Bibulus. When he entered on his office he brought in bills 
which would have been preferred with better grace by the most audacious 
of the tribunes than by a consul, in which he proposed the plantation of 
colonies and the division of lands, simply to please the commonalty. The 
best and most honourable of the senators opposed it, upon which, as he 
had long wished for nothing more than for such a colourable pretext, he 
loudly protested how much it was against his will to be driven to seek 
support from the people, and how the senate’s insulting and harsh conduct 
left no other course possible for him than to devote himself henceforth to 
the popular cause and interest. And so he hurried out of the senate, and 
presenting himself to the people, and there placing Crassus and Pompey, 
one on each side of him, he asked them whether they consented to the bills 
he had proposed.. They owned their assent, upon which he desired them 
to assist him against those who had threatened to oppose him with their 
swords. They engaged they would, and Pompey added further, that he 
would meet their swords with a sword and buckler too. These words the 
nobles much resented, as neither suitable to his own dignity, nor becoming 
the reverence due to the senate, but resembling rather the vehemence ol 
a boy or the fury of a madman. But the people were pleased with it. In 
ordei to get a yet firmer hold upon Pompey, Csesar having a daughter. 
Julia, who had been before contracted to Servilius Ciepio, now betrothed 
her to Pompey, and told Servilius he should have Pompey’s daughter, who 
was not unengaged either, but promised to Sylla’s son, Faustus. A little 
time after, Caesar married Calpurnia, the daughter of Piso, and got Piso 
made consul.for the year following. Cato exclaimed loudly against this and 
protested, with a great deal of warmth, that it was intolerable the’gov
ernment should be prostituted by marriages, and that they should ad
vance one another to the commands of armies, provinces, and other great 
posts, by means of women. Bibulus, Csesar’s colleague, finding it was
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to no purpose to oppose his bills, but that he was in danger of being 
murdered in the forum, as also was Cato, confined himself to his house, 
and there let the remaining part of his consulship expire. Pompey, when 
he was married, at once filled the forum with soldiers, and gave the people 
his help in passing the new laws, and secured Csesar the government of 
all Gaul, both on this and the other side of the Alps, together with Illyri- 
cum, and the command of four legions for five years. Cato made some 
attempts against these proceedings, but was seized and led off on the way 
to prison by Csesar, who expected that he would appeal to the tribunes. 
But when he saw that Cato went along without speaking a word, and not 
only the nobility were indignant, but the people also, out of respect for 
Cato’s virtue, were following in silence, and with dejected looks, he him
self privately desired one of the tribunes to rescue Cato. As for the other 
senators, some few of them attended the house, the rest, being disgusted, 
absented themselves. Plence Considius, a very old man, took occasion one 
day to tell Caesar that the senators did not meet because they were afraid 
of his soldiers, Caesar asked, “Why don’t you, then, out of the same fear, 
keep at home?” To which Considius replied, that age was his guard against 
fear, and that the small remains of his life were not worth much caution. 
But the most disgraceful thing that was done in Caesar’s consulship was 
his assisting to gain the tribuneship for the same Clodius who had. made 
the attempt on his wife’s chastity and intruded upon the secret vigils. He 
was elected on purpose to effect Cicero’s downfall; nor did Caesar leave 
the city to join his army till they two had overpowered Cicero and driven 
him out of Italy.

Thus far have we followed Caesar’s actions before the wars of Gaul. 
After this, he seems to begin his course afresh, and to enter upon a new 
life and scene of action. And the period of those wars which he now fought, 
and those many expeditions in which he subdued Gaul, showed him to be 
a soldier and general not in the least inferior to any of the greatest and 
most admired commanders who had ever appeared at the head of armies. 
For if we compare him with the Fabii, the Metelli, the Scipios, and with 
those who were his contemporaries, or not long before him, Sylla, Marius, 
the Luculli, or even Pompey himself, whose glory, it may be said, went up 
at that time to heaven for every excellence in war, we shall find Csesar’s 
actions to have surpassed them all. One he may be held to have outdone 
in consideration of the difficulty of the country in which he fought, an
other in the extent of territory which he conquered; some, in the number 
and strength of the enemy whom he defeated; one man, because of the 
wildness and perfidiousness of the tribes whose good-will he conciliated., 
another in his humanity and clemency to those he overpowered; others, 
again, in his gifts and kindnesses to his soldiers; all alike in the number 
of the battles which he fought and the enemies whom he killed. For he 
had not pursued the wars in Gaul full ten years when he had taken by 
storm above eight hundred towns, subdued three hundred states, and of the 
three millions of men, who made up the gross sum of those- with whom
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at several times he engaged, he had killed one million and taken captive 
a second.

He was so much master of the good-will and hearty service of his soldiers 
that those who in other expeditions were but ordinary men displayed a 
courage past defeating or withstanding when they went upon any danger 
where Czesar’s glory was concerned. Such a one was Acilius, who, in the 
sea-fight before Marseilles, had his right hand struck off with a sword, 
yet did not quit his buckler out of his left, but struck the enemies in the 
face with it, till he drove them off and made himself master of the vessel. 
Such another was Cassius Scaeva, who, in a battle near Dyrrhachium, had 
one of his eyes shot out with an arrow, his shoulder pierced with one 
javelin, and his thigh with another; and having received one hundred and 
thirty darts upon his target, called to the enemy, as though he would 
surrender himself. But when two of them came up to him, he cut off the 
shoulder of one with a sword, and by a blow over the face forced the other 
to retire, and so with the assistance of his friends, who now came up, 
made his escape. Again, in Britain, when some of the foremost officers had 
accidentally got into a morass full of water, and there were assaulted by 
the enemy, a common soldier, whilst Caesar stood and looked on, threw 
himself in the midst of them, and after many signal demonstrations of his 
valour, rescued the officers and beat off the barbarians. He himself, in the 
end, took to the water, and with much difficulty, partly by swimming, 
partly by wading, passed it, but in the passage lost his shield. Caesar and 
his officers saw it and admired, and went to meet him with joy and accla
mation. But the soldier, much dejected and in tears, threw himself down 
at Caesar’s feet and begged his pardon for having let go his buckler. An
other time in Africa, Scipio having taken a ship of Caesar’s in which 
Granius Petro, lately appointed quaestor, was sailing, gave the other pas
sengers as free prize to his soldiers, but thought fit to offer the quaestor his 
life. But he said it was not usual for Caesar’s soldiers to take but give 
mercy, and having said so, fell upon his sword and killed himself.

This love of honour and passion for distinction were inspired into them 
and cherished in them by Caesar himself, who, by his unsparing distribution 
of money and honours, showed them that he did not heap up wealth from 
the wars for his own luxury, or the gratifying his private pleasures, but 
that all he received was but a public fund laid by the reward and en
couragement of valour, and that he looked upon all he gave to deserving 
soldiers as so much increase to his own riches. Added to this also, there was 
no danger to which he did not willingly expose himself, no labour from 
which he pleaded an exemption. His contempt of danger was not so much 
Wondered at by his soldiers because they knew how much he coveted hon- 
'our. But his enduring so much hardship, which he did to all appearance 
beyond his natural strength, very much astonished them. For he was a 
spare man, had a soft and white skin, was distempered in the head and 
subject to an epilepsy, which, it is said, first seized him at Corduba. But 
ne did not make the weakness of his constitution a pretext for his ease, 
but rather used war as the best physic against his indispositions; whilst,
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by indefatigable journeys, coarse diet, frequent lodging in the field, and 
continual laborious exercise, he struggled with his diseases and fortified 
his body against all attacks. He slept generally in his chariots or litters, 
employing even his rest in pursuit of action. In the day he was thus carried 
to the forts, garrisons, and camps, one servant sitting with him, who used 
to write down what he dictated as he went, and a soldier attending behind 
him with his sword drawn. He drove so rapidly that when he first left 
Rome he arrived at the river Rhone within eight days. He had been an 
expert rider from his childhood; for it was usual with him to sit with his 
hands joined together behind his back, and so to put his horse to its full 
speed. And in this war he disciplined himself so far as to be able to dictate 
letters from on horseback, and to give directions to two who took notes at 
the same time or, as Oppius says, to more. And it is thought that he was the 
first who contrived means for communicating with friends by cipher, when 
either press of business, or the large extent of the city, left him no time for 
a personal conference about matters that required despatch. How little 
nice he was in his diet may be seen in the following instance. When at the 
table of Valerius Leo, who entertained him at supper at Milan, a dish of 
asparagus was put before him on which his host instead of oil had poured 
sweet ointment, Caesar partook of it without any disgust, and reprimanded 
his friends for finding fault with it. “For it was enough,” said he, “not to 
eat what you did not like; but he who reflects on another man’s want of 
breeding, shows he wants it as much -himself.” Another time upon the 
road he was driven by a storm into a poor man’s cottage, where he found 
but one room, and that such as would afford but a mean reception to a 
single person, and therefore told his companions places of honour should 
be given up to the greater men, and necessary accommodations to the 
weaker, and accordingly ordered that Oppius, who was in bad health, 
should lodge within, whilst he and the rest slept under a shed at the door.

His first war in Gaul was against the Flelvetians and Tigurini, who 
having burnt their own towns, twelve in number, and four hundred vil
lages, would have marched forward through that part of Gaul which was 
included in the Roman province, as the Cimbrians and Teutons formerly 
had done. Nor were they inferior to these in courage; and in numbers they 
were equal, being in all three hundred thousand, of which one hundred 
and ninety thousand were fighting men. Ceesar did not engage the Tigurini 
in person, but Labienus, under his directions, routed them near the rivet 
Arar. The Helvetians surprised Caesar, and unexpectedly' set upon him as 
he was conducting his army to a confederate town. He succeeded, how
ever, in making his retreat into a strong position, where, when he had 
mustered and marshalled his men, his horse was brought to him; upon 
which he said, “When I have won the battle, I will use my horse for the 
chase, but at present let us go against the enemy,” and accordingly 
charged them on foot. After a long and severe combat, he drove the main 
army out of the field, but found the hardest work at their carriages and 
ramparts, where not only the men stood and fought, but the women also 
and children defended thepiselves till they were cut to pieces; insomuch



and Appius, the governor of Sardinia, and Nepos, the pro-consul of Spain, 
so that there were in the place at one time one hundred and twenty lictors 
and more than two hundred senators. In deliberation here held, it was 
determined that Pompey and Crassus should be consuls again for the 
following year; that Caesar should have a fresh supply of money, and 
that his command should be renewed to him for five years more. It seemed 
very extravagant to all thinking men that those very persons who had 
received so much money from Caesar should persuade the senate to grant 
him more, as if he were in want. Though in truth it was not so much upon 
persuasion as compulsion that, with sorrow and groans for their own acts, 
they passed the measure. Cato was not present, for they had sent him 
seasonably out of the way into Cyprus; but Favonius, who was a zealous 
imitator of Cato, when he found he could do no good by opposing it, broke 
out of the house, and loudly declaimed against these proceedings to the 
people, but none gave him any hearing; some slighting him out of respect 
to Crassus and Pompey, and the greater part to gratify Csesar, on whom 
depended their hopes.

After this, Csesar returned again to his forces in Gaul, when he found 
that country involved in a dangerous war, two strong nations of the 
Germans having lately passed the Rhine to conquer it; one of them called 
the Usipes, the other the Tenteritse. Of the war with the people, Csesar 
himself has given this account in his commentaries, that the barbarians, 
having sent ambassadors to treat with him, did, during the treaty, set 
upon him in his march, by which means with eight hundred men they 
routed five thousand of his horse, who did not suspect their coming; that 
afterwards they sent other ambassadors to renew the same fraudulent 
practices, whom he kept in custody, and led on his army against the bar
barians, as judging it mere simplicity to keep faith with those who had so 
faithlessly broken the terms they had agreed to. But Tanusius states that 
when the senate decreed festivals and sacrifices for this victory, Cato 
declared it to be his opinion that Csesar ought to be given into the hands 
of the barbarians, that so the guilt which this breach of faith might 
otherwise bring upon the state might be expiated by transferring the 
curse on him, who was the occasion of it. Of those who passed the Rhine, 
there were four hundred thousand cut off; those few who escaped were 
sheltered by the Sugambri, a people of Germany. Csesar took hold of 
this pretence to invade the Germans, being at the same time ambitious of 
the honour of being the first man that should pass the Rhine with an army. 
He carried a bridge across it, though it was very wide, and the current at 
that particular point very full, strong, and violent, bringing down with its 
waters trunks of trees, and other lumber, which much shook ancf weakened 
the foundations of his bridge. But he drove great piles of wood into the 
bottom of the river above the passage, to catch and stoo these as they 
floated down, and thus fixing his bridle upon -the stream, successfully 
finished his bridge, which no one who saw could believe to be the work 
but of ten days.

In the passage of his army over it he met with no opposition: the Suevi

868 plutarch’s lives



C^SAR 8S1
For they thought no phalanx of infantry could be solid enough to sustain 
such a shock, but that they must necessarily be broken and shattered all 
to pieces upon the onset of so immense a force of cavalry. When they were 
ready on both sides to give the signal for battle, Pompey commanded his 
foot, who were in the front, to stand their ground, and without breaking 
their order, receive, quietly, the enemy’s first attack, till they came within 
javelin s cast. Caesar, in this respect, also, blames Pompey’s generalship, 
as if he had not been aware how the first encounter, when made with an 
impetus and upon the run, gives weight and force to the strokes, and fires 
the men s spirits into a flame, which the general concurrence fans to full 
heat. He himself was just putting the troops into motion and advancing to 
the action, when he found one of his captains, a trusty and experienced 
soldier, encouraging his men to exert their utmost. Caesar called him 
by his name, and said, “What hopes, Caius Crassinius, and what grounds 
for encouragement?” Crassinius stretched out his hand, and cried in a 
loud voice, “We shall conquer nobly, Caesar; and I this day will deserve 
your praises, either alive or dead.” So he said, and was the first man to 
run in upon the enemy, followed by the hundred and twenty soldiers 
about him, and breaking through the first rank, still pressed on forwards 
with much slaughter of the enemy, till at last he was struck back by the 
wound of a sword, which went in at his mouth with such force that it came 
out at his neck behind.

Whilst the foot was thus sharply engaged in the main battle, on the 
flank Pompey’s horse rode up confidently, and opened their ranks very 
wide, that they might surround the right wing of Caesar. But before they 
engaged, Caesar’s cohorts rushed out and attacked them, and did not dart 
their javelins at a distance, nor strike at the thighs and legs, as they 
usually did in close battle, but aimed at their faces. For thus Caesar had 
instructed them, in hopes that young gentlemen, who had not known much 
of battles and wounds, but came wearing their hair long, in the flower of 
their age and height of their beauty, would be more apprehensive of such 
blows, and not care for hazarding both a danger at present and a blemish 
for the future. And so it proved, for they were so far from bearing the 
stroke of the javelins, that they could not stand the sight of them, but 
turned about, and covered their faces to secure them. Once in disorder, 
presently they turned about to fly; and so most shamefully ruined all. For 
those who had beat them back at once outflanked the infantry, and falling 
on their rear, cut them to pieces. Pompey, who commanded the other wing 
of the army, when he saw his cavalry thus broken and flying, was no 
longer himself, nor did he now remember that he was Pompey the Great, 
but, like one whom some god had deprived of his senses, retired to his 
tent without speaking a word, and there sat to expect the event, till the 
whole army was routed and the enemy appeared upon the works which 
were thrown up before the camp, where they closely engaged with his men 
who were posted there to defend it. Then first he seemed to have re
covered his senses, and uttering, it is said, only these words, “What, into 
the camp too?” he laid aside his general’s habit, and putting on such
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clothes as might best favour his flight, stole off. What fortune he met 
with afterwards, how he took shelter in Egypt, and was murdered there, 
we tell you in his Life.

Caesar, when he came to view Pompey’s camp, and saw some of his op
ponents dead upon the ground, others dying, said, with a groan, “This they 
would have; they brought me to this necessity. I, Caius Csesar, after suc
ceeding in so many wars, had been condemned had I dismissed my army.” 
These words, Pollio says, Csesar spoke in Latin at that time, and that he 
himself wrote them in Greek; adding, that those who were killed at the 
taking of the camp were most of them servants; and that not above six 
thousand soldiers fell. Csesar incorporated most of the foot whom he took 
prisoners with his own legions, and gave a free pardon to many of the 
distinguished persons, and amongst the rest to Brutus, who afterwards 
killed him. He did not immediately appear after the battle was over, which 
put Csesar, it is said, into great anxiety for him; nor was his pleasure less 
when he saw him present himself alive.

There were many prodigies that foreshadowed this victory, but the 
most remarkable that we are told of was that at Tralles. In the temple 
of Victory stood Caesar’s statue. The ground on which it stood was 
naturally hard and solid, and the stone with which it was paved still 
harder; yet it is said that a palm-tree shot itself up near the pedestal of 
this statue. In the city of Padua, one Caius Cornelius, who had the charac
ter of a good augur, the fellow-citizen and acquaintance of Livy, the his
torian, happened to be making some augural observations that very day 
when the battle was fought. And first, as Livy tells us, he pointed out the 
time of the fight, and said to those who were by him that Just then the 
battle was begun and the men engaged. When he looked a second time, and 
observed the omens, he leaped up as if he had been inspired, and cried out, 
“Csesar, you are victorious.” This much surprised the standers-by, but he 
took the garland which he had on from his head, and swore he would never 
wear it again till the event should give authority to his art. This Livy 
positively states for a truth.

Csesar, as a memorial of his victory, gave the Thessalians their freedom, 
and then went in pursuit of Pompey. When he was come into Asia, to 
gratify Theopompus, the author of the collection of fables, he enfranchised 
the Cnidians, and remitted one-third of their tribute to all the people of the 
province of Asia. When he came to Alexandria, where Pompey was already 
murdered, he would not look upon Theodotus, who presented him with his 
head, but taking only his signet, shed tears. Those of Pompey’s friends 
who had been arrested by the King of Egypt, as they were wandering in 
those parts, he relieved, and offered them his own friendship. In his letter 
to his friends at Rome, he told them that the greatest and most signal 
pleasure his victory had given him was to be able continually to save the 
lives of fellow-citizens who had fought against him. As to the war in 
Egypt, some say it was at once dangerous and dishonourable, and noways 
necessary, but occasioned only by his passion for Cleopatra. Others blame 
the ministers of the king, and especially the eunuch Pothinus, who was



excellent a subject was sure to be in every one’s hands. This touched Csesar, 
who looked upon a panegyric on his enemies as no better than an invective 
against himself; and therefore he made in his Anti-Cato a collection of 
whatever could be said in his derogation. The two compositions, like Cato 
and Csesar themselves, have each of them their several admirers.

Csesar, upon his return to Rome, did not omit to pronounce before the 
people a magnificent account of his victory, telling them that he had sub
dued a country which would supply the public every year with two hundred 
thousand attic bushels of corn and three million pounds’ weight of oil. He 
then led three triumphs for Egypt, Pontus, and Africa, the last for the 
victory over, not Scipio, but King Juba, as it was professed, whose little 
son was then carried in the triumph, the happiest captive that ever was, 
who, of a barbarian Numidian, came by this means to obtain a place 
among the most learned historians of Greece. After the triumphs, he dis
tributed rewards to his soldiers, and treated the people with feasting and 
shows. He entertained the whole people together at one feast, where twenty- 
two thousand dining couches were laid out; and he made a display of 
gladiators, and of battles by sea, in honour, as he said, of his daughter 
Julia, though she had been long since dead. When these shows were over, 
an account was taken of the people who, from three hundred and twenty 
thousand, were now reduced to one hundred and fifty thousand. So great 
a waste had the civil war made in Rome alone, not to mention what the 
other parts of Italy and the provinces suffered.

He was now chosen a fourth time consul, and went into Spain against 
Pompey’s sons. They were but young, yet had gathered together a very 
numerous army, and showed they had courage and conduct to command 
it, so that Cffisar was in extreme danger. The great battle was near the 
town of Munda, in which Csesar, seeing his men hard pressed, and making 
but a weak resistance, ran through the ranks among the soldiers, and cry
ing out, asked them whether they were not ashamed to deliver him into the 
hands of boys? At last, with great difficulty, and the best efforts he could 
make, he forced back the enemy, killing thirty thousand of them, though 
with the loss of one thousand of his best men. When he came back from 
the fight, he told his friends that he had often fought for victory, but 
this was the first time he had ever fought for life. This battle was won on 
the feast of Bacchus, the very day in which Pompey, four years before, had 
set out for the war. The younger of Pompey’s sons escaped; but Didius, 
some days after the fight, brought the head of the elder to Csesar. This was 
the last war he was engaged in. The triumph which he celebrated for this 
victory displeased the Romans beyond anything, for he had not defeated 
foreign generals or barbarian kings, but had destroyed the children and 
family of one of the greatest men of Rome, though unfortunate; and it 
did not look well to lead a procession in celebration of the calamities of 
his country, and to rejoice in those things for which no other apology 
could be made either to gods or men than their being absolutely necessary. 
Besides that, hitherto he had never sent letters or messengers to announce
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any victory over his fellow-citizens, but had seemd rather to be ashamed 
of the action than to expect honour from it.

Nevertheless his countrymen, conceding all to his fortune, and accepting 
the bit, in the hope that the government of a single person would give them 
time to breathe after so many civil wars and calamities, made him dictator 
for life. This was indeed a tyranny avowed, since his power now was not 
onlv absolute, but perpetual too. Cicero made the first proposals to the 
senate for conferring honours upon him, which might in some sort be said 
not to exceed the limits of ordinary human moderation. But others, striv
ing which should deserve most, carried them so excessively high, that they 
made Csesar odious to the most indifferent and moderate sort of men, by 
the pretentions and extravagance of the titles which they decreed him. His 
enemies, too, are thought to have had some share in this, as well as his 
flatterers. It gave them advantage against him, and would be their justi
fication for any attempt they should make upon him; for since the civil 
wars were ended, he had nothing else that he could be charged with. And 
they had good reason to decree a temple to Clemency, in token of their 
thanks for the mild use he made of his victory. For he not only pardoned 
many of those who fought against him, but, further, to some gave honours 
and offices; as particularly to Brutus and Cassius, who both of them were 
praetors. Pompey’s images that were thrown down he set up again, upon 
which Cicero also said that by raising Pompey’s statues he had fixed his 
own. When his friends advised him to have a guard, and several offered 
their services, he would not hear of it; but said it was better to suffer 
death once than always to live in fear of it. He looked upon the affections 
of the people to be the best and surest guard, and entertained them again 
with public feasting and general distributions of corn; and to gratify his 
army, he sent out colonies to several places, of which the most remarkable 
were Carthage and Corinth; which as before they had been ruined at the 
same time, so now were restored and repeopled together.

As for the men of high rank, he promised to some of them future con
sulships and prsetorships, some he consoled with other offices and honours, 
and to all held out hopes of favour by the solicitude he showed to rule 
with the general good-will, insomuch that upon the death of Maximus one 
day before his consulship was ended, he made Caninius Revilius consul for 
that day. And when many went to pay the usual compliments and atten
tions to the new consul, “Let us make haste,” said Cicero, “lest the man 
be gone out of his office before we come.”

Caesar was born to do great things, and had a passion after honour, 
and the many noble exploits he had done did not now serve as an in
ducement to him to sit still and reap the fruit of his past labours, but 
were incentives and encouragements to go on, and raised in him ideas of 
still greater actions, and a desire of new glory, as if the present were all 
spent. It was in fact a sort of emulous struggle with himself, as it had 
been with another, how he might outdo his past actions by his future. In 
pursuit of these thoughts, he resolved to make war upon the Parthians, and 
when he had subdued them, to pass through Hyrcania; thence to march
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along by the Caspian Sea to Mount Caucasus, and so on about Pontus, 
till he came into Scythia; then to overrun all the countries bordering upon 
Germany, and Germany itself; and so to return through Gaul into Italy, 
after completing the whole circle of his intended empire, and bounding 
it on every side by the ocean. While preparations were making for this 
expedition, he proposed to dig through the isthmus on which Corinth 
stands; and appointed Anienus to superintend the work. He had also a 
design of diverting the Tiber, and carrying it by a deep channel directly 
from Rome to Circeii, and so into the sea near Tarracina, that there might 
be a safe and easy passage for all merchants who traded to Rome. Besides 
this, he intended to drain all the marshes by Pomentium and Setia, and gain 
ground enough from the water to employ many thousands of men in 
tillage. He proposed further to make great mounds on the shore nearest 
Rome, to hinder the sea from breaking in upon the land, to clear the coast 
at Ostia of all the hidden rocks and shoals that made it unsafe for shipping 
and to form ports and harbours fit to receive the large number of vessels 
that would frequent them.

These things were designed without being carried into effect; but his 
reformation of the calendar in order to rectify the irregularity of time was 
not only projected with great scientific ingenuity, but was brought to its 
completion, and proved of very great use. For it was not only in ancient 
time that the Romans had wanted a certain rule to make the revolutions of 
their months fall in with the course of the year, so that their festivals and 
solemn days for sacrifice were removed by little and little, till at last 
they came to be kept at seasons quite the contrary to what was at first 
intended, but even at this time the people had no way of computing the 
solar year; only the priests could say the time, and they, at their pleasure, 
without giving any notice, slipped in the intercalary month, which thev 
called Mercedonius. Numa was the first who put in this month, but his 
expedient was but a poor one and quite inadequate to correct all the errors 
that arose in the returns of the annual cycles, as we have shown in his 
life. Caesar called in the best philosophers and mathematicians of his 
time to settle the point, and out of the systems he had before him formed 
a new and more exact method of correcting the calendar, which the Romans 
use to this day, and seem to succeed better than any nation in avoiding 
the errors occasioned by the inequality of the cycles. Yet even this gave 
offence to those who looked with an evil eye on his position, and felt op
pressed by his power. Cicero the orator, when some one in his company 
chanced to say the next morning Lyra would rise, replied, “Yes, 
in accordance with the edict,” as if even this were a matter of compulsion.

But that which brought upon him the most apparent and mortal hatred 
was his desire of being king; which gave the common people the first 
occasion to quarrel with him, and proved the most specious pretence to 
those who had been his secret enemies all along. Those who would have 
procured him that title gave it out that it was foretold in the Sibyls’ books 
that the Romans should conquer the Parthians when they fought against 
them under the conduct of a king, but not before. And one day, as Caesar



and Cato standing up, as it were by inspiration, foretold all the miseries 
that afterwards befell the state, exhorted them to beware of Pompey and 
Crassus, who were guilty of such things, and had laid such designs, that 
they might well fear to have Cato prastor. When he had ended this speech, 
he was followed to his house by a greater number of people than all the 
new praetors elect put together.

Caius Trebonius now proposed the law for allotting provinces to the 
consuls, one of whom was to have Spain and Africa, the other Egypt and 
Syria, with full power of making war, and carrying it on both by sea and 
land, as they should think fit. When this was proposed, all others de- 

^ spaired of putting any stop to it, and neither did nor said anything against 
it. But Cato, before the voting began, went up into the place of speaking, 
and desiring to be heard, was with much difficulty allowed two hours to 
speak. Having spent that time in informing them and reasoning with 
them, and in foretelling to them much that was to come, he was not 
suffered to speak any longer; but as he was going on, a serjeant came and 
pulled him down; yet when he was down, he still continued speaking 
in a loud voice, and finding many to listen to him, and join in his indigna
tion. Then the serjeant took him, and forced him out of the forum; but 
as soon as he got loose, he returned again to the place of speaking, crying 
out to the people to stand by him. When he had done thus several times, 
Trebonius grew very angry, and commanded him to be carried to prison; 
but the multitude followed him, and listened to the speech which he made 
to them as he went along; so that Trebonius began to be afraid again, 
and ordered him to be released. Thus that day was expended, and the busi
ness staved off by Cato. But in the days succeeding, many of the citizens 
being overawed by fears and threats, and others won by gifts and favours, 
Aquillius, one of the tribunes, they kept by an armed force within the 
senate-house; Cato, who cried it thundered, they drove out of the forum; 
many were wounded, and some slain; and at length by open force they 
passed the law. At this many were so incensed that they got together and 
were going to throw down the statues of Pompey; but Cato went and 
diverted them from that design.

Again, another law was proposed, concerning the provinces and legions 
of Caesar. Upon this occasion Cato did not apply himself to the people, 
but appealed to Pompey himself; and told him, he did not consider now 
that he was setting Caesar upon his own shoulders, who would shortly 
grow too weighty for him; and at length, not able to lay down the burden, 
nor yet to bear it any longer, he would precipitate both it and himself 
with it upon the commonwealth; and then he would remember Cato’s 
advice, which was no less advantageous to him than just and honest in 
itself. Thus was Pompey often warned, but still disregarded and slighted it, 
never mistrusting Caesar’s change, and always confiding in his own power 
and good fortune.

Cato was made praetor the following year; but, it seems, he did not do 
more honour and credit to the office by his signal integrity than he dis
graced and diminished it by his strange behaviour. For he would often
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come to the court without his shoes, and sit upon the bench without any 
undergarment, and in this attire would give judgment in capital causes, 
and upon persons of the highest rank. It is said, also, he used to drink 
wine after his morning meal, and then transact the business of his office; 
but this was wrongfully reported of him. The people were at that time 
extremely corrupted by the gifts of those who sought offices, and most 
made a constant trade of selling their voices. Cato was eager utterly to 
root this corruption out of the commonwealth; he therefore persuaded the 
senate to make an order, that those who were chosen into any office, though 
nobody should accuse them, should be obliged to come into the court, and 
give account upon oath of their proceedings in their election. This was 
extremely obnoxious to those who stood for the offices, and yet more to 
those vast numbers who took the bribes. Insomuch that one morning, as 
Cato was going to the tribunal, a great multitude of people flocked to
gether, and with loud cries and maledictions reviled him, and threw stones 
at him. Those that were about the tribunal presently fled, and Cato him
self being forced thence, and jostled about in the throng, very narrowly 
escaped the stones that were thrown at him, and with much difficulty got 
hold of the rostra; where, standing up with a bold and undaunted coun
tenance, he at once mastered the tumult, and silenced the clamour; and 
addressing them in fit terms for the occasion, was heard with great at
tention, and perfectly quelled the sedition. Afterwards, on the senate 
commending him for this, “But I,” said he, “do not commend you for 
abandoning your praetor in danger, and bringing him no assistance.”

In the meantime, the candidates were in great perplexity; for every 
one dreaded to give money himself, and yet feared lest his competitors 
should. At length they agreed to lay down one hundred and twenty-five 
thousand drachmas apiece, and then all of them to canvass fairly and 
honestly, on condition, that if any one was found to make use of bribery 
he should forfeit the money. Being thus agreed, they chose Cato to keep 
the stakes, and arbitrate the matter; to him they brought the sum con
cluded on, and before him subscribed the agreement. The money he did not 
choose to have paid for them, but took their securities who stood bound 
for them. Upon the day of election, he placed himself by the tribune who 
took the votes, and very watchfully observing all that passed, he dis
covered one who had broken the agreement, and immediately ordered 
him to pay his money to the rest. They, however, commending his justice 
highly, remitted the penalty, as thinking the discovery a sufficient punish
ment. It raised, however, as much envy against Cato as it gained him 
reputation, and many were offended at his thus taking upon himself the 
whole authority of the senate, the courts of judicature, and the magistra
cies. For there is no virtue, the honour and credit for which procures a 
man more odium than that of justice; and this, because more than any 
other, it acquires a man power and authority among the common people. 
For they only honour the valiant and admire the wise, while in addition 
they also love ]ust men, and put entire trust and confidence in them. They 
fear the bold man, and mistrust the clever man, and moreover think them
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rather beholding to their natural complexion, than to any goodness of 
their will, for these excellences; they look upon valour as a certain natural 
strength of the mind, and wisdom as a constitutional acuteness; whereas 
a man has it in his power to be just, if he have but the will to be so, and 
therefore injustice is thought the most dishonourable, because it is least 
•excusable.

Cato upon this account was opposed by all the great men, who thought 
themselves reproved by his virtue. Pompey especially looked upon the 
increase of Cato’s credit as the ruin of his own power, and therefore 
■continually set up men to rail against him. Among these was the seditious 
Clodius, now again united to Pompey, who declared openly, that Cato had 
•conveyed away a great deal of the treasure that was found in Cyprus; and 
that he hated Pompey only because he refused to marry his daughter. 
Cato answered, that although they had allowed him neither horse nor 
man, he had Drought more treasure from Cyprus alone, than Pompey had, 
after so many wars and triumphs, from the ransacked world; that he never 
sought the alliance of Pompey; not that he thought him unworthy of 
being related to him, but because he differed so much from him in things 
that concerned the commonwealth. “For,” said he, “I laid down the 
province that was given me, when I went out of my praetorship; Pompey, 
on the contrary, retains many provinces for himself, and he bestows many 
on others; and but now he sent Caesar a force of six thousand men into 
Gaul, which Caesar never asked the oeople for, nor had Pompey obtained 
their consent to give. Men, and hors?, and arms, in any number, are be
come the mutual gifts of private men to one another; and Pompey, keep
ing the titles of commander and general, hands over the armies and prov
inces to others to govern, while he himself stays at home to preside at the 
contests of the canvass, and to stir up tumults at elections; out of the 
anarchy he thus creates among us, seeking, we see well enough, a mon
archy for himself.” Thus he retorted on Pompey.

He had an intimate friend and admirer of the name of Marcus Favonius, 
much the same to Cato as we are told Apollodorus, the Phalerian, was in 
old time to Socrates, whose words used to throw him into perfect trans
ports and ecstasies, getting into his head, like strong wine, and intoxicating 
him to a sort of frenzy. This Favonius stood to be chosen sedile, and was 
like to lose it; but Cato, who was there to assist him, observed that all 
the votes were written in one hand, and discovering the cheat, appealed 
to the tribunes, who stopped the election. Favonius was afterwards chosen 
.aedile, and Cato, who assisted him in all things that belonged to his office, 
also undertook the care of the spectacles that were exhibited in the theatre; 
giving the actors crowns, not of gold, but of wild olive, such as used to be 
.given at the Olympic games; and instead of the magnificent presents that 
were usually made, he offered to the Greeks beet root, lettuces, radishes, 
.and pears; and to the Romans earthen pots of wine, pork, figs, cucumbers, 
and little faggots of wood. Some ridiculed Cato for his economy, others 
looked with respect on this gentle relaxation of his usual rigour and 
austerity. In fine, Favonius himself mingled with the crowd, and sitting
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among the spectators, clapped and applauded Cato, bade him bestow re
wards on those who did well, and called on the people to pay their honours 
to him, as for himself he had placed his whole authority in Cato’s hands- 
At the same time, Curio, the colleague of Favonius, gave very magnifi
cent entertainments in another theatre; but the people left his, and went 
to those of Favonius, which they much applauded, and joined heartily in 
the diversion, seeing him act the private man, and Cato the master of the 
shows, who, in fact, did all this in derision of the great expenses that 
others incurred, and to teach them, that in amusements men ought to seek , 
amusement only, and the display of a decent cheerfulness, not great I 
preparations and costly magnificence, demanding the expenditure of end
less care and trouble about things of little concern.

After this, Scipio, Hypsseus, and Milo, stood to be consuls, and that not 
only with the usual and now recognised disorders of bribery and corrup
tion, but with arms and slaughter, and every appearance of carrying their 
audacity and desperation to the length of actual civil war. Whereupon it 
was proposed that Pompey might be empowered to preside over that 
election. This Cato at first opposed, saying that the laws ought not to seek 
protection from Pompey, but Pompey from the laws. Yet the confusion 
lasting a long time, the forum continually, as it were, besieged with three 
armies, and no possibility appearing of a stop being put to these disorders, 
Cato at length agreed that, rather than fall into the last extremity, the 
senate should freely confer all on Pompey; since it was necessary to make 
use of a lesser illegality as a remedy against the greatest of all, and better 
to set up a monarchy themselves than to suffer a sedition to continue that 
must certainly end in one. Bibulus, therefore, a friend of Cato’s, moved 
the senate to create Pompey sole consul; for that either he would re
establish the lawful government, or they should serve under the master. 
Cato stood up, and, contrary to all expectation, seconded this motion, 
concluding that any government was better than mere confusion, and that 
he did not question but Pompey would deal honourably, and take care of 
the commonwealth thus committed to his charge. Pompey being hereupon 
declared consul, invited Cato to see him in the suburbs. When he came, he 
saluted and embraced him very kindly, acknowledged the favour he had 
done him, and desired his counsel and assistance, in the management of 
this office. Cato made answer, that what he had spoken on any forrn^ 
occasion was not out of hate to Pompey, nor what he had now done out of 
love to him, but all for the good of the commonwealth; that in private, 
if he asked him, he would freely give his advice; and in public, though 
he asked him not, he would always speak his opinion. And he did accord
ingly. For first, when Pompey made severe laws, for punishing and laying 
great fines on those who had corrupted the people with gifts, Cato advised 
him to let alone what was already passed, and to provide for the future; 
for if he should look up past misdemeanours, it would be difficult to 
know where to stop; and if he would ordain new penalties, it would be 
unreasonable to punish men by a law, which at that time they had not 
the opportunity of breaking. Afterwards, when many considerable men,
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alone.” Pompey acknowledged that Cato indeed had spoken most like a 
prophet, while he himself had acted too much like a friend. And Cato 
advised the senate to put all into the hands of Pompey; “For those who 
can raise up great evils,” said he, “can best allay them.”

Pompey, finding he had not sufficient forces, and that those he could 
raise were not very resolute, forsook the city. Cato, resolving to follow 
Pompey into exile, sent his younger son to Munatius, who was then in the 
country of Bruttium, and took his eldest son with him; but wanting some
body to keep his house and take care of his daughters, he took Marcia 
again, who was now a rich widow, Hortensius being dead, and having left 
her all his estate. Caesar afterward made use of this action also, to re
proach him with covetousness, and a mercenary design in his marriage. 
“For,” said he, “if he had need of a wife why did he part with her? And 

' if he had not, why did he take her again? Unless he gave her only as a bait 
to Hortensius; and lent her when she was young, to have her again when 
she was rich.” But in answer to this, we might fairly apply the saying of 
Euripides—

“To speak of mysteries—the chief of these 
Surely were cowardice in Hercules.”

For it is much the same thing to reproach Hercules for cowardice, and to 
accuse Cato of covetousness; though otherwise, whether he did altogether 
right in this marriage, might be disputed. As soon, however, as he had 
again taken Marcia, he committed his house and his daughters to her, and 
himself followed Pompey. And it is said, that from that day he never cut 
his hair, nor shaved his beard, nor wore a garland, but was always full of 
sadness, grief, and dejectedness for the calamities of his country, and 
continually showed the same feeling to the last, whatever party had mis
fortune or success.

The government of Sicily being allotted to him, he passed over to Syra
cuse; where, understanding that Asinius Pollio was arrived at Messena, 
with forces from the enemy, Cato sent to him, to know the reason of his 
coming thither: Pollio, on the other side, called upon him to show reason 
for the present convulsions. And being at the same time informed how 
Pompey had quite abandoned Italy, and lay encamped at Dyrrhachium, 

. he spoke of the strangeness and incomprehensibility of the divine govern- 
! ment of things; “Pompey, when he did nothing wisely nor honestly, was 
always successful; and now that he would preserve his country, and de- 

: fend her liberty, he is altogether unfortunate.” As for Asinius, he said, he 
could drive him out of Sicily, but as there were larger forces coming to 
his assistance, he would not engage the island in a war. He therefore ad
vised the Syracusans to join the conquering party and provide for their 
own safety; and so set sail from thence.

When he came to Pompey, he uniformly gave advice to protract the 
war; as he always hoped to compose matters, and was by no means de- 
sirous that they should come to action; for the commonwealth would 
suffer extremely, and be the certain cause of its own ruin, whoever were
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conqueror by the sword. In like manner, he persuaded Pompey and the 
council to ordain that no city should be sacked that was subject to the 
people of Rome; and that no Roman should be killed but in the heat of 
battle; and hereby he got himself great honour, and brought over many 
to Pompey’s party, whom his moderation and humanity attracted. After
wards being sent into Asia, to assist those who were raising men and 
preparing ships in those parts, he took with him his sister Servilia, and 
a little boy whom she had by Lucullus. For since her widowhood, she had 
lived with her brother, and much recovered her reputation, having put 
herself under his care, followed him in his voyages, and complied with 
his severe way of living. Yet Caesar did not fail to asperse him upon her
account also. , , A , , ,

Pompey’s officers in Asia, it seems, had no great need of Cato; but he
brought over the people of Rhodes by his persuasions, and leaving his 
sister Servilia and her child there, he returned to Pompey, who had now 
collected very great forces both by sea and land. And here Pompey, more 
than in any other act, betrayed his intentions. For at first he designed to 
give Cato the command of the navy, which consisted of no less than five 
hundred ships of war, besides a vast number of light galleys, scouts, and 
open boats. But presently bethinking himself, or put in mind by his
friends, that Cato’s principal and only aim being to free his country from
all usurpation, if he were master of such great forces, as soon as ever Csesar 
should be conquered, he would certainly call upon Pompey, also, to lay 
down his arms, and be subject to the laws, he changed his mind, and 
though he had already mentioned it to Cato, nevertheless made Bibulus 
admiral. Notwithstanding this, he had no reason to suppose that Cato s 
zeal in the cause was in any way diminished. For before one of the battles 
at Dyrrhachium, when Pompey himself, we are told, made an address to 
the soldiers and bade the officers do the like, the men listened to them 
but coldly and with silence, until Cato, last of all, came forward, and in 
the language of philosophy, spoke to them, as the occasion required, con
cerning liberty, manly virtue, death, and a good name; upon all which 
he delivered himself with strong natural passion, and concluded with 
calling in the aid of the gods, to whom he directed his speech, as if they 
were present to behold them fight for their country. And at this the army 
gave such a shout and showed such excitement that their officers led 
them on full of hope and confidence to the danger. Caesar s party were 
routed and put to flight; but his presiding fortune used the advantage of 
Pompey’s cautiousness and diffidence to render the victory incomplete. 
But of this we have spoken in the life of Pompey. While, however, all the 
rest rejoiced, and magnified their success, Cato alone bewailed his country, 
and cursed that fatal ambition which made so many brave Romans murder

After this Pompey, following Caesar into Thessaly, left at F)yrrhachium 
a quantity of munitions, money, and stores, and many of his domestics 
and relations; the charge of all which he gave to Cato, with the command 
only of fifteen cohorts. For though he trusted him much, yet he was
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