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As we return to Annandale for the new academic year, I want to thank the dedicated faculty elected this spring to 
serve on the Ad Hoc Committee: they have been working with focus and integrity on behalf of the College 
throughout the summer. So too, the entire Board of Trustees, in particular members of the board's Transition 
Committee, and new Board Chair Brandon Weber '97, have labored tirelessly to support Bard College and its people 
in this challenging time of transition. Acting President Jonathan Becker stepped into his role on July 1st with 
characteristic energy and conviction: we are grateful for his commitment to this place and to charting a secure path 
forward on behalf of the entire community and future generations. 
 
Another change to celebrate: Brooke Jude, Associate Professor of Biology, has graciously stepped into a new role in 
Ludlow as Associate Dean of the College. 
 
Please join me in welcoming new faculty colleagues to Annandale this fall.*   
 
First, distinguished artists and researchers who will join us on campus this fall: 
Tara Westover, Visiting Writer in Residence (fall 2026) 
Venki Ramakrishnan, Distinguished Scientist in Residence (September 2026) 
 
And a robust cohort of new tenure track colleagues in Annandale: 
Charlotte Clapham, Assistant Professor of Data Analytics 
Tez Clark, Assistant Professor of Philosophy 
Terresa Eun, Assistant Professor of Sociology (starting in 2028-2029) 
Matthew Lavin, Associate Professor of Data Analytics 
Josh Meisel, Assistant Professor of Mathematics 
Md Farhan Tasnim Oshim, Assistant Professor of Computer Science 
Michael Salgarolo, Assistant Professor of History 
Katherine van Stolk-Cooke, Assistant Professor of Psychology  
Sasha Wortzel, Assistant Professor of Film and Electronic Arts 
 
Five colleagues have been converted to tenure-track appointments beginning in 2026-27: 
Andrew Atwell, Assistant Professor of the Interdisciplinary Study of Religions and Jewish Studies 
Jordan Ayala, Assistant Professor of Data Analytics and Geography 
Ingrid Becker, Assistant Professor of Human Rights 
Eleanor (Ellie) Diamant, Assistant Professor of Biology  
Elena Kim, Associate Professor of Psychology 
 
Conversions to regular, non-tenure track appointments have been approved for: 
Matthew Greenberg, Continuing Assistant Professor of Chemistry 
Gabriela Lindsay,  Continuing Assistant Professor of French 
 
Finally, congratulations on tenure and/or promotion are very much in order for the following colleagues: 
Paul Cadden-Zimansky promoted to Professor of Physics  



Thomas Hutcheon promoted to tenured Associate Professor of Psychology 
Tanya Marcuse to tenured Associate Professor of Photography 
Daniel Williams promoted to tenured Associate Professor of Literature 
 
This month, pre-tenure faculty should be meeting with their program directors to go over the previous year's CAFE 
(student evaluation) forms.  For faculty who have not yet heard from their program directors, do reach out to 
arrange time to speak early in the semester. 
 
Please take a moment to familiarize yourself with Bard's newly established Policy Library: 
https://www.bard.edu/about/policies/  So too, be aware that in addition to the Faculty Handbook (2026-27 edition 
will be posted later this month), all faculty are responsible to review and abide by the Bard College Employee 
Handbook (found here: https://www.bard.edu/humanresources/forms/). 
 
Stay tuned for news of more workshops and faculty development opportunities this semester. All of us in the Office 
of the DoC stand ready to assist you with questions and concerns--no matter how large or small--as the fall semester 
gets underway. 
 
*Bard's complete Fall 2026 Faculty Transition List is available on the DoC website here: 
https://www.bard.edu/doc/recruitment/ 
 
 

Please note: Faculty Recognitions and Activities and Accomplishments can all be found at the end of this newsletter. 
 
 

 
Opening of the Academic Year Reminder of Bard Policies:  

 
Faculty and Staff should familiarize themselves with all College policies, which are 

regularly reviewed and updated, and will be posted on the 
Bard Policy Library site (bard.edu/about/policies/) 

 
Some policies can only be viewed by Bard College account holders 

 
Bard College Policies 

 
● Bard College By-Laws 

● Conflict of Interest Policy 
● Gift Acceptance Policy 
● Whistleblower Policy 

● Gender-Based Misconduct Policy 
● Policy Against Discrimination and Harassment 

● Consensual Relations Policy 
● Free Speech Policy 

● Hazing Policy and Procedure 
● Minors Policy 

 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
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FALL FACULTY MEETINGS 

 
Faculty Meetings – Wednesdays 1:20 p.m. (held in the Multipurpose Room of the Bertelsmann     

Campus Center) 

                  September 2, September 30, November 4 (faculty-led), and December 16 

Executive Committee – Tuesdays 3:00 p.m. – 4:30 p.m. (Ludlow 301) 

Curriculum Committee – Thursdays 8:30 a.m. – 9:45 a.m. (Ludlow 301)                                       

Planning and Appointments Committee –- Wednesdays 9:00 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. (Ludlow 301) 

             Faculty Senate Meetings – held on the first Tuesday of every month from 8:30 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.       

                               September 1, October 6, November 3, December 1  (Hegeman 204A) 

 

*Program Director Meetings with the Dean: Wednesday, October 28, 2026, and Wednesday, April 28, 2027 

 

 
 

 
The 2026 Michèle Dominy Award  

for Teaching Excellence awarded to  
Professor Ethan Bloch 

 
The Michèle Dominy Award for Teaching Excellence honors 
outstanding teachers who exemplify Bard College’s commitment to 
distinction in undergraduate liberal arts and sciences education. The 
annual award recognizes demonstrated intellectually rigorous and 
challenging teaching, creativity in course design and the application of 
innovative teaching concepts and methods, and energetic engagement 
within and outside of the classroom. 
 
The Michèle Dominy Award for Teaching Excellence was established in 
2015 by the faculty and administration of the College to honor 

Professor Dominy’s fourteen years of service as dean of the college.  

Professor Ethan Bloch has been both a visionary for mathematics at Bard in curricular design and innovation, and 
also works tirelessly with his students, meeting them for hours a day in his office. He has been completely dedicated 
to his students and this institution for 40 years. 

When Professor Bloch first arrived at Bard, the mathematics curriculum was badly in need of overhaul. His first 
priority was to create a Proofs and Fundamentals course as a way to anchor the major. At the time, this was an 
innovative idea and very few textbooks existed that covered both the breadth and depth of topics currently taught. 
Professor Bloch’s answer was to write a 400-page textbook at the advanced undergraduate level that has served as 
the College's default text since it was published. He was similarly dissatisfied with the available texts for the 
program's class on Real Analysis–the capstone course for majors. As is his wont, Professor Bloch wrote a 500-page 
textbook based on the course he taught, and his textbook, again, has become the default for many in the program. 
Both books were written with Bard students in mind, but have become standards in the field for rigor and the sheer 
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breadth of topics covered. Every single student who has ever sent him edits or corrections receives an official 
recognition with each new edition. 

The field of mathematics has changed considerably since Professor Bloch joined our faculty, and the pace has only 
quickened in the age of Artificial Intelligence. Bard students had been asking for 300-level mathematics classes that 
involve both theoretical proofs and hands-on coding work. Professor Bloch met this challenge with gusto, creating 
his Discrete and Computational Geometry class. This class is a sequel to Proofs and Fundamentals and builds upon 
the theoretical groundwork of that class while using the subject of geometry to teach students a rigorous course in 
the computer language Python (the state of the art for certain areas of Computer Science and Mathematics). 

In a similar way, Professor Bloch created his nonmajor Data and Decisions class several years ago to address the 
problem of college-aged students needing to understand the mathematical underpinnings of what we might have 
called “civics” in prior decades. This class explores the mathematics of gerrymandering and statistics, and even has 
applications to medicine and biology.  

These innovations exemplify Professor Bloch’s approach to teaching: when he sees a need for a change in 
curriculum, he will go to every length to implement that change. His careful approach to exposition means that Bard 
students are getting the best possible education, at every level of mathematics we teach. 

Professor Bloch holds office hours until late in the evening. These office hours are always full and he will work with 
students one-on-one tirelessly until they understand the material. Professor Bloch has written voluminous guides for 
writing in LaTeX (the standard, user-unfriendly, typesetting program for mathematical writing), as well as hosting his 
own video guides to the software on his website. How he has the time or energy to do all of this work is a mystery, 
but our students are so much better off because of it. 

 
_________________________________________________________ 

 
The 2026 Stuart Levine Award  

for Leadership and Collegiality awarded to 
Professor  

Éric Trudel 
 

The Stuart Levine Award for Leadership and Collegiality honors faculty 
members who advance Bard College’s commitment to distinction in 
undergraduate liberal arts and sciences education in and outside the 
classroom. The annual award recognizes those who demonstrate 
extraordinary dedication to the institution and its mission. Through 
distinctive contributions to the life of the College, award recipients foster 
and help to realize values of curiosity, excellence, integrity, and mutual 
respect among all members of the Bard community.  

The Stuart Levine Award for Leadership and Collegiality was established 
in 2021 by the faculty and administration to honor Stuart Levine, professor emeritus of psychology and dean 
emeritus, who joined the Bard faculty in 1964 and devoted 56 years of continuous service to the College. 

During his two decades plus at the College, Éric Trudel has earned an outstanding reputation as a teacher and 
scholar of French language and literature, reflected in his holding the distinguished title of William Frauenfelder 
Professor in the College & Professor of French. His humanity is extraordinary. Not only does he care deeply about 
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everyone (colleague, student, staff member) and every principle; he is also profoundly resourceful in 
problem-solving, such that sentiment always carries over into meaningful action. 
 
In recent years, he has distinguished himself through an extraordinary record of service to the College. Professor 
Trudel’s work the past three years as the inaugural elected chair of the Faculty Senate has been essential, even as 
much of that daily work and effort has been quietly pursued and may be often less visible to the faculty at large. As 
chair of the Senate, he has encouraged dialogue on seemingly intractable issues, provided critical leadership, and 
helped the faculty move towards productive action -- all with grace, carefulness, respect, and his signature élan. He is 
an innately generous individual to a fault, always putting others first.  
 
It is hard to imagine a more giving colleague. The past several years have brought many challenges, from the 
pandemic to the contentious debates about Israel/Palestine, to worries about ICE and the safety of our community. 
Yet, the past four months have felt especially volatile as we have grappled with what the next chapter of this 
institution might look like. Uncertain times bring division and sometimes acrimony. A steady hand through all of this 
has been Professor Trudel. He has modeled what it looks like to engage one another in tough conversations with 
integrity and respect.  
 
Professor Trudel has a calm, measured presence and a voice that immediately lowers the temperature in the room, 
showing an honest desire for compromise even when things get tense. His ability to make things feel a bit lighter is a 
gift during times of constant change and collective anxiety. Working tirelessly for the College is one thing, but 
braving public opinion to assure that process is carried out impartially is another. Common decency is the fuel that 
Éric Trudel’s days run on. He is the embodiment of that very quality that Stuart Levine sought to promote, a 
generosity that seeks no rewards. 
 

Faculty Celebration and Faculty Seminar dates  

for the 2026-2027 academic year will be confirmed soon  

Please be sure to look out for communication from the Office of the Dean of the College  

 
 
The Office of the Dean of the College would like to highlight and invite faculty to attend the upcoming 
webinar, Fostering Trust Within Shared Governance Structures (September 30th from 2pm-3pm ET). Brought to 
you by AAC&U’s 2027 Forum on Transformational Leadership and the AAC&U Advancing Public Trust Leadership 
Institute, this webinar is part of “Leadership Week,” a series of expert-led webinars designed to explore the 
importance of trusted leadership in higher education. Registration is free and open to all. For questions please 
contact Sherry Gildersleeve (gildersl@bard.edu). 
 
Fostering Trust Within Shared Governance Structures: Shared governance helps colleges and universities bring 
together diverse perspectives, strengthen institutional decision-making, and advance their missions. In this webinar, 
participants will explore practical strategies for strengthening shared governance, building confidence across campus 
constituencies, and balancing innovation with accountability. 

When shared governance functions effectively, it draws on the collective expertise of the campus community and 
creates confidence in institutional decision-making. When relationships break down, however, decision-making can 
become fragmented, innovation can stall, and confidence in institutional processes can erode. 
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Successful shared governance requires more than clearly defined roles. It depends on campus constituencies 
recognizing the value of balancing the power to question with the power to innovate, adopting equitable 
decision-making processes, and working through questions about who should participate in institutional decisions 
and how. This webinar will examine strategies for strengthening collaboration among students, staff, faculty, 
administrators, and governing boards while supporting productive, mission-focused governance. 
 
 
____________________________Faculty Evaluation 2026-2027______________________________ 
 
Electronic Sharing  
The Office of the Dean of the College facilitates all faculty evaluations using Interfolio (Review, Promotion and Tenure 
or RPT) in accordance with the evaluation process and procedures as outlined in the Faculty Handbook. 
 
Website links for Interfolio resources and videos can be found on the Office of the Dean of the College website on the 
"Governance" page under "Faculty Evaluations" 
 
Open file materials for those up for evaluation during the fall 2026 semester have been shared across the divisions to 
ensure access for all before testimony is received by the Office of the Dean of the College and as faculty prepare for 
divisional discussions. You should have received email notification to access the files on Interfolio. Electronic sharing 
does not replace hard copy files, they are still available to review in person, by appointment only - please email Rachel 
Price, rprice@bard.edu, to schedule a time-slot.  
 
Testimony for Evaluation  
All members of the College community, and especially tenure-line and regular non-tenure track faculty members in 
the immediate programs of a faculty member being evaluated, are invited and encouraged to submit signed written 
testimony concerning faculty members being evaluated.  
 
The dean of the college solicits written testimony from all segments of the Bard community and requests that all such 
testimony be sent to the Office of the Dean of the College. Evaluatees should not solicit testimony on their own 
behalf from current or former members of the Bard community.  
 
If you would like to submit a letter to the evaluation file of a faculty member scheduled to be evaluated this semester, 
it should be signed and sent campus mail to the Office of the Dean of the College or via e-mail as an attachment 
with electronic signature to doc@bard.edu by Wednesday, September 16. 
 
Pretenure 
Evaluatee Division/Program 
Erin Atwell SST/Religion 
Luis Chavez ARTS/Music and American and Indigenous Studies  
Emanuele Citera SST/Economics 
Yebel Gallegos ARTS/Dance 
Ivan Munuera ARTS/Architecture 
Jana Schmidt L&L/German 
Robert Todd SMC/Biology 
Natalie Wittlin SMC/Psychology  

  
Non-Tenure-Track  ​  
Evaluatee Division/Program 
Teresa Buchholz ARTS/Music 
Erica Lindsay ARTS/Music 
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Kyle Mohr  SST/Economics  
Franz Nicolay ARTS/Music 
Jenny Offill L&L/Written Arts 
Fiona Otway ARTS/Film & Electronic Arts 

  

Senior-Non-Tenure-Track   ​  
Evaluatee Division/Program 
Edward Halter ARTS/Film and Electronic Arts 
John Ryle SST/Anthropology 
Thomas Chatterton Williams HUM 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Faculty Class Attendance/Coverage Guidelines 
  
Per the AAUP faculty contract, it is expected that faculty will be present at the published course meeting time, and 
will be providing instruction in person for the entirety of the semester; the first day through completion days, with 
the exception of Fall Break, Winter Intersession, Spring Break, and religious observances. 
  
Expected absences should be noted in the course syllabus provided to students. Should a faculty member need to 
miss class unexpectedly, for a professional obligation (e.g. conference or seminar), or due to illness or personal 
emergency, they will contact their Program Director and/or divisional chair, and with the assistance of the 
administrative support staff, will post this notice in the classroom for students. Faculty may also transmit this 
information to students via email or course learning management system. 
  
Should more than a cumulative week of scheduled instruction be missed, the Dean of the College office will need to 
approve the absence. The faculty member’s Program Director and/or divisional chair will assist to identify 
appropriate coverage for the instructional time, via alternatively timed make-up class sessions, or a substitute 
instructor delivering the content on schedule. Faculty delivering instruction must be approved by the Dean of the 
College and Human Resources in the case of someone outside of the regular college faculty and staff. 
  
  

By Executive Committee and Faculty Senate Action, May 2026 
 
from the Controller/Risk Manager_______________________________________________________ 

         Jennifer Brown  
 
Academic Field Trip Policy 

An academic field trip is a course-related activity that serves educational purposes and occurs at a location other 
than the classroom or campus. These trips function as a complement to classroom learning. Academic field trips are 
college-sponsored events and must conform to the following guidelines. 

Guidelines for Instructors 

1.​ All required academic field trips must be clearly identified as such in the course syllabus at the beginning of 
the term, with detailed information about date, time, location, means of transportation, and any fees for 
which the student is responsible. 
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2.​ At the beginning of each semester faculty should  discuss with students in appropriate detail any risks 
associated with the activity of the field trip, expectations for behavior during the trip and relevant 
emergency preparedness information. This information should be repeated one week before the trip takes 
place. 

3.​ The faculty member should remind students to request any potential field trip accommodations through the 
Office of Disability Services (DAS) as soon as possible. Either the faculty member or a designated 
responsible college official must accompany all academic field trips. Students who cannot attend an 
off-campus trip due to documented disability accommodations must notify the instructor at least ten days 
before the trip and an equivalent alternative assignment will be worked out without any penalty.  While 
teaching fellows may participate in academic field trips, a teaching fellow is not an appropriate leader for 
such a trip. 

4.​ Whenever practical, the site of the academic field trip should be visited in advance by the instructor, or an 
appropriate college official, to evaluate potential risks and to minimize, through effective planning, any risks 
associated with the location. 

5.​ Each student must complete a waiver form, if the student is a minor (under age 18) a parent or guardian 
must sign the waiver form. Faculty should make clear that any student who is under 18 at the time of the 
field trip will need to get their waiver signed by a parent or legal guardian. 

6.​ A contract may be required for the use of facilities or the procurement of other goods or services. If a 
faculty member is asked to sign a contract, the contract needs to be reviewed by the Office of Risk 
Management. 

Additional information on Submitting Waivers 

Waivers are customized based on the following factors: age of students, whether the activity involves water, whether 
power tools will be used, and the type of transportation utilized. 

After reviewing this page and the guidelines please contact the Risk Management office for any further questions 
and to obtain the waiver that is applicable to your trip. To request a waiver  please email the office at 
contractsandrisks@bard.edu. 

All signed waivers should be submitted as a physical copy or emailed to contractsandrisks@bard.edu at least one 
week in advance of the field trip.  

Guideline for Students 

1.​ Students participating in academic field trips are expected to conform to the same standards of behavior as 
published in the Student Handbook and the student Code of Conduct. Any violation of the handbook or 
local, state, or federal laws may result in disciplinary action or sanctions by the College. 

2.​ Students who choose to travel to the site of a field trip early, remain at the site after the planned activity is 
completed, or who separate from the group, do so at their own risk. 

Transportation 

1.​ Whenever possible, chartered buses or College-owned vehicles should be used for transportation on an 
academic field trip. Public transportation (e.g., regularly scheduled trains or buses) is also an appropriate 
means of transportation for an academic field trip. It is recommended that privately owned vehicles not be 
used for transporting students on academic field trips. 
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2.​ The use of transportation provided by the college for the field trip is strongly urged. Anyone who chooses 
to take alternative transportation does so at their own risk. 

3.​ If a privately owned vehicle is used for transportation, the following requirements must be met:  
1.​ The vehicle must be insured for liability with limits of at least $300,000 per accident. 
2.​ The vehicle owner’s insurance serves as the primary insurance coverage, and the College’s insurance 

will not cover any accidents unless the limits of the owner’s policy are exhausted. 
3.​ The vehicle must be current on all maintenance. 
4.​ If the vehicle is owned by someone other than the driver, the owner must give permission for its 

use. 
4.​ Students are not to transport other students 
5.​ All Bard drivers must meet the following requirements:  

1.​ Driver must take the Bard transportation safety course 
2.​ Driver must have an acceptable driving record, which consists of:  

1.​ No more than one violation in the past two years. 
2.​ No violations more serious than a speeding ticket or failure to obey traffic control. 
3.​ No at-fault accidents in the past two years. 

6.​ If a College-owned vehicle is used for an academic field trip, that vehicle is insured by the College for 
liability and physical damage. 

7.​ A vehicle commercially rented by a College official that is being used for transportation for an academic 
field trip is thereby insured by the College for liability and physical damage. The College official renting the 
vehicle must not allow others to operate it. 

8.​ The use of a private passenger van with a capacity of twelve or more for transportation to and from an 
academic field trip is prohibited. Use of mini-buses is acceptable. 

9.​ If a chartered bus is used, the bus must be secured from a company approved by Bard Transportation 
Department. 

10.​  Any traffic or parking violations are the sole responsibility of the operator of the vehicle. 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Update from the Working Group on Gender-Based Misconduct  
Lauren Gretina and Valerie Barr  

 
Following its work through Spring and Summer 2026, Bard’s Working Group on Prevention of and Response to 
Gender-Based Misconduct, will be hosting informal community spaces this semester. These gatherings will offer 
informal community spaces where members of the Bard community can come together to ask questions, share 
perspectives, and engage in conversation.  

Anyone who would prefer to connect privately rather than attend any of these community conversations, can email 
genderbasedmisconduct@bard.edu to share feedback. You can also use this email to request a private meeting with 
working group members. We invite everyone to participate in whatever way feels right for them. Further updates 
from the Working Group will be coming soon. 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Bard Research Fund (BRF) Call for Proposals for Academic Year 2027-2028 
  

For the 2026-27 academic year, the Bard Research Fund Program will offer two types of grants. The first type will be 
seed grants, intended to get a new project off the ground or to assist with an on-going project. Capped at $2,000, 
these grants will be exempted from letters of recommendation and/or external peer review. The second category are 
larger grants for up to $10,000. 
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Grants $5,000 and above will require two letters of recommendation, with at least one letter from a person external 
to Bard Annandale. The letters must accompany the application. The applicant may also arrange for the letters to be 
sent directly to the Office of the Dean. In either case, the letters should be received by the submission deadline. 
Instead of two letters of recommendations, the applicant may request that their proposal be sent out for external 
review. If so, this must be made explicit in the proposal.  The request must also include a short list of potential peer 
reviewers. 
  
Eligibility: All members of the Bard undergraduate faculty on a long-term appointment one-half time and above, i.e., 
tenured and tenured-track faculty, or regular nontenure-track faculty (as defined in the Faculty Handbook). 
  
Funding and Duration: Awarded funds will be available July 1, 2027. All funds must be spent by June 30, 2028. Any 
extensions to this timeframe and alterations to the scope of the grant require approval by the Office of the Dean.  
New to the program since 2024 are the following eligible expenses--book workshops, publication subsidies, and 
financial support for the purchase of images and equipment in connection with a specific project. Since the program 
will only be able to cover a portion of these expenses, applicants are encouraged to seek out other sources of 
funding and to specify in their proposals the percentage of the expenses requested from the program. Other 
potential sources of support should also be documented in the application. Questions about expense eligibility can 
be directed to the Office of the Dean of the College (doc@bard.edu). Please keep in mind that salary for the 
applicant and food expenses are not eligible for support. 
 
Application: A brief 3-5 page application should be submitted in hardcopy to the Office of the Dean of the College 
as well as in a single PDF to doc@bard.edu. 
  
Applicants are asked to: 
  
 ● Explain the need for funding and whether this project has received prior support from the BRC 
  
 ● Discuss how this project relates to your trajectory of work at Bard College (i.e. when is your next scheduled 
evaluation and/or sabbatical, does this project include possible opportunities for students, does it come after a 
period of extensive service to the college, etc.) 
  
● Articulate outcomes expected with additional funding--and how that will be measured/represented 
  
 ● Provide a timeline for completion of work 
  
● All recipients will be asked to submit a follow up statement after the funds are used (or they may simply use the 
professional activities form to include specific reference to BRF). 
  
  

Deadline: October 15th, 2026. Awards will be announced in early Spring 2027. 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
from the Associate Vice President for Academic Initiatives and Associate Dean of the College_____ 

                                                                                  Nicholas Alton Lewis 
The Ralph Ellison Center at Bard 

Faculty Fellows and Affiliate Faculty 
2026-27 Academic Year 

 
The Ralph Ellison Center at Bard is excited to announce its inaugural cohort of Ellison Center Faculty Fellows 
and Affiliate Faculty for the 2026-27 academic year. Ellison Center Fellows serve as resident faculty scholars and 
engage in the broader intellectual and social life of the Center. They also serve as faculty mentors to the cohort of 
Ellison Center Student Fellows and are active participants in the Center’s activities. 

10 
​  
​  



The Ellison Center Faculty Fellows for the 2026-27 academic year are Peter Klein, Peter L’Official, Angelica 
Sanchez, and Sara J. Winston. The Center will also host two Affiliate Faculty for the 2026-27 academic year, Folarin 
Ajibade and Jana Schmidt. 

The Ralph Ellison Center proposes a radical engagement with and pursuit of the arts and material culture as a 
means of advancing and reimagining humanistic inquiry as a collaborative endeavor to empower students to lead 
purpose-driven lives. The Center models and inspires an integrity of process indicative of Ellison’s characteristically 
multi-modal approach to artistic and scholarly expression by convening an ecosystem of artists and intellectuals who 
not only explore and address substantive issues of our time, but also take seriously the responsibility of cultivating 
the intellectual and interpersonal development of student scholars. 
 

The Ralph Ellison Center at Bard 
Fund for Faculty Course Support 

Fall 2026 
 

The Ralph Ellison Center is pleased to once again offer course support to faculty who are teaching classes on 
Ralph Ellison or that in some way meaningfully engage Ellison's work. Faculty can apply for up to $1000 in course 
support for classes taught in the fall 2026 semester. For more information, please email Nicholas Lewis at 
nlewis@bard.edu. 
 
 
from the Associate Dean of the College___________________________________________________ 

Yuka Suzuki 
 

National Center for Faculty Diversity and Development 
Bard is an institutional member of the National Center for Faculty Diversity and Development (NCFDD), an 
independent faculty development center dedicated to empowering faculty to thrive in academia. The NCFDD offers 
a broad range of resources, from 14-day writing challenges and Monday motivator emails to a skills-focused core 
curriculum and guest expert webinars. In order to take advantage of these resources, we invite you to claim your 
institutional membership if you haven’t done so already. You can activate your personal membership account by 
visiting https://www.ncfdd.org/join and selecting Bard College from the list of members. 
 
In particular, we would like to highlight the NCFDD Faculty Success Program (FSP), a 10 week online program in 
which participants learn strategies to increase their research and writing productivity while maintaining a healthy 
work-life balance. The Office of the Dean of the College offers limited institutional funding each year for this 
transformative program. Applications for Spring 2027 and Summer 2027 are welcome between now and Monday, 
October 5, 2026. If you have any questions about applying, please reach out to Yuka Suzuki (ysuzuki@bard.edu). 
 
 
from the Center for Faculty and Curricular Development (CFCD)_____________________________   

The Center for Faculty and Curricular Development (CFCD) works to support the professional and pedagogical 
development of Bard faculty. This semester, the CFCD team includes Yuka Suzuki (Director), Antonio Ortiz 
(Program Coordinator), Phil Pardi, and Faculty Fellows John Burns and Adhaar Desai. 

CFCD Events Before Fall Break: 

Mon 8/31 ​ 3 (or 5 or 7) Things To Do in the 1st Week of Class (12 pm, Kline College Room) 

Mon 9/7​ How To Make a Device-Free Classroom Work (12 pm, Kline College Room) 
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Tues 9/8​ A Conversation about Science Writing, Communication, and Publishing (4 pm, CFCD 
Faculty Common Room) 

Mon 9/14​ Navigating Student Learning Accommodations  (12 pm, Kline College Room) 

Mon 9/21​ Teaching Engaged Reading (12 pm, Kline College Room) 

Mon 9/28 ​ How To Build Community in the Classroom (12 pm, Kline FSDR) 

Mon 10/6 ​ The Midterm Moment (12 pm, Kline FSDR) 

Details will be announced by email before each event. 

If you have questions about the CFCD, please reach out to Yuka Suzuki (ysuzuki@bard.edu) or Antonio Ortiz 
(aortiz@bard.edu). If you have topics to propose for faculty workshops, or ideas for reading and/or writing groups, 
please be in touch. We look forward to hearing from you! 
 
from the Director of Reading, Writing, and Curricular Initiatives______________________________ 

  Philip Pardi 
  
As we begin a new semester, here are a few reminders with respect to teaching in the age of AI. 
  

1. Please recall that under no circumstances should faculty use AI to grade or otherwise assess student work 
or write criteria sheets. Also, under no circumstances should texts that identify a student be uploaded into 
any AI platform. For more details, see the Faculty Guidelines on Artificial Intelligence, which were adopted 
last year. 

  
2. For a recent reminder of key things to keep in mind, see Resources & Reminders on GenAI (circulated 
August 2026). For a longer list of tips focused specifically on the classroom, see Teaching Strategies in the 
Age of AI (first circulated in August 2025 and updated recently). Both documents include links to further 
resources and readings. Note that you will need to be logged into your Bard account to access all of this.  

  
3. If you suspect a student has used AI improperly (i.e. contrary to your policy or assignment), 
recall that there are many resources at your disposal. Among them is the Academic Integrity Form, 
which was introduced last year. If discussing the situation would be helpful, feel free to reach out 
to me, to the Dean of Student Affairs office (dosa@bard.edu), or to members of the Faculty AI 
Committee. 
  

Finally, some faculty have wondered if there are any reliable AI detectors to be found. According to my sources, the 
answer is, no, there are none. Such programs return far too many false positives to be used when the stakes (accusing 
a student of plagiarism) are so high. They are also not equipped to handle a paper that was largely generated 
(perhaps even drafted) by GenAI but then significantly revised by a student. Beyond that, the risk of such 
technologies is that we settle into a mindset of policing and detection, which in turn threatens to erode both the 
quality and the joy of our teaching. 
  
One of the reasons for putting renewed thought into our assignments and classroom teaching is that, having done 
so, we can then return to our teaching freed of that weight. We need, as it were, two complementary mindsets: in our 
course and assignment design, we should be realistic about the fact that AI is being heavily marketed to students and 
is being used widely by undergraduates across the country; at the same time, in our teaching, we should assume the 
best about our students and believe they are in our classes because they genuinely want to learn. The sign of a 
well-designed course, then, is that it enables you to teach with such faith firmly in place. If, on the other hand, you 
find yourself in a state of constant vigilance or suspicion, it might be worth revisiting the policies and assignments. 
Which is a great thing to discuss over lunch or on a walk. 
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______ 
 
Faculty Guidelines on Artificial Intelligence 
  
Teaching 
 
The way faculty handle student information is governed by the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA). 
No FERPA-protected student information, including personal data and grades, should be uploaded to AI tools or 
services. 
  
Under no circumstances should AI tools be used to grade, assess, or evaluate student work; to write criteria sheets, 
moderation reports, or other student-facing assessments; or to write letters of recommendation. No student work 
should be uploaded to AI tools without the express permission of the student; this includes tools marketed as AI 
“detectors.” (Exceptions may be made for built-in proofreading tools that assist with surface-level changes to 
spelling and grammar.) 
  
In the context of teaching and advising, we would advise faculty to avoid using AI tools to develop course content in 
toto, including lesson plans, assignments, handouts, quizzes, slide presentations, and so on. Faculty should exercise 
discretion when using AI tools to refine or otherwise modify existing course content. 
  
Where faculty do see a use for AI tools in teaching or advising contexts, we would urge them to rely primarily on 
those AI services (Gemini, NotebookLM) that are accessible via the College’s Google Workspace, which is 
FERPA-compliant by design.1 Confining AI use to the College’s Google domain would preclude uploading student 
material to tools without enterprise-grade data protections. 
  
We would, finally, urge transparency about any such uses with students. Faculty should clarify how and when AI 
might (or might not) be used in a given course, or for a given assignment. 
 
Faculty should also communicate a specific AI policy to students or include the College’s “Policy 
on Academic Use of Generative Artificial Intelligence” on their syllabi. 
  
Professional Work 
  
In using AI tools for research, the College expects faculty to adhere to relevant guidelines about acceptable use and 
disclosure in their given field. 
  
AI use policies for specific venues can often be found on that venue’s submission site. See links 
below for examples. 
  
From AI, Ethics, and Society 2026 “Call for Papers” page: 
https://www.aies-conference.com/2026/call-for-papers/ 
​
_____________ 
1 Access to AI services is currently disabled by default, but may be requested by emailing helpdesk@bard.edu. Note that all 
activity on Google Workspace is auditable by domain administrators, per the “Bard Account and Google Workspace User 
Policy.” 
 
From Wiley Publishing’s “Using AI tools in your writing” page: 
https://www.wiley.com/en-us/publish/book/resources/ai-guidelines/ 
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Service and Evaluation 
  
Under no circumstances should AI tools or services be used in any faculty evaluation process (CEC review, 
third-year review, tenure review, senior review). Specifically, the contents of a candidate’s file—including candidate 
statements and materials, internal letters of testimony, and external reports—may not be uploaded to any AI tool. 
  
In addition, AI tools may not be used to draft, amplify, or substantively correct any Divisional Evaluator (DE) 
Report, College Evaluation Committee (CEC) or Faculty Evaluation Review Committee (FERC) transmittal, Dean’s 
report, or President’s report. (Exceptions may be made for built-in proofreading tools that assist with surface-level 
changes to spelling and grammar.) 
  
Additionally, any materials submitted by candidates for job searches should not under any circumstances be 
uploaded to AI tools (including AI “detectors”). 
  
In other aspects of service, faculty should exercise discretion when using AI tools, and should confine their use, 
where applicable, to those AI services (Gemini, NotebookLM) that are accessible via the College’s Google 
Workspace. Regardless of which AI tools are used, faculty must still comply with FERPA and other applicable laws, 
and with College rules and regulations. 

  
Adopted by the Bard Faculty on May 20, 2026 
 

from the Director of the Language and Thinking Program___________________________________ 
           erica kaufman 

August 2026 marked the 45th anniversary of the Language and Thinking Program. This summer we introduced a 
new theme for the program, What is Freedom?, which was accompanied by a new anthology of interdisciplinary 
texts created with the support of a committee of members of the Bard faculty. Students read Mary Shelley's 
Frankenstein before arriving on campus and spend three weeks writing and reading generatively, creatively and 
intensively in response to a wide array of texts including works by Samuel Beckett, Ralph Ellison, Robin Wall 
Kimmerer, Eleanor Roosevelt, bell hooks, Joan Retallack, Martin Luther King Jr., Jorge Luis Borges, Michel de 
Montaigne, and many more. Students also engaged with a range of primary documents including The Declaration of 
Independence, The US Constitution and Amendments, The Declaration of Rights of the Women of the United States (July 4, 1876), 
and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. In addition to the works shared through the anthology, students also 
participated in a series of talks, workshops and lectures offered by faculty from across the college along with one 
event co-hosted by the Center for Indigenous Studies. By the end of the program, all students completed what we 
can call an "Essay in Language and Thinking," accompanied by a reflective afterword. These essays invited students 
to translate their thinking and writing into a longer, more formal text that interrogated and explored a question of 
their own design, in conversation with multiple other texts they studied throughout August. If you are teaching 
First-Year Seminar you will receive electronic copies of these essays in the coming weeks. After three weeks of 
serious play steeped in writing and reading of all kinds, we know students are eager to dive into the Fall 2026 
semester.  
 
from the Director of the Bard Learning Commons (BLC)____________________________________ 

             James Keller  
 

The Learning Commons is Bard’s writing and learning center – home to the writing fellows program and all college 
writing support, college writing classes, one-on-one writing consultation, multilingual learner support (especially for 
international students), learning strategies and senior project tutoring, and subject-specialized tutoring. Tutoring is 
offered in seat, but online offerings are also available. We have extended our connected tutoring and signature 
collaborative tutor training to the Bard Baccalaureate program, Bard NYC, BPI, MAT, OSUN, Hubs, BHSECs, Bard 
micro-colleges and the communities whom we and these groups serve. In Annandale, we provide trained peer 
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writing, research, and reading support as well as discipline-specific and academic skills mentorship. Our tutors 
support Bard seniors one-on-one writing their projects; last spring, we worked with more than 25 senior project 
writers. Over this last AY, we offered more than 80 total hours of one-on-one writing tutor support, in-class 
presentations, and study room sessions for seniors. 
  
Learning Commons’ staff continue to publish and present widely, at conferences such as MLA, 4C, AAC&U, and 
regional conferences. Our tutors delivered over 6,000 hours of peer learning support in all subjects this past year, 
and we maintained weekly study and resource rooms among our suite of community-building learning spaces. 
Trained peer writing consultants conference with Bard students about course readings, use informal writing as a tool 
for discovery, help students reflect on their learning process, and think through ideas for essay topics. Tutors also 
help their peers revisit writing that merits revision, generate research questions, develop written arguments, and take 
written drafts to the next level. Students may make appointments, learn about study rooms, or arrange subject 
tutoring at a time of their convenience by contacting us at blc@bard.edu This past spring, our Learning Strategies 
program provided an unprecedented number of mentorship hours to Bard students – in taking effective notes; 
engaged reading; evaluating, integrating, and using sources ethically; determining personal learning styles and 
keeping organized; time management; study strategies; etc. – all in the context of academic assignments. 
  
BLC faculty field 14 sections of credit-bearing courses year-round – in college writing; inclusive pedagogy; public 
speaking; “exploring the hidden [college] curriculum”; composition; developmental mathematics; and ESL. Learning 
Commons courses remain open to all Bard students. Since October of 2022, we have provided guidance for faculty 
and students writing and reading in the context of large language models like GPT-5.o. We also host virtual 
international tutoring for students taking OSUN blended courses – pairing tutors in Annandale with students and 
their tutor peers from Africa, South America, Central Asia, and across the Bard-Network. The Learning Commons 
dedicates our well-known writing fellows to classes by faculty request (70 last AY); these highly trained peer writing 
tutors work with all students in the class one-on-one during the semester. Writing fellows are happy to collaborate 
with faculty to provide course and program-specific workshops and support, as well. If you are interested in having a 
writing fellow dedicated to your course or learning more about this program, please contact Director Jim Keller at 
keller@bard.edu 
  
All BLC services are free. With best wishes for an inspired return to fall classes, we may be reached at x7812 or 
blc@bard.edu. Also, visit our website at https://www.bard.edu/learningcommons/ See you in the BLC! 
 
 
from the Stevenson Library_____________________________________________________________ 
                                                                                                                                            Heather Topcik 

Welcome Back to Stevenson Library! 

On behalf of my colleagues at Stevenson Library, welcome back for the fall semester! You’ll notice a few changes 
this year as we complete the final stages of our first-floor redesign. Most notably, we have a new circulation and 
reference service desk, designed by Betsy Clifton. The new desk gives students and library staff more room to work 
together, creates a more organized home for library materials, and improves accessibility. We’re especially grateful to 
Betsy and our colleagues in Buildings & Grounds for helping bring this long-needed update to life.  We’ll add a few 
final touches later this fall and celebrate the completion of the project in October. 

On the second floor, our Attention Sanctuary, launched last spring, is in full swing. This fall’s programming includes 
FYSEM reading sessions, attention labs, and student meet-ups.  We will also offer a slate of hands-on activities 
co-hosted with the Center for Experimental Humanities, the centerpiece of which will be a floor-loom. Students, 
faculty, and staff will have the opportunity to learn the basics of weaving as both an attentional practice and a way to 
explore weaving’s important role in the history of technology.  If you would like to learn more about this project, or 
schedule a time to visit with your class, please reach out to Alexa Murphy (amurphy@bard.edu). 
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These new programs and initiatives are in service of our central mission of supporting the academic life of the 
college, and, as always, we encourage you to reach out to us or your liaison librarians to discuss ways we can 
collaborate with you to support your teaching and research.  

Here’s a polished and more consistent version, with a newsletter-friendly hierarchy and slightly warmer language. I’ve 
also corrected the typo in “Humanities” and smoothed out a few phrases. 

Programming & Events 

We have a full slate of programming planned for the fall, from classroom instruction and student research and 
writing workshops to community events. Here are a few September highlights: 

What Is Attention (activism)? 

Saturday, September 5 · 3:30–5:00 p.m.​
Stevenson Library, 2nd Floor 

Curious about attention activism? Join us for an informal introduction to the Library’s Attention Sanctuary. We’ll 
try out a few fun activities exploring different forms of attention and brainstorm together about how we can use this 
space as a community throughout the year. 

Exhibition: George Washington’s “Daily Sacrifice”: A Bibliographic Mystery 

September 14–December 18, 2026​
Stevenson Library, 3rd Floor 

Since 1895, Bard College has been the custodian of a manuscript containing daily prayers from Sunday through 
Thursday that has long been attributed to George Washington. Although the manuscript has been at Bard for more 
than 130 years, few members of the Bard community are aware of its existence. 

This fall, the Bard Library will present an exhibition exploring the history, provenance, and cultural significance of 
this remarkable manuscript. Drawing on archival records and correspondence preserved at Bard, along with related 
materials held at Washington National Cathedral and elsewhere, the exhibition traces the manuscript’s journey from 
its appearance on the nineteenth-century antiquarian market to its place in Bard’s collection today. 

To complement the exhibition, Stevenson Library will host a one-day symposium on Friday, October 23, bringing 
together scholars to examine the manuscript through the lenses of bibliography, material culture, history, and 
religious studies. 

Guest Lecture: Steven Gonzalez Monserrate 

Wednesday, September 30 · 5:00–6:30 p.m.​
RKC 103 

Save the date for a guest lecture by Steven Gonzalez Monserrate, who will speak about his current book project, 
Cloud Ecologies. The lecture is part of our continuing collaboration with the Center for Experimental Humanities, 
Generating Resistance, Persistence, Presence in the Age of AI. 

This will be a wonderful way to kick off the semester as we begin exploring the environmental impacts of AI 
through our fall series of events and workshops. 

See you at the Library! 
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from the Director of the Hannah Arendt Center____________________________________________ 
      Roger Berkowitz 

 
The Hannah Arendt Center creates space for bold, provocative thinking about our political world. Through our 
Courage to Be Common Course, public forums, and our Democracy Innovation Hub, we bring students, faculty, 
global experts, and community leaders together to think, listen, and talk across differences—helping people discover 
their political agency and build a resilient, plural democracy. Join us October 15–17 for the annual Arendt Forum, 
“Solidarity: What Are We Fighting For?”  We also have a free weekly newsletter Amor Mundi. For more information 
visit us: hac.bard.edu 
 
 
from the Director of Horticulture & Arboretum_____________________________________________ 

  Amy Parrella 
 
New Landscape Studies Initiative 
Beginning this fall semester, a new course initiative, Landscape Studies, will be listed in the Bard course catalog. The 
initiative reflects the Bard Arboretum’s mission to explore the environmental lessons of the land—its history, 
sustainability, and environmental justice—through teaching about plants, people, and place. By fostering this 
understanding, the Arboretum seeks to help shape future leaders and contribute to the healing and stewardship of 
our landscape. 

Bard is fortunate to steward 1,200 acres of diverse landscapes, including woodlands, meadows, wetlands, old-growth 
forests, glacial ravines, riverfront property, working agricultural farms, Hudson River tributaries, formal gardens, and 
nationally significant historic landscapes. Together, these resources form a living laboratory for teaching and research 
and an outdoor classroom where students can engage with real specimens, living data, and field methods that cannot 
be replicated in a traditional laboratory. The campus landscape provides opportunities for experiential and 
interdisciplinary learning while strengthening environmental literacy and stewardship. 

If you will be teaching a course this fall that engages with related topics, or if you are interested in incorporating 
Bard’s landscape into your teaching, please contact the Arboretum office to have your course listed as an affiliated 
Landscape Studies course. Arboretum staff are available to support faculty with in-class campus tours, lessons, projects, 
and other forms of experiential learning. 

Please contact us at arboretum@bard.edu. 

 
from the Office of Sustainability_________________________________________________________ 
             ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​            Laurie Husted 
Bard Office of Sustainability 
From the fields to the farm, welcome to a fresh chance for sustainability this year. We hope you’ve enjoyed some of 
the Bard Farm’s annual bounty and bouquets; if not, the farm stand awaits you for a few more Thursdays. The soil 
will need some of our home-grown compost to stay healthy for the next growing season. Keep those clean food 
scraps coming our way! Bard will participate in the annual Hudson Valley Climate Week in two ways. First, we’ll join 
the Biology Department during their first annual campus BioBlitz Saturday 9/19. This effort offers a wonderful 
connection with the Town of Red Hook and their Natural Resources Inventory process (with a launch at 
Montgomery Place 9/20).  We’ll also get brighter together with a solar “ribbon cutting” on 9/25 at 11am at the 
Athletic Center in celebration of their rooftop solar, and then head to the new array on Bartlett Field. Watt a time to 
be at Bard! 
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from the Bard Sustainability Council (SC)_________________________________________________ 
         Eban Goodstein and Laurie Husted, co-chairs  

  
The Sustainability Council is returning this fall after its rebirth last year. Our membership is 1/3 faculty, 1/3 
administrators and 1/3 students. This year we hope to fill a gap and get a faculty member from the Social Studies 
Division – please email Laurie Husted or Eban Goodstein to express interest. The committee focus is on better 
understanding and communicating the breadth of campus and academic sustainability work underway at the College.   
Meetings are once a month on Wednesday afternoons at 3:30 p.m. 
  
Our colleagues at SUNY New Paltz have written a compelling book available online: Sustainability Learning for Action 
& Community Engagement.  Of special note might be chapters on the concept of personal ecology, or how we shape and 
are shaped by our environments, or the introductory chapter - Green Leaves & Leverage Points.  
  

●​ Eric Keeling, “What are We Trying to Sustain? A Personal Ecology” 
●​ Illarion Merculieff, “The Real Human Being” 
●​ Joshua Korenblat, “Teaching the Wild Within and Around Us”  
●​ Kimberly Sanford and April Coughlin, “Building Accessible Bridges of Knowledge Through Disability 

Studies: The Value of a Social Framework in Academic Spaces and Beyond.”  
 
 
from the Business Office_______________________________________________________________ 
 
New and continuing divisional chairs and program directors are encouraged to (re)acquaint themselves each fiscal 
year with the Business Office’s many online resources: https://www.bard.edu/budgetoffice/about/. Questions 
about budget management? Go to FAQ for quick answers (https://www.bard.edu/budgetoffice/faqs/)  or contact 
the Business Office via email (budget@bard.edu). 
 
Faculty Research Support: 
As outlined in the Faculty Handbook, the Faculty Research and Travel Fund supports professional work by faculty 
members (6/13ths time and above). This fund provides reimbursement of up to $2,000 for professional work during 
that academic year. Up to $500 of your allotment can be used toward the purchase of books, memberships and 
subscriptions. Documentation of the activity, original receipts, and an itemized list and total of expenses for which 
reimbursement is being sought should be submitted to the appropriate administrative support staff for submission 
to the Dean’s Office up to three times per year (please review the full guidelines for eligible expenses, reimbursement 
procedure, and other helpful information regarding this funding). Any questions regarding balance of funds or 
eligibility can be directed to Rachel Price, rprice@bard.edu.  
 

 
Important Dates for 2026-2027 

 
One check request per semester with all allowable expenses and documentation will need to be submitted to the 

appropriate administrative support staff for submission to the Dean’s Office by the following deadlines: 
 

Summer Deadline: August 31, 2026​ ​ Check mailing date:   September 30, 2026  
Fall Deadline:    December 31, 2026​ ​ Check mailing date:   January 31, 2027 
Spring Deadline:  May 31, 2027​​ ​ Check mailing date:   June 30, 2027    

 
Research activity that takes place after May 31, 2027 will fall within the 2027-2028 fiscal year. 
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from the Office of Development and Alumni/ae Affairs_________________________________________​
                                                           ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​                    Debra Pemstein 
Updates from The Office of Institutional Support___________________________________________________ 

 ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​     Johnny Brennan ’10 

The Office of Institutional Support (OIS), one of three offices within the Office of Development and Alumni/ae 
Affairs, manages the College’s fundraising efforts from foundations, government agencies, corporations, and other 
entities to support College-wide needs and maintain the College’s ability to raise and receive funding. The Office of 
Prospect Research (OPR), situated within OIS, researches and identifies potential sources of funding and individual 
donors for the College and recommends outreach efforts. We work with undergraduate and graduate faculty and 
programs to identify funding for a wide range of projects that support Bard’s mission and its vital role in the 
community. 
  
OIS also manages an in-depth online Resource Center for those interested in applying for grants. Please visit 
https://www.bard.edu/institutionalsupport/resources/ for more information about accessing grant funding. 
  
OIS will be holding office hours in the heart of campus, at Kline and in Hegeman 300. Here is a full list of dates and 
locations when you can bring us your grant ideas and questions: 

Below are just a few highlights of the grant awards received by the College and its programs since the last 
Newsletter. Congratulations to all of the faculty and project directors on their new grant awards! 
  
Annandale-Based Program Support 
Bard College received several grants supporting Annandale-based projects, including: 
 ​ ●$75,000 from the NoVo Foundation to support La Voz. 

●$50,000 from the Teagle Foundation to support the Teagle Humanities Fellowship at the Chang-Chavkin 
Center for Liberal Education and Civic Life. 
●$50,000 from the Helen Frankenthaler Foundation to support the renovation of the MFA exhibition space 
at the Massena campus. 
●$21,995 from the National Science Foundation to support the Biennial Mathematics and Computation for 
Music Conference organized by Associate Professor of Mathematics Caitlin Leverson. 
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●$18,701 from the New York State Education Department to support current and former foster care 
students succeed in college. 

  
Support for the Fisher Center and the Bard Music Festival  

●$446,865 from the Higher Education Capital Matching Grant (HECap) program to support the 
completion of the Maya Lin-designed Performing Arts Lab. 
●$30,000 from the Bettina Baruch Foundation to support the 2026 Bard Music Festival. 
●$15,000 from The Schubert Foundation to support the theater program. 
●$15,000 from the Lucille Lortel Foundation in support of the Fisher Center LAB. 

  
Support for the Center for Curatorial Studies 

●$30,000 from the Coby Foundation for the Marilou Schultz Exhibition. 
●$20,000 from the Martin & Rebecca Eisenberg Family Foundation to support student exhibitions. 

  

Support for Brothers@ 
●$300,000 from the W. K. Kellogg Foundation to support the expansion of the Brothers@ Ambassador 
Program. 
●$30,000 from the Fordham Street Foundation to support Brothers@ general operations. 

  
International 

●$150,000 from the Shapiro Foundation to support the Hubs for Connected Learning Initiative. 
●$22,548 from Nova Ukraine to help run the first L&T program in Kyiv run by Bard undergraduate Yana 
Lahoda. 

  
Updates from The Office of Alumni/ae Affairs_____________________________________________________​
                                                                                                                                                              Jane Brien ’89 
  
The Office of Alumni/ae Affairs, located across 9G in the Anne Cox Chambers Alumni/ae Center, works to keep 
alumni/ae engaged with Bard through sharing news of the college with them, supporting volunteer opportunities to 
connect alumni/ae with the college, the students and the faculty, organizing events for alumni/ae and celebrating 
alumni/ae achievements. Alumni/ae Affairs also encourages all alumni/ae to support the college financially at any 
level. 
  
We ask all faculty who wish to, or are planning to, bring alumni/ae to visit their classes or present their work on 
campus this fall to let the Office of Alumni/ae Affairs know as soon as they can. The Office of Alumni/ae Affairs 
keeps a large database of alumni/ae who would be delighted to come back to Bard. Please let us know if you are 
looking for alumni/ae who are working or researching in any particular area. The Office of Alumni/ae Affairs is 
always happy to co-sponsor alumni/ae visits and make suggestions for guests. 
  
Please encourage your students to learn about and utilize the  Bard Career Network (BCN). Now in its second year, 
this professional networking platform offers opportunities for students to connect directly with alumni/ae in their 
area of interest. Alumni/ae are very keen to assist current students as advisors and mentors. At this time there are 
over 1,000 alumni/ae on the platform. is a joint venture between the CDO and Office of Alumni/ae Affairs 
careernetwork.bard.edu. 
  
Look out for members of the CDO and Alumni/ae Affairs staff in the faculty dining room offering a BCN 
overview. 
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The weekly Alumni/ae News Digest has broadened alumni/ae engagement and is now a very popular feature of our 
communications, along with the monthly Triangle Newsletter. If you know about any alumni/ae news or events you 
would like to add please email alumni@bard.edu. 
   
Updates from The Office of Development_________________________________________________________​
 ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​          Sasha Boak-Kelly​
 
Donors make degrees possible! 
  
Our top priority is always to raise unrestricted funds for the Bard College Fund which supports faculty resources, 
scholarships and college operations. 
  
We solicit the entire Bard community including alumni/ae, families, and friends throughout the year for all the needs 
of the College – whether it's an appeal in honor of a retiring faculty member, an anniversary of a program unique to 
the College, or a graduating senior class. We are looking forward to the year ahead where we will continue to 
highlight the exceptional work of the faculty and students here at Bard and use those stories to inspire support from 
alumni/ae, families, and the greater Bard community.  
  
Ways you can help include: following @bardalumni and @bardfamilies on Instagram/Facebook and liking our posts, 
letting us know if you have been in contact with alumni/ae or others who you believe have the capacity and interest 
to support the College, encouraging alumni/ae and families who are in touch with you to make a gift to the College, 
and by continuing to do the incredible work you do teaching, advising, and mentoring – which is the most common 
reason alumni/ae and families cite as to why they choose to make their first gift. 
  
To find out more about giving to Bard, you can always visit giving.bard.edu or reach out to development@bard.edu. 
  
  
Updates from The Office of Stewardship__________________________________________________________​
 ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​                   Heather McCloskey 
  
The Stewardship Office, a vital part of the Office of Development and Alumni/ae Affairs, is committed to building 
meaningful relationships with Bard donors. We strive to ensure that each donor is recognized and feels appreciated 
for their generous contributions, fostering a strong sense of loyalty to the institution. 
  
Our office manages Bard's scholarships, awards, and prizes program, which provides critical support that enables 
students to excel both academically and personally. Many of these awards are created in memory in honor of faculty 
members who have made a lasting impact on students' lives. Recent initiatives include collaborating with faculty to 
establish the R. Cole Heinowitz Prize in Literature, as well as endowing awards like the Robert Koblitz Human 
Rights Award, the Passloff Award for Summer Study in memory of Aileen Passloff, and the Jean M. French Travel 
Award. These efforts ensure the legacies of remarkable faculty members like you continue to benefit students for 
generations to come.  
 
As we head into November, recognized as National Scholarship Month, we are excited to celebrate the remarkable 
accomplishments of our exceptional students. We invite everyone to join us in this celebration by following us on 
Instagram or Facebook throughout the month. Together, we can honor our talented students and the generous 
donors who help make their success possible. 
  
Donor Testimonials 
John Stevens '94 | Alumnus and Bard's Alumni/ae Association Board of Governors Member 
“I had always felt a deep connection to the College, as my personal and educational experiences there have had a 
profound impact on my life and career, especially my relationship with my beloved art history professor, the late Jean 
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French. I am happy to now be able to give back to the College, and this year I began a multi-year pledge to endow 
the Jean M. French Travel Award in Art History, which offers opportunities to students for group and individual 
travel, abroad and in the US. Having studied abroad as an Art History major at Bard, the purpose of this award is 
especially meaningful to me.” 
  
Michael Pritivera | Friend of the College 
“There are many worthy nonprofit institutions today working to keep the lights of culture, inquiry, and civic 
understanding alive at a time of growing darkness. I can think of few, however, that pursue this mission with the 
imagination, rigor, and moral courage that Bard brings to the task of educating its students and informing the 
broader public about the ideas and ideals that sustain a free society and make the world a more humane and hopeful 
place. It is a privilege to be able to support this work, and I do so with deep admiration and gratitude.” 
  
Maryam Jowza '01 | Alumna of the College 
“I am so thankful for the support I received at Bard, especially as an international student.” 
 
 
from the Faculty Grants Officer_________________________________________________________ 
                                  for undergraduate faculty from the Arts, Languages and Literature, and Social Studies Divisions                     
                                                                                                                                                    Sue Elvin 

  
Faculty Recognitions: Honors, Distinctions, Awards, Prizes, Fellowships, Grants, and Residencies: 
May 19 to August 28, 2026: 
  
This newsletter edition brings another notable round of faculty recognitions, spanning fellowships, grants, and 
residencies for faculty affiliated with the undergraduate Arts, Languages and Literature, and Social Studies divisions. 
Each outcome reflects careful and sustained work, and each is exciting in its own right, a cause for real celebration. 
Read together, these recognitions speak to the sheer range of work that Bard's undergraduate faculty are producing 
across disciplines, geographies, and career stages, and forms of scholarly and creative practice, from articles, books, 
and scholarly editions to films, musical compositions, and gallery and stage productions. Collectively, they affirm the 
standing of Bard faculty as active and recognized contributors to their fields, nationally and internationally. 
  
My role is to support undergraduate faculty in the Arts, Languages and Literature, and Social Studies divisions on 
the Annandale-on-Hudson campus who are seeking funding and other types of support for their individual 
professional work. If you find yourself with the merest hint of an idea, a project that is emerging into being, or an 
awareness that your work may be ready for external support, whether or not you already have a specific funding 
opportunity in mind, I would love to hear from you. I find that having conversations early on can be especially 
useful since so many opportunities benefit from considerable lead time to prepare a strong application. Beyond the 
written proposal and budget, it is also important to allow enough time to gather any supporting materials and send 
your proposal to recommenders well in advance of their writing any letters of support. I would be glad to offer 
review input along the way. To get started, perhaps email me with a few basic details, such as the project or projects 
that you have in mind, your general area or areas of interest, and the development stage of each? From there, we can 
consider the most useful next steps. I also maintain a growing library of resources, including recorded funder 
webinars, successful past applications, and notes on selected programs. I am happy to share these on request, with 
consideration for any confidentiality agreements that I may be called upon to put in place. 
  
Whenever you receive a new recognition, please let me know as soon as you hear about it, whether or not I have 
been involved in the application or nomination process. This might include fellowships, grants, residencies, prizes, 
awards, honors, or other conferred professional recognitions. If you reach out to me at this time, then I will aim to 
help you with anything that you need to formally accept an award, where applicable, and together we can consider 
how to spread the word of your success more broadly within our community. Telling me about your successes also 
helps me to capture the breadth of faculty accomplishment across the three undergraduate divisions as fully as 
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possible in future editions of this list. The next edition will likely cover those received between September 2026 and 
late January 2027. Please feel free to contact me at any time. Thank you. 
  
Awards, Prizes, Fellowships, Grants, and Residencies (by Application or Nomination): 

Recipients Organization Recognition 
Type 

Purpose Support 

Michael 
Robinson Cohen, 
Visiting Lecturer of 
Architecture 
  

Graham 
Foundation for 
Advanced Studies 
in the Fine Arts, 
Chicago, IL. 

Graham Foundation 
Organization Grant 
2026: to expand 
architectural 
discourse through 
public programs, 
exhibitions, and 
publications; 45 
grants to cultural 
organizations 
globally totaling 
$451,000 were 
announced this 
cycle. 

To support the Citygroup 
Exhibition and Debate Program, 
2027, organized by Michael 
together with AJ Artemel and 
Violette de la Selle. Based in a 
storefront on Forsyth Street in 
the Lower East Side of 
Manhattan, Citygroup probes the 
political and social role of 
architects within the city through 
a multifaceted exhibition 
program paired with the 
long-running Dialogue Not 
Monologue debate series, which 
invites architects and 
non-architects to discuss issues 
facing the city and the discipline 
of architecture. 

Award 
amount not 

publicly 
shared. 

Valentina Grasso, 
Assistant Professor 
of Medieval 
History 

Waseda Institute 
for Advanced 
Study (WIAS), 
Waseda University, 
Tokyo, Japan. 
  
  

WIAS Visiting 
Scholar, for 
May-June 2027: for 
those conducting 
work at the cutting 
edge of their fields, 
to spend 31 to 60 
days in residence 
engaging in advice, 
guidance, and 
co-research with 
Waseda faculty and 
graduate students. 

To support Valentina's new book 
project, the first sustained 
comparative study of Red Sea 
interconnections, analyzing how 
religious, political, and economic 
forces shaped the region from 
the first millennium BCE to the 
Muslim conquests ending around 
750 CE. 

N/A; but 
includes 

accom-moda
tion and 

shared office 
space 

Garry Hagberg, 
James H. Ottaway 
Professor of 
Philosophy and 
Aesthetics 
  
  

The Calouste 
Gulbenkian 
Foundation 
with the 
Gulbenkian 
Institute for 
Advanced Study 
(GIAS), both in 
Lisbon, Portugal. 

GIAS Fellowship 
2026-27: one of the 
inaugural cohort 
comprising 10 Life 
Fellows selected 
from 459 
applications 
submitted from 65 
countries, 
supporting 
internationally 
renowned scholars 
for 3-to-9 months in 
a residential setting 
with few regular 
obligations. 

During his GIAS Fellowship 
residency, Garry will complete a 
pair of new books, written in the 
belief that just as philosophy can 
illuminate the arts, the arts can 
provide substantive content, 
insight, and nuance to 
philosophy: Consciousness Portrayed: 
Seven Case Studies in Philosophical 
Literature and The Mind on Screen: 
Nine Case Studies in Philosophical 
Film. 

Monthly 
stipend 

commen-sur
ate with a 
fellow's 

profile and 
length of 

stay, private 
office, health 

insurance, 
travel 

expenses, 
and a partial 
accom-moda

tion 
allowance. 
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Sarah Hennies, 
Assistant Professor 
of Music 
  

New Music USA, 
New York, NY. 

Creator Fund 
Awards 2026: for 
individual music 
creators for the next 
stage of their 
creative practice; 
with $216,500 
distributed among 
64 grantees selected 
from 980 
applications. Open 
to creators based in 
the Midwest, 
Northeast / 
Mid-Atlantic, and 
New York, with 
collaboration a 
central element of 
the program. 

To support Sarah and her 
collaborator Bhob Rainey, 
saxophonist, composer, and 
improviser, as she composes a 
new piece for solo saxophone, 
tentatively called Soft Mist. 
 ​ Sarah is developing a 
method of composition and 
notation tailored to Bhob's 
improvised and unconventional 
extended techniques, including 
multiphonics and unusual 
articulations. 

Award 
amount not 

publicly 
shared. 

Gwen Marie 
Laster, 
Visiting Artist in 
Residence, Music 

MacDowell: Artist 
Residency 
Program, 
Peterborough, 
NH. 

MacDowell 
Fellowship for the 
2026 
spring/summer: 
residency: awarded 
to 134 Fellows 
working across 
seven disciplines, 
selected solely on 
the artistic 
excellence of their 
work from a highly 
competitive pool of 
2,618 applicants. 

In the category of Music 
Composition: 
  
To support Gwen as she 
completes work on her project, Is 
My Black Still Beautiful: Reflections 
on a Childhood in Detroit, a 
mixed-media staged play with 
original music, storytelling, 
dance, and projected visuals, 
exploring the global complexities 
of colorism through the lens of a 
Black girl reared during the 
post–civil rights movement in 
Detroit. The work premiered at 
Mabou Mines in New York City 
on July 23, with further 
performances to be held on 
September 26 - 27 at the 
Philipstown Depot Theater, in 
Garrison, NY. 

Private 
studio, 

accom-moda
tions, and 

meals for the 
residency 

period 
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Gwen Marie 
Laster, 
Visiting Artist in 
Residence, Music 

New Music USA, 
New York, NY. 

Creator Fund 
Awards 2026: for 
individual music 
creators for the next 
stage of their 
creative practice; 
with $216,500 
distributed among 
64 grantees selected 
from 980 
applications. Open 
to creators based in 
the Midwest, 
Northeast / 
Mid-Atlantic, and 
New York, with 
collaboration a 
central element of 
the program. 

To support Gwen as she records 
one hour of original music for Is 
My Black Still Beautiful: Reflections 
on a Childhood in Detroit, in part 
fulfillment of her 2025 
Guggenheim Fellowship in 
Music Composition. 
 ​ Gwen's primary 
collaborator on the recording is 
bassist and producer Damon 
Banks. 
 ​ Scored for twelve 
musicians on strings, kora, 
percussion, keyboard, and voice, 
the music fuses genres rooted in 
the African Diaspora with 
experimental, contemporary 
classical, and Motown influences, 
in a string-forward framework 
drawing on Gwen's past work 
composing for strings, keyboard, 
guitar, drums, percussion, kora, 
bansuri, tabla, and vocals. 

Award 
amount not 

publicly 
shared. 

Peter L'Official, 
Associate Professor 
of Literature; 
Director of 
American and 
Indigenous Studies 

Graham 
Foundation for 
Advanced Studies 
in the Fine Arts, 
Chicago, IL. 

Graham Foundation 
Individual Grant 
2026: bestows 
project-based grants 
to support the 
development and 
exchange of diverse 
and challenging ideas 
about architecture 
and its role in the 
arts, culture, and 
society; 54 Grants to 
Individuals totaling 
$506,000 were 
announced in this 
cycle. 

To support Peter's project, 
Invisible Plan: W. Joseph Black's 
Black Arts Movement, which uses 
biography as a method to 
explore how an unsung Black 
American architect navigated the 
structural impediments that even 
today confront American 
architects identifying as Black. 
Drawing on archival architectural 
and literary sources, the project 
reconstructs not only a life, but 
the broad, interdisciplinary scope 
of Black's unrealized works, 
including transformative design 
plans for Harlem and 
field-altering historical texts 
chronicling the history of Black 
builders in America, revealing 
Black's work as an 
unacknowledged architectural 
arm of the multidisciplinary 
Black Arts Movement. 

Award 
amount not 

publicly 
shared. 
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Dawn Lundy 
Martin, 
Professor and 
Distinguished 
Writer in Residence 

n+1 Foundation, 
New York, NY. 

n+1 Writers' 
Fellowship 2026: 
granted annually to 
an outstanding print 
contributor whose 
writing captures the 
spirit of n+1 and has 
been crucial to the 
magazine’s 
evolution, and was 
celebrated at the N 
Plus Ultra Benefit 
on June 11, 2026 at 
The Weylin, 
Brooklyn, New 
York. 

To support Dawn's ongoing 
literary work, following the 
selection of her essay Dancing 
Inside the Box for the forthcoming 
edition of Best American Essays 
2026, edited by M. Gessen and 
published by Mariner Books / 
HarperCollins on October 20, 
2026. 
 ​ This essay, from n+1's 
Winter 2025 edition, traces her 
disillusionment with the 
American academy, and marks 
the second time that her work 
for n+1 has been chosen for the 
anthology, following When a 
Person Goes Missing in 2019. 
  

$5,000 

A. Sayeeda 
Moreno, 
Assistant Professor 
of Film and 
Electronic Arts 

Administered by: 
Third World 
Newsreel (TWN), 
New York, NY. 
  
Supported by: 
Jerome 
Foundation, NYC 
Dept. of Cultural 
Affairs, NY State 
Council on the 
Arts, and TWN. 

TWN Advanced 
Production 
Workshop 2026: a 
highly selective 
4-month program 
for a small cohort of 
6 accomplished New 
York City based 
filmmakers, 
prioritizing past 
graduates of TWN’s 
Production Workshop, 
to advance a second 
project or expand 
their original 
workshop short into 
a longer work, 
running September 
to December 2026. 

To support Sayeeda's nonfiction 
film, An Ambivalent Daughter, 
built around the archive of her 
mother, Cenén Moreno 
(1945-2002), the Afro-Puerto 
Rican artist, poet, and radical 
community organizer who took 
part in the great ferment around 
the Nuyorican Poets Café and is 
seen by many in those circles as a 
visionary leader. The film draws 
on Sayeeda's own archival 
research and newly digitized 
footage, filmed during her years 
documenting downtown New 
York's art and activist 
communities, of Salsa Soul 
Sisters, the first known 
organization of its kind in the 
U.S.A., whose members 
identified as Third World 
Lesbians and included Cenén 
Moreno. 

Program 
support plus 

$2,000 
stipend 
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Julianne Swartz, 
MFA '03, 
Associate 
Professor; 
Co-Director of the 
Studio Arts 
Program 

Bobby Anspach 
Foundation, New 
York, NY. 
  

Inaugural Flagship 
Grant 2026: 
supporting artists, 
scientists, and 
researchers whose 
work uses immersive 
technology and 
sensory experience 
to open new 
pathways into 
consciousness, 
empathy, and 
collective 
transformation, with 
two artists chosen 
from over 3,337 
applicants 
worldwide. 

To support Julianne's project, 
Heart Flow Instrument, a large-scale 
contemplative environment in 
the form of a deconstructed 
fountain that functions as a body 
in itself, where water, sound, 
light, and human presence 
circulate through interconnected 
vessels. Visitors become part of 
that body, their cardiac and 
neural rhythms radiating through 
the installation to shape the sonic 
and haptic environment others 
inhabit. The grant will allow 
Julianne to experiment with 
biomedical sensors to explore 
new thresholds of interactivity. 

$50,000 

Jonathan 
VanDyke, MFA 
'05, 
Artist in Residence, 
Studio Arts 

The Adolph and 
Esther Gottlieb 
Foundation, New 
York, NY. 

Individual Support 
Grant 2026: a 
competitive award 
for artists who have 
worked in their field 
for at least twenty 
years, intended to 
recognize and 
sustain the fully 
committed, serious 
artist, with 20 artists 
being selected from 
850 applicants from 
45 different 
countries. 

To support Jonathan's ongoing 
creative practice. The application 
required Jonathan to submit his 
portfolio since 2005, tracing the 
full arc of his work, opening with 
images from his Bard MFA 
thesis exhibition and closing with 
work made since he joined Bard 
faculty. His practice, spanning 
painting and sculpture, has been 
presented at institutions 
including the Museum of Art of 
Ravenna, the Columbus 
Museum, the Power Plant, and 
the AKG Buffalo Art Museum. 

$25,000 
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Roland Vazquez, 
Artist in Residence, 
Music 

Administered by: 
Arts Mid-Hudson, 
Poughkeepsie, NY 
  
With New York 
State Council on 
the Arts funding 

Community Arts 
Grant 2026: 
Statewide 
Community Regrant 
Program: for arts 
and cultural activities 
that may include, but 
are not limited to: 
exhibitions, 
workshops, 
performances, 
festivals, concerts, 
plays, temporary 
installations, 
screenings, or 
readings; with 
$173,438 distributed 
across 59 recipients 
in Dutchess, Orange, 
and Ulster Counties. 

To support the Bridge Arts 
Afro-Caribbean Big Band, for 
which Roland will serve as 
musical director, guiding the 
ensemble in repertoire rooted in 
Afro-Cuban, Caribbean, and 
contemporary Latin jazz 
traditions and drawing on his 
expertise in the music of the 
African Diaspora. The project 
brings together professional 
musicians and advanced youth 
artists from across the Hudson 
Valley, with an emphasis on 
expanding access to culturally 
specific jazz programming and 
creating mentorship 
opportunities for young 
musicians alongside professional 
artists. It will culminate in a 
public performance in Ulster 
County later in 2026. 

Award 
amount not 

publicly 
shared. 

Julia Weist, 
Artist in Residence, 
Studio Arts 

Airbnb, San 
Francisco, CA 
  
and: 
  
Art Basel, Basel, 
Switzerland. 

Airbnb Artist Travel 
Grant 2026: awarded 
for up to 200 
individual travel 
credits annually from 
2025 through 2027, 
with Art Basel 
nominating artists 
presented in its 2026 
fair editions in Basel, 
Paris, and Miami 
Beach. 

To support Julia's travel for the 
production of Questioning, a live 
theatrical and cinematic work, 
recently featured in the New 
York Times and the Los Angeles 
Times, to be presented in 
Positions at Art Basel Miami 
Beach. 
 ​ Positions is a specialized 
sector, dedicated to ambitious, 
solo-artist presentations by 
emerging international galleries. 

$2,000; 
for engage- 
ment within 
the global 
contem- 

porary art 
market 
through 
Airbnb 
account 
credit. 

These all recognize the individual faculty member and their personal and/or professional contributions, rather than the institution. 
Faculty Grants Officer: Sue Elvin: email: selvinco@bard.edu: or phone: 845.758.7120 
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Undergraduate Faculty Highlights and Accomplishments Summer 2026 
*compiled through submissions from faculty 

 
Verso quale redenzione: Democrazia, letteratura e memoria dopo il fascismo, by Franco Baldasso, was published by 
Marsilio; and his article, Introduction: Afterlives of Empire(s) Afterlives of Empire in the Public Imagination, with 
Riccardo Capoferro (Sapienza), was published in Atlantic Studies, 22, 4 (2026). 
 
In June 2026, “Initial Development & Assessment of a Video Library for Teaching Foundational Computing 
Concepts in Non-Computer Science Classes,” co-authored by Valerie Barr, was published in the Association 
for Computing Machinery Transactions on Computing Education. 
 
In June 2026 in Barcelona, John Burns gave a talk and moderated a panel for the inauguration of the exhibit 
“Infrarrealismo: la insurrección permanente” in Casa América Catalunya. Burns also contributed an essay,  
“En solidaridad con el momento: el pasado, presente, y futuro de los infrarrealistas,” for the exhibit catalog. 
“Contemporary Japanese American and Mexican American Poets Lyrical Solidarity,” co-authored by Burns, 
was published in July 2026 by Routledge. 
 
Bruce Chilton’s commentary on the Gospel according to John was published in  A Comparative Handbook to 
the Gospel of John: The New Testament Gospels in their Judaic Contexts, Volume: 4 (Leiden: Brill, 2026); his 
review, “Ye-Jin Moon’s Partial Reformation,” appeared in Divine Heart Principle, June 2026; and “Was Jesus an 
Only Child?” an interview with Chilton, was published in National Geographic in July 2026.  
 
In June 2026, Tim Davis had 120 photographs, and a long video work in “Brick by Brac,” an exhibition at 
Tarq Gallery in Mumbai, India; and his project, “Upstate Event Horizon,” is included in the exhibition series, 
CPW Upstate Photography Biennial, at CPW Kingston, N.Y, on view through September 13, 2026. 
 
Recent publications by Helen Epstein include: “After the wood chipper,” in The Lancet, 2026; 408, 206-7; 
and “Gaza's Deadly Soil” in The New York Review, July 22, 2026.   
 

Jack Ferver was selected as the Martha Graham Company 
Centennial Curator at the New York Public Library for the 
Performing Arts. Their large-scale exhibition, “Martha Graham: 
The Mother of Psychological 
Dance,” opened May 20, 2026, 
and was featured in The New 
York Times article, “Why The 
Radical Vision of Martha 
Graham Still Matters,” by Gia 

Kourlas. Ferver also directed the premiere of TWITCH at the Edinburgh 
Festival Fringe, which ran August 5, 2026 through August 30, 2026. The 
production earned high-profile praise from Vogue, which featured the 
piece and noted that “the show will stay with you long after you've left the 
theater.” 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FQYCNdOChUk
https://divineheartprinciple.org/category/reviews/
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/culture/article/mary-jesus-siblings-new-testament
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/culture/article/mary-jesus-siblings-new-testament
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(26)01342-5/abstract
https://www.nybooks.com/online/2026/07/22/gazas-deadly-soil/


Jeffrey Gibson’s newly commissioned immersive installation, POWER FULL BECAUSE WE’RE 
DIFFERENT, is currently at MASS MoCA through September 7, 2026. 
 
During the summer of 2026, Greg Glassman toured major jazz festivals in the U.S., Canada and Spain, 
including Festival International de Jazz de Montréal, San Javier Jazz Festival, and the Obama Presidential 
Center with saxophonist/vocalist, Camille Thurman.  
 
Jessica Jones received a 2026 M³ Luminary Award. The award honors members of the M³ community whose 
decades of fearless creativity and vision have helped transform the musical landscape. Jones was also 
Artist-in-Residence at the inaugural Girls' Jazz Camp in Sacramento, California in July, and worked at two 
other music camps in Oakland and Mendocino, California, producing a concert series in Berkeley, and leading 
a listening session at the Jazzschool in Berkeley.  
 
“The ecology of Lyme disease: Long-term data, surprises, and a synthesis,” co-authored by Felicia Keesing, 
was published in PNAS in August 2026. 
 
“Herman Melville, Schlacht-Stücke und Aspekte des Krieges: Gedichte, Anmerkungen, Nachtrag,” edited by Franz 
Kempf, was published by Frank & Timme in July 2026. 
 
"Solvatochromic Study of 2-(N,N-dimethyl)-3-alkynyl-pyridine Fluorophores," co-authored by Tanay 
Kesharwani and Prerna Masih, was selected and featured on the front cover of the July 2026 issue of ACS 
Omega. In August 2026, Kesharwani was an invited speaker at the ACS Fall 2026 National Meeting in Chicago, 
with the honor of being one of only seven faculty members chosen from undergraduate institutions across 
the United States to speak at a special symposium for faculty who have received funding from Organic 
Syntheses, Inc. 
 
Theresa Law presented her paper, “What’s Left Unsaid: How Command Rejection Communication Shapes 
Assumptions about Robot Norm Understanding,” (co-authored with BSRI students Shiraz Kirmani, 
Kateryna Klimanova, and Juan Diego Mora Rubio), at the International Conference on Social Robotics (in 
London, June 30, 2026 through July 3, 2026).   
 
Long Take, an exhibition by Carolyn Lazard, is currently at the Cantor Art Center at Stanford through 
December 13, 2026. Her work has been included in numerous group exhibitions this summer including: In 
Protest and In Care, O—Overgaden, Copenhagen, Denmark; Everybody, Georg Kolbe Museum, Berlin, 
Germany; Institutional Critiques, MoMA, New York, USA; Dog Days, Trautwein Herleth, Berlin, Germany; Deep 
Play, Greene Naftali, New York; Frida: The Making of an Icon, Tate Modern, London, UK; and Collection as 
Cosmos, Van Abbemuseum, Eindhoven, Netherlands. Lazard spent the summer as a fellow at the Civitella 
Ranieri Fellow in Umbria. 
 
Gideon Lester co-authored the libretto (with Daniel Fish) for a new opera based on Tennessee Williams’ 
Suddenly Last Summer, with music by Courtney Bryan. The opera had its world premiere in the Fisher Center at 
Bard’s SummerScape Festival, with performances from June 25, 2026 through July 19, 2026.  
 

 
 
 

https://m3musicians.org/2026/07/30/nov-6-m%c2%b3-luminary-award-celebration/
https://girlsjazzandblues.org/programs/
https://overgaden.org/en/exhibitions/in-protest-and-in-care
https://georg-kolbe-museum.de/en/programm/ausstellungen/everybody/
https://www.moma.org/calendar/galleries/5925
https://trautweinherleth.de/exhibitions/dog-days/
https://greenenaftaligallery.com/exhibitions/deep-play
https://vanabbemuseum.nl/en/see-and-do/exhibitions/collectionascosmos


 
 

Xinyan Li’s bassoon solo work, Legend of the Sea, was selected as competition 
repertoire for the 2026 Fernand Gillet–Hugo Fox International Competition for 
Bassoon (GFIC), organized by the International Double Reed Society (IDRS). It 
is the only piece featured in both the preliminary and final rounds. Li is also the 

first Chinese-born composer in the competition’s 45-year history to have a 
bassoon work selected as GFIC competition repertoire. The finals of the GFIC 

were held on July 10, 2026 at Miami University in Oxford, Ohio, USA. 
 
 
 
 

 
In June 2026, Tara Lorenzen, in 
collaboration with the Robert 
Rauschenberg Foundation, 
reimagined Rauschenberg's first 
choreography titled Pelican (1963) 
for a Trisha Brown Dance 
Company gala performance at 
Xanadu, Brooklyn NY. The work, 
featuring form Merce Cunningham 
dancers Rashaun Mitchell and Silas 
Reiner, alongside New York City 
Ballet soloist Ashley Hod, was 
reconstructed by Lorenzen in 
Rauschenberg's Captiva studio, 
drawing on original photographs 
by Peter Moore, archival footage, 
and Raushenberg's notes.  
 
 

 
Two recent book publications by Tanya Marcuse include: 
Book of Miracles, a solo exhibition of new photographs and 
video by Marcuse, which is at The Hyde Collection in Glens 
Falls, August 22, 
2026 through 
January 10, 2027; 
and Deer, 
co-published by 
Roman Nvmerals 
Books and MW 
Editions.  

https://www.hydecollection.org/exhibition/tanya-marcuse-book-of-miracles/
https://www.hydecollection.org/exhibition/tanya-marcuse-book-of-miracles/
https://mweditions.com/books/deer/


A new album by Isabelle O’Connell’s six piano ensemble Grand Band (which also features Blair 
McMillen) was released in August 2026 on Cantaloupe records. The album is a live concert recording of their 
performance at PEAK PERFORMANCES in Montclair, NJ (in February 2020). The music on the album 
features four works by Julius Eastman, Julia Wolfe, Kate Moore and Missy Mazzoli. The New York Times 
called the Grand Band, “Six of the finest, busiest pianists active in New York's contemporary-classical scene.” 
 
Lothar Osterburg’s solo exhibition, “Cabinet of Wonders, Lothar Osterburg back from Brooklyn,” is 
currently at the Herzog Anton Ulrich Museum in Braunschweig, Germany through October 4, 2026.    
 
As a member of the Targeted Simons Research Group on the Non-Equilibrium Frontier, Abhinav Prem, 
received funding from the Simons Foundation as part of their funding of 12 Targeted Math and Physics 
Research Groups. This collaboration unites ten physicists across the United States, Europe, India, and 
Australia to build a comprehensive framework for quantum matter far from equilibrium. More information 
about this funding can be found here: https://www.non-eq.com/ 

 
 

Works by Walid Raad are currently included in the 61st 
International Art Exhibition of La Biennale di Venezia at 

Arsenale and Giardini della Biennale in Venice, Italy, 
through November 22, 2026.     

 

*Walid Raad, Postscript to the Arabic Edition, 1938-2025, Mixed-media 
installation, Dimensions variable. © Walid Raad. Courtesy La Biennale 

di Venezia. Photo: Marco Zorzanello 
 
 
 

James Romm’s review of Alexander: God, king, man, by Edmund Richardson, was published in the August 21, 
2026 issue of the Times Literary Supplement. 
 

 
June 26, 2026 through August 28, 2026, Attunements, a solo exhibition by 
Julianne Swartz was presented by the River Valley Arts Collective at the 
Al Held Foundation in Boiceville, N.Y. Her exhibition, In Harmonicity, The 

Tonal Walkway, is currently at MASS MoCA. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In July 2026, Julia Weist’s play, Questioning, debuted at New Theater Hollywood in Los Angeles. Features of 
the project appeared in the New York Times and the Los Angeles Times. 

https://lnk.to/GrandBand
https://www.simonsfoundation.org/2026/08/06/simons-foundation-funds-12-targeted-math-and-physics-research-groups/
https://www.simonsfoundation.org/2026/08/06/simons-foundation-funds-12-targeted-math-and-physics-research-groups/
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.non-2Deq.com_&d=DwMFaQ&c=slrrB7dE8n7gBJbeO0g-IQ&r=sOWSrbfrrARUKGnveOYvfg&m=YS4i6ebarm36hSbpcb5XCeELC8V3QIIe7vm4lfpZ5eFAx7PK90hKkYkqQYj_Y7fz&s=aVd24Upg-AXee8jLFdSR5uP9aSLVsoqt7LgkkoYwfe4&e=
https://www.non-eq.com/
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/07/09/theater/questioning-play-new-theater-hollywood.html
https://www.latimes.com/entertainment-arts/story/2026-07-07/new-theater-hollywood-presents-julia-weists-questioning-premiere


  
As a general editor of the Critical Edition of Hannah Arendt’s Complete Works, Thomas Wild launched the 
publication of a new scholarly edition of Arendt’s canonical writings on totalitarianism in July 2026. The three 
volumes present the final English and German versions of the book with a scholarly apparatus and detailed 
annotations, including unknown earlier drafts of Arendt’s texts, as well as a comprehensive collection of 
essays, reviews, lectures, exposés, and typescripts from Arendt’s archives. Several book launch events and 
panels happened in Germany in July 2026, and will continue in the U.S. in September 2026. 
 

 
In June 2026, Jing Xia was a featured artist at the Guitar 
Foundation of America 2026 Convention & Competition 

in Denver, CO. In August 2026, Xia gave Duo 
Chinoiserie‘s Boston Debut as part of the Foundation for 

Chinese Performing Arts Summer Concert Series in 
Boston, MA; the concert received a dedicated review by 

David Patterson in The Boston Music Intelligencer, “They Are 
the Duo Chinoiserie.” The review highlighted Xia’s 

commanding guzheng performance, the duo's expressive 
and coloristic interplay, and its contribution to 

contemporary cross-culturally chamber music. In August 
2026, Xia also performed with Duo Chinoiserie as a 
featured ensemble at Chamber Music America's 2026 

National Conference Festival. 
 

 
 
  
 

https://www.arendt-research-center.de/en/team/index.html
https://www.wallstein-verlag.de/9783835359109-the-origins-of-totalitarianism-elemente-und-urspruenge-totaler-herrschaft.html
https://www.wallstein-verlag.de/9783835359109-the-origins-of-totalitarianism-elemente-und-urspruenge-totaler-herrschaft.html
https://www.arendt-research-center.de/en/Termine/Buchvorstellung_The-Origins-of-Totalitarianism_HU-Berlin.html
https://www.arendt-research-center.de/en/Termine/Buchvorstellung-The-Origins-of-Totalitarianism-Dallas.html
https://www.chineseperformingarts.net/contents/summer/2026/0814/index.html?fbclid=IwdGRleAT6tpJwZG9mBWZkaWQWUNJZG1pJu7LKmrVmeX9pWZ0UnIghXmV4dG4DYWVtAjExAHNydGMGYXBwX2lkCjY2Mjg1NjgzNzkAAR4iV-6YE7F19-6rZykz_WcOfnqVX4cGFUvJfqij5wNuRYZO6Eg0SUoKSKQ6Vw_aem_LYXOQZDZ7nYGBkiEI7dsiQ
https://www.chineseperformingarts.net/contents/summer/2026/0814/index.html?fbclid=IwdGRleAT6tpJwZG9mBWZkaWQWUNJZG1pJu7LKmrVmeX9pWZ0UnIghXmV4dG4DYWVtAjExAHNydGMGYXBwX2lkCjY2Mjg1NjgzNzkAAR4iV-6YE7F19-6rZykz_WcOfnqVX4cGFUvJfqij5wNuRYZO6Eg0SUoKSKQ6Vw_aem_LYXOQZDZ7nYGBkiEI7dsiQ
https://classical-scene.com/2026/08/16/chinoiserie/
https://classical-scene.com/2026/08/16/chinoiserie/
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