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QUOTE OF THE WEEK
"That's the way we've always donc it."

HMac HeCunc

JJHY THE GADFLY 7

Democracy is not & passive act.  You can't sit back and let
it ‘happen,. because. it won't, A functlonlng democracy requircs the
active partlclpatlon of all the peoplc involved in it, or else
power will glip from the hands of the peorle, who vere intended %o
‘hold it, into the hands of e xmall group who will use it for their own
' ends, rather ‘than for the good of all.

-+ The Bard Communlty is in danger of loslng its dcmocratic systen,
For too long we. have sat bsgl and let a few govern for us, trusting
that' they wovld do so.in our best interest. The events of the past
‘semester have. shovn that our trust was naive. It is time for the
community as a nhole 'to regain its conrtol of communlty governmcnt
before that control is lost forever.

But how are we to assert that cdn*rol? e cannot, like the
Greeks, asscmalﬂ in the morning to debate policy and action. /e have
-. neither the timé or the need for thet. “'hat we can do iz to make
Hourselves an interested and informed clectorate that will make its
wishes known and will hold its elected representatives responsible
for their actions.

No journal, of course, .can create an informed and interested
member of the community. : It can, however, aid any person who wishes
to beccome- so. It is for thls reason that we are bringing out the
Gadfly Papers.

Edited by Ilene Rosen and’ “att Perlstein, the Gadfly =ill be
distributed weekly, to all the members of the Bard Community. It
will contain news of the weck's council wmeeting end comment, criticism,
and satire on all phases of the community's governuent and activities.
It ‘is: not our aim to present only one noint of view or to support
one partlcular progran or policy, but rather to present many ideas,
and to glve a fair hearing for the many diverse points of view that
exist on the bard cempus. Our only criteria for chosing articles is that
they be well written, of. interest to the comiunity, and signed by
their author.

The Aditors

_ TOWARDS BETTER COUNCIL i/INUTES-

. The Community Council minutes are of great importance, not only
to council, but to the Commnnity They are the record, not merely of’
"the witticisms of the mémbers of council, but of its procedings, its
"votes, and its resolutions; the‘01f101al‘record, Therefoére, it i5 of
great 1mportaHCy to ‘council and the Community that these records be
kept as fully and as accuraiely as possible. This is the jcb of the
council secretary., S . o

It is. therefore important that the best possible secretary be
chosen. One vwho can reduce the notes of the mesting into a couplete,
accurate, and reaotblc record. But' in order to do this, the secretary
rust first be able to take these notes. The specd with which coineil
procedes makes it, if not necessary, at least dc51rfole to have a
secretary '1ho can tele shorthand. I do not know if there are persons
on this caufus vho tave this skill, but if thete are, I urge them to
apply for the post of Secretary of Comncil, And if such persons
do apply, I urge council to consider their avplications very seriously.

‘ ‘ ifatt Perlstein



SELESTER A'7:RDS

In the past semester, meumbers of the Bard Community hove been
active in pany ficlds of endcavor. e feel it-only fitting to.recognize |
their sccomplishments by giving avards to a few of the nost outsianding.
of these. Therefore, the editors of the Gadfly Fapers are proud to present
the following swards:

The 0ld Bard Award, to the person or persons who have done the nost to
further the ideals of the old Bard to liac McCune and Mark Mellet for
their stirring defunsc of the Elections Committee and its time-honored
practices, - - e lo e e )
The Good Fellouship Award, to the person or persons who have done the
most to encourage fellow feeling within the various institutions in

the Bard Community: to Tony ilarzani and Feter Lee who unselfishly

put aside their doubts as teo the validity of the Council eclections

in order not to create dissent within Council,

The Clean: Alr Anard to the person or pérsonu who have done" the most

to meke Bard a more fragrant place to lice and study: to B&G for dlgglng
up the qud sewer gystcm in the wmiddle of the \cueutcr.

The Roughln0~ It Award, to thc pgrson or pcruonb who have done the uoat

to ercourage people to live mithout modern conveniences: to the Power
Compahies of New York State for giving us the. rare ophortunluy to 8pend
an evening without clecctricity, L ‘
The Epicure dward, .to the 1~'son or wersons.vno have donc the most to
increase the delights of+dining at Bard: to the dining commons for
inventing the lente Carlo Sandwich: we never thought that so many good
tasting things could bé put together to such a strange result.

~The Ploorwax Awardi—te—the- Dersen—er- PEFACHS who heve dOuC the most to -
Tineres—ethe 8ale’ of floorwax 2t Bard: +to the wmany bcople who spllled
50 much beer on the gym floor at the informals,

The hall a &oaf is BcL ¢r Then None Avard, %o the DPETSON OF pPETrSOns

who have done the most in starting something ard never ruite finishing
it: to .jatt Ferlstein of the Follilore Scociety for planning & good concert
and a hoot and then notvpubliciziﬁg thew, , o A .

vho have worked the hardest ot what they set out to do: 1o Dick Naylor,
business mapager- of the Bard Observer, vho sold so many ads that editor
Harvey Pleetwood didn't heve angr room left in which to print the news.‘

The. .Special. Anard for Zecl Lnd Iudustrlousnbbg, to the :erson or persons

VoL

COILU ITY COUNCIL

A new show moved into Albee Social on Dec. 13, 1965 at 7:15. Actuvally,
it wasn't a neu show ot all, but a revival of that old fzvorite "Community
Council", otherwise known as the "funniest show on campus™., Now, this
show has a guaranteed rum of fouwr.uonths each semester and no amount of
panning from the critics will dislodge 1t. This long running bit at least
changes its cast of characters. occassionally, making for a new, if not
different, show epch semester. This year wos no exccptlon. Thc old cast
contimves with Hr. Bernstein,. Mr. bivingston, Hr. lcCune, iir. mellet,
and Mr, Kréiger. The ney additions arc Hessrs marzani, Lee, and Frledman.
4l1l in.all, lfenday night proved to be a rousing 'good show. It
was preceeded by a great.deal of mixed publicity, In the uweek before
its premiere performance, there was much discussion as to various
irregularities discovered during the slecticons for the’ Dhairua nshlp
(otherwlsc-hnovn as the lead) Two hundred, twenty onc, Bardians -
felt disturbed enough to sign a petition culllng for the election’s to be
re~held, In the confusion befotre opéning night, the cast of the "Comunity
" Council" issued deveral sta tements which only served. to becloud the
sitvation further with charges and countercharges. The pre—show publicity
brought cut the auvdicnce in force., About twenty five people, a very
lorge group-in this caue, Had thalr interest tickled to the extent that

" i
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they left their finals 2t home and ceame to see the first performance.

They were not to be disappointed. The actors got so carried awey with
their improvisations that the show ron over its usual btour and fourty five
m1nutes ‘playing time, and ran instead for almost three hours 1nclud1ng
1nteru1551on. -

The central issue of Monday nlvht' mirathon »as the problem of the
1rregulgr1tle" durlnt the previoug election, The 221- name petition was
presented to the council and was :set zside as rcpresentlng perhaps,
only"flfty interested people™ the rest just signing because they liked
to''see thelr name in print.  Council voted, and passed a resOlution
stating that, although their- mzy have been irregularities, the election’
vas stlll valid and that further slections would only serve to disrupt
tbe worklngs of council.

7 It was during this flrct aﬁ‘ that the characters begen to reveal
themsslves to the audience, 2ig Livingston put on a strong performance
as. the’ beleagurcd newv Coun011 chalrman. It must be stated here that he
handled a ‘potentially exp1051Vc role in a most impressive manner,
Unfortunstely the ssme cennot be said for his collemgues. ‘The older

w*menbers of the. cast wlth one exceptlon, gave their usuzl borlng performances

Mr, ﬂellet and lir. ¥cOune played the steunch defenders of "old berd"
whatever that may be. Their attituds was one of "so what?" and "who
cres?2, lir, Bernstein's presentation lacked clarity and confused the
audience not nearly as much as, I suspect, lir, Bernstein was,

The comeg rdief was suppied by the Rover Boys, lir. Lee and lir.
Marzani. Their funniest scene was when they nominated one another for
one of the sub-committee chairmanships.

The surprise of the evening came from Ilr. XKreiger, who has decided
to reinteryret his role; until this point he has played a supperting part,
Staying in the background and out of trouble. jonday night, for one reason
or another, he stcpped forward and gave a strong performance in defense
of the petitioners, It‘was‘one of the:ﬁost‘drﬂm@tic moments of the

rentlre evening,

- iuch of the rest of the night we's taken up with the distribution

of the chairmanships of sowe of the stcndlng conidttecs of Councll,

Cne .of the best parts was saved Tor lasi, when, as during the
Repliblican Convention, almost cverybody had gone howme. Council passed;
a set of stringent rules to regulate future elections, ,Theoe were then
mlmeographcd and passed out to the Couanlcy by the administration, so.
no further comment is needed. e

This can be scid for the entire pcrformance, although it is
doubtful that you will leave Albee social huawming any of the .songs, ‘
the nest four months promise to be all the more exciting for the presence
of"Oéfimunity Council.m S o '

Ilene Rosen

PROSFECTS FOR THE NE'! COUNCIL

The Council for Spring 1965 met for the first tiue during the
last week of last semester. Unlike most councils in the past, it was
faced with a sericus problem at its first meeting; a petition signed
by over two hundred members of the commwnity, calling for the reholding
of the elections for chalrmun of' counc11 becouse of irregulerities in
the voting procedure.

Council's reaction to the netition was, after an hour's debate,
to pass a resolution stating thet, while the election was conducted - - -

“in a irreguldr manner, they were quite sure that the irregularities had

not affected the outcome. ' Tony Marzani, the s ensor of this resolution,
told this writer that the reason he had introduced it was because he

felt that it was important for Ccuncil members to stick together.

The new Council has shown a great desl of good fellowship toward each
other and respect for the sacred institution of Council, but, by its

out of hand rejection of the petition, very little of cither goecd fellow-
ship or respect toward the members of the Community.

The reason which Feter Lee gave for Council’s not tcking the petition
wore seriously was that "around here a person will sign just about anything!
Have any of the membetrs of Council thought of the logical corolliary
4o this rather popular stctement: that "around here a person will vote
for just about snybody™?

Matt Ferlstein
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ca T . BETTER LECTURES

In his campaign for Council, this past semester, Harvey Fleetwood
brought up a point that I am sorry to sece he did not claborﬂtc in an
Observer editorial or elsewhere. He said that there were too many.
concerts and lectures at Bard. .t first this statement struck wany of
his listeners as a rather strange thing to say, but therc is a great
deal of truth to it, The"e are wmeny organizations at Bard which are
active in brlnglng speacerj and performers to Bard. There are however
only about 650 peanlc in the Bard Comwnity. Since all of thése have
mahy things: to, deo bésides attend-toncerts and lectures,‘thls limits the
potential audienée for thess ‘activities during the gear. ‘lith this in
mind, it logically follows that numerous s vcnts durlng the Vear, espcc1ally
~during: Finals would be-poorly-=ttendeds - - S—

. The simplest thing to do in this situation would De tO'reduce the
number of concerts.and lectures held, But, as .r. Fleetiicod pointed out,
since we have thé‘money available, why not, st the same time spend more
on each event, This would wmean a higher calibre of speakers and perforners.
We might have concerts by Judy Collins, Ravi Shankar, or the Julliard
String Cuartet. e might have lectures by i&rthur Sch1@051nger or Saul
cellow, [The possibilities are endless,

HMr Fleetwood's point is well worth thinking about.

Matthew Ferlsteln

IN CONCLUSION

You heve seen but a small fraction of what the Gadfly is capable,
The rest depends, in a large part on you the members of the Bard Community.
The Gadflx cannot exist without help. We will ne=d %70 to meet the cost
of mlmeographlng for the semester. ‘le will need typists to help prepare
the stencils’ each week, 4And above all we will need material. -e do not
. pretend to. know,”let'alonﬁ representythe leCfSltV of orinion on this . -
_ campusi- Il that we can Hope to do is to prov1de‘a forum in which the
authors of this opinion can express themseclves. For this reason, we
invite all those who have something to say on the affairs of the Community
to contribute to the Gadfly Papers inm the coming weeks and months.
Our only-requirements are that contrlbutlons be well written, of interest
to the Community, and signed by the suthor. The Gadfly is your Fforum.
Use it well, 7

The E%itors

Gontrlbutlons of all kinds may be made to the editors.c~ to the
Gdfly, Box 506, Campus lail.



