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xcipa AVBPII® i H Bareiv AV B II* I1°: wpooBareiv LP:
Tekvor]s xeipa PBarew I1° 1284 ws ex B[ew]r 115 om. 'Iyd paveirar
1285 povom. I 5 ¢férepme B Haun, H (-ev)  #Ap codd.: aia: 1°
ardis ¥ o 1286 & ABTE: 4 LP: 3V 1287, 1288 om, T
1288 iimeprelvaca 1% : dmeprendioa H 1280 e AVBII®: 5¢ P:
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# mrqwdv Gpar o6 &s albépos Bdbos,
€l i) Tpdvver dduacw déoer diknv.
mémold® dmoxrelvaca kowpdvovs xBovos
-~ 2 A\ ~ 4
a03os adry ravde Pedecfar ddpwr;
AN ob yap abrijs povr(d bs Téxvwy Exawr
xelomy pev obs &pacer Epfovow Kakds,
by 3t maldwy jAbov éxkocdowy Plov,
i pol 71 dphowa’ ol mpoaikovres Yével,
pnrpdoy Ekmpdocovtes dvdoioy Govor.
& TAfjpor, odk oled of kaxdy é\jAvlas,
laogor: ob yap Tovod by épOéyfw Adyovs.
r{ & &orw; 4 mov xip' dmoxreivar Oéhet;
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. &5 ovkér’ Svrwy cév Tékvwv ppdvrife .
~ o k] ) by A W ’ -
nod ydp vw éxrew’; &rds 1) Efwber bopwr;
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xaAdre kAjdas Gs TaxioTa, TPoTTONOL,
ex\ved’ &ppots, s Bw durhody kaxdy,
robs pty Oavdvras, Ty & Telowpar Bikny.
vl Tdobe xweis kavapoyAevels TUAAS,
vexpovs epevvdy képk Ty elpyacpémy;
matoal mévov Tobd. €l &' &uod xpelav éxes,
Ay, €l i BovAp, xewt b ob Yadoes moré. 1320
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Adyous bis Chr. Pat. 121 et 437 1320 Jp. obyx &y v
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66 COMMENTARY

20. A Hellenistic inscription found at Delphi (Bull. Corr. Hell.
xlix, 1925, 88) preserves the beginning of this line: MHAEIA-
AHAYZTHJ.

21. Poq ... dprovs: “Gproe” is what she actually cries aloud: cf.
S. Ant. 133 vikny dhakdfa, to cry “wikn”, Ph. 1154 sq. Bod =ip
kat SkéMas. Pwpds per victimam, dpkos per verba, mioris per
dextram, Porson. The contrast of truthful barbarian and lying
Greek was a commonplace : v. Introd., pp. xix-xx.

Bo@ piv . .. dvakakei 82...: anaphora with words of similar
meaning, cf. /lek. g82 piknuév . . . mpooikés 8¢ . . .1 5. OK. 1501
agapns pev . . . eppavis 8¢ . . .1 AL Pers. 27 coBepol pév . . . Sewol
d¢ . .. (Wecklein).

Since Eur. used neither accents nor punctuation, nobody has
ever known whether he intended 8efids, wlorv or Sefias miorw.
S. OK. 1632 xepos oijs miorw, Phil. 813 xewpds miorw suggest
that defids wioriv was the normal phrase. On the meaning of
8ebias wiorww v. 412 n. nfra.

24, dovros: So Penelope in 8 789 keir' dp' dowros, dmacros €8nrios
#8¢ moriros: Alas in S. A7, 324 dowros dwvip, drores : Phaidra in
Hipp. 2745q. rpuralay 4’ odo” dowros fpuépay: Iphis in Hik. 1105-6
doiriats pov 8épas dmogpfepm : Orestes in Or. 39-41.

Vel : submitlens, surrendering,

dAynSéer. ‘Quo minus refert, eo difficilius est eligere’, Elmsley.
"AMynd. occurs plural four times in Eur,, once only (v. 56 infra,
where the plural could hardly stand) singular. The plural is
therefore slightly likelier here.

25. currelvovea: merely an emendation by some one as puzzled by
cvrrixovaa as modern edd. Schol. says cvrrixovea here isintransi-
tive, but there is no parallel [ocvvréryka, like many other active
perfects, is used intransitively]. Most edd. take oépa as object
of ouvrrix., but the awkwardness of the intervening riv mdvra
xpovoy is a very serious objection. The true explanation can be
derived from the parallel of /4. 398 éué 8¢ ouvvrpfovar vikres
nuépai e Saxpiois. There ‘ time wastes me away with tears’, here
¢1 waste time away with tears’. There is no longer much ob-
scurity when we see that rov xpdvor here is nearly equivalent to
(a part of) ker lifetime: ie. there is little significant difference
between cuvriker Tov xpdvov and v. 141 rdkes Biordy.  True, ypdvos
usually = time as opposed fo aldv = lifetime: but rov mavra ...
emei here gives the necessary limitation.

The last vestige of doubt may disappear when we consider
the way in which Greek often expresses the relation between a
person and the time during which he lives. A man’s Zime is re-
garded as something which is born together with him (A. Ag.
107 olppuros alov, S. O 7. 1082-3 avyyeveis pives), grows up with
him (S. 4i. 622 makag olwrpocpos duépa), sleeps when he sleeps
(A. Ag. 8g4 roi fuvveidovros xpérov), is always with him (8. OK.
7 xpévos Euvéy), and grows old with him (S. 07" 963 paxpg ovu-




LINES 799-82 131

816. v. App. Crit.: souns for the two children are nowhere else
dual in this play; but werds are, and it is difficult to think of a
good reason why a noun should not be. B’s obviously inappro-
priate odv maida is probably a deliberate ‘correction’ of the
unwelcome dual. I find no safe criterion for deciding between
0w maide and ody oméppa here: v. 1158 n. 1 print the latter
doubtfully.

B19. irw: ‘letit go’: defiance of the possible consequences. S. P/i.
120 (Neoptolemos) fra* monoe, raray aloxivmy dpeis, 798 above.

820-1. She addresses the Nurse, as 821, 823 clearly prove.

823. /7. 1061 yuvaikés éoper, (piloppor dAAnhats yévos: Fel. 329
yuraixa yap 81 cupmovely yuvatck ypi: f7. 108 yovy yuvawi olppaxoy
mEuke Tws.

824 sqq. This magnificent hymn to the glory of Athens is intended
to divert Medea from her dreadful purpose. ‘The chorus hopes
that the comparison will deter her from killing her children,’
the Scholiast, with uncommon insight, observes, ‘it is not likely
that such wise and holy men will welcome a murderess .

*Epexfeidar : Homer, B 546 sqq. "Afjwas, . . . | dipoy *Epex@ios
peyakiropos, 6v wor’ "Afqn | Bpévre Aids Buydrnp, Teke 8¢ (elbwpos
dpovpat S. Ai. 202 yeveas yfoviov am "Epexfeidav. Erechtheus,
who was born of Earth (Hdt. viii. 55), mythical founder of the
Athenian people, was early confused with Erichthonios, son of
Hephaistos and Athena (Apollod. iii. 14. 6) or Hephaistos and
Earth (Erastosth. Cafast. 13), cf. A. Eum. 13. Athenians are
raides ‘Hepaiorov, [The Erechtheum on the Acropolis was not
completed until 409 B.C,, but was begun long before.] Hence
they are of divine descent, fear maides, cf. Isocr. Panath. 124
aro fedv . . . yeyovoras: while the original legend of Erech- J
theus assured them that they were the first and only inhabitants |/
of their land. Among numerous references, cf. Isocr. Paneg. |
24 €€ fomep €upey, Talbrny Exovres dmavra Tov Ypivay Biareoipev,
Perikles in Thuc. ii. 36, Plato, Menex. 237 B, Lys. Epitaph.
§ 17, Pseudo-Demo. FEpitaph. § 4, Hypereides, Epitapk. col. s.
[Thuc. i. 2. 5 gives a less romantic account: Attica was never
invaded and possessed by foreigners because it was not worth
occupying 8w o Aemrdyewy: paraphrased by Strabo viii. 333
(adroyfovas).] This is why the land is holy, lepas (P. /7. 63 €év
rais lepais 'Afnvais), and unravaged, dwopfiTov (Strabo, loc. cit.
droplyrovs, oracle ap. Hdt. vii. 141 reiyos Tpiroyevel Evhtvor 1ot
eplora Zevs | poiwoy amdpbnrov rehéferr)—holy, because their
founder was of divine descent; unravaged, because the men of
Attica had never been driven out of their land or superseded by
foreigners in it—a few temporary occupations (such as that of
the Persians in 480 B.C.) were negligible.

826-7. $epPopevor xAewoTdTav codiav: ‘education being as indis-
pensable to them as food isto other people’, the Schol. ogogia here
means Anowledge in general, but especially of arts and sciences.
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Cf. the parody in Ar. Nuwd, 1204 l‘:'J”-ICﬂ:\AI'?Tl','J‘}HJV lTDdIJl'fJ'I" Nhu.‘l.ra'r' 0
émaokav: for the metaphor, Lucr, iil, 12 omnia nos :udc:'n_ depas
mur aurea dicta. It is possible to take yopas tTITu'aS [bcrn] G
a land, etc’, or to take it as governed by cepBiueva urotpmas 3
1 prefer the former. C:IUSH."}‘, (‘.’l'Jl'll'lE‘Ct‘Cd with t,h_ls [Jhmse‘ 5
Baivarres I’I,"ﬁpa)s Sud Naprpordrou mﬂifiu;‘ (Milton, 2. A. l\f‘?.js—g‘. on
th’ Aegean shore a city stands | built nobly; pure the airand Iig
the soil’). The relation of climate to character was a subject:
which interested Ionic philosophers, geographers, and doctorss
to whom Euripides is clearly indebted here. The bright cle:
air, perennial sea-breezes, and healthy temperature fostered
alert and eager people as surely as the dense atmosphere |
Boiotia bred pigs. For earlier lonian speculations gf.) Di
genes of Apollonia, A. 19 Diels, kal b ppovelv 7 aépt (A. dvanree)is
Life of Pythagoras, Photius Cod. 249, p. 441 4, 13 5qq,, Attic
mardela is €k hioews Umdpyouad, ToU TOIOUTOU depos [TXVOTATO GyTAS
kablapordrov, s i pdvoy Ty yir NemTivew . .. alha kai ris Yo
rév avfporwey: Hippocr, mepi dépww vdarar témwv, p. 77, 12 54
Heiberg, cit. E. Kienzle, Der Lobpreis von Stidtern uns I

Diss. Basel, 1936, p. 17 (to Wwhich work T am 1161’8 indebte
CT, further, Eur. /7. 971. 3 olpaviy imrép yijs éxopev eb kexpapévov, |
o’ dyav wip ollre yeipa cru!.minrs:: Isocr. AT‘. 74+ Plato, Zint.

C ) Bebs mporépovs Duis kargkioer ékheEape v v Témov év ?-}reywq
v edbkpariay oy wpdy év altd kariboloa, 611 i:{rm:cm:nurrn:s‘ arlip
otoor: Aristeid. Panath. 100 (I p. 161 Dind.) ov yap dorw boris
wepl yiv depwy TocoiTo déaTire yis T puoe otd" alfépr pak
eixaorar: Cicero, de fato 7 Athenis tenue caelum, ex quo acutio
etiam putantur Attici : crassum Thebis, itaque pingues T heba
(cf. Hor. £p. ii. 1. 244 Boeotum in crasso iurares aere natu
Juv. x. 50, on Abdera, vervecum in patria crassoque sub ae
Galen, de animi moribus, viii. 822 *at Abdera there are ma
fools’). “Yyiewa was personified and portrayed on an Attic v
described below: v. Introd., p. viii: about twelve months later
clear sky was darkened by the Plague, and the Spartans overra
Attica. { -

830. Balvovres &Bpas: originally of a step that betrays softness
luxury, then of any dainty or delicate step (1164 belo\.v.. He
1528 aBpov wiba ’ﬂf)tio'), so here of the spring of the vigor
athletic Athenian’s step. ! b

aibépos : here almost ‘clime’, cf. 478 594 albépa riw Mohooa@¥
(compare kaAhivaow ibid. 589 with kaXAuwiov here 835).

831 dwiéa IhepiBos «r\.: ‘They say the nine Pierian M
created golden-haired Harmony . [/NVo/*' Harmony created
Muses’, a meaningless and absurd idea: nb. the cu
view that gureiew cannot be used of the mother is false, Baccli
xvi. §9-60.] ‘Apuovla here denotes the Union of the nine Mus!
where these are together, they create a tenth essence, the ch
of none alone hut of all together. All the Nine Muses made

LINES 830-40 133

home in Athens : the Athens of the Sophists and Tragedians, of
Pheidias, Perikles, Anaxagoras, Douris, Damon, Aristophanes ;
where Homer was read, and Herodotus recited. For the sense
of “App., Union, cf. Empedokles 122. 2 (opp. Neikos), 27. 3.

The honour of Harmony leads the poet naturally to Aphro-
dite (her mother in Eur, 7/ 7, h. Apoll. 194). An Attic lekythos
(Korte, Ayeh. Zeit, 1879, 95, cit. Leo, Hermes, xv. 306 sqq.)
represents "Epes and 'Appovia together (names inscribed). Beside
"Epws is Tiyn, seated in centre ; “Yyéeta and Hefd approach from
the left, ‘Appovia from the right. See further Sittig in P.W.K.
VII 2379 sqq., s.v. Harmonia, Cf. A. ik 1041 sqq. dédorar
8" "Appovia poip "Adpodivas | Yredupi rpiBor v "Epbrav.

836. Knéioot : Apollod. iii. 15. T yrpas 8¢ "Epexfels Hpafibéar vy
Pparinoy kal Awysveias tis Knfioot éoye maidas krh.: Kephisos,
god of his river, was among the ancestors of the Athenians (cf. Zon
1261), related to Erechtheus; so he begins the second stanza
as Erechtheus began the first. 8. OA". 685 ol8 dvmvor kpijras
pvifovaw, Kndigov vopddes peéfpur 1 Kephisos never failed (to-
day it does fail), though Ilissos might be dry for many weeks in
the heat of summer. Its channels made the plain green and
fertile wherever they flowed : this was owed to the loving care
of Aphrodite. Sophocles (OK. 691 sqq.) mentions Aphrodite
and the Muses. togethér : olidé Movoay yopoi v ameoriynaar obd’
d ypumdvios "Acppodiza, She breathes over the land the gentle
breezes for which Athene prayed.—xdvépwr dipara | ebphims
mvéoypr’ émwrreiyew xfiva (A, Eum, Goq-s5): her temple stood by
the Ilissos (Paus. i. 19. 2) and no doubt beside the Kephisos
too ; the roses (for the Athenian flower-beds see Wilam., Gr.
Trag. iii, p. 193) which she is for ever twining in her hair have
the ‘sweet fragrance of divinity’ which betrayed the presence
of Artemis to dying Hippolytos (/Hipp. 1391), and of the
daughters of Ocean to Prometheus (P V. 115 sq.).

éml poats LP: dmd poais ABV (poas suprascr. A): dmd podw
supraser. B It seems likely that foav, poas (pods) are merely
emendations, made to improve dmd posis. Against dmo pods
pods is a bad object for aduoe.: ol are not that which you
draw, but that frem which you draw. But it is by no means
intpossible.  Against aro pods : pon singular hardly ever oceurs.
In Homer always plural, in lyric and tragic poetry nearly
always, Eur. has plural some twenty times, singular only B
281 dpméhov poy where the plural would be less natural. " [gody
is thus a bad emendation of Zon 118.] Against éni goais there
is no objection. The error dmd for éri gave rise to all the
confusion and variants.

830-40. fidunvéovs afpas LP: alpas (om. f8umr) AVB: aiflpas

ndvmpdovs v. Difficulties: (1) afpas answering aogplay 829 is an
unparalleled freedom of responsion in this metre. Spondees
sometimes replace dactyls in the first foot of the dactylic part
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