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Abortion on Demand

CPS)--Anti-abortion forces have been trying
‘o dismantle the Supreme Court decision
which struck down all state anti-abortion laws
‘or three years now, but this year their efforts
are finally bearing fruit. .

Abortion foes in many states are making
their views known to presidential candidates
campaigning in the primaries by picketing
meeting places and badgering ther with tough
questions about their standards on abortion.
Many of the presidential hopefuls are being
forced to take positions on an issue they
thought had been settled once and for all
by the high court. And if they stand
firmly in favor of “‘abortion on demand,”
they risk [osing thousands of votes in the
primaries where each vote carries more -
weight than in the general elections.

Sen. Birch Bayh of Indiana has been
the hardest hit by the anti-abortion
movement in his campaign stumping.

Bayh was a leader in the Senate battle ,
last year which defeated a proposed con-
stitutional amendment which would have
banned most abortions. Bayh has been

. subjected to fierce confrontations with

_ the abortion foes who spread tacks out-

side one meeting hall where Bayh was

to speak, beat on the walls of the room

in another making his speech all but in-
audible and repeatedly calling him “mur-
derer.” . - .

Other presidential candidates con- -
fronted with abortion questions have N
tried to walk a thin line between app-

‘roval of the Supreme Court decision and
opposition to an anti-abortion constitut-
jional amendment. Some candidates,

like Democrat Jimmy Carter, appease the
abortion foes by stating they are person-
ally opposed to abortion on demand but
support the Supreme Court decision
which made it legal. - -

Like the rest of the Democratic can- -
didates, Carter opposes a constitutional

amendment forbidding abortions but his
half-hearted condemnation of abortion
won him a great deal of support from the
Catholic rank and filc in lowa.

The only candidate--besides the pro-
life movement’s own Ellen McCormack--
who endorses the idea of a constitutional -
amendment outlawing abortion is Repub-
lican Ronald Reagan. Reagan has come
out flatly against abortion and promises
to make it illegal except in rare cases pos-
ing a clear risk to'a woman’s life.

Both enemies and supporters of
abortion on demand have called Pres-
ident Ford’sstand on abortion waffling,
-and of no help to either side. Last week
Ford told Walter Cronkite that the Sup-
Feme Court had gone too far in striking

~down state laws against abortion. Ford
himself offered a moderate position
opposing abortion on demand but recog-
nizing that there were cases including
rape and iflness when abortion should be
permittéd, What Ford envisioned for the

“continuing their warfare with the candi-

“ial primaries. (McCormack won about

-promote the anti-abortion cause and not
- Cominission Chairman Neil Staebler .~
" think the commission could tell whether
Cormack’s presidential race or the anti-

‘abortion movement. -

- power with the few votes she garners

Jjon faws.

i
issue was a constitutional amendment ..
allowing each state to decide for itself 1
whether to alfow abortions. S [ |

- The anti-abortion forces, although |
dates on a state level, now have their own l
presidential candidate to swing their votes
behind. A 49-year-old suburban house-
wife from New York threw her hat into
the Democratic ring recently and raised
enough funds from supporters to qualify
for federal election funds. Although
Eilen McCormack is known as the right-
to-life candidate, she insists that she is
not just a one-issue candidate. She has
taken stands against busing and in favor
of Soviet-American detente. '

But the $100,000 already raised for
her campaign came primarily from anti-
abortion groups who have placed her
name on the ballets in 20 state president-

one percent of the votes in thq New Hamp-
shire primary.) McCormack was almost
denied the federal funds because many
people think she is using the money to

on her own candidacy. Federal Election

voted against giving federal funds to Mc-
Cormack’s candidacy Because he didn’t

the individual contributions were for Mc- -~

" Although there’s little chance that
McCormack will éven gain bargaining +

in the primaries, the anti-abortion move-
ment will be back in the public eye for
the next several months. And politicians
on the state and local levels will be watch-
ing for the mood of the voters on abort-
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to Europe this summer.
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tourist.season, costs a whopping $767.00
That price tag is immutablc; all major inter-
national airlines with the exception of

"~ maverick Icelaridic Airtines, are fegally re- N

!

ing and a P

(CPS)Overseas travel makes for confusion. 11 s
planned that way. Tell an airlines rep you're
planning a trip to Europe and immediately
frank talk is discarded and jabberwocky- trot-
ted in. If, beneath, the morass of obscure rules
and jargon, your ticket pusher knows where
to find the bargain basement fare, he won’t
let on. This means you may- inadvertently -
pay three times as much for your flight to
Europe as the person sitting irz the plane seat

To protect your life savings, here is a run-
down on plane fare economics for travelling - -

STANDARD FARES: Standard fare
flights overseas will make poverty your stan- -
dard fare for the rest of the trip. These fares -
aré always the most expensive and primarily
designed for businessmen:who aren’t pick-

round-trip ticket from New York to Lon-
- don. purchased during the heavy summer

guired to charge exactly the same fare.

YOUTH FARES: Those high fares
have emptied a lot of planes flying to  Eu-
rope. So in an attémpt to lure aboard
young passengers, the airlines recently re-
vived international vouth fares, touted as
a savings bonanza for anyone under twenty-
two. Unfortunately youth fares easily win
second prize for the worst deal around.
Round-trip youth fare from New York to. -
London, leaving the U.S. during the summer,
costs $465.00; o :

- Compare that price to Icelandic’s youth

charge of $410.00 and Air Canada’s charge of

$376.00 for the same trip. Although Icefandic

and Air Canada youth fares are reasonable

for people planning lengthy stays in Europe-- -

ﬁpdto a year--there are better bargains to be
ad. . .

APEX: A favorite with.travel agents, the
Advance Purchase Excursion Fares {APEX)
are designed for people planning a European
adventure of 22 to 45 days. APEX flights are
available to anyone regardless of age, but re-
quire some foresight. Unlike youth or stan-
dard fares, you must shell out a non-refund-
able deposit of 25% of the price of your
ticket to reserve a seat, and pay the full ‘
fare no later that two manths before take- off
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Once again, the major international

airlines are edged out of the price game by
[celandic. Although the standard APEX sum-
mer fare from New York to London costs

- $402.00, Icelandic charges onlv $381.00.
‘ TRAVEL GROUP CHARTERS: A
- better bargain than APEX flights can be
found in Travel Group Charters (TGC).
Under this system, organizers of TGC
sell seats to the
- purchaser buys his ticket 65 days before

on a specified date. Cancellation clases
for charter flights are complex. Your best
bet is to purchase some charter flight in-
surance through your local travel a ency.
Your policy will protect you from Tosing
your ticket money if either you or the
charter organizer bows out of the deal. |
_ TGC prices vary slightly from organ-
Izer to organizer, and may also go up to

S

departure and is prepare d to leave Europe

: flights
public at large, provided the

20% higher than the minimum price quoted,

.75

con'td on pg. 2
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* The Beard by Michael McClure is a ,
* rough, tough, brash and irreverent drama.

Director Benett Bolek did an admirable
job of keeping it that way in the intimate

- . confines of Preston.

Many things were close to perfect in
. this production. The costumes, the make-
up, and the casting all left little to be de- .
sired and the backstage people also did '
their jobs well, : ,
Carol Wood gave a superbly profes-
sional interpretation of Harlow, the pla-

~ -tinum blonde. She was powerful, seductive,

and overwhelming despite her decision to
add a little Marilyn Monroe to her charac-

. ter. Her control of voice, her costume, and
Richard Lopez as Billy the Kid, were the
ultimate. =~ . '

Mr. Lopez did a fine job himself. In

. his hour-tong duel with Harlow he came
off as second best only because the play-
wright decided that for us in advance.

" As the antagonists sought out the

real me, in each other, it gradually be-

came apparent in the end that Billy would

fall to his knees and worship the star of the

silver screen.  ~ S
‘The script was repetitive and at times

monotonous. The language seemed limi-

ted and a bit overdone, but the message

certainly came accross, like shit hitting

a fan. : :

- bdidn’t like what I saw on the stage -- it

came too close to home. | felt self-conscious

and a bit ashamed of my country’s and my
own predilection to violence and fascination
with sex, as well as our worshipping of our

manufactured heroes. ,

I couldn’t applaud at the end of the .
play, but | do now. Cheers to Ms. Wood,

But what I am still trying to anaiyie
is the ending of the play, where the old

. woman'’s husband returns to discover the
_man in his house, and out of jealousy at-
. tacks and kills him. Immediately the old

woman cries out. /can’t see! and there
the play ends. As J.C. explained, the
meaninz is to be arrived at through the
reasoning of the individual audience

- member, and he offers no explanation.
- | myself have many, but who is to say

which is right? Although highly

" obscure, the play was performed with
. ability by the major characters, and on

the whole was an interesting production,
though I’d have to pass judgement on -
the script itself. :

Shelia Spencer

White Lies

Upon entering the theatre, | was at once
surprised by the first “conventional’ set I've
seen for a Bard play this year. | immediately
got the persistent notion that | would not be
viewing another impressionistic, experimental

~ The lesson

_ lonesco probably wouldn’t have en- =
joyed the version of The Lesson presented
last weekend at Preston, but | sure did. For
-the purist, perhaps too much was left out;
for the pure in heart, perhaps too little was
left in. — .

Karen Shapiro’s premier attempt at

“directing drama at Bard showed some of
the same inclinations as did her memora-
ble choreography of last semester -- it was _
almost total entertainment. In this case
however, I'm not sure it should have been,
The audience faughed at the antics of
Neftalie Martinez as the “Professor’’. He
ran the gamut from Chaplin to Marx to

_ Lorre; his diction was clear, his projection * !

excellent and his performance smooth.

Jane Goldberg was a cute ingenue in .
her role as the “Pupil - at first flirtatious,
then silly, then finally almost submissive
.to her own rape and murder. ‘ :

. Catherine Williams played the “Maid” . _
and displayed her striking beauty and pre-
'sence. The role was not meaty enough for
her to come close to her performance in
The Death of Bessie Smith and she seemed
a bit hesitant and unsure. )

Neftalie and Karen share the major
responsibility for changing this play from

- one that lonesco filled with political jm-

‘ plication§ to a delightful farce, for Neftalie
was playing it for laughs and Karen léft

~him no alternative. The sting was gone.

| guess forty murders can be funnys
“ten were in Arsenic and Old Lace. | sup-

+ pose a mad, powerful molder of minds

can leave you laughing, for it happened
in Chaplin’s The Grear Dictaior. | know
| was amused and the audience certainly
filed out with a smile.

it
|
i

Alexander'N. McKnigiwt, Sr.

oo WlN ‘ On,t from page 2

depending on how many seats the organi- -

. Mr. Lopez, Mr. Bolek, and an encore to
McClure. Alexander N. McKnight, Sr.

- The Room

piece, and was pleased with that prospect.
Modern plays intrigue me, but occasionally
| get the longing to see a good old-fashioned
drama with realistic characters and a plot |
can understand and follow. In this hope

The Room , by Harold Pinter, ?irected
by J.C.Brotherhood, was an unusual sequel
to White Lies. I'm really not sure.of the

-~ meaning of it ali, and from my later dis-
cussion with other members of the audience
and with the director himself, no oneelse

- seems. to fullv understand it either. {Does
Pinter?) However, be that as it may, there
were definitely supernatural implications
in the abrupt and unexpected ending.

Willa Adelman portrayed the main
character, Rose amazingly well, her
makeup, costume, and physical move- -

“ments perfectly imitating the appearance
and gestures of an elderly woman. Her silent
husband, played by Christopher Humes,
was funny merely in his preoccupation ‘
with his reading material despite her endless
flow of conversation. _ r

Garwood provided an even turther co-
medy source, again by an absence, a lack,
rather thar an addition..(Where Chris pro-
vided sjlence, Garwood provided an absence
of intelligence; his character possessed all
the vagueness of an ignorant old man, and
his inane comments and assertions were met (
with howls of delight by the audience.)

. The sudden appearance of the Sands,
portrayed by David Lobel and Martine Bel-
len, was a surprise, as well as a shock, to the
audience. | have never seen either of these
students in a production here, and assume
it is their first. In that case, | will reserve
judgement, though | feel that they lacked a
purpose in their characterization}and seemed
to merely be repeating their lines, slightly
off in time and a bit unsure of themselves.
However, the roles they portrayed were
extremely funny, since the husband and
wife constantly contradicted each other
and themselves, repeating phrases without
purpose or meaning. - o

~ Thus far in the play, although my mind
remained vague on'a few minor points, |
generally was well able to follow the plot.

» But upon the entrance of Michael Sweet
as a blind messenger.from the old woman’s
obviously deceased father, | became bewil-
dered. At once [ iwas disappointed in his -
inability to carry off the role, since he
grasped objects without searching for their
location as a blind man must do, and oc-
casionally followed Willa’s movements
with his eyes. Also, inspired by reactions
from the audience, he continually broke _
out of character and %gtfinned self—coqsciously.

Page 2 e

~ at Bard during the past year. -

I was not disappointed by Peter Shaffer’s
White Lies. Direc¢ted by Newelle McDonald,
-the play was all | wished a drama to be, and
more. .
- The cast was delayed in begin-
ning the performance by a power failure, but

~ adozencandles and lamps were procured and

the “show went on’’ with only a five-minute

 delay, the only disadvantage being in the

audience’s inability to observe the subtle
altering of facial expression of the actors -

~ who did not remain at stage center.

Judith Groffman opened the play with
a rather sing-song monologue, and | hoped
that as the play progressed, her, character
would begin to solidify. However, that hope
was not immediately fulfilled. B

Bud Ruhe was a welcome arrival, and

“his characterization and slight English accent
.~ were excellent {I noticed that the other two
- characters seemed to fluctuate in and out

of their own accents, and felt that in Bill
Briwa’s case this was at least partially ex-
cusable. His own character was an assumed

identity, in any case.) Bud portrayed the ! ‘ 

selfish, brutal, scheming road manager with
an ability that delighted me; | feel thisjs
the best performance | have ever seen him
give in any production. g ,
Bill Briwa, as the rock singer, at first seemed

“alienated from his roje, and | became anxious
“as he and Judy were left alone on stage asto
whether they would both continue to flounder §

in their respective roles. However, the two
seemed to draw each other out, both in the

context of the play itself and in their charac- |

terizations. As the scene reached its climax,
so did their acting, and from that point they
were able to successfully maintain that level
until the close of the play.

"The title “White Lies” is related to the
play in many ways. First, it is the title of
the singing group owned by “Frank” (Bud
‘Ruhe) and including “Tom (Bill Briwa).
But more importantly, it signifies the foun-

~ dation of many relationships portrayed within

the play.itself, in the lives of each of the .-
characters. The play examined each of-
their lives, uncovering many deceptions
and self-deceptions which appeared quite
harmless, but end by creating painful,
devastating results. s
Excellently written, excellently por-

- trayed, | can easily place this production

at the head of°'my list of ‘favorites’ her.

Shelia Spencer

zer manages to sell for your flight. Minimum
TGC summer-fares for New York to London,

for flights ranging from a couple weeks to e

10 months, hover-around $333.00. Infor-
mation on TGC’s can be found at*any‘;ray-;}
- el agency (travel agencies, by-thé way, ,
don’t charge for their services). Two nation- -
al travel agencies 'which cater specifically to
students and host numerous TGC flights
are the Student Travel Services, operated .
by the Council on International Education- -
al Exchange, 77 U.N. Plaza, New York, New
York, 10017 and the National Student Trav-
el Bureau, 21I5 S. Street, N.W., Washington,
D.C., 20008. "

AFFINITY CHARTERS: By far the best

way to get to Europe is on an affinity char-
ter flight arranged through your university.
Under this deal, an organization “rents” a
plane and crew from one of the major air-
lines and' then splits the cost of the rentak
among the members of the organization
making the {rip. Disadvantages in the affin-
ity charter racket are the same as those of
the Travel Group Charters—early bookings,
limited, specific departure dates and the pos-
sibility of cancelleation hassles. Yet these -
drawbacks are certainly outweighed by the
affinity charter pricetag: round trip flights
to Europe can cost as little as $200.00; '
SHADY DEALS: If you-can't find -
a school that offers affinity flights, and
don’t mind taking risks, look under the 7rar-
el Opportunities listing in the classified sec-
tion of the New York Times. Legally, the only
groups allowed to charter planes, with the
exception of TGC organizers, are those which
have not been formed specifically for travel.
Thus, Let’s Go to Lurope Clubs are itlegal.
Yet a number of covert Let‘s Go to Europe
Clubs exist, T ..
Many of these organizations arer't par-
ticularly reliable, however, and you risk losing
your fare. - . '
LAST MINUTE PLANS: Obviously, the
best way to save money on a trip to Europe
is to make plans well in advance. But if you
aren‘t much of a planner, and miss the TGC or

charter flight deadlines, just head for a phane ~

booth. With a little luck, a seat will turn up
because someone else cancelled his plans.
With zero luck, investigate lcelandic fares.
Your best deal may be to hop on a one-way
Icelandic flight and then buy your return tick-

et from a student travel bureau in Europe, Eu-

rope is more civilized than the U.S. about
- plane fares; you can snap up your passage
‘home for as little as 90 bucks. '

f 1



Gentle C.lant

- GENTLE GIANT
FREE HAND
(CAPITOL ST-11428)

v
s

1t is our goal to expand the frontiers of
contemporary popular music at the risk of
being very unpopular. We have recorded each
composition with one thought-that it should
be unique, adventurous and fascinating.

This blurb appeared on Gentle Gianfs
second album, Acquiring the Taste, and it seems
to apply to all of their music mc[udlng their
latest release, Free Hand. Their music is unique,
adventurous and fascinating. Whether a band
should make this claim in writing or not is anoth-
er matter. The music should speak for itself.

But this is a hollow issue; their music
does speak for itself and the.material on Free
Hand is no exception, [t is the most energe-
tic album in all of their seven. The frenetic,
kinetic_energy ‘wanes only long enough to
make its reappearance exciting. The pieces
on this album are characterized by compiex
fluctuation of tempo and delicate interweav-
ing of riffs. The musicianship is outstandtng,
with all the members of the band in perfect
time with each other despite the complex na-

-ture of the songs.

The band employs vocals as another ele- _
ment contributing to the mood of a particular
piece. On Reflection begins with a four-voice
counterpoint which is almostidazzling in its"
complexity and effect. "There are no inane
love songs here. In fact, the lyrics can be said
to be quite literate—the songs actually say
somethmg

Many of the songs on previous albums
are based upon The Most Horrific Life of the
Great Gargantua or The Herojc Deeds and .
Sayings of the Worthy Pantagruel, both by
Francois Rabelais. It is from one of these
mythical giants, Gargantua or Pantagruei that

. the band takes their name.

The core of the present band is mem-
bered by Ray Shulman, Derek Shulman and
Kerry Minnear; who between them, account
for horns, strings, flutes and Synthesszers and
who compose all the pieces. The guitar of
Gary Green often exhibits roots in good old
electric rock and roll and the drumming of -
John Weathers is excellent whether the song
be jazz or rock flavored.

The tune Talybont blends the lilt of an
old English jig with all the electricity and com- *
plexity of current music. Most of the pieces,
especially Mobile and Free Hand. are basic
rock tunes fattened with meaningtul changes-
in time signature, rhythm, and the fluctuating
flow of mood. All of the lyrics on this album
are thought-provoking and correspond to the
mood set by the music.

The only visible flaw on the album is the
sometimes overbearing repetition, a condition
which was largely absent on previous albums.
In any case, have a copy of Free Hand around
if you're not in_the mood for blues or country

fiddling. . Milwaukee h

Series Beglns DC.

Four o'clock in the afternoon in the
Dining Commons?!!{! What an ungodly time
and place for u concert,’ | thought. ‘Anda -
student concert, no less.’

Based on an idea of Robert Kelly’s, with
the full support of the administration, thfe
concert ranged in style from Mozart to Tait..
Those crazy musicians, out of the love of
* their hearts, pulled nffa falrly polished -

e perfot mance.

The first piece was a Mozart sonata for

‘departed for dinner.

! v ' . !

violin and piano, the instruments played
*respectively by Wendy DeVivo and Bruce
Wolsoff. [t was a difficult piece, yet they
achieved a sonorous blend of harmony. All
things considered, they performed the first
- movement very well with few mistakes.,

, Next in the concert, Bruce played the
first movement of another Mozart sonata.

. (Is he a Mozart freak? He seems to have a
- touch for it.) This was a technically difficult

piece that | have heard Bruce play before. He
already had the notes down pat, and seemed

. to be concentrating more on tone and feehng,

which | noticed were'better this time.

Bill Averbach and Paul Barringer played
a Thelonius Monk tune, "Round Midnight .
The performance was total improvisation
except for the framework of chords and
melodv. Paul’s voicings and Bill’s inflections

were their own spontaneous additions.
Both are very good at improvisation, i.c.,
thcy performed the piece and brought it to

eak with original,flowing ideas. ~-

The final performance was Rickshaw
Madness, composed by our own Lance Tait
and performed by Emily Hay on flute and
David Scgarnick on guitar. { dug this piece.

It was simple. It was original. It was eccen-

tric. | asked Lance for a comment. Quoth
he, ‘No Comment " A man of few words and

many notes.

The show ended with an lmpromptu
version of / fust Made It Up by Markus
Pinney. He put his heart on the {ine and
caught the mood of the crowd as they

‘Murk, you maniac,
can you hear me?’

The concert, ﬁrst of a ten- -part series,

Concert .

was a smashmg success. The student turnou t
was large and appreciative. We have Bruce.
Wolsoff and Bill Averbach to thank for their
efforts to organize this events We must also
thank the musicians for their participation
(and in one case, weirdness). However,we
have no one to blame for the piano 1hat went,

out of tune during the concert. (Dld you

notice? | didn’t.)
o ) ~ Rex Goldfarb

THIE
I‘?NJIOI\I

. This is the second in a series.of
potem‘/a/ paper airplanes about David
Schechter’s senior project music/theatre .

piece, brought to you by the people who N

brought you the munition for the SA GA
~of Pearl Harbor. '

When beginning any piece of work,
an artist must decide what medium is
most appropriate for him to work in.
The visual artist may, for example, S
choose clay or wood or oil paint. The
musician decides upon what instruments
and what time sighature he will compose
for. in the same way, when creating an
original piece of theatre, a particular
idiom of expression must be arrived
upon, or else no unified reality will exist
onstage. In the Bartok music/theatre
piece, we have given the idiom or dram-
atic language we have decided to work
with, the name of tableaux.

A tableau, in our vocabulary, is a
“stage pictuire. " The basic nature of the
tableau might be as ordinary as a family
seated at a dinner table. What qualifies
this stage picture is that it is composed -
by the actors involved in it themselves,
as opposed to being blocked out for
them by the director. My role as director
is rather to help the actors realize all the
sense elements available to them as they
create their tableaux. | point out the -
spatial tensions.they are creating on stage
by their physncal proximity to each other
the musicality of the sounds they make, -
the expressiveness involved in how they
use the light and shadow onstage.

But, what is it that can make a
tableau theatrical? What prevents it from
feeling like, say, a three-dimensionalized
mural? What can give it the richness, the "
live tension that makes for excitement in
the theatre? In traditional terms, the

- answér would be “‘subtext.” An actress
handing an actor a cup of coffee is not
_exciting because of the aesthetic beauty
- of her gesture, or the pretty china cup
her coffee is in, but rather the feeling
that there is some line of tension, a

! live wire of emotional subtext between
the two characters involved. Her action
is merely a wave on top of the ocean.

© It is my opinion that it is not nec-

- essary that an audience be able to teil

exactly what the specific subtext of a
tableau is. It is enough that they sense
that'some underlying"meaning exists. In
~fact, if the dctions performed on stage
Care deh‘oerately ambiguous, {(but not un-
focused) I believe the audience will be
all the more tantalized. If an audience
sefnises that what occurs in a theatre space
is a metaphor, they may then delve into
their own psyches to try to decode the
signals sent to them by the actors. This
investigation on the parf of the audience ~-

- creates the rich feeling of life actlvtty in

the theatre space. ‘
In a traditionally naturalistic theatre,
as | understand it, the subtext conveyed
to. the audience would be related to some
universally felt psychological or emotion-
- al human condition. However, what we,
in our piece, are attempting to- illumine .

=lieffect on the audience that music has

theatrically is not the human condition
per se, but the nature of a particular
musical composition, the Bartok 4th
string quartet. We are working toward
creating tableaux on our stage that do
more than just evoke a recognizable

—llpsychological reality; they must some-

llhow be made to have the indescribable

as it resounds in the listener’s ear.

- " David Schechter
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BThe Observe/'xs an rndependent student publi- |

§cation of the Bard College community. Publi-
cation is bi-weekly during the Bard College
1 ac?‘demrc year. Letters to the Editor and
other inquiries should be addressed to Box 85
@Bard College, Annandale-on-Hudson, New r
gYork,12504. The contents of the Observer | Wl tCh doc to rS

re copyrlght 1976 by Observer, Inc. unless There is a terrible disease p.resent’m
othefwise stated. The Observer is a member the vicinity of Bard College. It is an ail-
of the Alternative Press Syndicate and sub- ment that affects every student, on or
Wscribes to College Press Service/and Inter- off campus, and may prey on unsuspec-
Bcollegiate Press Service. The opinions here- ting town people. This unfortunate can-
flin are not necessarily those of Bard College cer is Northern Dutchess Hospital.

Northern Dutchess is a magical land.

#or the Editorial staff.
‘ ' Pills are handed out like gumdrops, pain-

; ‘ killers are offered as a common courtesy,

and misdiagnoses flourish like ragweed in
An Alternative Newsmedia Project

springtime. The examples of this omni-
present, bizarre ineptitude include: diag-
nosing a phantom case of VD, the over-
prescription of antibiotics that promote
yeast infection (without a preliminary
throat culture), a misdiagnosed ear infec-
tion, the non-diagnosis of a broken arm,
badly-set bones and an inconclusive, un-
warranted diagnosis of hepatitis. On 'the
ethical side, we have a doctor asking a
Bard female out to dinner in the middle
of a medical.examination.

As students, we can put up with the
inconvenience of cramped and dilapida- .
ted institutional housing and the absence
of quality and variety in our mstltutronal
food; that can be chalked up as the sac-
rrflce compromise, and even romance of _
student living. But can we afford the ex-
istence of institutional medicine?

Editor-in-Chief: Jeffrey Watnick
Associate Editor: Gail Levinson
W Art Editor: Lora Jacobs ~
§ Business Editor: Phil Carducci
Technical Editor: Linda Hirsch
- @ Proofreader: " Shelia Spencer ,
8 Staff: Mark Callahan, Robin Carrol,
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t Salamon, Erlc Weisman,
Typists: Jennifer Fischer, Marylou
Scofield, Karen Varbalow , Cathy erhams
Dawn Zaluka
Cover Photo: Valerie Shaff
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A woman, confused an
woman, open and listenii
Women’s Alliance is alf a
plan. We scheme. We lal
fives are multicolored str.
weaving a rope of trust a
Not to tie us down but
to women when we neec

We offer ourselves to tl
We are here to represent
of every concerned wom
have a meetmg every Mo
in the Women’ s Center,\

should be undertaken by the Medical Ex-
aminer’s office at the insistence of Bard
College officials, But until then, we ad-
vise all Bard students not to become

sick or injured; Northern Dutchess may
inflict you with far more than you bar-
gained for.

Where |
'is the Actiom?

In the February 25th issue of the Ob-
server, the editorial Pinball Wizard appeared
in the attempt to straighten out the irri-
tating problem-of having the telephones and
pinball machines living together in an alcove -
in Dining Commons. Later that day, at the
senate meeting, Theo Jolosky assured every-i :
one that he would look into the problem ‘
and see what should and could be done. . .

Tomorrow will be March 25th, and as
of this writing the machines and the tele-
phones are still in competition. Telephoning
‘students are still complaining that the back-
“ground noises make it sound as though they
are calling from a shootmg gallery at Coney
Island (which | doubt is appreciated during -
long-distance conversations) and the more
serious pinball addicts are moaning over the
distraction of trite phone—users when they
‘are engaged in the serious business of trymg
to geta free game.

Steven Pouchie, a B:
giving outdoor lectures in
{Commons dlscussmg the ¢
{ our education is based.

*.‘chusetts and Florida, with more to follow.

Photographers: John Burnett, Anlbal
Gonzalez, Evan Hall. ,

- '
]

The Observer apologizes to Phil Carducci for*
’mrttlng his name from the fine sports articles
published in the last two issues.

.

Agaln in this sprmg of a Presrdentlal Year
the media are organizing our politics for us.

It may be the universally noted decline of the

media that accounts for the depressing specta-
cle of the primaries in New Hampshire, Massa-

Meanwhile, the events themselves (if there is

an event! ) is hidden somewhere under the me- '

dig, somewhere between Mary Hartman Mary
Hartman and All In The Family.

There seems to be'a man with a large smile,
a Southern accent, and vague reference to pea-
nuts and nuclear physrcs who is very willing to
be President., He doesn’t seem to have settled

opinions and his record is_quite flexible; his

great virtue is that he will not be deterred by,
principles from doing what might appear use-
ful if elected. Right after him, a close com-
petitor, is a man with a large pub ic record
and some fixed, convigtions - a last- ditch
hawk in Vietnam, darling of the military con-
tractors, confrdant of the CIA, staunchly pro
labor, a decent stand on the envrronment and
‘welfare and (up to now) on civil rights. This
man has prmmples some rather frlghtemng
ones.

There is another chap who has been running
for a long time and seems to attract 15 -30 %
of the vote, mainly from people who don’t
like politicians or government and are turned
off. If elected, which he won 't be, he would
be a disaster - Gnless-in ruining the presidency
;}S an institution completmg the job eron
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that Bard is famous for getting a wide

assortment of wrtch-doctors in their me-
dical program. Even if we changed clinics, by working toward producmg some qualr- |
these hacks would still be practicing therr ty in student life at Bard. How can the ad-
voodoo on someone. A full scale investi-
gatlon of Northern Dutchess Hospite

CBS, WNET: all have the same inputs and out- . P
puts. Yet, perhaps, there is something one can : =
do. One can remember the Pentagon is still / — ! P -
spending over 50% of the free budget — $110 b .
billion next year. And $15 billion of arms was
sold abroad last year, to be cut to only $9 bil- -
ion (hopefully) next year.
What is there to do? Think of the polluted
Hudson, the proliferating atomic bombs and
nuclear reactors, the CIA and FBI out of con--
' t trol, teachers fired and fireman, hospltals
and Ford have so well begun, he might en - closed.
' g(;uragekthe Congress to govern. That would  What do you do when there s no show on o \
-bearis Tv? o ' .
These are the Democrats. Do you wonder Maybe it’s tlme to think of takmg over the . .
why a lot of folks don’t vote? - media, \ S .
The Republicans offer a used - up movie ac- Maybe it’ s time to think of how to get our S
tor on a road show and an incumbent whose country back. : . Come
main virtue is that he dares to come out in - Professor R. J. Koblitz ' . magaz
- public. Each claims to be more truly conser- N G Saltor
vative than the other, by which they seem to ‘ i
mean more rrrelevant more given to rhetoric- fruit,
al flourishes toward Castro the Russians and HEAL
the unemployed and neglect of critical social ) POSS
ills of the society. Each believes in giving busi- '
ness and corporations a free hand, abandoning 876
-the cities and their confined masses, and re-ln- \ .
troducing capital punishment.
The first lesson of this seasan is that TV po-
litics is as pointless as TV culture, as reliable as
TV advertising, as infantile as the public con-
Jured up by, created by, the boob tube, BUSINES
' Perhaps we can fall back on some reflectjons )
from a larger famrlrarrty Wwith American poll-
tics:
1) Fortunately, primary elections have littie $25.00
to do with government,; Campaigns are a means -

Pouchie questions w
should only deal with the
lieves that the maturing o
feelings (which he calls he
stressed.
| Pouchie sald, onac

noon, Education tends t
and techniques necessar)
of an industrial society,

{ size the value of the emo
| process.

What | think he ist
education needs to expl
{ lack of love and trust be
{ Pouchie comments that |
to experience greater con
a person must inherit th
receive love within their
ships, before it can be fu
the structure of society. |

Come on, Theo. You're the organizer
of all those Quahty of Student Life com-
mittees; let’s get on the ball, so to speak,

The problems go beyond the fact

ministration expect to command respect

or earn credibility whén any affirmative

-action concernmg the students is so slow l
in arriving? '

‘sho‘w, onTV.?

2) Personalrtles are the darling of the media,
who lack the capacity for anything else, but
are in the end of very little account. The set-
tlement of harsh issues in the most powerful
and dangerous nation in the world will not
rest on a smile or speech-writer/joker.

v

It remains to ask, what should one do about
it? Realistically, as always, there isn’t much we
can do. The procedures are not meant to be *
run by us. They are meant to turn up the |  [esmmmms
same answer whomever you vote for = NBC, -

of access to office, not a preparation for gov-
ernment. The candidates are concerned with

the game of raising money and winning smalt
arbitrary primaries, in which it appears that f
bigots and fools cast more votes than patriots

or phllosophers.

. i :
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wants and needs

Social. Many plans are in the making; there is
room for everyone to pursue her own particu-
lar interest. Right now we are-working on es-
tablishing a gynecological clinic on campus,
showing some woman-made films and present-
ing another theatre group after the great re-
sponse from the Sp/derwoman performance
last semester. »

Whatever you think the Women s Alliance is,’
you're probably wrong. Come see who we -

n this campus. Wereally are.
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Lisa Preschel

fm Maf@h

His lectures are bnght and mformative
and carry a lot of meaning in them. One of his
remarks that struck me the most was when
he said, A society like ours needs the ed-
uccmona/ system to take a different approach
with regards to realizing the full effect that

Y-

it can have on influencing peop/e to /ead more ‘

meaningful lives.
Owing to the intent and force behmd

what, 1c is doing, | would really be happy

in seeing more students and faculty taking

an interest in what is going on at Bard.People :

should really stop. and listen in on the lec-

tures in order to hear what is being said for :

themselves. .
He is plapning on starting a student con-

ference sometime in April. If you are inter-

ested, contact him to receive more information |

on what it will be dealmg with and when it
will meet

I

Valerie Drayton

. e ’ pusor V - — -

]
|

LETTER§

To the Edltor

Please add this fab/e to the growing list
of complaints against the management at’
Kline Comrmons.

A weary student, at the break of dawn
struggles (through snow, rain, or bitter cold)
toward main campus from h:s/her distant
dorm (Blithewood, Robbins, Manor, Barracks).
Perhaps he/she has just ﬂmshed a mght of

studying, or has gotten up early for one reason’”

or another,
When this person approaches Commons

he/she is met with darkened lights and ]anltors

security men, and cafeteria staff who rcfuse
to answer the plea to open the doors. Thus,
the hapless student is forced to sit in said
snow, rain, or bitter cold until a reluctant
cafeteria person finalily shows some mercy

. by letting the wretched Bardlan enter and

collapse in the lounge.

Admittedly, most mormngs there is not
a mad rush to get into Commons — yet there
are several early risers.who would appreciate
the chancc to sit in the lounge in the morning
to write letters, listen to the music, or con-
template the view. But Commons, by order
from ). Gavin, does not open any doors until
7:45 on weekdays and 9:30 on weekends.
Ridiculous! Where is a person supposed to
spend the time prior to this? | myself, after .
walking from Blithewood, neither intend to
stand outside for half an hour nor walk aim-
lessly around the campus. Waking friends in
nearby dorms is not the most tactful way to
seck companionship, and since the library,
pool room, and bookstore open even later,
they offer no solution. .

It is also aggravating that the building
closes at 12:30 and all who arc relaxing in the

- lounge at that time are evicted. Can anyonc

give mc a reasonable explanation for this?

The cafeteria and coffee shop are safely
focked up; 1 don't object 1o that of course,
But why also the lounge? There is little to
steal or damage (far less than in the lounges
of dorms, for example, which are always
unlocked and vulnerable to damage and theft)
Reason scems to tell me that, if other buil-
dings go unlocked 24 hours/day 7 days/wce

the Jounge section of Commons should be aiso

Who can offer valid objection to keeping
the Commons lounge open? 1'd like to hear it
if you can find one. Your excuse cannot be
one of added expenses, since I’m not asking
for a night staff or any comforts other than

" become cwdenl

space and time. Electricity is not a’ nactor
either, since even now both reading lamps are
Icfi on (with no one allowed to read under
them of course) from mxdmght till dawn.
Thdt's:a present expense you're coping °

. with anyway; if the Iamps must be on, why

can’t we use them? It’s about time for the
student [ounge to be available to the students
whenever and for as long a time as they please.

\A * Shelia Spencer

To the Editor: ,
The new Botstein administration has now
been in office long enough for its policies to
First among its priorities is
money. | can't argue with the need for Bard
to be solvent, but it scems that there should
be other considerations as well. Primarily |
am concerned that Botstein might attempt to
alter certain aspects of Bard in order to insurc’
financial security and attract financially secure
students. We, that is,all concerned members of
the commumty, must watch the actions of
Botstein and his new administration very
closely, especially at this critical period of re-
assessment and reorganization of this college
and its policies. As | see it, Botstein wants to
conceive and direct this new era personally,
with little consideration of student input. 1
have heard him say that he assumes an ex-
tremely high degree of student apathy, and ~ |
perhaps correctly. He accepts this general
apathy as a mandate to rule Bard unhampered
- by consideration of student participation in,
or opposition tohis regime. if we do not
begin to show some signs of effective organ- .
ization and concern now we will very likely
be pushed aside by the Botstein administra-
“gion’s strong bureaucratic drive in deciding
this college’s future. Before we know it,
unpleasant and objectionable deyelopments

'

Mon - Sat

ines, vitamins, seeds, grains,
| products, yogurt, dried

auts and much more.
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DID YOU KNOW?

AYEAR or a SEMESTER abroad
., may be cheaper than a
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Whaleback nn

steaks—lobsters |

“house of flne food”

may well be fait accompli. But these new
policies will be hidden and mitigated by
superficial and cosmetic improvements on
campus such as horseback riding and !
yellow paint in Albee and Sottery. Bard
especially should not let itself be blindly -
led by Botstein. As students here we inherit *
a strong tradition of participation in the
administration and formulation of school
policy. We will regret it in the upcoming sem-
esters and years if we fail to assert and exer-
Cise this right immediately.

[

Mark Callahan

RST
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I

Checking Accountls
Suvings Accounts

28 West Market St., Red Hook _‘
7582311 |

‘ -’5‘758-8600
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Sight Peint instituts
is a summer community of
scholars for outstanding
students interested in lit-
erature, psychology, and
philosophy. The instructional
system, like that at Oxford, is
based on intensive tutorials.
Excellent recreational oppor-
tunities are provided by a
rural setting on the coast of
Nova Scotia. Forinformation,
write to Sight Point institute,
361 60th Street, Oakland CA

94618.

"BEVERAGE \ WAY

Beer &'Soda Discount

Rt Red Hook ‘

Has a complete line of imported beers
and ales at discount prices. We alse

have keg beer and tapping equipment.
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VARSITY SOFTBALL

- As of Aprsi 5th softball practice -will take:'pl'ace

on the softball fleld All members of the team are

asked to bring their own gloves.
The team opens against Vassar College on

~ April 25th, with a doubleheader at home, and on

May 1st, travel to Albany for the Northeastern -

Softhall|

GUIDE TO MONEY

$500 million dollars.

FOR HIGHER EDUCATmN 1

Guide to more than 250,000 Scholarshlps and y
Financial Aid Source — items valued at over

Athletlc Conference Championship Playoffs which

Bard has a good chance of wmnmg

v

TENTATIVE SCHEDULE — SPRING 1976

n’

Apr. 25
Apr. 28
May 1°
May -2
May 9 -
May 15
May .16
May 22
May 23

Sun.
Wed.
Sat.
Sun.
Sun.
Sat.
Sun.
Sat,

[ Sun.

Vassar (2)
Vassar

- 'Holy Cross
. Open* (2)
~ Faculty
"~ Holy Cross
SAGA (2)
Open* (2). C

"~ *Qpen Dates will be filled — possible teams: Marlst College, Stelners
Annandale Hotel, Red Hook Seniors, Magdal Inn.

€

If yol happen to be in the gym one day and

hear howls of agony seeping through the

-floor, you can be sure it is one of the pool
enthusnasts bemoaning the condition of the

" cues, balls, and tables they must use.

_ For those of you who do not coprt the cue
. and cushion, this is of minor concern, but

® several drdent players are fast approachmg

_suicide due to the frustration of coping with
chipped balls, warped or broken cues, and
tables with a 30-degree tilt.

Mercifully, the tables are to be repaired this |
summer (involving complete dismantling, lev-
eling, smoothing of cushions, resewing of poc-
kets, and a new covering of felt) at a cost of
approxnmate!y $300. At that time, we will
also finally receive two bridges and a cue ball,
which have been absent since September.

So why am | complaining? It is not because
of the cost to the students; the repairs are done
every three years, involving an average of a mere
15 cents pér student (most activities, whether
engaged in or not, are costingius much more).
However, on its budget the athletic department
can oniy ‘afford to do this every third year,
which is three times too long for the tables to
fall into ruin.

There is also the matter of replacing brokcn
cues and pilféred balls and chalk, which adds
to expenses. Admittedly, an occasional fac-
ulty child is discovered jousting with cues,
playing squash with the pool balls, and jump-
¥ roping on the tables, but for the most part
damage is inflicted by Bard students and their,
guests. That marvelous feat of strength which
allowed you and your buddy to lift a corner of
that heavy table is probably the reason said ta- -
ble now has a tilt; the power which enabled
you to break the pack so beautifully that five
balls went shooting off the table and against
the far wall also tends to do some damage

Duehng with cue stlcks isn't very constructlve
.either.. '

Rhlnebeck

15 East Market Street - Rhmebeck

" We Seryicé all Makes and Models

NE Athletic Conf. Champs. (2)

'Everybody out ’of the Pool

- pool players still have a price to pay:

Blcycle Shop nc.

Dealing in Raleigh - Panasonic TCqumbia

¢

12:30 pm

4:00 pm
- 10:00 am

1:30 pm

N

1:30 pm
1:30 pm
1:00 pm,

Please rush me

I am enclosing $
Name

Contains the most up-to-date information on:

Scholarships, grants, aids, fellowships, loans, work-study programs,
cooperative education programs, and summer job opportunities; for
study at colleges, vocational and 'technical schools, paraprofessional
" training, community or two-year colleges, graduate schools, and post-
graduate study or research; funded on national, regional, and local
levels by the federal government, states, cities, foundatlons, corpora-
tions, trade unions, professional associations, fraternal organizations,
and minority organizations. Money is avallabie for both average as wcll
as excellent stidents, both with and without necd

BENNETT PUBLISHING CO.
Dept. 214, 102 Charles Street, Boston, Mass, 02114.

copies of GUIDE TO MONEY FOR HIGHER EDUCA-
TION at $5.95 plus 50c for postage and handling for each copy. :

(check or money order).

Adddress

City

And despite, the»mlnor financial burden«, the
enduring
present conditions until they can be altered,

- meanwhile hoping that the damage will not con-

tinue after repalrs are made. On this budget,
you won ’t be seeing any new tables ( the ones
we've got are easily worth $2-3,000, if given

half a chance to remain intact) and if the de-

struction continues, condl‘nons Can only get
WOTSE. !

What can be done?Don’t g0 pctltlonlng
CharliePatrick to be more generous— the con-
cern needs to come from the students them-
selves by respecting the cquipment and the .
right of others to enjoy its use. If we break
bridges and cues, we can’t expect them to be
repaired overnight, and damage to the tables

themselves may literally have to wait three
years {o be properly repaired.

[ hope that the pool room will not succumb

‘to the fate which overshddows much of our

athletic equipment, ect. here at Bard: to be

willfully destroyed by the pcople it is meant to |
. serve.

A student concern is desperately need-
ed, not simply for pool, but for each aspect of
college life. It's our money that pays for this
damage, and if less is needed to be spent on
repairs, conditions here would be drastically

~ improved. We've got to stop fighting our-

selves, because we are losing out on the bene-
fits Bard otherwise might be ayle to provide.

o

Shelia Spencer

VARSITY TENNIS

“SOON!!

i—)—l—l—)‘f)_)_i

) v | | ) s ) s ) S

@ Copynght 1976 Bennett Pubhshmg Co.

INTRAMURAL BASKETBALL

FINAL STANDINGS
*Won

Team Lost

Brew’s Crew’ - 5 0
*{talian All-Stars 3 N
*Tewksbgry , 3 7 2
§ Callahan’s Raiders 2 3
. SAGA 2 3,
Faculty - 0 5 y

*Playoff for 2nd place - to be held before
March 25th. {0

BCHAMPIONSHIP GAME March 25th at 7 00 PM

(between 1st and 2nd place teams)
SCORES OF GAMES - March 18th,
ltalian All-Stars 64 - Callahan’s Raiders 43
Brew’s Crew 57 — SAGA .55~ —

Tewksbury %] - ‘Faculty 46

‘i_--_--——--—----

|c/45RT&-’CBEA

R.)OCKE FELLER

A'BRIAL'S LIQUOR STORE

. -U ial
Spring Tune-Up Specia 110 Speed reg. $9. 95 1 now v $7.95

i Special Prices on Ralelgh Gran Prlx 876 .- 4025

oy i) ) ey e )

11 North Brdadway
Red Hook, N Y. 12571
7589421 _

Come and see us.

4

A

Open 9am — 7pm Daily
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