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ABOUT THE ARTIST 

 

Liliána Szokol is an emerging flutist and current undergraduate at the Bard 
College Conservatory of Music, pursuing a five-year double-degree program: a 
Bachelor of Music (BM) in Flute Performance and a Bachelor of Arts (BA) in 
Human Rights. She studies with Dr. Tara Helen O’Connor.  

Born in Hungary, she refined her musical abilities under the guidance of 
esteemed flute professors including Endre Varga, Eszter Horgas, and Prof. Dr. 
habil. Béla Drahos. Liliána’s achievements include First Prize at the London 
Classical Music Competition (2023), as well as Absolute First Prize (2020) and 
First Prize (2018) at the Femus International Flute Competition in Serbia. She 
recently received an Honorable Mention at the Conservatory’s Concerto 
Competition (2025). She has performed in distinguished venues such as 
Lincoln Center and the Fisher Center, and has participated in masterclasses 
led by Ivica Gabrisová, Alexander Burkert, Veronika Oross, and István Matúz. 
She is the recipient of numerous scholarships and was most recently named 
the Bitó Scholar for the 2025–26 academic year. Drawing on her personal 
experiences in Hungary, she is focused on integrating her human rights studies 
with her musical career. 

 

Sophia Cornicello is a fourth-year at Bard Conservatory of Music, where she 
studies piano with Rieko Aizawa, and harpsichord and organ with Renée Anne 
Louprette. She is also completing a second degree in mathematics. A member 
of the Bard Baroque ensemble since 2023, Sophia’s musical interests are the 
historical performance of early music and new music, which has led to her 
premiering several pieces on both piano and harpsichord. Recent premieres 
include the US premiere of Tonu Korvits’ la folia for harpsichord and works by 
Jess Turner and Shuying Li as a featured soloist with the Greater Hartford 
Youth Wind Ensemble. In April 2025, she performed Bach’s Concerto for Two 
Harpsichords in C minor with the Bard Baroque Ensemble at the Fisher Center. 
Sophia has received the Evelyn Bonar Storrs Undergraduate Piano Scholarship 
every year since 2023 and is the 2025-26 Kenneth Bush '36 Memorial Scholar 
in Mathematics at Bard. In 2025, she received an Early Music America 
Workshop Scholarship to attend Tafelmusik Baroque Summer Institute. Sophia 
was a finalist in the 2025 Rosalyn Tureck International Bach Competition and 
is on the jury of the 2026 Connecticut Bach Festival. She currently serves as 
an organist at Fair Street Reformed Church in Kingston and is a continuo organ 
fellow at the 2026 Emmanuel Bach Institute. 

 
 
 



 

 
 
Born into a family of musicians, pianist Nomin Samdan made her first public 
appearance at the age of 7 in her native country, Mongolia. Since then, she has 
had an expansive career as a soloist, collaborator, and educator; performing 
across the continents of Europe, Asia, and North America. Recent professional 
appointments include a position on the Piano Faculty of the Mongolian State 
Conservatory, as well as pianist for the Mongolian State Opera and Ballet 
House. A long-time admirer of contemporary music, Ms. Samdan has 
premiered vocal works by Juliana Hall, Michael Finnissy, Dennis Báthory-Kitz, 
and Albin Fries. Ms. Samdan received her B.Mus and Graduate Performance 
Diploma in Piano Performance from Boston Conservatory at Berklee under the 
guidance of YaFei Chuang; additionally, Ms. Samdan holds a M.M. in 
Collaborative Piano from Boston University. Nomin is currently a Collaborative 
Piano Fellow at the Bard Conservatory, working under the mentorship of Erika 
Switzer and Kayo Iwama. 
 
 


