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"TCechnology..the knack
of so arranging the world

that we don't have to

' o N
experience it

—fDaniel . Boorstin

p

sea,” said the Princeton Professor Cornel
West,asheopened hislecturebeforea packed
Olin Auditorium on
Wednesday March29th.
“We either hang to-
gether, or we hang
separately.”

Invited tospeak by the
Bard Black Students
Organization, and by
the offices of the Presi-
dent and Dean of Stu-
dents, West is Professor of Philosophy and
Religion and Director of Afro-American
Studies at Princeton University. Described
by President Leon Botstein as “a preacherin
the widest sense of the word,” West's elo-
quent and powerful lecture focused on the
themes of his recent book, Race Matters .

“Race takes us to the core of democracy,”
offered West as he considered the problems
of our society before turning to his concep-
tion of “radical democracy.” He spoke of a
new “heritag

of feeling, a tradition that is

universal to all willing to make a moral and
political choice to leave the world a little
better.”

According to West, ordinary people are
“rendered invisible” when theyaredeprived
of wealth, power and self-confidence, left
without any real chance of improving their
situation. “Thereare too many poor people,”
he said. “This lack of options shatters the
body politie.”

The United Statesis on a “slippery slope o
West continued, the country destined to go
the way of the Surmerian, Egyptian and Ro-
man Empires if nothing is done soon. Fol-
lowing John Dewey’s statement that there
can be no vibrant democracy without a vi-
brant public life, West offered the challenge
to create a rich notion of public existence for
all citizens. )

West identified a number of factors that
have contributed to the corrosion of public
spirit. The economic decline of most citizens
has furthered the creation of scapegoats
among the vulnerable minorities of society
upon which to blame the fiscal implosion.

ution of wealth upwards, and the
emphasis upon greed, has obscured the
democratic features of accountability, free-
dom and representation.

Furthermore, West described the demor-
alizing affects of rampant hedonism, “an
undeniable cultural decay.” “Market men-
talities have made us addicted to stimula-
tion,” he said, producing the “spiritual im-
poverishment” where 42% of black men be-
tween the ages of 16 to 24 say that they have
no best friend upon which they can rely on.
“Rugged and ragged individualism” leaves
one feeling rootless and dangling.

The solutions to this cultural sterility are
stories, narratives, rituals; components of “a
tradition that is not inherited but must be
obtained through great labor.” West dis-
cussed the difficulty of non-market values
securing a foothold, reversing the “system- .
atic erosion of nurturing systems, " instead

“weaving a web of meamng and signifi-
cance.”

West discussed three methods to combat

continued on page 2




continued from front page
this downward spiral. “The first
thing is a sense of history,” he
stated. “The present is not de-
voured by the past, and the pastis
not the mirror of the present, but
we can't find the present without
knowledge of the circumstances
we did not create.” He said that
this new appreciation of history is
a“creative undertaking” of “cross-
cultural fertilization.”
“An expansion of the scope of
svmpathy and compassion,” was
~ the second strategy that West of-

fered. He spoke of establishing
true public conversations,
reinvigorating the publiclife with
listening and humility to “put
power and ignorance under the
spotlight.” Integral to this form of
public struggle is “the courage to
attack one’s own convictions.”

Finally, West urged a projection of

" “a sense of audacious hope” and

“publicaction.” “Thelivesof ordinary
peopleareintertwined,” hecontinued,
calling for “a leapof faith in themoral
and social lives of ordinary people.”
Hesaid that heisnotanoptimist, but,

“T am a prisoner of hope and that
means one never gives up.”

“I hope you all still believe that
the world isopen-ended, and that
what you say and what you do
willmakea difference,” said West.
“We have to find that window of
opportunity, recognize the com-
monality in our diversity by fo-
cusing on something bigger than
us.”

“I'm going down fighting, I prom-
ise you,” he concluded before wel-
coming a standing ovation fromthe
audience. LT

In Memorium .

Simon, the black labrador retriever, died on April 6th. He was 10 yéars old.

~ Known affectionately to many as Tripod, Simon's presence and three-
legged lope had become a campus landmark. His comical expressions and
" sweet disposition had endeared him to many students, faculty and staff. He
will be sorely missed by his devoted owner, Elana Erber, the art director of

publications, as well as by the entire staff of the publications office.

will be di

appointment tc d
ext. 454. Als ,_
tributing infoi
multiple aspects of

Baby Sitter needed: Wednesdays
2:30-6:30pm, and Thursdays 8:30-
11:30am, and other hours if available.
2small children. Call Bethat 758-2605.

MFA studentlookingforasummer
sublet Oneor2roomsnear Bard. Call
Emily at 718-625-6696.

The Bard Music Festival needs
people to work in the festival box
office from May 31-Aug, 21. We will
alsoneed staff (ushersand concession
sales) for the weekends the Festival
(Aug. 12-14and 19-21). The Festivalis
also looking for housing for Festival
musicians for the weeks of August 7-
21orfortheentiremonthof August. If
youareinterested inrentingyourhome
and want more details call Robin at
758-7410.

ArtShow & Sale! April 15-17 @ the
Parsonage of the Old Stone Church,
Route9, northof the9-9g trafficlightin
Rhinebeck. Proceeds will benefit the
ongoing restoration of the 1798 Par-
sonage. For Hours call Kay T. Verrilli
@ 8766162 or Mary Boehm @ 876-
6770.

Playing until tomorrow at Upstate
FilmsinRhinebeck: Surnmerhouse"An
Unholy Alliance Against Holy Matri-
mony Fans of Jeanne Moreau and
Joan Plowright: Prepare to Feast" &
Jamon Jamon "Spanish Director Bigas
Luna's Sultry Soap Opera is Pure
Appetite April 15-21: Blue "First of a
film trilogy inspired by a grand revo-
lutionarysymbol:theFrenchTricoleur
Flag." Call theafre for times @ 876-
2515,

CALL for ENTRIES! Design a pin
to exemplify the exciternent of the
upcoming 25th Anniversary cclebra-

. tion of the Woodstock Festival and

Woodstock as an artist and music
oolony. Grand Prize $100 of art sup-
plies, 2nd Prize $50 of artsupplies, 3rd
Prize$25 of art supplies. Entries must
be no larger than a 2 1/2" round,
unmounted, unframed,anddrawnin
black & white. Pencil renderings will
not be considered. Suggestions for
coloring can be included on tracing
overlays. Art will not bereturned and

by entering the art becomes free to
reproduction. Deadline: April 25. For
more info contact (914) 246-9995. To
enter send no more than 6 designs to:
Cable Channel 3 Woodstock Public
Access P.O. Box 73 Woodstock, N.Y.
12498.

"The Care of Childhood finesses
Through the Use of Herbs" Fri. April
22nd @7:30pm. Lecturesponsored by
the Linden Tree Healing Center to
take place at The Mill Street Loft's
Mutti ArtsEducationCenter20Maple
St. in Poughkeepsie. Adults $6, Stu-
dents & Senior Citizens $3. For more
info call (914) 471-8000. '

TheBSU/Founder's DayJamtakes
place on Saturday, April 30 10pm-
2amattheVassarCollege AULA$3.00
w/ valid id. Tight security and ID
mandatory! Event sponsored by the
Black Student Union of Vassar. For
more info call Dionne Carty (Net-
working Chair) @ (914) 451-2113.

Hey Rabbit, "what do you think in
the backseat?" Spring means nothing
when I can't get there from here...the
way the tigers do.

The invitation said, “Golden Girls
and corpses.” Aren't they oneand the
same? Sorry, I'll pass. Odds are I'l be
writing till doomsday, anyway.

Amber & Chuck: Thanks again for
accompanying me on my shopping
spree; [ had a blast and hope you did
to. Some night we'll have to drink a
toast to 'common man’ malls &
Cappacinomilkshakes. Affectionately
Yours, Jeans.

Greg; Sorry T haven't written in so
long; single life is hectic if nothing
else. How'sKaren? What's thisabout
you becoming a Bom Again Chris-
tian? They're less guilty than Catho-
lics perhaps, but [ thought you of all
people would know better than to
changeforagirl. Rememberlstillhave
the most beautiful woman in the
world coupon. Still coming to visit?
Call me at the office some Tuesday
andlThelpmakearrangements. Love
Always, Jeana.

e s
Bard Biathlon
Up for a 1/2 mile swim and a 3 mile ri.m?_j
The Biathlon will be held on April 28th,
with individual and tea: |

For more information or to register,
contact Carla Davis at ext. 529.

omﬁetition.
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On March 29th, in the Olin Art
History room, Mansoureh
Ettehadieh, Professor of History
from the Uni-
versity of
Tehran in
Iran, gave a
lecture en-
titled "The
Position of
Women in
Contempo-
rary Iran: A Historical Perspec-
tive." The lecture was sponsored
by the Religion and Gender Stud-
ies Departments.

Ettehadieh began her talk by
stating that there is still a definite
~ question of liberty for women in

her country, but that most of the
steps taken thus far to grant
women more rights have been
little more than political issues by
which variousgovernments have
manipulated women's positions.
The acts of some governments,

accordmg - to
Ettehadieh, cre-
ated much "ob-
servation and
conversation
within and out-
side my country
about women's
issues, but not
enough.”
Women in Iran_
were "considered
weaklings,” said
Ettehadieh, and
this showed in
how they were
treated. Girls, for

one article in
which one women
wrote, "I regret
thatlamnotaman
tosayasIwishand
do what I want."
The women of
Iran, Ettehadieh
feels, are begin-
ning to see them-
selves as a class in
society, butarenot
necessarily ready
to accept less sub-
servient positions.

This could be
distinctly seen, said

example, wereof-
ten purposely
brought up to be illiterate. In the
case of divorce or death, women
could not keep legal custody of
any children. It was apparently
not until the 19th century, when
Iran came into contact with other
countries, that these behaviors

were questioned and reform was
suggested.

Some of the reforms that actu-
ally came about included more
freedom of the press, through
which women were able to con-
vey theirideas. Ettehadiehquoted

Ettehadieh, when
thelranian govern-
ment decided that women should

-

nolongerwear veilsinpublic. Some

were in favor of the new feminist
attitude, while others scorned

‘women even being out in public,

and still others refused to comply
with the unveiling. These attitudes

came from women as well as men,
and theopinionson theaction were
so varied that the effort did little or
nothing to really increase women's
rights.

The real problem seemed to be
that the government never really
sought out or evaluated women's
feelingsabout the veils,oranything
else for that matter. Instead, gov-
ernment leaders simple acted on
outside . pressures. Some groups
would adhere to western influence
and want women to have more
rights, while others would want to
stick to the culture the country was
accustomed to, which continued to
suppress the women. There were,
however, a variety of ethical, legal,
social and political problems in-
volved in the reforms. In closing,
Ettehadiehexpressed herhope that
future reforms will take place, and
that the women of the country will
be able to take more of a part in

w

President Leon Botstein glves FI‘eshman Seminar lecture

On Tuesday, March 29, President

" Leon Botstein gave a lecture on "Mu-
sic and Modernism." Botstein began
the lecture by
playing a piece
of the "Sym-
phony of the
Thousand" by
GustavMahler.
Botstein ex-

piece "ended
lhel9ﬂ:mentmy
tradition of music making.” The size
andvolmneoftlwplecewereneaﬂy
unprecedented, generating an im-
mortal sound for the listener. The
t:anﬁgmahonofdea&umohfem

plainedthatthis

aninapproachableendpoint.Itssheer,
raw power wassobreathtaking thatit
isin many ways similar to a religious

experience.

After Botstein elaborated on the
"Symphony of the Thousand," he de-
scribed the developments in central
Europeatthistime which created this
movement. Themoral objectiveof the
artistwasanethical renewal. Theartist
felt that therewasa wrongand a right
wayoflifeinsocietyand that, through
his music, he was capable of frecing
the individual from the ravages of
capitalism and industrialization. The
musicians did not believe that their
musicwasaboutmakingbusinessmen
feelmorecomfortablebymtextamng

THE PINK HOUSE

BED AND BREAKFAST

~ ANNANDALE ROAD
ANNANDALE-ON-HUDSON, NY 12504
ON CAMPUS

them. Musicians had the abﬁxty o
break through habits and free them-
selves; they had a sense of a political
crusade. .

The second selection which Bot-
stein played was from Wagner's
"Tristan and Iseult” The harmonic
language left an impression on the
listener. "Tristan and Iseult"s sense of
ambiguity, rhetorical phrases and
constantrepetitionof sound createan
immensemagnetismofsound which

getunder the skin of thelistener. This

newmusicalground wastheworking
benchmark of change. The listener
experiences sound where there is no
pulse and the music is suspended.
Thethird pxeoe,' lors"byAnnld

. cm.smn REPAIR

‘Schoenberg, fights the conception of
musical imeand melody. Itforcesthe
ear to penetrate the movement and
findasound.Schoenbergpicksupthe
experimentation begun by Wagrer,
that which gets away from form.

Botstein remarked, "Imagine the
reaction of the upper-middle dass
concert-goer” when listening to these
works. Thereisnoform, logicororder,
but there isa lot of noise. In 1913 there
wasan incidentofafist fightbreaking
outinaconcert hall, because listeners
were so incensed.

Butthesew eremtmatta-sofsxmple
tastes, but of larger issues, such as the
coneeit of the audience themselves.
Musicians began tobreak away from

the conventions of playing beautiful
musicinorder toserveahigher cause.
Botsteinplayedaseriesof selections
form 1909 from Webern, a student of
Schoenberg. The music sounds mod-
ern, but was notan icon of the every-
day environment since it was based
on the idea of liberation. Since this
musicismoreaboutlistening tomusic
rather than the actual music itself, it
functions powerfully.
In1938,anopposing school arose—
neo-classicism and one ofits founders
was Igor Stravinsky. Stravinsky
wanted to take the past and make it
more modern, so that the audience
couldhearitmoreeasily. Inhisatternpt

continued on page 7
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- - past will consume you this week; try hard not to let them bring you down.
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4 Another View |
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( International Review

by Sean O'Neill

Only one group of human beings can be said to truly threaten civilization as it is
known today. And I am a member of that group.

Taken together, we account for hundreds of millions. But in every society where wej
threaten liberal virtues, we formonly a minority of the whole—a violent minority, but
a minority nonetheless. :

We are the group that most persistently, audaciously, and inescapably chalienges| 4
the international balance-of-power state system. Most of us are heavily-armed and| 1
nationalistic; most of us chain-smoke and spit often. We are indifferent to our
appearances. We listen to rock-and-roll. And from East Timor to the Peruvian Andes,
from Belfast to the townships of South Africa, from Azerbaijan to the streets of
Chicago, we are expressing our unremitting contempt for the stifling world order of
our fathers. Beware Clinton, Yeltsin and Kohlt Beware all you whiny, intellectual-
types who cry for "peace and domesticity"t We menbetween theages of seventeenand| wihara dcithine Jit
twenty-four intend to assert our views on the world! :

We, who are supposedly at the start of our lives, have realized that we lack an
established position in the modern world. Denied the opportunities necessary to
attain the cosmopolitan, money-making life, we choose to take up our guns to gai:i
power over our circumstances. We are enthralled with violence and destructio
whenever it is our violence and destruction. If we can't become a part of your Old
Lady's World, then we will blow it apart, piece by piece! Better to drag you pathetic
ideals through the mud than have them continually haunt us.

/| We 17 to 24 year-old men are reacting rationally to the absurd situations we have|

been dealt by our forefathers. The only way we know to earn respect in this world i
by wielding the power of life and death. Our anger created the intefadah in Palestine.
Our wrath continues to send shells down on Bosnian civilians. Whether it is thej
Russian Revolution or Mao's Cultural Revolution, be it the Zulu warriors or the]
Shining Path, we men have accomplished the bulk of the violent uprisings of this|
century. We may be unskilled in military tactics or self-defense strategies, but we are]
well-practiced in gratuitous rage. o

We killed the candidate for the Mexican Presidency, Luis Donaldp Colosio, last] J
month, while we also formed the insurgency in Chiapas. Tomorrow, some of us will
kill each other in New York City. Later this month, you can find our young bodies,
glistening with sweatand smeared with blood, in the South African province of Natal,
during the elections.

Try as you might to commercialize our venom and package it as "gangsta rap,"” or
some other form of pop counter-culture, you are doomed to fail in appropriating us.

We will believe anything and nothing. Supply us with weapons, booze, the occasional| ;-
\woman, and a heroic cause, and we are unstoppable. continued on page 5 ] 43

Sﬂ*aighf From the Sta w-s_:

. Aries (March 21- April 19): Don't worry; be happy! Cliche, yes, it's true, but all will be
wellif you are willing. A walk with a friend will also help to smooth over residual fears.
- Taurus (April 20 - May 20): A new adventure will consume time, but be well worth
the hours and energy spent. Don't be afraid of taking a new, uncharted route.
- Gemini (May 21- June 20): Time to calm down. No more silly antics unless you can
handle your responsibilities to. Prioritize before it's too late! '
Cancer (June 21 - July 22): You'll be happy to hear that although you've been feeling
- abitunder the weather lately, it will passsoon; sunny daysand greatsuccessare on their
."VaY. . P - ) . ’ " - ’ LN
- 7~ Leo(July 23 - August 22): A small cut will heal fast if you let it and a small crush may
- " tum into a long, lived romance if you are discreet.
-+ - Virgo (August 23 - September 22): Didn't get as much done last week as you had
" hoped? Never fret, your over-productive genes will kick in this week. On the weekend,
- -Libra (September 23 - October 22): Craving something new? Something exciting?-
Doesn’t matter because your wishes are not going to be met until you give selfishly to

Scorpio (October 23 - November 21): Time does notheal all wounds. Reflectionsof the

-~ Sagittarius (November 22 - December 21): Spring has you feeling caged in. Even if
. you've just been away it may be a good idea to take a little break from your current
surroundings and relax. ' S . ' :
Capricom (December 22 - January 19):: Another sultry affair. Another night of
satisfied lust. Makes you wonder what you ever did to deserve all the attention.
- Aquarius (January 20 - February 18): Another week of more work than you care to
- handle. It may be stressful, but in a week or two you an relax and visit old friends.
- Pisces (February 19 - March 20): After a long, dull, boring week alone you'll find it
great to have friends back, but be careful of getting to close or else you may end up

suffocating yourself.




by Jean Doughty

There has been much confusion and
many questions concerning taking a
rase of sexual assault to the Student
‘udiciary Board. I’d like to relate my
:xperience in hopes that others will
ind enough strength to do the same.
The most important thing is that the
rictim feel safe to continue his/her
:ducation here at Bard. .

I have been very quiet about the
earing but recently became disturbed
»y the many assailants that are getting
way with committing violent crimes
recause the victims are afraid of the
ystem. It is true that the process is
rainful and has problems, but the
tudent Judiciary Board exists for the
iotection of all Bard students and they
re trying to make the process easier
or all parties involved.

Two nights before Intersession of this
ear, I was forced to engage in unprotected

nal intercourse by a Bard student. Fortu-

ately, I was leaving campus shortly after
neincident to be in familiar surroundings
7ith many of my friends. Over Interses-
ion I was able to seek medical attention

nd counselling from my local Rape Crisis

‘enter. I was informed of all the options
ut chose not-to press criminal charges.
wstead, I decided to get myself back to-
ether again and let the man be judged by

is peers. :

Start planning for
|June tests and sum-
mer courses now!

GRE begins 4/21
LSAT begins 4/28
MCAT begins 6/18 |

800/995-5565

THE BARD OBSERVER _
Another View
Dealing with Date Rape a

Once I came back’to Bard [ saw the
defendant in passing, became physi-
cally ill and called BRAVE for the first
time. I told the counsellor that I wanted
to take some form of legal action against
this man. She met me that night and
explained the process. She was very
supportive and understood how hesi-
tant I was because of such a small
campus. The hearing is very private
and can only be made public with the
consent of both parties. Usually the
defendant in a case of assault will not
want an open hearing. )

I was fully aware of how difficult and
painful the hearing would be, but I knew
that nothing could be as horrible as what
happened to me two nights before Inter-
cession. | had many friends supporting me
along withmy BRAVE counsellorand Joan
Unger, the director of BRAVE.

The day I sent my complaint, the case
was unanimously taken and a date for

the hearing was set. The defendant"

voluntarily left campus until the
hearing. The few days before the
hearing, I was distant with everyone
but my close friends and would not
leave my room unless it was absolutely
necessary. My nights were filled with
worry and relatively sleepless. Many
times I considered leaving Bard, but
deep inside I knew I was doing the
right thing, not only for myself but for
other victims of sexual assault.

Less than 12 hours béfore the hearing I
received the defendants statements and
character witnesses. Thadn’t thoughtabout
getting any character statements because I
knew they weren’t weighed as heavily as
testimony, butitis recommended to collect
them, at least for moral support. So for 5
hoursin themiddleof the nightIscrambled
to gather statements. It was very encourag-
ing to have so many people support and
believe me even if this was the first they
heard about the case. :

The defendant was charged with
Rape and Aggravated Sexual Assault.

Although I had to be in the same room -

with the defendant, we were separated
and did not have to look at each other.
Both partiesare allowed to have a silent

. support person in theroomat all times,

This person is not allowed to say any-
thing but they are incredibly helpful.

. Having the person I had was very en-

couraging and I thank him immensely.
Being able to choose you support per-
son is very helpful; they cap be a
BRAVE counselor, a friend or a parent.

Neither party is allowed to have
contact with the witnesses during the
hearing and each party has a support
room. During breaks in the hearing, it
is very nice to go to aroom that is filled
with people that are on your side.

The Board had read both statements,
all character witnesses and medical
evidence beforehand and had questions
based on such evidence. Both parties
have a copy of all statements. First the
board asked me to tell them what
happened on the night in question and
then asked me questions. It was very
difficult to relate what happened in
front of a group of strangers, but they
were very understanding and did not
pressure me at all. Then the defendant
told his side and was asked questions.
We broke for lunch.

The witnesses were called, first his then
mine. The Board asked each witness spe-
cific questions, both the defendant and I
were allowed to question and cross-exam-
ine each witness. Since there are usually no
first hand witnesses in Date Rape, the first
person the victim comes in contact with is
considered a witness. -

The defendant asked to speak with
his lawyer at this point. Both parties
are allowed to seek legal counsel but
the lawyer is not allowed to be present
at the hearing. After a slim majority
vote by the Board, he wasallowed a ten
minute recess to speak to his lawyer.

After an incredibly disruptive break
the defendant and I were allowed to
question each other. This was perhaps

_the mostdisturbing part of the hearing.

Having the defendant lie when I asked

_him specific questions was deeply

distressing, many times during this
part 1 had to collect myself before
moving on. There wasn’t much I could
do beyond trusting the SJB’s judgment.
The S]B then asked both parties ques-
tions on the issue they were most con-
cerned about, and the defendant and I

‘made concluding statements.

Approximately 10 hours from the begin-
ning of the hearing, we adjourned. An
agonizing two days later, I was informed
that the SJB had terminated the proceed-

t Bard

April 13, 1994

ings due to lack of evidence. Infuriated by
the lack of decision I searched for the next
step. The Grievance Committee could not
do anything because the case had already
been heard.

I made an appointment with President
Botstein supported by Shelley Morganand
many others. Each party has the option to
meet informally to talk with the SJB about
the decision and the actual hearing. I took
this opportunity because I could not un-

-derstand how they could have terminated

this case. I knew that the defendant had
raped me and couldn’t understand why
they didn’t see that.

The President was very supportive
and understanding. He had read both
testimonies, the Board’s decision and
listened to parts of the tapes. After
trying to prove what happened to me,
it was a relief to have the President
believe me and promise to take action.
I asked to appeal the decision and the
defendant was sanctioned right away.

Meeting informally with the SJBwas very
helpful. Iwas able to tell them my concerns
about other women being afraid to take a
case to the Board because of its lack of
decision concerning my case. They ex-
plained that they had met for seven hours
and the votes were conflicting; a majority
could not make a decision based on the
evidence, so the procedure was terminated.

Although the process was long and te-
dious, at time infuriating, I am glad 1 went
through with it. I've regained the strength
that man took away from me and much
more. TheStudent Judiciary Board ismeet- -
ing with BRAVE to make the process easier
and less traumatic for all parties involved.

1 am encouraging any victim of vio-
lent crime to use the system we have.
Sexual Assault is a horrible thing to
happen to anyone and something has
to be done to stop the people commit-
ting these crimes. There is no typical
Rape victim and no two victims react
in the same way. Date Rape is very
hard to prove because in. most cases
only the assailant and victim are
present. Sometimes the victim won't
be able to remember the incident for
days or even years and sometimes they
aren’t able to say anything to anyone
for a long time. It is very important
that the victim realize they do have the
power and strength to fight back.

continued from paged .

" International Review continued
There are those lily-livered liberals, of course, who will argue that males of my age group are not inherently immoral or amoral.
Such fools insists that individuals make their choices and cannot excuse themselves with abstractions. But the nightly
repeatedly shows us images of violence being committed by predominantly one group—guess who! We have hormones doi
double somersaults inside us, and the intensity of our passions allow us only to understand our own point of view to the exclusion
of all others. It goes against our natures to prevent our participation in the war of all againstall. )
Perhaps only Signapore's legal system provides a method of stopping us from our violent self-determination. Take the case of]
the American eighteen year-old, Michael Fay, who confessed to spray-painting some cars and throwing eggs in its well-ordered
streets. He was sentenced to be tied down to a wooden trestle and be whipped with six lashes of a half-inch-thick rattan cane.

according to the New York Times. The result of such a whipping are typically physical shock from the intensity of the pain, as well
S permanent scarring, Now that is the only kind of new world order that will have any effect!
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Another View .
I will not eat green eggs and ham
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1 will not eat them, sad | am

by Michael Sylvester

“If you're so special, why aren’t you
dead?Ijust want to getalong. I just want to
get along.” -The Breeders

To quote another band, aband I listened
to innumerous times, smoke-boxed in a
car on'a dead end road, on the edge of an
abandoned and crumbling sand pnt “An-
other one bites the dust.” the one is dead
by his own hand but with a little help.

Rolling Stone compared Kurt Cobain to
John Lennon and now he can be compared
to Hemingway. The both liked their shot
guns. To quote Cobain’s mother, “Joplin

_ and Morrison took their lives, now he has
joined their stupid club.”

Who cares about all these fucking
words? When was the last time Rolling
Stone felt the pulse of anything beside
the corpses of scenes which bands had

already grown out of by the time they’

reached their lifeless forms to write
about them ad nauseam? When was
the last time someone’s mother had
something wise to sum up their
children’slives or had a clue what they
were really thinking? Jesus?
Generation X? The only thing I know
aboutGeneration Xis that Idon’ tbelong to
it. Icouldn’t because I know what it is that
the mass media are trying to describeabout
people my age and it doesn’t have a name
or a word. If it did, it would be so much
simpler. The word would lie somewhere
between carnal dissatisfaction and theem-
barrassment of really liking a new televi-
sion commercial, between dnnkmg hard
and the age when you start paying for it
the next morning, when your body is no

A lot of;eople have been joking about

the movie Reglity Bites - a movie with

Winona Ryder which purports tobe acom-
mentary on members
of the generation of lost
youth {maybe two or
three years older than
the average Bard stu-
dent) trying to cope
with the real world. It
seéms pretty obvious
that one of the main
tricks of this film is to

play off of current trends, both attitude-’

and fashion-wise, to attract members of
that selfsame ‘ost youth’ to shell out their
cash to see it, but there’s actually more to it
than that. We're talking about a very weird
movie - it’s difficult to tell which parts are
intended as satire, and which parts are
intended to be taken seriously. If the entire
movie is a big satire, then it’s pretty bril-
liant—the solutions the characters find for
their life problems are just as empty as
everything else around them, but their
desire for momentary satisfaction allows

longer the elastic sponge of abuse, when
youstartshowing scars. Itisknow that you
need to get up for work or class the next
morning and looking at your friends,
pouringanother glass of bourbon and say-
ingto yourself “aslongas]get three hours
of sleep...”

I have spent most of my life hiding from
words [ didn’t want to be called. The list is
pretty wide: macho, chauvinist, power-
hungry, egoist, sensitive new age guy, pa-
triot, commercial, employable, a typical
man, blah, blah, blah. My seventeen year-
old brother doesn’t seem to feel this pres-
sureatall so possible there isa cut-off point
for thisunspokendesirebe sometlungmore
complex than one word, to make “them
come up with new words, to be a living
metaphor, a walking simile. It would be so
simpletoliveunder the umbrella of aword
or the philosophy of a word. Prejudice
makes sense when you can understand the
comfortofbemgable to say,mthoutdoubt,

“you are like me,” snmply by process of
eliminatien.

I am twenty-four now and I own this
precious degree but this brass ring doesn’t
sell for too much any more. I have eighty
some-odd thousand dollars worth of
knowledge in my head and I can write a
pretty sentence. Those are not self-defin-
ing terms. What does it profit out to gain
the world and lose your soul? Whatdoes tit
profit you to lose it and still not be able to
afford a pack of smokes? Graffiti scribbled
aboye the toilet paper dispenser in the
bathroom: Bard diploma, takeone. Inother
words, the attainment of any goal is a tool
butit has to be used to build something. No

them to pretend they’ve found substance.
That would be pretty impressive. But it's
hard to tell if that’s what they’redoing—-it's
just as easy to see that the makers of the
film are trying to say that the particular
solutions our characters reach really are
substantive, really are the one nugget of
truth within a world of bullshit. If that's
what they’re doing, then forget it-—-they
make too convincing a case for meaning-
lessness for us to buy that any of it is
redeemable. Either way, the movie is ac-
tually enjoyable—the whmy ‘oh, we're the
lost generation’ crap is interspersed with
some excellent satire, about the characters
themselves as well as the world around us,
especially concerning trends like fast food
and MTV. In the long run, it’s hard to teli
whether this film is really willing to make
fun of itself or simply take easy shots at the
disaffected youth culture thatis ts subject.
You be the judge-worth seeing for the
intentionally satiric parts, but only if you
can handle a lot of whining about how
much it sucks to be an over-pnvxleged

youth in today’s world.

one my age seems to know what they want
to build. We piece shit together and some-
times we come up with something damn
preity. But collages only go so far. Even a
montage has borders. I am multi-faceted,
therefore Iam? There isn’t a hell of a lot of
comfort in that. _
The American dream makes a twisted
sense but, like religion, they done closed
that show down before we came to town.

You can only get so much out of reading -

thereviewsand lookingat thephotograplnc
stills.

Older pgople, even those in their thirties,
will look at us and say to us that every
generation of this century has thought that
it created angst. The difference is that they
had the words, single ideas that they could
latch on to late at night and know that,
when the alarm clock rang, the words, by
their sheer force, would help them get out
of bed. Idon’t like to complain but, is there
someone I can talk to here? We ain’t got no
war to end -all wars, no prohibition, no
depression, no flag to drape around our
shoulders, no work hard and getahead, no
political or sexual revolution, no quick
money. We have nothing but death on all
fronts, people killing themselves and each
other. Diseases in which our bodies are
failing us and no one can even give us a
good explanation why. The only tangible
goods we have are lists of things that we
can not do if we mean to keep breathing.
And it seems that all the things which
prove to us that breathing isn’t an over-
rated event are up there on that list.

I'keep coming back to the question I was

asked as a twelve year-old boy, by my

The Paper is a good movie, but it comnes
with a warning - you see, this movie was
advertised with a preview that was about
three minutes long, which basically told the
entire story of the film, including major
conflict scenes, subplots, and the eventual
resolution of the main story. If you recall
seeing the preview of this film and thinking,
wow, it seems like they just summarized the
whole movie, well, you're right, they did,
and it’s pretty much ruined. If you saw that
preview, then you know so much of what's
going to happen in the movie that it will be
almost impossible to build upany tension as
thevariousissuesof thefilmwork themselves
out, or at least that was what happened to
me. Basically, theadvertising willhaveruined
this movie for a lot of people. Which is really
sad, because it's a good movie. Michael
Keaton, Glenn Close, Marisa Tomei, Randy
" Quaid, and Robert Duvall, an excellent cast,
portray the staff of a daily paper going
through the hectic routine of getting an issue
out on ime. The main plot of the story cen-
ters around Michael Keaton, a young news-

'paperman whois also trying very hard tobe

uncle, his mouth full of chicken: “Don’t
youknow what it means to be a man?” It’s
been twelve year and my only answer is,
gee, I guess not. You see, I keep getting
caught up in the semantics, 4 man, know
what it means, a man, one. We are a gen-
eration of peoplefighting desperately tobe
individuals but what the fuck does that
mean?

Individual 1) originally, not divisible;
not separable. 2) existing as a single, sepa-
rate thing or being; single; separate; par-
ticular

The mass media give us Generation X, a
retread of some Thirty-something idea, be-
cause they don’t know whatelse to give us,
what flag we canall agree to burn. Weexist
separately, island of the same age, believ-
ing in an inherent worth that we can’t find
a market for. We keep looking for media
figures, any minor deity, some Moses to
speak for us, a people who have lost their
faith in words. Cobain kills himselfand we
can sympathize but that is about it, other’
than feeling a personal loss if the existence
of his music helped get you through the
day. It isn’t too hard to figure cut. A shot
gun is, at least, solid and you can see the
contents of aneedleas it enters your blood.
Weare questing for theintangible tangible,
but here may not be an answer that works
for more than one of us atat a time, not an
answer we can live with. If you boys down
in marketing come up with one I would
suggest you write it down quickly and get
that fucker on the air, while there is still
someone left around to read it.

a famlly man, along with his wife, Marisa
Tomei, who is freaking out because she’s
sacrificed her own career at the paper (or so
she fears) to have a baby. The film moves
artfullybackand forthamong thecharacters,
allowing us to understand what drives each
of the characters involved as we move
through a very long night during which the
cover story for the morning paper evolves.
The tension the film builds up at every step
is impressive, and the sense of impending
deadline is applicable to each character both
in terms of that night, their individual jobs,
and their lives. The film deals impressively
withanumber of issues, and somehow man-
ages to remain faithful to all of them—jour-
nalisticintegrity, choicesbetween careerand
marriage, office politics, the fear of wasting
your life, paranoia—~you name it, if it's a
human problem, there’s a touch of itin there
somewhere. Well acted, funny, sympathetic,
and a litile off the wall, this is one of those
films where you walk out exhausted, won-
dering, is it really like that? Accurate or not,
it’sanentertainingfilm, wellacted,and worth
seeing. ha
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Senlor Class Column

by Ephen Glenn Colter
Wasn't “Open Mike Night” a scream!? I wasn't, uh there, but that's because, uh, well .there were s0
many people I just couldn’t “squeeze” in—or was it the night before a chapter deadline? Well, anyway,
I heard your Senior Class Co-President Tammy Sloan turned it out great!

Listen up. You've already received notice in your boxes, but here’s a reminder: “Spring Break” baskets
will be ready for pick up in the pool room (where else?) Wednesday morning from 9-5 A.M. Please pick
up your basket promptly, or maybe some big ‘ole evil senior will eat it!

News: Kira Sue Chitwood, Senior Class Alumnae Representative, and that other Senior Class
Co-President & Senior Menage Diva, just thought you’d like to know that we invited alumnae
in the New York area (only as far back as 1990) to the Menage. Itis no accident that the Menage
is THREE DAYS AFTER the written P's are due. So, we all have something to look forward to.
You still have plenty of time to alert a “friend” to come as your guess “Friends” are welcome
to the Menage, townies are another story

Gossip: Dean Levine on last month’s evening, "Semor Projects in Progress” sponsored by the Gender
Studies Program: “That wasarare eveningindeed! Over the years have been presentat many such senior
project events...I do not exaggerate here...last night’s presentations were, as a group, the best [ have ever
heard. Each of them was intelligent, creative, and motivated by personal and intellectual investment.”

OK a little cheesy, but, hey, I think this indicative of all the senior projects in progress. We’re all in this
together!Just think, after the “P” on the 4th you’ll have three weeks to chill—or swill—whatever your
thing is. We should all look forward to the great senior art exhibits, film premiers, dance concerts, and
music recitals. Unforgettable times to relax and memorable places to rub elbows. Need I even mention
that we'reallgonna need some good times & serious sun after the overload of cathoderaysat the computer
center and this &*#@'n weather.

Excuse me, but, um, Ephen has only received fwo invites. If you want props in my column
announcmg details of your senior “Fifteen Minutes of Fame” you must send me notice ¢/o the
senior class box, dig?

LISA ANOMAIPRASERT, sculptor, Opening Reception April 29, 9 P.M., Proctor Art Center.

KRISTI MARTEL, musician”Open Your Face and Sing” April 20, 22, and 23, 8 P.M., Blum Hall.

Handsome, talented, and all-around nice guy Chris Wermuth (OK, so I'm fllrtlng, but in the
spirit of flattery) was kind enough to slip me the following list of upcoming senior art exhibits
by up-and-coming artist who plan to be worth much more dead than alive: STEVE SOMMERS
& MORGAN FINE, April 15-21, Procter; AMANDA FAUST, April 22-28, Procter; ALISOUN
MEEHAN, April 29-May 5, Procter; ROBERT SWEENEY, April 29-May 5, Olin; TARA PARSONS
& EVELINE SWARTTOUW, May 6-12, Procter; ZACK WEINBERG, May 6-12, Olin; LARA
LEPIONKA, May 6-12, Manor; SHAMUS LANGLOIS & ANGUS CHASSELS, May 13-19, Procter;
RAPHAEL GRECO & NICK KOLBA, May 13-19, Woods; CHRIS WERMUTH, May 13-19, Olin;
ALYN COSGROVE & CARA ROSS, May 20-29, Procter; LISA MAREINISS, May 20 -29, Olin.

OK. T have to bitch for just a moment. I'm stressed, anxious about what the hell I'm gonna do after all
this and distracted by the pressure of having to turn in my “P” sample in less than three weeks. So, with

this in mind, I really did not appreciate having to starve for a day and a half during spring break last

weekend. While slaving in the computer center, BOTH the coffee shop and the bookstore were closed on

:aturday—and on Sunday the fucking coffee shop didn’t even open till late afternoon. Shall we say that

our mommies and daddies would not be very happy that their babies had to go hungry because Bard

didn’t care to think about them? We live in the middle of nowhere people, and if you don’t have a car

around here, life can sometlmes suck. (I hope the right people hear about this so this won’t happen again.
ver.)

Just so you know, the Pres is do’n that forum/ conversation thing again. On April 20—next week folks,
5-10 P.M. plus eats—the sub]ect will not be roses. It will be “Liberal Arts: Responsibility, Goals, and
Effects.” Who better than seniors could voice an opinion, shall we even go so far as to say an evaluation,
of their four years at Harvard on the Hudson? Sign upat the Dean of Students Office ASA fuck’nP! I have
one thing to say: Have your shit together and try, try to be respectful.

Idunno know what t'tell ya. God only knows WHO the 2 marshals, 4 flagbearers, 2 bellringers, 8 ushers

and 4 turtle doves are, but whoever you non-seniors are, you better appreciate the privilege, or youwill |

be replaced. Like that (“snap”). You're work'n for us now.
Do youneedajobsoon? A placetolive? A “real” lover? Maybeevena vacation? Well, join the goddamn
zlub. There’s somekind of “Career Day” going onin May (Yes, AFTER projects!). I think the 18th, butdon’t

Juote me. Talk to Maureen in the Career Development Office (and don't get cute, she’s doing the best she =

zan).

We're still going for 10K for the big “TP”. Gotany more bright ideas? Personally, I want to have a bake
sale. But if any little first year twit came running out nekked to rub his or her genitals in the desert I really
wouldn’tbe responsible for my actions (and on that note, can you believe Klineactually took dessertaway
that night, like we're children). ’

Let’s have a moment of silence for all the folks who started with us in L&T and are not here with us—
struggling—today: OK, now let’shave a shout out to all our ‘ole friends around here who started out with
us but are not graduatmg, just yet. All in good time.

Yeah, yeah, we're still waiting to hear about Yo Ma speaking at commencement. Personally, I"d rather
him play, but...

Dates to remember coming up soon folks: MAYZ “All-Nighter Cramming Care Packages” May4.. weknow,
we know. No, the auction not this week as planned, but its approaching. Come sell out your friends and
puy out your professors! Be competitive!! Win, win, win! Allingood, uh, “fun.” Oh and last, remember
our httle motto: try not to "pro;ect” those anxlehes on anyone else.

A
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Music continued

continued from page 3
to writea new language, he distorted
the music in a way so that it was
rhythmically alive. Regularity was
usedasanadvantage,aswellashurmor
and sarcasm.

NAME Bartok's "Opening of the
Third Concerto"wasuncorrupted by
urbanism, just as peasant music did

_notuse any regular rhythms, Bartok

did not use any simple fragments as
did Wagner, but instead he used
complete lines. His approach was
thought to be regressive, serving the
upper class. Many thought that this
was the affect American culture had
on Bartok. However, the composer
did notagree;he believed thathe was
engaging in this form of music with-

out being cliche.

Botstein concluded the lecture
with a piece by Schoenberg which
was based on the Biblical Ten
Commandmentsand theargument
of Moses and Aaron. In this piece,
not only do we hear the purity of
language but also the abstractidea
ofillusive truth. The paradox liesin
that we redeem music to match the
belief of art,and save it from crush-
ing conformity. One aim of the
modernists was to enable anyone
to listen to this music without
having vast knowledge. Despite
the opposing schools, all of the
modermnists wanted their listeners
tobeopentothe strengthand spirit
and emotion of their sound. T
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* Alcohohcs Anonymous and Narcotics Anonymous are meetmg today in Asplnwall 304 at
12 noon. -

*x an:h Table, Kline Co!legg Room 5:45p - 7p. A
* Mesa de Espaiicl. jNo tela pierdas! Kiine Commltee Room &7p.
* Grand Union Run Leaves at 6p and returns at 7p Meet 'uae van behind Kline.

* Alcohohcs ‘Anonymous meetmg in Ba.rrytown Meet van at Secunty at 7: 45p

__% THURSDAY. APRIL 14 *

‘% Alcoholics Anonymous meting in Aspmwall 304 at 7:30p.

* Tavoia italiana, Kiine Pmident‘s Room. All Welcomel Join us for conversation »
at 5:30-6:00p. Benvenuti!

* Intergenerational Seminar. \Iiruses Blological and Computer Seminar
conducted by Biology Profesor John Ferguson and Director of Computer Education Michael
Lewis. Mectings will continue for four consecutive Thursdays. Olin 310, 6: 30p For
mformatloncontact Ms. Karen Becker.

* Professor ]emlynn Dodds of City College of New York will give a lecture entltled
‘Muslims, Jews and Christians: The Art of the Orient in Medieval Spain.
Olin 102, 7p.

* Inhrgeneratlonal Seminar. Gnosticlsm' Philosophy and Technique. This
“seminar will be led by Professor Leonard Schwartz and will continue for three consecutive
thuxsdays Olin 308, 7p. For mformatlon contact Ms. Karen Becker.

% FRIDAY. APRIL 1!

* Blood Drive/ Wellness Falr. The Blood Drive conducted by the Hudson Valley Blood
Services will take place at the Old Gym between 11a and 4:15p. Sign up for appomtments at
Kline during lunch hours on April 12, 13 and 14.

% Alcoholics Anonymous meetmg in Aspmwall 304 at12. noon

“* CZECH l'l' OUT! Do you havean interest in Czech culture? Would you like to learn’
_some Czech words, Czech expressions or experience Czech humor" Come to the Czech table.
fine Presldents Room. 5-6: 30p

x Ovemters Anonymous meting in Kingston. Meet van at Seeurity at 5:15p.

ok ’ Narcotics Anonymous meeting in Catskill. ‘Meet van at Security at 7:15p.

* TAKLCHI classes with Master Wendy Shih will start today and will meet every Friday
_evening, 7p, at the Stevenson Gymnasium until May 6. The fee is $5 per class. To regxster call
758-7530

. x AAlcoholics Anonymous meeting in Aspinwéll 304 at 12 noon.

* Narcotics Anonymous meetmg in Woodstock. Meet van at Secunty at2: 15p

* Trip to New York City. Sign up at the Dean of Students Office, $500

* Jazz plamst and 1994 Grammy Award nominee Kenny Barrosn and drummer Mmmmy
Cobb, together with bassist Jefin Menegon, will appear at Joyous Lake in Woodstock
tonight. Tickets are $12 For more information call (914) 679-5154.

* Formai 1.S.0. Party tonight at 10p in the Old Gym

* SUNDAY __APRIL 17 _*

%* Narcotics Anonymous meeting in Aspinwall 304 at 7:30p.

% MONDAY. APRIL 18 %

* Alcohohcs Anonymous and Narcotxcs Anonymous wﬂl be meetmg m Asplnwall 304 at 12
noon.

* Women's Center Meeting. Annandale House, rm 110, 6:30p.

* Co-Dependents Anonymous meeting in Red Hook. Meet van at Secur_ity at 6:30p;

% TUESDAY, APRIL 19 *

* Patncm Murphy will be selhng de51gner perfumes today at I(]me Commons

% Alcoholics Anonymous and Narcotics Anonymous w111 be meeting today in Aspinwall
304 at 12 noon. B

* Professor Peter Dolan will be giving a lecture entitled "Modern Mathematics.” Pre-
lecture reception will take place at 4:20p at the Ohn atnum, and the lecture w111 start at 5p in
Olin Auditorium, S . o

* Van to Cheap Movle Night at the Red Hook Lyceum. Van leaves at 6:30p from
Kline and returns at 10p. First come, first served, so be early.

*x WEDNESDAY. APRIL 20 x
" .%_ Alcoholics Anonymous and Narcotics Anonymous are meetzng today in Aspmwall 304 at
12 noon.

* Mesa de Espanol. iNo te la pierdas!. Kline Comm!teo Room 6-7p.
* Grand Union I-'lun Leav&s at 6p and returns at 7p. Meet the van behind I(Iine.

* Joan Del Plato of Simon's Rock will speak on "Plcturing the Vlctorlan Self and the
Harem 'Other.*Olin 102, 7p. -

% Alcoholics Anonymoué meeting in Barrytown. Meet van at Security at 7:45p.

LR RSC

WA DA A

Meet all vans or buses in the parkmg Iot 'behmd Klme Commons‘.



























