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"Instead of accepting the
division of mankind, it is
our duty to act in the
manner best designed to
establish man's oneness.”

~—Dr, Martin Luther King, Jr.

* Inside x

"Politics in America"

Smce the eiectlon many people have bcen
wondering: Will there be isolationism for
America after Bill Clinton is sworn in as
President? Will therebe
a change in Congres-
sional diplomacy now
that there are more
Democratic members?
Answers to these ques-
tions were offered in
Olin Auditorium last
Friday where a small
but interested crowd
gathered to listen to “POLITICS IN
AMERICA” — A Post-Election Conference.

Ronald Steel, a Professor of International
Relations at the University of Southern
California, said that he was not happy with
the topic description because he was not
convinced “we’ve ever beenisolationist.” It
is unfeasible for any president to decide to
lead his country in or out of all foreign
affairs. Although domestic issues took pre-
cedence during Clinton's campaign, he too

A post—elect:on conferenceyat Bard Cotlege

-wzll mewtably have to deal with forelgn

policy concerns. “The American people” a

in any case, “looking to be very selective of
whatevents the United States participatesin
globally.” It is Steel’s opinion that our
country “is deeply dependent upon the
world in a way we haven’t been recently,”
and therefore, the nation under Clinton’s
administration will be moving toward less
of an interventionist policy.

Michael R. Beshloss, an international rela-
tions historian and co-author of At the
Highest Levels: ThelInside Storyof the End of the
Cold War {coming out in January), said that
Clinton will have to make a lot of “very hard
choices ina very short time.” Clinton made
few commitmentsconcerning foreign policy
during hiscampaign, but this does not mean
he was not expecting problems. According
to Beshloss, the conflicts in Europe and Asia
are not ending, but are rather unfolding;
therefore, complete isolationism at this time
would not be the favorable action for the
United States to take. A new type of isola-

tionism, however, could develop if the
“president was willing to educate {the pub-
lic] on involvement and sacrifice.” Beshloss
foresees a selective isolationism where ma-
jor U.S. intervention would depend on an
international crisis.

Charles Kupchan, an Assistant Professor
of Politics at Princeton University and
member of the Policy Planning Staff of the
U.5. State Department, believes thatalthough
isolationism at times seems favorable it will
not go into effect any time soon. He said that
the theory that our interests as a country
would be protected by pulling back is not
true; while some think “over ambitious in-
ternational objectives...[create] a whole realm
of problems at home,” he feels that “the
administration mustaddress these problems
as domestic.” According to Kupchan, our
country has historically followed the policy
of isolationism, and such a policy is politi-
cally appealing because of our geographic
location, but “American prosperity is tied in
with that of global prosperity; therefore, the

continued on page 5
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TheStudent Forummeeting held
. last Wednesday evening featured
litter and storage space, an election
and an im-
peachment
committee.
Moving
through six
agenda items
in just under
two hours,
the planned
: discussion
concerning “the efficacy of student
government” was tabled until the
next Forum meeting scheduled for
December.

A proposal concerning storage
space in dormitories was intro-
duced by the Student Life commit-
tee; the proposal would redefine
storage areas during the academic
semesterssothattheresultingspace
could be used for other purposes.
" Currently, the storage rooms in

most dorms are overflowing with
debris left behind from as far back
astwenty yearsago,and the College
is going to be cleaning out these

‘rooms and holding an auction for
the unclaimed items this coming
February. Student Life Chair Erin
Lawstated that the SL.C “wanted to
get input from the students about
how this space should be used [so]
we don't end up wasting it like in
the past.”

Theproposal centered around the
idea that during the semester four
areas on campus would be desig-
nated for storage. With the assis-

tance of Buildings and Grounds,
students would put items in these
allocated spaces which might not
be in their own dormitories. The
resulting empty rooms could then
be used for studio space, practice
areas, study lounges or club space,
dependingon what theresidents of
the dorm choose. Between semes-
ters, this space would again revert
back to regular storage space. This
resolution was met with approval
by the Forum, but it was decided
that more specific information
would beneeded about whatspace
will be available before anything
could be officially resolved.

Another concern of this proposal
was the security of storage spacein
light of the high numbers of thefts
recently. Law stated that “we need
totakeresponsibility [for] ourselves
that our own things are safe.” The
resolution called for students to
work in conjunctions with the Peer
Counselors and with Security to
devise accurate lists of what items
are placed in storage and to whom
they belong. Coupled with the use
of uniformlabels, that will be made
available by the College, the safety
of everyone’s belongings could be
ensured.

An anti-litter resolution was
sponsored by Greg Giaccio which
stipulated that clubs be held ac-
countable for the messes left be-
hind by their parties and by the
signs posted around campus. Clubs
that failed to clean up twenty-four
hoursafter theevent would befined

* the Entertainment
Committee presents

STYVE

Hip-Hop/Funk from NYC

Fri., Nov. 20th at
11pm

Free w/Bard ID in the Student Center

by the Planning Committee out of
their next semester’s budget allo-
cation. “Those willing togo through
the process of registering a party
should be devoting that same en-
ergy towards cleaning up,” com-
mented Giaccio. “It'snot so hard to
put up signs; why should it be so
hard to take them down?”

ition to this resolution arose
from the fact that Buildings and
Grounds is already supposed to
charge clubs who leave behind an
excessive mess. “Only the Entertain-
ment Committee has been charged
so far,” said Treasurer Matt J. Lee.
“EitherB&Gistakingitonthemselves,
or clubs are doing their job.”

The issue of signs around cam-
pus raised the most controversy.
“It’s a simple thing,” argued Plan-
ning Committee member Jesse
James. “Everyone can take down
the out-dated signs when you're
putting up your own. It seems idi-
otic to have to take down all the
signs that you put up yourself.”
The distinction between who isre-
sponsible for cleaning up what was
also questioned as Ephen Glenn
Colter asked, “Do you Observer
people pick up all your papers?”

The resolution was ultimately
defeated by a significant margin.
As SLC member Jason Patch com-

Students walking to the Bard
bookstoreSaturday morning were
greeted with a strange sight. A
s % blue Ford
§ Taurus in a
# handicapped
parking spot
behind Stone
Row was
discovered
Saturday
morning
with its
windshield smashed in. The re-
mains of its front side windows
littered the car’s upholstery.
According to Director of Secu-
rity Bob Boyce, the car had been
leftillegally parked thatafternoon
as its owner, a resident of Stone
Row, moved items between the
car and the dormitory. The stu-
dent had asked a friend to move
the car afterwards, but Boyce said
from his personal observation the
car was still there, undamaged, as
of Saturday at 1:00 a.m.
Boyce noted that there were
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mented, “We can do this voluntar-
ily; we don’t need this because the
Student Life Committee can get
with clubs on a voluntary basis.”
Ideas such as clubs dating their
ownsignsorusing fewerbutlarger
posters wereintroduced tohelpcut
downthelitter,and manyexpressed
the need for more bulletin boards
on campus.

Giaccio sponsored another pro-
posal which established an ad-hoc
committee to draw up impeach-
ment proceedings for the Student
Constitutions. “Thisisnotmeant to
get anyone,” stated Giaccio. “It's
just to make the Constitution com-
plete because the issue of im-
peachments was left out as an
oversight.” This resolution clearly
passed after Lee commented that
impeachment procedures are
neededbecause, “If you think there
is nothing the six of us on the Cen-
tral Committee can do, then you
are mistaken.”

In other Forum news, an ad-hoc
library committee garnered five
volunteers to work with Head Li-
brarian Jeffrey Katz and a commit-
tee of four faculty members con-
cerning such issues as the new li-
braryadditionand book selections.
The SLC has also been looking into
getting change machines on cam-

pus and has constructed the ride
board located in the Post Office.

One seat in the Arts Division still
remains vacant in the Educational
Policies Committee after Meghan
Stern was nominated for the re-
maining Language and Literature
seat. The EPC hasbeen workingon
facilitating the up-coming class
registration and providing more
support services for learning dis-
abled students. Campus-wide
elections in the near future include
the offices of Student Life Chair,
Secretaryand Treasurer,inaddition
toaseatontheSLCandanalternate
for the Student Judiciary Board.

Addressing the continued
occurance of clubs organizing
events conflicting with Forum
meetings, Secretary Sally Mehrtens
pointed out Clause 2A in Section 3
of the Student Constitution which
states that clubs could lose their
“remaining monetary allocation”
if they plan “an event or activity
opposite a regularly scheduled
meetingof the Forum.” “Thisisjust
a warning because it’s been hap-
pening too much,” threatened
Mehrtens. “We will become a bit
stricter.”

The next Forum will be held in
two weekson Wednesday, Decem-
ber 2nd at 7pm. TP

footprints on the car’s hood, roof
and trunk, and inferred that the
damage to the windshield was
caused by repeated kicking and
someone actually sitting on the
windshield to create an indenta-
tion. The front windows were
cleared out, but nothing was sto-
len from the car. There were ap-
parently no witnesses, and there
are no suspects, as Boyce
said,”There’s no way of knowing

who did it.

“[The vandalism] was an act of
pure maliciousness,” Boyce con-
tinued, “It doesn’t make any
sense.”

Boyce added that the car’s
owner plans to drive the car to
New York to replace the wind-
shicld. The owner of the car could
not be contacted beforer the Ob-
server went to print.
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‘No Rights For Blacks?

On Saturday, November 14th
Alton H. Maddox, Jr. gave a talk
entitled “After Four Hundred Years
s BN in America
Dg  Blacks
Hagve any
Rights that
Whites Are
Bound to Re-
spect?”
Maddoxwas
the  chief
counsel in several controversial
court cases including those of
Howard Beach, Tawana Brawley,
Bensonhurst, Rev. Al

can receive the proper protection
necessary.”  According to
Maddox, in four hundred years
no white man has ever been put
behind bars for raping a black
woman. He cited a true story
about a black woman named
Cecilia who wasboughtasaslave
and then forced to fulfill her
master’s sexual fantasies. When
Cecilia decided she wanted a
family of her ownand refused her
master, the masterreplied “Nigger
bitch! You belong to me and will
do what I say!” In desperation,

from practicing law not because
he had done anything wrong, but
because he decided thathe had an
“obligation to fightinjustice,"and
therefore, could not cooperate
with the Grievance Committee’s
request to be shown the Tawana
Brawley files. Maddox refused
on grounds of client confidential-
ity and was “suspended [without
atrial] for standing upfora fifteen
year old girl.” In 1990 the New
York Court of Appeals judge re-
fused to review Maddox’s case.
This same judge was recently ar-

rested by the F.B.I for

Sharpton and the Central
Park Jjogger. He wasalso
the founder of Evans Col-
legeforJustice. Hislecture
was held in Olin Audito-
rium and was sponsored
by the Bard Black Student
Organization.

“White people will
neveradvance withoutthe
black man and woman,”
yet“whites willneverlove
us.” This was just one of
themany emotional state-
ments Maddox made as
he tried to illustrate that
blacks must fight for the
basic human rights that
they deserve. He ex-

. sexual harassment and
extortion, but has not
had his licence sus-
pended.

Tosome, Maddox may
seem to be making a ra-
cial issueout of toomany
things, but as Maddox
strongly stated, having a
Tacist view is often the
only way forblacksto win
in civil rights cases.
"There is no reason why
we should be embraced
in racial conflict,” said
Maddox but, "you can-
not expect Black people
to experience injustice
after injustice without

plained that many blacks
do not feel they are part of
the American family.

First of ali, blacks were slaves,
and therefore, were not given
consideration when the constitu-
tion was written. “Anybody who
is not white cannot be a member
of Uncle Sam’s family.” Perhaps
if Uncle Sam had been depicted
without race, blacks would have
felt more welcome, but this is just
nottheway things wereand blacks
cannot be expected to “cooperate
with evil.”

Second, “no womanin America

‘and much more...

PEGASUS

COMFORT FOOTWEAR
65 Tinker St., Woodstock, NY 12498
914-679-2373

she kiiled the man. Several law-
yers tried to represent her with a
plea of self-defense, but were de-
nied by the judge who said that
she had no rights. Cecilia was
found guilty and hanged. The
atrocity of this event and many
like it often goes unchallenged;
this is why Maddox believes that
the days of white men "putting
their handsonanybody they want
must come to an end!”

The denial of rights was not
limited to the days of slavery and
is not confined to women alone.
Maddox himself was suspended

fighting back...There are
no black racists! We do
not have the power to enforce rac-
ism." Yet, "there will be a better
day...people whoare powerlessare
going to have to acquire power so
wecanhaveajustand freesociety."

Maddox responded to one
student’squestion about whatcan
bedoneinthe present "thatchange
hastocomefromoutside therules”
and that there is no such thing as
working within thesystem. These
were not the words of a spiteful
man, bur rather the words of a
man willing to put his life and
career on the line in the name of
justice and equality.

& ‘Jewelry, beads, memorabilia, accessories,
g Amgy~Navy wear, blacklight + vintage posters,

incense, patches, rings,
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Dead
Goat

The opinions in this column do not necessarily represent those of the
Observer staff or editorial board in any way. They were just found “on
the ground.”

So, you want to piss people off? Why not? There is lots of value
in shock value and it’s time you learned to make that annoying
personality of yours work for you. That's how Madonna got to the
top. That’s what gives David Letterman the
highest ratings in his time slot, aside from the
fact that his show is run opposite re-runs of
Supertrain. The really successful people in the
world know that there isno such thing as bad
publicity.

Peopleat Bard have recently tried to cash in
on the piss-off trade. Most notably the enig-
matic Mr. Armadillo X and the more enig-
matic Coming Out Guy. Are they the same, are they different, are
they male, are they female, are they you, are they me are they your
best friend? We don’t know. However, mysteriousness only
works so far. Dr. Leonard Jeffries and Alton Maddox ex-
esq. succeeded in riling people up and they even used their real
namesand faces. However, their methodsareall the same. They're
my methods. I taught them everything they know. And if youread
along you can piss people off like the pros do.

About now, you're probably saying to yourself, “Yeah, I'm a
nobody now. But I could be a somebody if I could just get people
angry at me. Now, how do I go about that?” .

Yes, folks, there is a lot of work that goes into being insensitive
and offensive. You don’t just become offensive overnight, unless
you forget to shower and brush your teeth in the morning. You
must ask yourself who you want to offend? For how long do you
want them to be offended? What will their offense bring you
besides riches, fame and burned effigies of yourself?

First of all, start small. Start on a small college campus where
peopleare pretty apathetic and you really have to be offensive for
them to get off their butts and persecute you about it.

Then there is the problem of who you should offend. Ethnic
groups are easy fodder for offense. They’re very sensitive about
things like being down trodden and oppressed for centuries and
after all that time still not being able to get a fair shake in the
modern world. What a bunch of whiners! What do you care? If
you're white, and male, you own everything! America’s legal
system was designed by guyslike you and for guys like you. So go
ahead and be insensitive. It worked for David Duke, state assem-
bly man in Louisiana. It worked for Pat Buchanan, ex-speech
writer for Richard Nixon. Why not make it work for you? Aside
from the fact that some disgruntled minority could throw acid in
your face.

If you find this unappealing or you are a minority yourself, you
could offend political groups. Even Rev. Jesse Jackson used to
aggravate the pro-choicers of America by telling them they were
involved in genocide simply because most abortion clinics in
Americaarein poorneighborhoodsin urban areas. The pro-choice
groups used to be very active reactionaries. One letter in a public
forum calling them baby-killing pagans used to be enough to
elevate you from nobody to “evil oppressor of women.” Sadly,
pro-choicersare hardly active anymore. They have finally realized
thatabortionislegal and no amount of marching, rallying and coat
hanger displaying will make abortion any more legal.

Some people think that feminists are a fun hornets’ nest to kick
over. Actually, it’s a lot more like kicking over a tortoises’ nest. ' i

continued on page 5 -
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Highlights Of local and national news
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Fiﬂun: 3 _Rivers of Inciz

Global warming and ozone depletion grab most of the headlines,
but the less dramatic and more immediate problem for the world
environment is the international economy. A clear link exists between
economic pressures and the cannibalizing of the
biosphere. The fact that so many so-called Third
World nations have large debts owed to institu-
tions in developed nations gives multinational
corporations, such as Union Carbide and United
Fruit, and international organizations, such as
the World Bank and USAid, leverage to force the
creation of counterproductive development
projects in these nations. Many are calling for
environmentalists, labor groups and human rights groups to consoli-
datein order to coordinate their actions and their prograrms across
national frontiers. '

Smitu Kothari is one of the leaders of this movement to make
international organizations accountable for their destructive actions
upon the world’s ecosystems. A Humphrey Fellow at Comell witha
doctoratein film, Kothari spoke at Bard last Wednesday, thanks to the
efforts of the International Relations Club and Air, Water, Earth. He
addresse the current opposition to the construction of thirty large
dams on a river in India. If completed, these projects will displace
aboutone million people in a nation withno alternative land on which
to rehabilitate the dispossessed. Kothari has recently testified before
the U.S. Congress, the Canadian Parliament and the World Bank
about the destructive results these dams wouid bring. He reminds
them that no nation is isolated in the modern world—smokestacks in
Britain bring acid rain upon Germany’s forests, and that deforestation
in Nepal brings floods to India’s farmlands. He has also helped to
organize an advertisement in the New York Times signed by 850
environmental groups world-wide, protesting this dam project with
an unprecedented coalition. Kothari's efforts have helped turn large
dams from being a symbol of progress and development to one of
loathing for sympathetic environmentalists across the globe.

“Nature isnot a passive entity to be dominated or expropriated,” he
told the Bard audience. “It is dynamic, a life-supporter.” He advo-
cated using a supra-national power to protect the environmental |

“commons” instead of continued reliance on market forces to create
“ecologically-safe” technologies.

Kothari’s concern is that the global economic reorganization dis-
guises what is really a pattern of recolonization. Here, his logic is
presented: Who is paying for these large dams? Western interests.
Who will get the electricity? The local industries run by Western
interests. Who will get the goods and services these industries pro-

continued on page 5

In Clermont a retired Bard
College literature professor,
Elizabeth D. Stambler, passed
away this
Sunday.
Mrs. Stam-
bler was 69
when she
died. She
will be re-
membered
dearly for
her accom-
plishments as a teacher, wife,
mother, and grandmother. The
memorial service will take
place at the Bard Chapel on
Saturday, November 21st at
2pm.

In Fishkill, hunting has been
banned at the Melzingah Reser-
voir because access to the prop-
jerty can only be gained by
crossing lands belonging to a
New York State park. The
hunting season runs November
16th through December 8th, but
any hunterscaughtonthe Park’s
property will be heavily fined.
In Sacramento, CA alaw was
passed to give gay and unmar-
ried heterosexual couples more
legal rights; 40 couples have
registered sofar. In Cambridge,
Mass. 11 couples registered un-
der a law that will give them
rights equal to those of married
couples. Only 18 other cities
have ever passes such laws.

In Detroit, the entire city is
patiently waiting to seé if jus-
tice will be served in a murder
trial regarding the brutal beat-
ing of black man, Malice Green,

on November 5th. Four police
officers (including a black ser-
geant) are facing charges, and the
victim’'s father has filed a $61
million lawsuit against the city.
Some people fear city wide vio-
lence if the outcome of the case
doesnotseem just, butso farthere
have been no large demonstra-
tions of supporters for either side
of the case.

Nationwide, the United States
may once again become "the
promised land" and "the land of
opportunity” as refugees fromall
over the world (especially East
Asia, theformer Soviet Union,and
Africa) seek to immigrate to our
country. Theserefugeeshavebeen
driven from their own lands be-
cause of famine, poverty,and war.
They hope to find a better life
elsewhere and assume their
chancesarebetter with the United
States than with any other nation
especially since President Elect Bill
Clinton has vowed to reduce im-
migration backlog and create a
better atmosphere for potential
immigrants. Under Clinton's
proposed policies: Haitian refu-
gees will not be forced out of our
country without first having fair
hearings, cruel and uncalled for
treatment of illegal immigrants
trying to cross the Mexican bor-
der will be reduced, immigrants
testing HIV positive will not be
excluded from those able to enter
the country, and a more sympa-
thetic to those fleeing China be-
cause of the 1 child policy there,
These plans are not definite, but
are being seriously reviewed.

Upcoming Local Events:

The Power of Jewish Art
Workshop on Jewish Creativ-
ity, Identity, and Renewel. Sun.
Nov. 22nd 2-5pm. Woodstock
Jewish Congregation Bldg.
Route 212, Saugerties.

Dominons Seapods Great
Music and Dancing. Fri.
Nov. 20th 11pm. Rhinecliff
Hotel. 2 miles west of
Rhinebeck 876-8688.

The Hour Dancing Jam.
Sat. Nov. 21st 1lpm.
Rhinecliff Hotel. 2 miles
west of Rhinebeck 876-8688.

Santa’s Magical Arrival
Santa’s First Appearance of
the Season. Sat. Nov. 21st
1&3pm. Hudson Valley
Mall, Fingston.

Cholesterol & Glucose
Screening 12 hr. Fast Re-
quired. Fri. Nov. 27th 8:30-
10:30am. Hudson Valley
Mall, Kingston.

Toll-free Information
numbers:

FREE CAREER LITERA-
TURE Info on Special Schools
In Many Fields 1-800-223-4542.

A.LD.S. Information and
Advice 1-800-541-A1DS.

FINANCIAL SERVICES
Credit Advice and Services 1-
800-326-8284, 1-800-788-1141,
1-800-368-4500

DRUG ABUSE Information
and Support 1-800-662-HELP

ADOPTION SERVICES
Pregnant Counseling, Medical
Care, and Housing Info 1-800-
722-7731

BARD STATISTICS

1 - There are 22 listings under "Love" and oniy 1 under
"Hate" on the computer card catolog in the Bard ler@r

p. -,_On the same system, there are 5,450 listings for fhe U_.S.

3 - 25% of all teenage prenancies in 1988 resulted ir
abortion. (According to a U.S. Public Health Service surv

The Poughkeepsie Journal, Nov. 17th issue.)

4 - Teachmg at Bard this semester there are: 42 Arts, 30

35 Social Studies, and only 13 Natural Sciences and
Mathematlcs professors.

to ‘this, the school paper was called the Messenger,

and the Barchan.

Lyre Tree, .
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continued from front page

U.S5.should work fora moreequal
partnership [with other nations]
and try peace-keeping instead of
peace-making.”

James Chace, the Henry R. Luce
Professor in Freedom of Inquiry
and Expression at Bard, said that
“foreign policy isa paranoia.” He
. believes that Clinton should be
able to concentrate on domestic
problems. “First and foremost,
the deficit must be reduced now
and not later.” If serious stepsare
not taken to put the economy in
order, said Chace, there willbe no
money with which to have a for-
eign policy. “The United Statesis
not a superpower; there are no
superpowers! Superpowers can
pay for their own wars. [Desert
Storm was for the most part
funded by other nations.]” Chace
believes that thereshould and will
be severe reductions of European
troops. He also believes that we
should start concerning ourselves
with other things, such as a pos-
sible build-up of military power
in Asia and a move towards
overall weapons reduction.
“Those that think the Cold War is
over are wrong because the Cold
Warwasnota waratall, butrather
a long peace.”

Some of the questions follow-
ing the presentations were: What
are the country’sinterests? Chace
replied that one of the nation’s
primary concerns is toensure that
Europe is not dominated by one
power and that there is a balance
of power in Asia. Steel replied
that another interest is that the

November 18, 1992

confined. Will there be a power
split between the northermn and
southern parts of the world?
Chace answered this question as
well by saying a money split al-
ready exists; “there are the Yen,
Dollar,and Marc(i) blocks.” What
about environmental issues?
Moderator Sidney Blumenthal
answered this question by saying
that Clinton has already ap-
pointed AlGoreto deal with those
issues and that his role will be a
veryactiveoneinspired bya “very
radical, different, view.”

The second half of the confer-
ence was concerned with “Break-
ing the Congressional Deadlock.”
Throughout the presidential
campaign, Bush blamed his
administration’s lack of signifi-
cant activity upon a Democratic
Congress that rejected his pro-
posals and which he had to con-
tinuaily veto more than any other
president.

Jane Mayer of The Wall Street
Journal agreed with her fellow
panelists that much of the friction
between the White House and
Capitol Hill would lessen with
the arrival of both a Democratic
President and Congress. “But
gridlock won’t mysteriously dis-
appearover-night,” shecautioned
whileattributing much of the cur-
rent paralysis of government to
the conflict of special interest
groups. “Itisonly amatter of time
until money finds its way to the
politicians,” she predicted, and
questioned whether or not
Clinton’s administration was

The Jerome Levy Economics Institute of Bard Cellege

FALL 1992

LEVY INSTITUTE LECTURE SERIES

4:00 p.m. Lecture

Thursday, November 19, 1992

Ishaq Nadiri, Professor of Economics, New
York University, will be giving a lecture on
"The Effects of Public Infrastructure and R & D
Capital on the Cost Structure and Performance
of U.S. Manufacturing Industries."”

Part of a free lecture serics - everyone is welcome.

spread of nuclear weapons be

“going to set a new tone” in rela-
tion to catering to the special in-
terests.

Assistant Professor of Political
Studies and History at Bard Col-
lege, Jonathan Kahn, discussed
budgetary gridlock as politicians
point to the abstruse enigma of the
budget in every campaign. Kahn
described the budgetas the symbol
of how we think of government, in
terms of its efficiency, and as a po-
litical tool of policy control. “The
budgetis not really abouteconomy
and efficiency because waste and
fraud keep resurfacing,” he com-
mented. “It facilitates growth by
opening channels but does not
monitor how that money is used.”

The “privileged” language of
the budget makes it difficult for
the public to understand and al-
lows only “experts” to introduce
new ideas. The Republican de-
vice of “central clearance” is a
major source of deadlock by ap-
pointed committees that review
legislation and decide how to
regulate it. Congress can be “cut
outof theloop” whenalawcanbe
dismissed as not cost-efficient,
summarily deregulated and made
effectively useless (which has

R

happened to many environmen-
tal laws beneath the Committee
on Competitiveness). “This prac-
tice involves excluding groups
from substantive discussion of
politics,” he continued. “If laws
are passed and not implemented,
deadlock will rermain.”

Benjamin Barber is the Director of
the Walt Whitman Center for the
Culture and Politics of Democracy at
Rutgers University and he focused
on a “new form of gridlock in the
electionprocess.” Barberbelievesthat
the American peoplearein deadlock
with their own politicians, which
explains the enthusiasm for “inde-
pendent” candidates such as Ross
Perot. “A new form of populism that
isunraveling the two-party system,”
‘was how he described this phenom-
enon, which could lead to a “prom-
isingbutexceedingly dangerousnew
world.”

“This could become the annihi-
lation of democracy through
redemocratization,” he stated,
implicating that this populism
contains elements of “demagogu-
ery and a great deal of irresponsi-
bility and finger-pointing.” By
finding political scape-goats the
American people can deny their

Goat marches on

continued from page 3

Their responses tend to be long-winded and boring explanations of
feminist theory quoting famous feminists like Molly Yard or Molly
Pitcher or something. Even worse, they’H quote an unknown feminist
making you look dumb as well as ignorant.

Sexual preference groups, such as SM ACES or homosexual rights
groups that seek equality for people doing something that’s no one
else’s business anyway are also easily offended. Whether you attack
them on the basis of religious taboos or with pseudo-scientific ex-
planations of why they could go blind, they usually respond quickly
and with great verve. Best of all, they have the coolest slogans and
demonstrations. There really isa group that marchesin drag chanting
“Goleft! Go Gay! Go pick up the gun!” And if you act now, they could
be doing it outside your very window for your own personal funand
amusement. The only problem is that when they say “We're here,
we're queer and we'll never be silent again!” they mean it. Pick up a
pair of earplugs so you can sleep soundly before cailing Queer Nation
a bunch of queers.

“But Greg,” I hear you cry, “What about religious groups?” Sorry,
there are no moral majority fundamentalist religious groups on
campus. You'll have to take a bus to St. Patrick’s cathedral with ACT-
UP before you can earn the ire of organized religions. But here at Bard
you can criticize anyone from Jesus Christ to Martin Luther to the
Holy See and no one will know who you're talking about, let alone be
offended. Watch, ¥'ll show you:

CREATIONISM IS A LIE! EVOLUTION IS THE TRUTH! THE
BIBLE IS A FAIRY TALE!

Wait a week and there still won’t be any reaction.

If you follow this advice, you'll soon be off to fame, fortune and
bomb threats, just like Governor William Casey of my home state of
Pennsylvania. Hey, how do you think he got to be governor?

By the way, if you were offended by this column, good. I'm not just
columnist for the Observer (a club specializing in pissing off the
oversensitive), I'm also a client.

own civic responsibilities and
foster an uneducated mob men-
tality that could overrun Ameri-
can politics. The only way to pre-
vent this downward trend is with
increased education; in Barber’s
words, “it is crucial to create a
thoughtful citizenry capable of
responsibility and accountabil-
ity.”

t);aarber concluded: “If Clinton
is to escape the new gridlock
of the public at war with the
government, he needs to pay
attention to civic literacy
through education for the next
generation to have prudence
and responsibility.”

As Kahn commented,
“Whether or not it is a good
thing to break deadlock is a
whole other panel.”

Moderator and Bard History
Professor Mark Lytle said that
“gridlock has saved us from our
worstimpulses if we look at some
of theexamples of history.” Mayer
responded that “gridlock canalso
saveusfromourbestintentions...it
isa virtue only to those who need
nothing from government.” ¥

Person of
the week
continued

continued from page 4
duce? The Western markets and
the Indianmiddlemen. Isthisdam
project truly aiding the local na-
tives? No. Is the ecological dev-
astation and societal dislocationa
fair bargain to the people who
will be dispossessed by the dam?
Ultimately, Kothari would an-
swer, no. His substitute solution
is a series of miniature programs:
one small dam, perhaps, accom-
panied by advances to make the
most use of local water supplies
for the needs of the local people.
In India, the villagers’ lives are
intimately connected to their local
ecosystem. Environmental con-
ditions affect culture. At issue is
the disruption of an entire way of
living.

And so, the Observer selects
Smitu Kothari as our Person of
the Week. He believes in growth
and progress, but insists thatlocal
lifestyle and consumnption prac-
tices considered, and he rejects
currént programs of multinational
development as misguided. The
existing programs are simply
unacceptable and in helping to
sustain our planet, he helps to
sustain us all.
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‘Shameless Fi

Most people at 1
period, aslwork here

computer gods to these people 'Ihey haveno resson fo believe that ‘

anyone in their nght mind should want to know. as much about

computers as the folks who work at Henderson do (unless, of

course, they’re hot-shot math majors with immeasurable amornts
of pride who would much rather die than reveal the need to ask for

assistance). So they come to seemeas animportantand integral cog

in the squeaky wheel thatis the  Computer Center. Teven garnered

enough respect (or'was it ironic pity?) for a few of the Freshlings to

start calling me “Mr. Computer Man.” Ade got a nicer nickname
than I d1d-—but1 d;gress

'refemné to their computer savvy And eventuaﬂy, asthe semester '
grinds on, the happy Freshfolk begin to learn to fend for themselves

around a computer. Which is just as well for me; since by this time,
I the cute high-spiritedness I displayed so readily over
the summer is lost over nerves and bxtterness dirccted towards my
studies. Fair trade, I think.

And yet, there are still pe(;ple who don’t know how to run a |

computer. Hey, that's fine. That's what I'm there for; it’s my job.
_ But after two and a half months people still do things which can
make the easiest minimum wage jobintoa living cycle of hell. So,

oW any"sympathy TI'mnot an

msxde, and the"_ '

Men's V-Ball

Informal practices start after
Thanksgiving break.

Every day at 4:30 in the Gym.

ller!

pswhich wxll makethelivesofthe

Welcome again to the wild and
wacky world of Bard sports and
related events. Please forgive me
if T seem a
little frazzled
thisweek, it’s
just that I am
still recover-
ing from a
bout withthe
frostbitten
toe syn-
drome. Kiris,
you wereright,Ishould havebeen
wearing a sock. Anyway, on to
the sporting news of the week.

All-Conference

Five of Bard’s distinguished
crop of athletes were selected by
the Independent Athletic
Conference’s coaches to receive
All-Conference recognition in
their respective sports. In cross
country, Evan Rallis and John
Hannon were chosen torepresent
Bard among the conferences top
runners. Chris Turbett and lan
Brandt were chosen from the
men’s soccer team as a result of
their outstanding play through-
out the season. Also, Cara
Graninger earned honors on the
courtfor the Women's Tennis team
asshe wasalso singled out for All-
Conference recognition. Bard
athletes will also garner more
honors later as the All-District,
and All-Conference players are
named for the other fall sports.
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Ccyngn'atv.xia’clonsr Hard workdoes

pay off.
Fencing

This past Saturday, the Bard
fencing team ventured to their first
meet, hosted by Vassar. Among
the highlights for Bard during the
meet was Bard's win against the
United States Military Academy,
7-2,inthe Epee class. Both Shawn
Taylorand Peter Boriskindefeated
all three of their opponents in the
win. The women’s team led by
Angie Jancius with eight victo-
ries, also proved a tough test for
the four other teams represented
at the meet, Haverford, NYU,
Brown, and MIT.

Basketball

During the week, the Bard
Blazer basketball team hosted
Dutchess Community College for
a scrimmage. Bard lost by amere
three points, 55-52, despite get-
ting 18 points from transfer Doug
Young, and another 14 from
sophomore, center, William
Purdom. The Blazers' first regu-
lar season game will be Nov. 20th
at Albany Pharmacy, with their
first home game coming on the
24th against Vassar. Come out
and support your team.

Intramurals

In intramural floor hockey, the

captain of the Mother Puckers (3-
0), Javier Salinas, wanted to make
it clear that, “We're gonna win!”
Salinasseemed dissapointedatthe
amount of press, or lack there of,
that his team has received, com-
menting, “Write somethingabout
us!” All I've got to say to Javier
and his teamis, don’t [ose or there
will be hell to pay in these pages.
The Mother Puckers did however
defeat theWeed Wackers, 6-0,and
the IBH Crew, 3-0. The IBH Crew
was apparently over confident,
coming off a win over Sons of
John Glenn. The Sons of Glenn
also tied the Weed Wackers 1-1
earlier in the week.

Intramural volleyball continued
last week, with the International
Attack again destroying anyone
in their way to the title. This time
it was the Dirty Dogs who got
cleaned up on and waxed, 15-7,
15-3. Next in line for a stomping
by the Attack is Souffle Potentate
and Her Minions of Despair,
whose record is already 0-2. In
those competing for the “best of
the rest” title, Something in the
Air, captained by Dana
MacDonald defeated Souffle 15-
3, 15-7.

Oh, by the way, Men’s volley-
ball practice will be starting on
Monday, November 30th, at 4:30

~ pm, in the gym. If you have any

questions about volleyball, con-
tact Carla Davis, at exf. 529.

('ﬁ

Men's Fencing
Saturday, November 21st
vs. City College of NY

Women's Fencing
Saturday, November 21st
vs. City College of NY
w/ Vassar College

Sports Schedule

Men's Basketball
Friday,
at Albany Pharmacy
Tuesday, November 24th
vs. Vassar College
Wednesday, December 2nd
vs. Yeshiva University

)

November 20th

7

GREA TkAMERmAN-

(@O0U

On the fourth Thursday of November, Americans get lots of turkey.
On the third Thursday of November, they get to go cold turkey. Join
the Great American Smokeout—millions of Americans across the
country will takeabreak and try not to smoke for 24 hours. How about
you? Or, if you don't smoke, adopt a smoker for the day and promise
to help that friend get through the day without lighting up!




THE BARD OBSERVER November 18, 1992

Another View

Student Association
Elections

Come to the Student Forum,
December 2nd at 7pm

Y

2 Planning Committee seats
1 Student Life Committee seat
1 alternate SJB seat

s,
%ﬁ:\:\\a\(\\ “

-’

The following elections will be held by
the Student Forum at large on Thursday
and Friday, December 10th and 11th:

K

AT THE. BARD BOOKSTORES
‘NEW MARVEL £ Dc TITLES A

/ -UNDERGROUDS (o anoReckes, gtz

i

Secretary
Treasurer
Student Life Chair

‘ EVGHTBALL, OMAMA, Exz- 57 ASK ATTHE DESKL)

sGRAPHIC. NOVELS 3COoMPILATIONS .

‘,:;(\f;'; 3
Nad

Y/

Statements of purpose for these three
positions are due to Sally Mehrtens no
later than 5pm on Thursday, December
3rd. If you have any questions, call Sally
at 752-7529 or write to Box 1009.

Sean O'Neill's guide to identifying intellectual terrorists

intellectual terrorism—n. to dominate or
subdue through intimidation by under-
mining the target’s confidencein theirown
powers of reasoning,

Espousing extremism—For example, the
British Empire has subjugated the natives
of Ireland, dispossessing themof theirland
and cultureand substitutinga royal hierar-
chy and an alien history. In the 1890s, a
nationalist movement arose under a poli-
tician named Parnell and various native
literary talents aspired to create a history
for the Irish peoples. W.B. Yeats won the
Nobel Prize for his poetry based on this
tradition, and this body of literature and

_history was used to justify an armed re-
bellion against the oppressors. Today, a
few hundred people claim thisbackground
as justification for acts of terrorism. The
IRA has killed three thousand people in
the past two decades. The British domina-
tion, they claim, is extremism, and the only
Pproper responseiscomparable extremism.
The result is a split society, fragmented
into two camps. One is either Catholic or
Protestantand no compromise government
can be tolerated by either party. When
someone looks at a person, they do not see
individual traits and thoughts, they only
see hatred. Each side framesall intellectual
thought in a bi-polar framework, severely
limiting any opportunitiesforindependent
thinking about alternatives. Each side
practices intellectual terrorism, using

emotionally charged references based on
controvertible facts to peg any theory
outside this dualistic view as disloyal,
unpatriotic, sacriligeous, and possibly a
moral offense to a portrayed God. No one
is to question who gave these I'T’s the right
to take God and convert Him into a bullet
to be shot into the hearts of men and why
there are many saviors on Jesus’ cross.

Smearing Tactics—For example, after
World War II the globe was divided up
essentially into two armed camps and all
questions of international relations were
forced into a constricting, bi-polar view of
the world. One was either a communist or
a democrat and no compromise govern-
ment could be tolerated by either party.
When the governments of the U.S. and the
U.S.5.R. investigated people, they did not
see individual traits and thoughts, they
saw only hatred. Senator Joseph McCarthy
and Premier Josef Stalin used emotionally
charged referencesbased on controvertible
evidence to peg any individual who acted
outside this dualistic perception of the
world as being disloyal, unpatriotic and
inherently Evil. Hollywood and major
media organizations were denounced as
propagators of subversive propaganda,
and thousands of individuals were black-
listed, often on the basis of religious beliefs
which happened to be common to peoples
of the enemy nations. It progressed to silly,
trivial rewritings of history, so that now

the Russians had invented baseball before
the Americans and American choreogra-
phers had invented the basis pf Russian
ballet. The world was forced to believe that
American Jews had invented the horrific
Bormband that Russian Jews had stolen the
horrific Bomb. These latter statements
played upon commonly held suspicions
aboutanon-conformist social group which
often was portrayed as holding key posi-
tions in society. As of last month, Polish
politicians were explaining that the harsh
economic measuring were the result of the
Jewish elite controlling the establishment,
when in fact, those of Jewish affiliation
represented less than three percent of con-
trolling positions from top to bottom.
Scapegoating is a common technique of
the intellectual terrorist.

® Coors (cans)
$10.99/case

@® Hamm's
$4.19/6pk

@ Meisterbrau
$8.99/case

A page of unedited observations from guest writers

Beverage way

superRMARKET of beer and soda
Rr. 9 2 miles North of Red Hook Traffic Lighr

Draped in their Flag—For example, be it
a Panamanian strongman in nationalist
colors, or a Slavic president in nationalist
colors, or a Middle Eastern terrorist in na-
tionalist colors, the garbisused likea wand
to wave away dissent. Intellectual terror-
ists corrupt legitimate ethnic or national
pride by clothing their tremendous egosin
traditional garb, so that by criticizing their
convoluted logic, a challengeris portrayed
as attacking an entire social group.

Divide and Conquer—For example, here
is a hypothetical situation: an intellectual
terrorist chooses to speak before an as-
sembled crowd of people in the United
States. The manipulator knows that the
audience has more diverse backgrounds
than would be the case in a crowd in most

continued on page 10

® New Amsterdam
$4.99/6pk

@ Schwinks
$2.99/6pk

@ British Ameri-
can soda
$0.79/2L
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To the Bard Community

1. We, the undersigned, are strong sup-
porters of the need to transform this coun-
try into a truly multicultural society——a
world free from racism, anti-Semitism,
sexism, homophobia and other forms of
discrimination, a world in which every
minority cantakeprideinitsheritage while
fully participating in society at large. The
recent talk at Bard by Leonard Jeffries has
demonstrated the need for free and open
discussion about multiculturalism in gen-
eral and the relations between the various
segments of the Bard community in par-
ticular.

2. While we support Prof. Jeffries’avowed
aim of promoting multiculturalism, and
acknowledge the importance of his goal of
promoting a greater awareness of African-
American history and culture, we can sup-
port neither his manipulative use of his-
torical half-truths nor the anti-Semitism
which has been implicit in some of his
public statements. Neither intellectual dis-
tortion nor bigotry has a place in true
multiculturalism, which openly embraces
all minorities in our society, whether reli-
gious, ethnic, national, sexual or other.

3. A just and pluralistic society must
actively redress the wrongs done to op-
pressed minorities, and inasmuch as Prof.
Jeffries has thatas hisgoal we supporthim.
But redressing past inequalities cannot be
resolved by attempting to promote a previ-
ously oppressed group as superior to all
others. Prof. Jeffries’ positioningofhisown
culture above all others is an understand-
able reaction to the long oppression of
African-Americans, but is ultimately an
approach that solves no problems.

4. At the present moment in history it is
certainly people of color who are particu-
larly oppressed in American society, and
this oppression deserves special attention.
But other minorities in our society have
also been, and still are, the objects of dis-

~ crimination. Ultimately the oppression of
any one segment of American society will
terminate only when the oppression of all
minorities ends. Pitting one group against
another, and denying the minority status

Jeffries is

. The purpose of this letter is address the pre-
sentationmade by Leonard Jeffrieson Tuesday
November 10th. If members of the audience,
specifically the boy who yelled “shut up,” toa
wormnan expressing her opinion about the Ku
Klux Kian, had been listening more closely,
they would have understood the concepts that
Dr. Jeffries was explaining. Some important
factsshould bestatedbeforethisletter proceeds
any further. Dr. Jeffries is not anti-white, anti-
semitic, or homophobic. He does not want
black supremacy, just as he does not want
white supremacy. Heisanintelligentand well-
spoken man who wants to guide people to a
more open and dear sense of reality. He is

giving penple the tools to expand their own
minds. Dr. Jeffries is showing people the in-

or suffering of any group, will never help
eliminate discrimination for anyone in the
long run. In particular, just as expressions
of racism should never be allowed to go
unchallenged, neither should anti-
Semitism, even if the latter is invoked in
the name of a progressive cause.
5.Overcoming the painful oppression of
minoritiesin this country willbea complex
and difficult process, fraught with tensions
between people of color and whites, be-
tween Jews and gentiles, between hetero-
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What are the goals of |
multiculturalism?

by Tracy Feldman

In light of the current visit by Leonard
Jeffriesto Bard, many questions wereraised
inmy head inreference to the multicultural
movementhereat Bard andanywhereelse,
for that matter. There are many things Ido
notunderstand aboutmulticulturalismand
its goals, and I have tried to clarify my

thoughts in the paragraphs below:
sexuals and & sep Ifeelasthough
lesbians and despite the rich
ga)[s:Thereel_re cultural variety
legitimate dis- found withinthe
agree ment's human species,
between vari- there are certain
ous segments things most—if
of our society not all of us—
that cannot be share. It is my as-
glossed over. sertionthatweare
To resolve all searching for
these tensions purpose, for a
we need mean- placein thiscrazy
ingful dialog world where we
rather than mu- are  needed;
Eloalll‘ rea'lmmaa ¥ d'vi- searching for
n 1vl-

I L other people to
siveniess.Racism whom we are
will onty be indispensible. Of-
overcome by ten our searches
building coali- are fruitless, and
tions. i inferi

feelings of inferi-
6.Weappred- ity,of insecuri
atethe effrts of breed and foster
everycne on within us.

campus who has worked tocombatevery form
of discrimination and to promote a truly
muiticultural society. Muchremainsto bedone.

Ethan Bloch
John Ferguson
Matthew Deady
Jonathan Kahn
Peter Dolan
Nancy Leonard
Jonathan Kligler
Dan Freedman
Mark Halsey

not racist

tenseand brutal racismbuiltand bred intoeach
and every nook and cranny of this civilization.
Thereason heisbeing threatened isbecause he
is a black man with a strong mind. The reason
he feels he has to wear a bullet proof vest is
because he has a voice and a purpose. He
speaks only the truth. People have to learn to
look deep inside themselves and find the rac-
ism hidden within. It may be as minute as an
atomlodged in the corner of the subconscious,
or it may be as large as a cancerous tumor
running rampant throughoutthebody. People
seeonly what they want to see. It stimeto open
eyes wide and exarnine the truth about racism
and white-supremacy.

Genevieve Kropp

These feelings of insecurity can come from
persecution, or they can lead to persecution.
People who feel insecure, inferior, whether due
to persecution or not—when given the chance
to feel superior to another individual or group
of people—ofiten take that chance. Rather
than acknowledge everyone’s importance
in this world; everyone’s contributions to
the lives of others, it frequently becomes
more desirable to take the other route, and
make others seem inferior or feel inferior.

This “reverse persecution” is very com-
mon, asinsecurity and feelingsof inferiority
are comimon.

Many individuals and groups of people
have been persecuted periodically or con-
tinually by other individuals or groups.
Jeffries knows this, probably from first-
hand experiences. Many if not mostpeople
know this and have been targets of perse-
cution of some sort or another during their
lives. It is all too easy to look for a simple
solution-—a simplified way of looking at
the world—"us” and “them.” Language is
used to create and strengthen these over-
simplifications, by using the rhetoric of
classification (wordslike: “Black,” “White,”
“Faggot,” “Jew,” “Arab,” etc.). The exces-
sive use of these words only serves to
furthersimplify, furtherdivide thisalready
much too divided world.

The more people actually talk, listen and
actually try to understand one another, the
more people are going to find that these
oversimplifications; these stereotypes and
often hateful terms are meaningless—they
cannot be seen as truths or even partial
truths—life is much too complex for that.
A White American is not the same as an-
other White American; an African is not
the same as another African; what some
will do, others will not; what somebelieve,
others do not.

It would seem that for a multiculturalst,
or any human being, it would be more
productive to use the power of language
and understanding to break down the
classifications we use for the persecution
of one another, instead of strengthening
the oversimplifications of “us” and “them.”
We really need to try to understand one
another, as members of different, rich cul-
tural backgrounds; as sharers of different
versions of the human experience; as
seekers of purpose, all in our own varied
ways.

Thought-provoking

Professor Leonard Jeffries’ presentation
oninclusion in the Bard curriculum brought
on anger, support, and much confusion on
campus. His supposed anti-semitistn and
homophobia stirred up a number of Jewish
and other students who felt he spewed
rheotoric that centered on the superiority of
Afrocentrism and put down other groups.

In his speech were great numbers of ref-
erences to African contributions to society.
He pointed out how Europeans stole or
imitated the ideas of various ancient Afri-
can civilizations. He blamed the media for
taking his ideas and comments out of
context. He displayed articles and schol-
arly text that helped prove his point.

The main goal of the presentation was to
show how other cultures have beenrobbed
of their merits and places in history. In the

A page of unedited ohservations from guest writers

long tun, much of what was said sparked
fear in many people’s minds. A curriculum
of inclusion threatens the Eurocentric point
of view and their dominance in the world.
Thismay have angered many. Though white
racismis goingonevery minuteof every day
inall that people do, the thoughtof givingup
sodominanta position toBlack, Asian, Latino,
and Native Americans makes many whites
shudder. Why should a person of ethnic
background be made to feel insignificant in
terms of history and society?

One does not have to agree with all that
Professor Jeffries lectured about. Why not
focusontheideasinstead of theindividual?
It should beemphasized thathe challenged
the Bard community not to accept what is
presented academicaily and in texts on
continued on page 14
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International Relations News

by Joshua Ledwell

On November 8, a Japanese freighter left France with a cargo of 1.3 tons of
radioactive plutonium for Japan. The Japanese government says that it plans to use
the material in a prototype “breeder” nuclear reactor. The cargo, classified as “near
weapons grade,” is the largest shipment of plutonium ever attempted. It is the first
planned part of a original program to bring nearly 100 tons of the element to Japan
over 20 years. However, on Nov. 13 Japanese officials, in response to international
pressure, hinted that they might scale back their plans.

The move has drawn fire from environmental groups, who fear that an
accident could scatter the virulently radioactive plutonium into the ocean.
On Nov. 9, the freighter’s armed escort ship reportedly collided with a
vessel from the Greenpeace environmental group. Greenpeace has pledged
to follow the plutonium all the way to Japan.

Concern over a possible accident has also caused many foreign govern-
ments along the route to Japan to refuse the freighter passage through their
territorial waters. Governments in Asia, wary of Japan’s militant history,
see the plutonium as a potential threat because it can be processed into
“weapons-grade” material. Nations have expressed further concern that
the plutonium might be vulnerable to terrorists. If Japan does not reduce its
goal for plutonium possession, it will eventually possess more radioactive
material than that contained in the entire American military arsenal. Experts
say that this much plutonium could never be used in nuclear power plants,
especially since the breeder reactors that will use the plutonium are supposed
to create more fuel for themselves even as they produce electricity.

The United States has supported the shipment of plutonium. It retained some say
over what use the material would be put to, as the plutonium was originally
American nuclear waste that was reprocessed in France. U.S. spy satellites will keep
the freighter under surveillance, and watch for accidents or hijacking.

The United States is balanced on the edge of a trade war with the European
Community after a breakdown in negotiations with EC member France. The U.S.
recently announced that EC white wines would be subject to a200% tariff beginning
on December 5. The import tax will affect white wines from all European Commu-
nity members, but France will be the hardest hit by the new tax since the vast
majority of EC white wine is made in France. The tariff was levied specifically to
affect France because the French government had resisted U.S. pressure to lower its
subsidies for native farmers. The tariff would triple the cost of imported European
white wine for buyers in the United States. However, the extra cost would not be
felt by consumers until long after the new tax is imposed, because retailers have
been stockpiling European wines in anticipation of the looming trade war.

Farmers are politically influential in France, and President Mitterand has been
hesitant to lower the large government subsidies they garner. The United States
argues that these subsidies give French products unfair advantages on world
markets. Chancellor Helmut Kohl of Germany is probably the only European
leader that could convince Mitterand to compromise on his farm policies, but he
had refused to try, probably to avoid antagonizing the French public towards
Germany as well as towards the United States. Each side’s refusal to compromise
on this issue has jeopardized the success of the General Agreement on Tariffs and
Trade in lowering tax barriers among the world’s strongest economies. Both the EC
and the United States agree that a trade war now will hurt their recovery of their
economies from recession.

A _demonstration in Germany last week to protest violence against im-
migrants was disrupted by radicals who threw eggs, tomatoes, and paint
bombs at German President Richard von Weizsacker and Chancellor Helmut
Kohl. More than 300,000 people turned out to protest neo-Nazi attacks on
foreigners seeking political asylum in Germany. However, the meeting was
broken up by leftist radicals from the opposite end of the political spectrum
as the neo-Nazis.

The large crowd missed the first half of the keynote speech by President
von Weizsacker because the public address system failed. While police held
up large plastic riot shields to protect him from thrown objects, the presi-
dent spoke into a dead microphone. After the loudspeakers came back on,
the 300-400 radicals present did their best to drown the speaker out with
whistles and shouting. Politicians later tried to express their disgust with
neo-Nazis and their support for foreign refugees in television interviews.
But they were muffled by leftists using high pitched whistles that caused
feedback in pickup microphones. ‘
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What is SMOG, anyway?

We have our ransom orders from the
planning committee to write this letter to
dear old Observer explaining who and
what SMOG (Student Mechanics Open
Garage) is and does (their hostage is our
budget). Thad had a grand letter formingin
my head, full of subtle wordplay, esoteric
allusions and intricate humor. Until I dis-
covered our budget allotment was only
two fifths of what we needed.

SMOG isa student run club dedicated to
providing members of the Bard commu-

" nity with the space, equipment, and exper-

tise necessary for the maintenance, repair
and restoration of all manner of machin-
ery; and to aiding community membersin
learning the rudiments and intricacies of
power mechanics. Community members
are allowed to use SMOG facilities to fix
their own machines. It is also possible to
pay SMOG people to fix your machines,
(our labor rates are one third to one fifth of
professional rates), or to have SMOG people
teach you how to DIY. If the planning
committee hasn’t given us enough money
to buy what’s necessary to fix what you
got, we can tell you the best place to go.
In addition, SMOG owns a 1974 Chevy
van that, (if we can ever buy the tools
necessary to fix the poor beast), could be

used to do on-site repairs (jump-start, flat
tire, other immobilizing calamities) and
would be available for use by other clubs if
they provide the gas.

The SMOG facility is a cinder block
building located on Woods Road, past
Woods Studio, next to the new athletic
field that Joel built on top of our beloved
and environmentally sound junkyard. The
facility is open to the public during the
proctor hours listed below, in addition to
these hours it is possible to make an ap-
pointment with an individual proctor fora
more convenient time.

Ben Landers—Monday 6:30 to 8:00 pm
Chris Martz—Tuesday 4:00 to 6:00 pm
Vicky Ryer—Wednesday 6:30t0 8:00pm
Zeke Cullen—Friday 2:00 to 6:00 pm

P.S. Proctor hours change every semes-
ter, we are anticipating at least 2 more
proctors next semester. Also, I think Jon
Durham still has keys, so go see St. Booty
and talk to theblue-eyed saxophoneplayer.

Happy Motoring,
Zeke Cullen,
Motorhead At Large.

There ain't any room for any of us

women on this here campus

by Naureen Khan (Shaila)

My mother’s blood flows through my
body as I live and till I die this woman's
stamp on my body and soul will make me
fightand speak out againstall injusticeand
violence directed against women in this
world.

[ will give no explanation. I will write in
shreds, because you with your inflection of
violence once shredded my soul and body
and now you, no longer, have control. Iam
not the tamed woman you have wanted
metobe,instead [ have empowered myself
in shredded statements and you don’t
understand!

At the SPS party last weekend, in from of
my eyes a woman was hurled across the
floor, with tremendous violence, by adrunk
man who was serving alcohol to the stu-
dents. I speak out not for the particular
woman, for I have no right to assume her
voice, but I speak because till the woman’s
blood is drained out of my system- I will
fight women's exposure to physical vio-
lence.

This violentact that witnessed, conjured
up hardly any reaction from the people
around the location. But till the woman’s
stamp is on my forehead I will ‘scream,’
‘rant,’ ‘act hysterical’ until wereachanend.

Where the End is no one fucking knows.
‘For each their own end’ is what you'll

A page of unedited observations from guest writers

preach in this society. An end usually de-
termined by an individual’s skin color,
genitals, gender, looks and countless cat-
egories of existence. So you feel a woman's
end - is legitimately the receiving end of
violence: a woman’s ending is her subju-
gation into roles defined by modern/tra-
ditional societies and cultures. But Till the
woman’s blood flows through my body I
will fight the end you have in mind for me.

The woman whose blood boils inside of
me taught me of [about?] goodness in this
world, yet when [ went out to the world [
was raped, beaten, harassed and mocked.
Yet the woman still made me aware of the
good: she passed on a woman'’s strength
which no one can break. She kept rein-
forcing in her letters, ‘don’t hurt anyone’;
she could say this even though she knew.
From this woman whose blood runs
through my body and soul, I draw im-
pregnablestrengthand till [die I willspeak
outagainst violence directed against other
women.

I feign no sisterhood with ‘whiteness’
and ‘blackness’; I feign no common cause
against a specific group of people but |
scream out for justice. I scream outagainst
theinjustice that prevailsin this community
because too many people are too self-cen-
tered to take onsome personal responsibil-
ity to confront the Injustice.
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Classifieds & personals

NOTICE: All classifieds and personals sub-
mitted to the Observer must be signed legibly.
Wewill withold your nameif you requestus to,
but it will not be printed if we don’t have this
signature.

#1 Fundraiser Nationwide

Your fraternity, sorority, or other campus
group can earn $500 or more in less than one
week. It is easy, and you pay absolutely noth-
ing. CALL 1-800-735-2077 EXT. 215

Guitarist and cellist looking for guitarist/
singer who is sick of bad folkies and over-
developed consciences cluttering the scene.
Must want to make beautiful and mellifluous
pop songs with two guitarsand a cello. Should
beableto harmonize like thedickens. Respond
Box 1208.

Lost: Large umbrella; cream shade with cats
and dogsonit;woodenhandle. If found, please
contact Box 65. Reward.

Do you find going to UPSTATE FILMS a
different and special experience than going to
the Lyceum? If so, I want to talk to you. It’s for
my Project. Contact Chris at Box 1117.

I'need a SUBLET for Dec-Jan! Male Senior is
looking for decent accommodations to spend
Christmas Break and intercession. Easy person
to live with. Contact Chris at Box 1117.

Housermate Wanted

to share a beautiful apartment in Red Hook.
Bard student/staff, femaleormale. 2bedrooms,
large living room and kitchen. Please call 758-
6325 for more info.

T.V. Cartoon Trivia contest:

Canyou tell usall or mostof thewords to the
old Scooby Doo theme song? If you can, please
respond to Box 899 via campus mail. The per-
son who has the most complete lyrics will be
awarded a Star Trek episode on video tape.

- Let someone know you care; wish a friend a
happy birthday via the personals!

Hey Rabbit, “T've come to wish you an un-
happy birthday, because you'reeviland youlie
andif youshould die, Imay feelslightly sad but
ITwon'tcry...” just kidding! you're wicked nice
(and wicked older than me}. lerv, Tigger.

HONEYKINS, you'reeverything tome. Hope
itwillbethis way formanyyearstocome.Love,
SWEETYPIE. p.s. St. George will rise again.

Evenon therange he had 2 setsof dishes, We
Come InPeace—Shoot to Kill--The 142 fastest
gun in the west fighting Super Melt in Your
Mouth over one female zombie who wouldn't
behave, what a strong boy what pretty girl,
(boys eat girls cook) And mails comes to those
who wait...

John—I have a crush on you. You fiddle my
stringsand speed up my puise but be easy and
free—XK ’

For Melt in Your Mouth

On the first day of X-mas my true love gave
to me...a vibrator with a battery

On the second day of X-mas my true love
gave to me...

2 rubber rings + a vibrator w/ a battery

Greg: RE: your Halloween column
That's just silly! I preferred Nick-EL It made
my eyes bleed. PPTHTHTHTTT! Kiss Kiss

Despite the recent shifting, of the political
winds, Terry Dewsnapremainsthe Rapmaster.

Arf—My present to you for today is a nice
saying: “Women with big breasts have back
problems...” Love, Your Secret Friend.

HeyM.—sexy,brunette,opentoideassounds
like me, too. Tell me more. Tell me more. —
Mint

Avoid the winterchills!SWM seeksa special,
sexy female who is, like me, a slender non-
smoker with a goofy sense of humor. Quiet
times with soothing jazz await. Let’s melt into
each other by candielight. MYSTERICSO.

Sean O'Neill's guide cont.

continued from page 5
other nations of the world, evenif not truly
diverse according to some utopian
standard.In oredr to impose a view on this
throng of listeners, the speaker will have to
fracture their unity, their cohesivenessasa
people. First, the speaker will single out
one group in the audience, Roman Catho-
lics, perhaps, and laud them for their sup-
posed acceptance of the proposed view by
their spiritualleader. Then the speaker will
denigrate those groups in the audience
who arc not Catholics for not having like-
minded leaders. Thus, a wedge has been
thrustin the social fabric. Next, the speaker
will reverse the position and mock the

A page of unedite

Catholics in the audience for having lead-
ers who have acted intolerantly towards
another section of the audience, perhaps
singling out women. This alternating back
and forth, taking one slice of the audience
atthe time, holding them up to shame, and
then dismissing them, creates an atmo-
sphere of paranoia. Respect collapses in
theaudience and defensive peoplelashout
at each other. Finally, the speaker enters
once the thoughtless insults have been
hurled back and forth, and then speaks of
inclusion of the constricted logic being the
only construct worth supporting. One in-
dividual mugs hundreds in broad day-
light. Be wary.
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The Olin Auditorium was once
again filled with the sounds of
jazz this past Wednesday, No-

, vember 11th,
as Professor
Leo Smith's
Jazz En-
sembles class
performed.
Three full-
fledged en-
sembles per-
formed, in-
cluding two which have played
elsewhere at Bard, as well as a
duet and a solo performance.

The opening number was

A . November 18, 1992
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played by the newer students in
Leon Smith’s ensembles class.
Standing in a semi-circle so no
one musician had priority over
another, a group of eleven—
sometimes thirteen—students
followed the lead of the trumpet-
wielding Smith. With two trum-
pets, an alto sax, drums, conga
drums, tom-toms, piano and four
electric guitars, this group had
almost too much sound. At times
during Matt Lee's sax solo in a
later song, the guitars overpow-
ered thegroup throughthe weight
of sheer numbers. But overall the
ensemble sounded fantastic, and

; the percussion

section was especially impressive, carry-
ing the melody at one pointand adding a
flavor of rhythm sometimes missing in
large ensembles.

The most animated ensemble was
the Honey Stung Sextet, one of the
more experienced groups, and, ac-
cording to lead guitarist Parker
Ramsey, the name derives from the
fact that “..we have six
members...uh, hence the name Sex-
tet.” Though bassist lan Brandt com-
pletely lost drummer Tony Figoli
during a solo, much to the amuse-
ment of the audience, the band picked
up the tempo immediately, never
losing sync with each other. The
Honey Stungers also played a song
by jazz great Miles Davis, called “All
Blues.” “It’s a blues,” Ramsey help-
fully added. The wailing soprano sax,
the wildly erratic trumpet, the sing-
ing strings of the firebreathing-
dragon-covered violin, the sweet
picking of the guitar—all in perfect

time to the rhythm of the ever present
Tony Figoli.

“At the beginning, it was just
sixguys playing,” Ramsey said
afterward. “Everyone wanted
ten minute solos and no one
wanted to listen to anyone
else...But now, we’re starting
to groove.”

The mysterious group once
known as Zeitgeist, Loco Boom
and a host of other names, took
center stage for two songs near
the end of the concert. There
was a brief moment of levity as
the saxophonist wrestled with
his sweatpants pocket and fi-

nally yanked out an enormous
pair of sunglasses, assuming
the proper jazz pose on stage.
The five member band quickly
enthralled the audience with
their driving rhythms, active
drums and tightly-knit melo-
dies, producing what couid
only be called a mature sound.
Obviously the crowd’s choice,
the group soared through two
songs before giving way once
again to the Leo Smith's origi-
nal group for a final number.
Overall, Smith was impressed
with his students’ performance.
As part of his class, Smith's stu-
dents must perform once a se-
mester in an ensembles concert,
and, asusual, the groups provided
an evening of great music and
entertainment.  gp
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es, it's finally out, the much
publicized and long awaited
Francis Ford Coppola version of
Br am
Stoker’s
Dracula.
With special
effects tech-
niques that
range from
campy to
spectacular
and a list of
stars as long as your arm, this one
will probably stick around for a
while. If you plan on seeing it in
the Bard area, a word of warning
to enhance your viewing plea-
sure—I saw this film at the Red
Hook Lyceum, and Ifeltlike [ was
watching a television; I don’t
know what kind of sound system
the Lyceum has, but the sound of

thefilmdidn’thave thedepthand

quality whichenhances the mood
of any movie and is almost neces-
sary for appreciating such an as-
. saulton sensory perceptionas this
particular film. Draculais playing
in Kingston and Poughkeepsie,
and [ think the journey would be
worthwhile if you were able to
find a place with either Dolby or
Surround sound. Go for the big-
gest screen and the loudest, most
comprehensive volumeavailable.

But technicalities aside, on with
the review...

The star of the film for most
people seems to be, not surpris-
ingly, Anthony Hopkins, who
plays Van Helsing, the doctor/
mystic who gets called in to fight
the vampire. He stealsmany of the
scenes and definitely has some of
the best lines in the film. Gary
Oldman gives an excellent per-
formance as Dracula, which turns
out to be a much more versatile
role than expected—— at times an
aging warrior, yearning to returmn
to the past, at times a young, in-
nocent and distraught lover—
Oldman rises to the task marvel-
ouslyinevery case. Keanu Reeves
holdshisownasJonathanHarker,
but shows us nothing spectacular
(it seemed like at any moment he
might dropinto his “Billand Ted”
persona), and Wynona Ryder is

well-castas his fiancee Mina, who'

is ultimately tempted into the
arms of the vampire (although in
most scenes she is outshined by
other, more dynamic characters).
SadieFrostplaysastunning Lucy,
Mina’s blatantly sexual best
friend, the first victim of the
Count’s desires. The “Bob Rob-
erts Comedy Trio Award” goesto
the three suitors to Lucy’s hand,
played by Cary Elwes (Wesley in

TEACHYS

Junior Year in BOSTON

Come to Wheelock College for your junior year and
you will: BE PART OF a cutting-edge program in
multicultural education. JOIN women and men who
are committed to quality teaching in city schools.
BE PREPARED to teach when you graduate. LIVE
in Boston, America's favorite college town.

Call our toll-free number for more information:

- 1-800-231-2783

Choose a year of change to make
a difference in a changing worid!
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This is a wood engraving of the reai Dracula,
Viad the Impaler, who liked amputees,

The Princess Bride), Richard E. Grant
(Withnail & I, How to Get Ahead in
Aduvertising),and abig Texan whose
name escapes me. Tom Waits has
an excellent bit-part as Dracula’s
insane, insect-eating devotee.
Coppola does a fantastic job of
drawing the characters together,
comparing the taboos of that pe-
riod and our own with hints of
homosexuality, promiscuity, and

An evening of experimental
electronic art comes to Bard on
Thursday, November 19th at the
Blum Gallery. The performance
begins at 8:00 pm and features
works by students in the Master
of Fine ArtsProgramin Electronic
Art at Rensselaer Polytechnical
Institute. This program is one of
the few in the world that teaches
students how to work with new
electronic tools in order to create
new modes of expressionand new
modes of presentation. Pieces in
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drug abuse as we see
each of the characters
highlighted in turn,
and then watch them
interact. There’s even
potential AIDS rel-
evancy, as Coppola
seems to want to im-
ply that vampirism is
partlysexualinnature

If you've ever read
Bram Stoker’s novel,
the plot will hold few
surprises. Coppola
does a good job of
highlighting some of
the more interesting
aspects of the charac-
ters, and the recur-
rence of the standard
vampire-symbols is
used well—some-
times to innovate,
- other times to call to
mind the rubber-
suited clumsiness of ‘50s horror
movie camp. At times Coppola
dotes too heavily on the gothic ro-
mance/melodrama themes, but
don’tgetthe wrongidea—ifyougo
to this film expecting a celebration
of all thatisdark,gloomyand gothic,
you will be disappointed; the film
just isn’t serious enough to be
taken as an anthem for Anne Rice
fans. Coppola instead celebrates

the performanceinclude two new
animation by Troyartistand poet,
Joe Giroux, a new collaborative
video piece John a j jannone and
local artist Michael Oatman; an
improvisatory performanceusing
interactive computer music and
graphics systems by Jonathan
Kozzi; an homage to composer
John Cage by Eric Zittel, and new
pieces by Jennifer Bozick (USA),
Mark Schichenmayer (USA),
Svyetlana Bukvic (Bosnia),
Roberto Bocei (Italy), Joanna
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the marvels of cinema, showcasing
what canbedoneon thebig screen,

This film is, above all, a giant
toy store of cinematagrophy and
effects, scenery and mood. Be-
cause of this, Coppola’s Draculais
in many ways a strange experi-
ence, encapsulating such a great
variety of styles that you may not
know quite what to think of it at
first. The tone is at times campy,
humorous, erotic and melodra-
matic; the special effects are at
times fantastic and at times remi-
niscent of grade B creature mov-
ies. All of this is worked into an
incredibly intricate whole, a
rollercoaster ride through every
cinematic technique or category
ever invented, and a sensory ex-
perience which, at its best, can
leave one feeling joyously over-
loaded. Atworst, you mightleave
the theatre unsure of exactly what
it was you were supposed to be
going through. The answer
Coppola would seern to offer is,
Everything, asrapidly as possible.
My advice, if you have the time
and cash, is to go see it twice. The
firsttime justabsorb whatyou can
of the effects, the sets, the cos-
tumes and the humor. The second
time, once the novelty wears off a
bit, see what you think of it as a
movie.

Whitney (USA). Theeveningalso
includes a video tape by Arlen
Speights whose current installa-
tion in downtown Troy dealing
with Native American issues is
attracting considerable attention.

The work shown at this event
represents some of the newestand
freshest talent in the world of the
electronic arts, and showcases
some of the emerging directions
this work is taking for the twenty
first century. New technologies
are dominating the arts, and
computer image processing,
computer music, and computer-
ized video editing play a signifi-
cant role in all the work shown
here. Experiments in virtual stage
realities take the more familiar
“game boy” personal virtual
worlds into new areas of experi-
mentation.

For more information please
contact Richard Teitelbaum in the
Music Department.




Last week the Bard community
lostatalented artistand friend, David
Crocker. Crocker, who has been the
lighting designer for theBard Theatre
since the fall of 1990, was found dead
at theage of 32 from a heart attack in
his home on Friday.

Crocker received a degree from
Carnegie-Mellon in lighting design
and toured with rock groups includ-
ing The Throwing Muses and The
Psychedelic Furs. Healso did profes-
sionallightingdesignin The Pyramid
Club in New York City, as well asin
othertheatres. Hewasinvited to Bard
in 1990 as a visiting artist to coordi-
nate lighting for drama/dance de-
partmentproductions.Since 1990, he
worked on numerous dance-theatre

- concerts and many successful Bard
shows, including Eugene Onegin, The
Tempest, Bloomers, and Marat Sade.

“He was a specialist brought in for
hisownart..hedidn’texpecttoteach
when he came,” said Jean Churchill.
But students who knew Crocker had
nothing but praise to offer for his

Tloved telling my friends which
band I was going to see at the
Rhinecliff Hotel.
: : “Who are
you going to
see?”

“This is it.”

“What'sit?”

Itsortofran
like an Abbot
and Costello
routine. This
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atre: “He be-
came a great
teacher in the
timehewashere.
Hecouldexplain
the most com-
plexthingsinthe
simplest terms,
and suddenly
you would un-
derstand com-
pletely. It was
like magic,” re-
membered Sara

ing gum. David
[made himself]
completely com-
fortable with that.
Heoouldworkwith
anything,” ex-
plained  Zafra
Whitcomb.

More than any-
thing, Crocker was
intensely involved
with everything he
encountered. Ac-
cording to Smith,
“David believed
that the theatre
should be like a tre-

Stage Manager .
and a dose friend to Crocker. Elissa
Kammer, a student involved in pro-
ductiontech,added,"Healwaystook
thetime tomakeyoufeel confident—
to make you feel what you were
doing was worthwhile and good.”
Crocker, who came fo Bard froma
purely professionalbackground, had
some serious adjustments to make
when he arrived. Although Smith
3553
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isitisaband from New York City
who are presently making the
rounds of regional clubs, includ-
ing the local attraction of
Rhinecliff. Although their pro-
motional information describes
the band’s style as “alternative
funk,” a term whichat first turned
me off, This is it is more than just
a typical funk band.

Isuppose you could call This is
ita “funk” band, but only for lack

commented that he “knew basically
everythingabout the productionend
of theatre, which was wonderful for
the students here,” the relative infor-
mality of the Bard theatre environ-
ment was quite a change for him. As
any talented artist, he learned to cre-
ate from what wasavailable: “We're
students, whichmeanswesometimes
work with spit and twine and chew-
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of a better term. Ele-
ments of funk prevail
in the band’s music—
several of their songs
feature lyrics which
arerapped by thelead
vocalist—but  the
band’s range extends
further than modern
rock. There is a defi-
niterhythmand blues
influence, as well as
jazz and motown, in
This is it's self-re-
leased CD, Bite i,
which has already re-
ceived ample air time
on college radio sta-
tionsin the Northeast,
including Vassar,
Skidmore and West
Point. The CD con-
tains six songs, the
longest, and best, of
which is not listed on
the cover (a “bonus
track,” I guess), and
has the first CD case I
have ever seen thatis
“fabricated with re-
cycled paper, soy bean inks and
no plastic parts.”

“Money Thang” and “Truth of
the Matter” have the most R&B,
aswellasrap and the chorusesare
sung in harmony—something you

mendous farnily where weall sort of
hate each other, but also really love
each other and get along. If his anal-
ogy holds, he was like the favorite
uncle from out of town.”

Although those who knew him
were shocked by the tragedy of his
death, many students are beginning
to concentrate again on his life. As
Smithexplained, “Now thatourgrief

rarely see with new groups due to
the fact that there’s usually only
one vocalist. Everyone in This is
it sings, and although the tone is
rough at several points, the raspy
quality of the voices gives energy
and power to the Iyrics. “I Got It

is no longer so raw, we're realizing
how lucky we were to have had him
here. Hewas like a shooting star that
appears suddenly, is very intense,
and then disappears to somewhere
else.” Membersof the drama/dance
department feel his absence particu-
larly right now, as Dance Theatre [V
receivesitsfinaltouches; Crockerhad
intended to be here on the 15th in
ordertopreparelighting forthe show.
In his honor, the performers have
decided to dedicate the concert to his
memory, and they are busy choreo-
graphing a final dance piece, which
willbeuniguely forhim. AsKammer
said with certainty, “He'll be around
here for a long time.”

Crocket’s funeral took place on
Sunday, November 15th, in
Binghamton, NY. Thedrama/dance
departmentintends to hold amemo-
rial service, the date of which hasnot
yetbeen determined. Individualsin-
terested in planning or attending the
service should contact Sara Smith at
the theatre extension or box 11655”
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Good,” which is
probably intended
to be the group’s
big hit, has clear,
crisp guitarsolosat
just the right vol-
ume—many tires,
the leads over-
whelm the rhythm
section, but guitar-
ist Sean Boyd and
bassistGeoff Green
blend with the rest
of the group. The
lyrics themselves
are a bit overdone
atparts,and sormne-
times hard to un-
derstand, but they
fit in well with the
musictocreateraw
and powerful
driving melodies.
Although the
band did have the
chutzpahtoprinta
photo of Rhinecliff
Hotel on their CD
casef{and nophotos
of any other
“club”), Thisisitisdefinitelyaband
worth listening to. Whatever you
choose to call their style of music—
alternative funk, psychedelic, one
reviewer called it “Tribal Beach
music’—This is it hasit. P
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Updated anonymity policy

The Observer policy on anony-
mous submissions has been
changed due to recent abuses of
our previous policies. Someonemay
havehisorhernamewithheld from
a submission, if the submission
relates a personally traumatic ex-
periencesuch as sexual assault or if
theauthormight havelegalreasons
todesirehisorher identity toremain
unknown.

The Observer will no longer toler-
ate anonymous attacks on indi-
viduals, such as Mr. Armadillo X's
criticisms of individual students.
We realize that at Bard certain
opinions are not approved of by a
majority of students, and anyone

Multiculture
at Bard

Dear Editor,

Now that Dr. Leonard Jeffries has
come and gone, how do we at Bard
proceed regarding the establishment
ofamoreexplicitly multicultural cur-
riculum?

First and foremost, one must sepa-
rate multiculturalism  and
Afrooentricity as two distinct, indeed
opposite, concepts. It is a shame and
anirony that Dr. Jeffries equates mul-
ticulturalism with a skewed, piece-
meal, xenophobic version of history
d:awmg on the very techniques of

century European thinkers, mainly
German, tojustifyand /orexplaintheir
apparently growing domination of
the world. One of his trusted sources,
MartinBernal'sBlack Athena, pointsthis
out dearly, but Dr. Jeffries, in typical
fashion, neglected to accept this work
in its own terms. ing to his pre-
sentationlastweek, I wanted toask—
but was prevented by the aborted
discussion period—how he would
and we should respond if adiscovery
of hurnan fossils pre-dating those in
East Africa were located in the Ama-
zon or, petish the thought, Ieeland at
some future point? Should we then

Thoughts
cont.

continued from page 8
face value. He demands each per-
son think critically and make a
point to go outside of the realm of
Eurocentrism. This message,
particularly forminority students
was “to master what Bard gives
you and go beyond it.”

Nathalie Bouillon

who expresses these opinions can
besubject to publicembarrassment.
In fact, several former members of
the Observer staff, after writing
poorly-received articles, were the
subjectof prankand obscene phone
calls and public harrassment. We
realize thatformany students, there
is no place to turn to other than the
Observer to make their opinions
known totheBard community,and
that many who have "unaccept-
able" opinions are afraid of receiv-
ing harsh condemnation from fel-
low Bard students. However, we
do not consider this a sufficient
reason to write anonymously.

The weight of a letter, how seri-

developanew Amazon-centricorlce-
centric historical synthesis? Cleatly,
weneed notand oughtnot be “centri-
cally’—oriented with regard to hu-
man experience in order to be con-
sidered advocates of curricular
multiculturalism.

The discussion of multiculiural
education at Bard should not, how-
ever, focus on Leonard Jeffries. The
concemns of the Students Educating
Against Racism (SEAR) are real re-
garding the omissions in the Bard
curriculum. What SEAR and its sup-
porters legitimately highlight is the
presumptuousness inherent in the
liberal arts project, however laudable
theideals of this project. Before SEAR
participants, a great majority of them
American minority, desire is a the
curricular space in which to consider
their own racial/ethnic experience in
a formal, serious manner before or
simultaneously witha consideration
ofthelarge, universalissuesdealtwith
in the established configuration of in-
structionand scholarshipat Bard. Put

A Dog's life.

ouslyanideaisconsidered,isbased
uponhaving thenameof theauthor.
Signing your name lets readers
know that you endorse the con-
tents of the letter, that you are
willing to take abuse and stand up
for your opinions. The anonymous
writer does not accept responsibil-
ity for what was written. If a writer
believes to have sufficient reason
forhavinghisorhernamewithheld,
if not for personal or legal reasons,
he or shemust, in person, convince
the Editorial Board of the Observer
that the reason is a sound one.
Otherwise, the Observer will no

longer print anonymous or pseud-
onymous letters.

another way, they question theextent
to which much of what passes for
human experience is really “major-
ity” experience. However this ques-
tionmay beanswered, the pointisthat
the question is a legjtimate one de-
serving farmorepragmatic, empirical
consideration than it has received.
Within this context, I call upon the
Bard community of students and fac-
ulty to (re)consider the positive and
significant possibilities of the Multi-
culturaland EthnicStudiesconcentra-
tion, languishing since its approval
some two years ago. This program,
withits focuson oppressed racial and
ethnic groups in a broad and interna-~
tional context, is precisely thearena in
which to undertake the type of study
SEAR desires. It would not require
any faculty member to teach material
thatis unattractive or uninteresting to
her/him, but would rather outline a
ooherent path of study from courses
already offered or to bedeveloped by
the present and future Bard faculty .

condinued on page 15

By David Draper.
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continued from page 14
Asthedirectorof the former Minority
Studies Seminar and developer of the
Multicultural and EthnicStudies con-
centration, I welcome any construc-
tive input towards the implementa-
tion of the program from my col-
leagues. Let us work together fo fill

Sincerely,
‘Myra B. Young Ammstead
AssociateProfessor, History

Quote,
unquote

Dear Editor,

Jamwritingto protest themisrepre-
senfation existing in your paper. Spe-
difically I am writing about the article
dealing with theft at Bard which ap-
pearson page two of theObserver on
November 11, 1992. The part of the
article I take offence to is the portion
dealing with the theft of a pair of
glassesand the student whoreturned
them. T am the student who you say
found them “on the ground.” Itjustso
happens that I did find them on the
ground, NOT, asyour paper scemsto
infer, read the “signs in Tewksbury
asking for the return of his glasses”
and decided to return them.

I don’t know if the glasses were
stolen or not. All I know was that I
found a pair on the ground, putup a
sign reporting that I had found them
and where they could be picked up.
Since when it has become a crime to
pick up lost items and try to return
them to their rightful owner I do not
know [sic]. Itost my walleta coupleof
weeksagoandsomebody turned itin,
and T am thankful. [ do not recall
reading anything inferting that he/
she had committed any criminal act.
AsitsohappenswhentheB&Gworker
found out I had found them, hecame
and picked themupand thanked me.
" He told me, “You made my day,
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thanks.”

Ifind itdisturbing thata good deed
can be represented asa crime. I find it
even more disturbing that you can
twist facts without contacting me to
find out what happened. My name is
not secret. The B&G worker picked
themn up at my room, I did not drop
them off anonymously sorme where
without leaving a trace of who [ was.

ThenexttimelfindalostarticleIwill
still pick itupandattempt to find who
ownsit. Thenext timeldon'texpectto

" be implicated in criminal behavior. I

realize that you are trying to raise
awareness of theft on campus, but
don’taccuseinnocentpeopleofcrimes
with threats of “prosecut{ing] them”
without finding out the facts. You
have an obligation to represent the
truth, not of presenting your truth.

Ian Forbes

Physical Plant Director Dick Griffiths
informed me of the thefts and also of the
return of the glasses. What Iwrote merely
stated what he had told me; “'found on the
ground” and “prosecute them” were di-
rect quotes not intended to implicate ary-
one of a crime. It is standard Observer
policy never to mention specific student
narmes in niews articles, and in the case of
the article fo which you refer, a name was
completely unnecessary. Themost impor-
tantfactwas that theworker had his glasses
back—ed.

Defining
definitions

To Miss Herzog,

Bravo! Congratulations to you on
your insight in the final lines of your
letter. You'requiteright.Idohavemy
own agenda in writing these letters-
just as everyone does. Now all you
need to do is figure out what that

Letters

agenda is. Hint: Ask yourself care-
fully, more carefully than you did,
where  am coming out from.

But enough of this praising for an
insightwhichwasfairlyobvious. You
brought up a few points which de-
serve to be addressed and dlarified.

First, you point out that no one is
going to admit that sexual harass-
mentisacceptable. Even peoplewho
engagein sexual harassment will not
sayso. Thesepeopledon'trealizethat
theirbehaviorisunacceptableorthey
try to redefine sexual harassment to
make it acceptable. Whoatl! You've
forgotten something. How did you
makethedetermination thatthey are
infactengaginginsexualharassment?
No one is talking about excusing
people who say one thing and act
hypocritically. My point is that this
determination of sexual harassment
isa pointof power. Who getstomake
this determination and decide upon
the criterion to be used needs to be
carefully warded. As you say, a per-
sonmay try toredefinesuchbehavior
to turnblame and guilt to the victim,
but a person could also redefine ha-
rassmenttocreateblameand guiltand
a harasser. “Redefining” can come
frombothsides. Mypointisthatthere
has been an agenda in which the
power of condemnation has been
usurped by certaininterestsinamost
unfair and unreasonable manner. To
be blunt, there are feminist factions
which has sought to control the defi-
nition of sexual harassment, impos-
ing theirownindividual conceptions
over fair and reasonable conditions.

Second, you make the objection
that there is nothing to be gained in
obtaining thepower tolabelanything
and everything one wants as sexual
harassment. I believe you are simply
blinding yourself here. Indeed, what
can be gained by control over the defi-
nition of criminal behavior. If [ had
the power to decide thatnot wearing,
abra wasanactdisturbingthe peace...
gee what could I gain- like, decide
who'sacriminal based uponmyown
whims?JfIdid notdetectthesincerity
in therestof your letter,  would have
concluded that you were being quite
obnoxious, taunting me with the
possibility of what feminists could in
fact gain over rmen.

But this is something that only ap-
Plies to the more radical elements. 1
meansomethingelse whenIspeak of
thegeneral tendencyofthemovement
to be free with the label of sexual
harassment, not specifically of the
gain. There is a frightening psycho-
logical inertia that is involved which
hurtles people past the boundaries of
reasonand normality. Thereissexual
harassment. That is true and groups
rose to combat it. But now groups
havetransformed. Now theirpremise
is that there must be sexual harass-
ment, that sexual harassment is in

anythingand everything, I think this

| November 1

is due to the immense inertia of the
previous emotional outlet and eu-
phoriaof power. Yousay that noone
issuggestingaprisontermforcatcalls.
True, no one will admit it like no one
will admit that sexual harassment is
acceptable. But they may attempt a
redefinition to subtly bring in such
innocent behavior under criminal
culpability. Sure, they won't say we
should imprison guys who write
nasty things on the bathroom walls,
butthey will say thatsuchbehavioris
obviouslyasignofadeepermalignant
quality which will, must, result in
sexual harassment. Yes, such charac-
ter flaws must be rooted out: set up
feminist watchcatsin school districts,
infiltrate the studentbody with spies,
identify those individuals who do
notconformwithfeministideals,and
send them off... I'm frightening my-
self! Let’s not get lost. There is a dif-
ference between sexual harassment
and simple bad behavior. And I'm
sorTy tosay thatyourdefinition-“any
action, verbal or physical, direct or
implied, that discriminates, humili-
ates, or debases an individual based
on his or her sexuality” - is woefully
inadequate in recognizing this dis-
tinction. It isanexample of “redefini-
tion” which has gone beyond rea-
sonable terms to become an instru-
ment of self-interest. Il admit that
under your definition I have sexually
harassed many of my friends. I've
sexually harassed myself! Here, lam
sexually harassing younow with this
statement: “Because you are female,
you have obvious sympathies to a
mostridiculous movementand your
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inability to overcomethis predisposi-
tion must reflect a serious personal
failing.” Check your definition. It fits.
Are you going to sue me?

Asforyour last objection, here you
seemn to tum to the familiar feminist
rhetoric. You say that there is a
problernofinstitutional based sexism.
Whatdoes this mean? Please unpack
“institutional based sexism.” This
over-general, self-serving presuppo-
sitionleavesa bad taste in mrymouth.
But of course, you can't explain, you
can't unpack it. Like you said, we
must not “focus too closely on these
specific... situations.” Yes, right, for-
get what really, actually concretely
happenedandbringintheduststorm
of feminist rhetoricand propaganda,
bring in the “there must have been
harassmentsincehe’samanandshe’s
a woman,” etc. If I may reveala bit of
my fearful quivering, this is a most
terrible feminist weapon. To be able
to transcend real experience and
subject people’s minds to fantastic
creations of one’s own... I, [ have a
fervent desire to stay on the ground
withrealeventsandreal facts.Iguess,
that's my real purpose in #is letter. |
want to keep people back on the
ground and save them from getting
lost in the storm. If feminist want to
gaze dazed into their imaginary
realm, theyarewelcometo.Butplease,
do ot interfore with peopledown
here who are trying to make real
changes by dealing with real crimi-
nals and real cases of sexism,

Coming out, a real and particular
sexual harasser by definition
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* Smoke Signals. Tomorrow is the Great American Smokeout—so, get
ready for 24 smokeless hours. The American Cancer Society & Bard College ofFeers
educational info, survival kits, & a Quitter’s raffle: smokers turnin a _Pack of
cigarettes for a chance to win a dinner for two. Also, find a friend to “Adopt a
Smoker” — support staying off cigarettes. Get your info & kits today at

the tables in Kline, or contact Kris Hall, x530.

* Bringing the Revolution Home. Go to the or
Revolutionaries Against Capitalist Explo
‘the President’'s Room in Kline, Noon-1:30p.

* Hey, wait a minute... Get your work over to the Student Art Show.
Anyone/anything can go up at the Proctor Art Studio, today & tomorrow.

* Russian Studies Open House. The Facult% of the Russian Studies Program
will discuss details of: Jan-May Russian Intensive, Summer & Fall semester
&mgrams of study in St. Petersburg; Russian Studies Curriculum; and, the Russian

ub. Also, formal registration for the January intensive program will take place. Be
there in the Comm Room in Kline, 4-5:30p. For more info, call Prof
Lindsay Watton, x391.

* Man 'sprlcht Deutch. Come & speak German at the, well-what-
?I%ea./cerman Table in the President’s Room in Kline, 5:30p. Bring
ood/trays.

* Tadeusz Kowalik The Bard Russian Studies Club & Departments of Histo
& Economics brings us Prof. Tadeusz Kowalik, a member of the Polish Academy o
Sciences. Prof. Kowalik will speak on Pains and Strains of the Transition
from Planned Economy to Free Market in East Europe. Be there

in Olin 203, 7p.

anizational meeting of Bard
ion—B.R.A.CE. Be'there at

*x It's everybody’s right. Talk about the appeance tomorrow of Nom&cobo
Sangweni—a former South African prisoner of conscience—with Bard's Amnesty
International. You can also write letters with them in the Committee Room
at Kiime, 6p. Be informed.

* Film-a-Go-Go. The Film Committee brings to us Otto Preminger's Anatomy
of a Murder. Jimmy Stewart stars as the defense atgv. hired to défend an army
officer accused of killing his wife’s rapist. See this 1959 film one time only at 9p,
in i:lfl:1 k(;’ld Gym. Also, catch the short: Betty Boop's Trial. No smoking at this
one, !

* A Support Group for Women Survivors of... date/aquaintance &
stranger rape and incest will have its first meeting, facilitated by a BRAVE counselor.
Be there Iin Alhee basement office #103, 8p.

* Mary Frank The Art Department presents a lecture by artist & Avery Professor

Mary Frank. She will speak aeg)out her work; in the past, the mediums have included

lil'sd ixl;,d?y, wood, metal, glass, & wax. See/Hear Prof. Frank at 8p In the Olin
rium, ‘ )

* Go with the flow. Presenting a hot-new brass ensemble from NYC—see the
Encore Brass Quintet. Hear the world premieres of Bard grad Dan Sonenberg

& Prof. Daron Hagen, & other exciting pieces. Be there at 8p, in the Bard
Chapel. Sponsored by our Music Dept.—It's free, folks!

* Umataro and his Flve Women. The Three Japanese Directors screenings
presents this film by the great Japanese director Mizoguchi. Check out this 1946 film
at 7p, in the Preston Film Center.

* THURSDAY. NOVEMBER 19 *

* Made In Americas. Go/see the Guatemalan video When the Mountains
Trembie: Rigoberta Menchu—Hear Nobel Peace Prize winner Rigoberta’s
rience as a Quiche Indian woman. You must see this at 7p, in the Preston
m Center. Stay for more Latin America...

* House-0-Flim. The Film Committee brings to us The Battle of Chile,
Part IH—Patricio Guzman’s documentary chronicalling the tumultuous last year of
the democratic government in Chile before the military coup of 1973. Hear the
continuation of Tast week’s movie in Spanish/See it in'English at 10p, in the
Preston Film Center.

*x Distinguished Guest Lecturer Series. The Jerome Levy Economics
Institute presents IS Nadird, Prof. of Economics at NYU. He will speak on The
Effects of Public infrastructure and R&D Capital on the Cost
Structure and Performance of U.S. Manufacturing Industries. Hear
him at 4p, at the Jerome Levy Economics Institute.

* %;B Tavoia Hallana. Anybody with one word/ rﬁany words of Italian can drop
ll?i ‘me! Itsallan Table. Bring your food/trays to the Committee Room In

‘% Get readk B.R.A.V.E & the Women’s Center are s

* Nomgcobo Sangweni. Hear this former South African prisoner of conscience
speak about South Africa, Amnes%lntemational, and her experience as a prisoner of
conscience. Definitely go to the Olim Art History Room, 7p. Sponsored by
Bard’s Amnesty rnational & the Inter onal Relations Club.

* 1 don’t have a thing to wear... Just go to the B.R.A.V.E. Open House
in the basement of Tewkshury, 7p. Everyone is welcome.

X Life Drawing Sessions—Paint, draw, or sculpt every Thursday & Tuesday
in Proctor Studio, 7-9p. Everyone is welcome. :

* Visage Collage. Sece the new-fresh faces/pieces from the Electronic Arts
Perfomance Series brought to us by Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute. Go
tonight, experience multimedia installations combining computer image processing
& music, video, & “virtual” stage realities. The evening includes: animagon by Troy
artist & poet Joe Giroux; collaborative video piece by John a j jannone & Michael
Oatman; improvisatory performance w/ Intereactive com uger music & IgTa hics by.
Jonathan Kozzi; an homa{ge to John Cage by Eric Zittel; video tape by Arlen g eights;
and, new pieces by Jenniter Bozick, Mark Schichenmaver, Svyetlana Bukvic, Roverto
Bocci, Joanna Whitney. See you at the Blum Art Gallery, 8p.

* FRIDAY. NOVEMBER 20 *

* €.0.G. Community service is our responsibility: Columbia County Youth

Project, Literacy, Tutoring, Books on Tape. The Campus Outreach Group will

P]?ld % mgeting in the College Room in Kline, 4p. The community is bigger
an Bard.

* S.E.A.R. Mect with the Students Educating Agrainst Racism—formerly,
Students for Multi-Cultural Education and Awareness.. They are looking forward to
an expansive membership—for the ideas & needs of the Barc}, Community can be
addressed & represented within the context of educating against racism. Join them
in the Committee Room in Kline, 6:30p. Get Involved.

* Sins of the Eyes. li's openin%hnight of our Student Art Show Sce the
works of your fellow collsﬁues. Be there for the opening reception tonight at
Proctor Art Studio, Tip. It's BYOB, foiks.

* Dadality of Dance. Boasting standing/sitting room crowds only at Bard,
Dance Theatre 4 once again busts through Bard—see Senior Project dance-work
by our own David Costello, Rosie Getz, Megan Khouri, & Melina

ckall. Definitely go to this performance at 8p, Friday, Saturday, Monday,
& Tuesday, at the Dance Studio. No reservations necessary, folks!

* World-o-Film. The Film Committee brings to us this 1970’s British movie: The
Magic Christian. This madcap comedy stars Peter Sellers as the world's
weaithiest man testing the depths of degradation to which people will plunge
themselves for money. Don’t miss Rln% Stary’s stellar actirci;g erformance.

Short: He was Once... a garody of the TV program Davey & Goliath. See them both
at the Old Gym, 7 & 9p.

* Sonic Groove-U-lations. Bold, blunt, funk/hip-hop with Stywe. Our
Entertainment Committee brings us this no sleeper night in the Old Gym, right
after the movie.

*x SATURDAY. NOVEMBER 21 x

nsoring a Self-Defense

Worksho r Women. Learn skills, strategies, & knowlege to empower
ourself —Fe at the Stevenson Gym, 10a-Noon. Remember, pre-register by
riday, Nov. 20th: call x454.

* Krash Groove. Bust out tonight with another Dancing Delirious
Saturday brought to us by our S Aces & BAGLE. Explore the physical
possibilities of dance/ equi;lnment in the Old Gym, 10p. Theres aEZ donation—
don't forget your money folks.

* SUNDAY. NOVEMBER 22 x

* Film-a~Go-Go. The Film Committee brings us the debut work of the great
Indian director Sal%rajit Ray—Pather Pamchali (Song of the Little Road). This first
part of the Apu Tri (agy is a story of a poor family’s struggle to survive. See this 1955
movie in the Old . 7 & 9p.

* TUESDAY. NOVEMBER 24 x

* Be Bush’s Campaign Manager. Baker leapt there from international

Folitics, foreign policy, & diplomacy. Maybe you can, too, if you check out the

l:;iagr;:‘a;tlonal Relations Club meeting in the President’s Room in Kline
:30p.

* Vertigo. You know this is a great movie—~—so don’t miss it. See Kim Mowvalk,
James art & Barbara Bel Geddes in this 1958 Alfred Hitchcock
movie. Don’t waste this movie of masquerades & spectatorship on TV—see it today
at 7p, in the Preston Film Center.




