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CHINESE INSTRUMENT PERFORMANCE AND LIBERAL ARTS DOUBLE-DEGREE PROGRAM
PERFTUSORF T R FHIANRF AL

The US-China Music Institute of the Bard
Conservatory, in partnership with the legendary Central
Conservatory of Music in Beijing, offers a one-of-a-
kind undergraduate performance degree program

in Chinese instruments. Like all Bard Conservatory
undergraduates, Chinese instrument performance
majors earn two degrees over five years: a bachelor of
music degree and a second bachelor of arts degree in a
field other than music.

The Bard Conservatory offers a unique opportunity to
study music while receiving a world-class academic
education from one of the top liberal arts colleges in the
United States. For the serious study of Chinese music,
there is nothing else like it in the world.

Graduates of this groundbreaking program enter the
world prepared to foster the development of Chinese
music and culture in the West and in China not only as
skilled musicians, but also as leaders and thinkers.
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CHINESE INSTRUMENT PERFORMANCE CURRICULUM
PEFFERTUREIRE

The curriculum of the Chinese instrument program at
Bard is specially designed to provide a comprehensive
background in Chinese musical forms and traditions.
Degree requirements include music theory,
composition, aural skills, and Chinese music history.

Studio instruction is provided in coordination with the
faculty of the Traditional Instruments Department at
the Central Conservatory of Music (CCOM). Lessons
take place through an innovative combination of remote
and in-person teaching on the Bard campus, as well

as during summer study-abroad trips to the CCOM
campus in Beijing.

Students have many performance opportunities, both
at Bard and in the greater NYC area. The Bard Chinese
Ensemble is a core component of the curriculum

that combines Chinese and Western instruments to
perform traditional and contemporary works of Chinese
orchestral music. The Chinese Ensemble holds at least
two public concerts every semester.

At the end of their fourth or fifth year of the program,
each student presents a full-length recital of solo and
chamber music selections chosen in conjunction with
their master teacher to demonstrate their unique
musical strengths and artistic goals.
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Leon Botstein, President of Bard College

Leon Botstein has been president of Bard College since
1975. An innovative voice in American higher education, he
has sought to recast undergraduate liberal arts education

in a new model that contributes to the character of culture
and public life. He has published widely in the fields of
education, music, history, and culture. President Botstein is
also music director and principal conductor of the American
Symphony Orchestra and Bard’s The Orchestra Now.

Tan Dun, Dean of the Bard College Conservatory of Music
The world-renowned artist and UNESCO Global Goodwill
Ambassador Tan Dun has made an indelible mark on the
world’s music scene with a creative repertoire that spans
the boundaries of classical music, multimedia performance,
and Eastern and Western traditions. At Bard, Tan Dun
further demonstrates music’s extraordinary ability to
transform lives, guiding the Conservatory as it fulfills its
mission of understanding music’s connection to history, art,
culture, and society.

Jindong Cai, Director of the US-China Music Institute

An orchestra conductor with a distinguished career,
Jindong Cai spent many years at Stanford University

before coming to Bard and founding the US-China Music
Institute in 2017. Cai is a Beijing native with strong ties to
his homeland, and a leading advocate of music from across
Asia. He has conducted most of the top orchestras in China,
as well as orchestras across North America, and has written
extensively on music and the performing arts in China.
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Pipa virtuoso and leading ambassador of Chinese music Wu Man teaching
a master class at Bard College in October 2023. Photo by Karl Rabe
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ABOUT BARD COLLEGE
AT EREFk

Founded in 1860, Bard College is a residential college of the liberal arts
and sciences located 90 miles north of New York City. Bard’s campus
consists of more than 1,000 parklike acres in the Hudson Valley. It offers
bachelor of arts, bachelor of science, and bachelor of music degrees,
with majors in approximately 40 academic programs; graduate degrees
in 13 programs; nine early colleges; and numerous dual-degree programs
nationally and internationally. Building on its 163-year history as a
competitive and innovative undergraduate institution, Bard College has
a reputation for scholarly excellence, civic engagement, and a focus on
the arts. Undergraduates at Bard choose majors from a wide range of
programs in the arts; languages and literature; science, mathematics,
and computing; social studies; and interdivisional programs and
concentrations. Bard’s core curriculum ensures that students receive

a broad academic foundation, with particular emphasis on writing,

the sciences, and mastery of the tools of scholarly inquiry. Students
from abroad who require extra training in English-language writing

and speaking are enrolled in an intensive ESL (English as a Second
Language) course during their first year at the college.

The Bard College Conservatory of Music, founded in 2005, has been
recognized as one of the finest conservatories in the United States. It is
guided by the principle that young musicians should be broadly educated
in the liberal arts and sciences to achieve their greatest potential. At
the Bard Conservatory, the study of music goes hand in hand with the
education of the whole person. Founded by cellist and philosopher
Robert Martin, the curriculum is built around the idea that the skills and
attitudes fostered by an education in the liberal arts and sciences make
the difference between mere technical excellence and genuine artistry.
The Conservatory welcomed the famed composer Tan Dun as its new
dean in 2019. For more information, visit bard.edu/conservatory.

The US-China Music Institute was founded in 2017 by conductor
Jindong Cai and Robert Martin with the mission to promote the study,
performance, and appreciation of music from contemporary China, and
to support musical exchange between the United States and China.

In partnership with the Central Conservatory of Music in Beijing, the
Institute has embarked on several groundbreaking projects, including
graduate and undergraduate degree-granting programs in Chinese
instrument performance; an annual Chinese music festival in New York
City and at Bard; annual scholarly conferences; and other public programs.
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HOW TO APPLY APPLICATION TIMELINE
S{RTER R FiREYER

All Conservatory undergraduate applicants must submit two « November-December: Complete a virtual audition online, attend a
applications: one to the Conservatory and one to the College. live audition in China, or submit a prescreening video.

i S R AR BRI E N TIERFG RIS, — s EET Rt « January 1: Both applications and all materials for first-year

2, B—{iEscamEmsps applicants are due.*

« Mid-January: Prescreening notifications will be sent via email.
« Late February or early March: Final auditions are held at the Central

Follow the QR code to learn more about applying to Conservatory of Music in Beijing or at Bard College in New York.
the Bard Conservatory, or visit « Mid-March: Final admission decisions and financial aid packages
R AR TREXHEEEEFFERNESER, are sent via email.

k1510 « May 1: Enrollment decision deadline.

bard.edu/conservatory/admission
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Kendall Griffith ’27,

who is from Boston,

Massachusetts, is a pipa
major in the undergraduate
double-degree program at Bard.
Her pipa teacher is CCOM faculty
member Zhang Hongyan, and her
second major is Chinese studies.
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Hiu Man Chan CMC 25 is a
student in the Master of Arts

in Chinese Music and Culture
program at the Bard Conservatory.
Originally from Hong Kong, he now
studies suona at Bard with winds
master Guo Yazhi.
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